RARE OCCURRENCE

Chinstrap Penguin in continental South America

THE CHINSTRAP PENGUIN (Pygoscelis
antarctica) is one of three penguin
species whose breeding range is confined
almost entirely to the Antarctic ecosys-
tem. The other two species, Emperor
Penguin (Aptenodytes forsteri) and Adé-
lie Penguin (Pygoscelis adeliae) breed
exclusively within the Antarctic ecosys-
tem which may roughly be delineated by
the Antarctic Convergence correspond-
ing approximately with the 55°S. paral-
lel. There is some evidence that the Chin-
strap Penguin is apparently increasing its
numbers and spreading northward from
its center of distribution in the American
sector of continental Antarctica (Watson,
1975). The major breeding areas of this
species include South Georgia, South
Sandwich, South Orkney and South
Shetland Islands; on the Antarctic Penin-
sula south to Anvers Island; and on Bou-
vet, Heard, Balleny and Peter Islands.
(/bid., p. 74).

Extralimital observations include the
Falkland Islands east of southern South
America. There are at least three records
from the Falklands (Woods, 1975) but
none listed for continental South Amer-
ica (Meyer de Schauensee, 1982}).

On December 29, 1981, M/S World
Discoverer was fortunate enough to be
able to discharge staff and some passen-
gers on Cape Homn Island, Chile. Nor-
mally, the legendary stormy seas in this
areca make such landings impossible. As
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ornithologist on this voyage, 1 was eager
to undertake some bird observations on
this little known island. Virtually the first

bird seen upon stepping ashore was an
adult Chinstrap Penguin (see photo). The
bird appeared to be healthy and was alert
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IF YOU HAVE EVER WANTED TO VISIT NEW ZEALAND,
SOUTHEAST ASIA OR THE HIMALAYAS YOU MAY NEVER
HAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO DO SO AT LOWER COST OR
WITH BETTER LEADERS.

For example, our Malaya and Borneo tours will cost an incredibly low $1550
each, hundreds less than some other agencies are charging. They will be led
by Dennis Yong who has lived and birded in Malaysia all of his life and is one of
the leading local birders. The tours will visit a wide variety of habitats from lush
tropical jungles to cool mountain forests, including remote Taman Negara Na-
tional Park, still inhabited by aboriginal people, tigers, leopards, elephants,
gibbons and more than 300 species of birds.

QOur Himalayan tour will be led by Robert Fleming, the premier bird tour
leader of the Indian region and author of “Birds of Nepal’’ Bob was born in
India, has lived most of his life there and has led scores of trips there. There is
hardly a natural sound in the Himalayas he doesn’t recognize instantly. Partici-
pants of his previous tours have acclaimed him as the most considerate, plea-
sant and competent tour leader they've ever met.

Qur New Zealand tour will be led by Stuart Chambers, a leading birder in his
country. We expect to have both American and New Zealand birders (and per-
haps a few Aussies) in a congenial multinational group. We’'ll concentrate on
endemic New Zealand families and species (N
especially the kiwis, wattlebirds
and New Zealand wrens.

For details of the most af-
fordable tours to these
areas and other des-
tinations write:

Bird Bonanzas,Inc.
P.O. Box 611563
North Miami, Florida 33161
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and unafraid. This observation consti-
tutes the first known appearance of this
penguin in continental South America
and obviously represents also the first re-
cord for Chile.

URING THE TWO-HOUR stay on the is-

land, [ had an opportunity to observe
some of the other species inhabiting the
island. Cape Horn I[sland, Chile is a
low, rolling, hilly island vegetated most-
ly with grasses, ferns, mosses and low
shrubs on the moor-like slopes and hol-
lows. Deep ravines are densely forested
with Nothofagus (Antarctic Beech) and
these trees appear to be wind-sheared
virtually level with the grasses by the
terrific winds for which this area is
famous. Most of the following spe-
cies were observed on the moors, in
the shrubs or along the rocky beach:
Rock [Magellan] Cormorant (Phalacro-
corax magellanicus), Blue-eyed Cor-
morant (Phalacrocorax atriceps), Kelp
Goose (Chloephaga hybrida), Turkey
Vulture (Cathartes aura), Blackish Oys-
tercatcher (Haematopus ater), Rufous-
chested Dotterel (Zonibyx [Charadrius])

modestus), Great [Chilean] Skua (Cath-
aracta [skua] chilensis), Kelp Gull
(Larus dominicanus), South American
Tern (Sterna hirundinacea), Short-billed
Miner (Geositta antarctica), Dark-bel-
lied Cinclodes (Cinclodes patagoni-
cus), Gray-flanked Cinclodes (Cinclodes
oustaleti), Dark-faced Ground-tyrant
(Muscisaxicola macloviana), Correndera
Pipit (Anthus correndera), Austral
Thrush (Turdus falcklandii), Rufous-col-
lared Sparrow (Zonotrichia capensis),
Yellow-bridled Finch (Melanodera
xanthogramma), and Black-chinned Sis-
kin (Spinus [Carduelis] barbatus).
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