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N JANUARY 21, 1981 we observed 
an adult Green Heron (Butorides 

virescens) in a brackish water pond in 
Hilo, Hawaii. This is the first photo- 
graphically documented record of a 
Green Heron in the Hawaiian Islands 

(Pyle 1977), 3850 km from the closest 
population of the species. The Green 
Heron's typical range extends from the 
northeastern United States, east to 
southeastern Canada, and south to 
northern South America. The species 
has been reported as accidental in 
Greenland, Bermuda, and Suriname 
(A.O.U., 1957). 

The Green Heron was discovered at 

Lokoaka Pond, located 4 km east of 
Hilo Bay on the island of Hawaii. 
Lokoaka is an inland pond connected to 
the ocean by a system of underground 
channels. The pond is maintained by 
local residents for the culture of mullet 

(Mugil cephalus) and milkfish (Chanos 
chanos). A forest of Kukui (A!eurites 
moluccana), African Tulip (Spathodea 
campanulata), Hala (Pandanus odor- 
atissimus), and Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus 
robusta) surround the east and south 
sides of the pond. Patches of Great Bul- 
rush (Scirpus validus) and California 
Grass (Brachiaria mutica) line the edges 
of the pond (Elliot and Hall 1977, Shal- 

lenberger 1977). The north side of the 
pond is bordered by a paved road, 
where all observations were made. 

The heron was first noticed January 
21, 1981 when a Common Tern (Sterna 
hirundo) flew low over a small island in 
the center of the pond causing a dark 
bird perched one meter high in a small 
bush to move its head to avoid the pass- 
ing tern. This bird was clearly a heron, 
but noticeably smaller than a Cattle 
Egret (Bubulcus ibis). The perched bird 
then flew to an adjacent bush and was 
immediately identified in flight as a 
Green Heron. After landing, the bird 
stood in a "bittern-like" pose with its 
head held fully extended skyward for 
approximately one minute. The heron 
then retracted its neck, producing a 
silhouette similar to the hunchbacked 

posture of the indigenous Black- 
crowned Night Heron (Nycticorax nyc- 
ticorax). 

A bird, undoubtedly the same indi- 
vidual, had been seen by Paton at 
Lokoaka Pond on December 18, 1980. 
At the time, due to poor viewing condi- 
tions the bird was thought to be an aber- 
rant immature Black-crowned Night 
Heron. Only a partial silhouette and a 
white malar streak could be discerned. 

Later it was realized that the bird might 

actually have been a Green Heron, but 
subsequent visits to the pond were un- 
successful until January 21. 

After January 21, the heron was seen 
periodically, and was last seen Febru- 
ary I, 1982. This individual was ex- 
tremely secretive as it was seen only 5 in 
20 visits to the pond between December 
18-February 8. 1981. 

Many observers saw this bird after it 
was first discovered. After several at- 

tempts to photograph it, two pictures 
were taken August 19, 1981. One shows 
a small heron with a brown neck, dark 
green body, and a white streak on the 
neck. This photograph is now in the 
Hawaii Audubon Society Rare Bird 
Documentary File, Honolulu. 

ETAILED PLUMAGE characteristics 
noted were: the bird's crown was 

dark navy blue extending from above 
the eye halfway down the back of the 
head; white spectacles; the face and 
head were deep rufous extending 
through the chest, but on the dorsal side 
stopping at the base of the neck; one 
prominent white malar streak, with two 
vertical white streaks extending from 
the bill and merging into one broad 
streak on the chest; the back and wings 
were a faded blue-green color, with 
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some faint white streaking running ver- 
tically along the wings when they were 
held next to its body, the belly and vent 
were an off-white, the bill was dark blue 
on the upper mandible and yellowish on 
the lower mandible, the legs and feet 
were bright yellow, and the bird was 
about ¾s the size of Cattle Egrets 
.perched 2 m away. 

Two previous records for the species 
in Hawaii have been published, but in 
neither case was the description ade- 
quate enough to rule out the possibility 
of an immature Black-crowned Night 
Heron. On September 24, 1974, there 
was a sighting at Wailea Golf Course in 
Kihei, Maui (Crow, 1974) and one seen 
November 22, 1974 near King 
Kamehameha Hotel in Kailua-Kona, 
Hawaii Island (Bolander, 1975). 
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