Bil‘d s




March-April 1983, Vol. 37, No. 2

American Birds

A bimonthly journal devoted to the birds of the Americas

Published by the National Audubon Society | Russell W. Peterson, Publisher

EDITORIAL ADVISORS EDITORS

John W, Aldrich Robert S. Arbib, Jr./ Editor

Mary H. Clench Susan Roney Drennan/ Associate Editor

Thomas R. Howell Lois Heilbrun/ Christmas Bird Count

Frances C. James Chandler S. Robbins/ Technical Editor

Robert J. Newman J.P. Myers/Editor, Special Projects

Kenneth C. Parkes Aldeen and Willet T. Van Velzen/ Breeding Bird Censuses
Roger Tory Peterson Calvin L. Cink and Roger L. Boyd/ Winter Bird-Populations
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. Elisabeth Lawatsch/ Circulation Manager

Dale A. Zimmerman Anne Wagner/ Advertising; Editorial Assistant

Nancy Johnson-Monroe/ Accountant

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS, ARTISTS, PHOTOGRAPHERS

AMERICAN BIRDS welcomes the submission of articles and photographs for publication.

Our major areas of interest are the changing distribution, population, migration, and rare
occurrence of the avifauna of North and South America, including Middle America and the West
Indies. We solicit articles on problems in field identification, in our **Site Guide” series of birding
locales, in our ‘““Centers of Learning’’ series that profiles institutions concerned with ornithology.

ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS—AMERICAN BIRDS is now able to publish more pages of
illustrative material, both in color and black-and-white. We welcome submission of photographic
essays or series of topical interest, high quality single photographs of significance, transparencies of
paintings in color, as well as line or wash drawings that can be used in an illustrative or even
decorative manner. We would like to hear from (with a sample or two) artists who might be willing to
illustrate articles for us. Asusual, documentary photographs will be used, when space permits,in our
Changing Seasons and Regional Report sections.

For a *““Work in Progress” column, we welcome notices of research projects seeking field reports
or other collaboration; we publish advance notices of important conventions, meetings, symposia,
seminars, and conferences.

All submissions will be carefully considered, but authors considering major submissions should
correspond with the editors first. AMERICAN BIRDS publishes papers of a technical nature but
only when written in a less-than-technical, easily readable style: i.e., no complicated equations,
lengthy tables, or complex graphs. Major articles should be limited to 3000 words; exceptions may be
agreed upon after consultation. All material submitted should be original, and previously unpub-
lished. Manuscripts should follow accepted rules of format and style, be typewritten, double-spaced,
on white paper, with generous margins. Photographs should be glossy black-and-white or transpar-
encies, clearly marked with author’s name and address. We require the original typescript and one
carbon copy. All manuscripts will be acknowledged, but authors must recognize that a backlog exists
which may entail delayed publication after acceptance. Manuscripts are refereed before acceptance.

For further information address the editors at the American Birds offices, 950 Third Avenue, New
York, N.Y. 10022. Telephone: 212-546-9189.

AMERICAN BIRDS is published six times a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y., 10022
Subscriptions: $18 a year for U.S.A. and $21 (U.S.$) Canada and foreign, $20 libraries and institutions. Two-years: U.S.A. $35, Canada and
foreign $39 (U.S.$). Single copies: Christmas Bird Count (July-August) U.S.A. $9.50, Canada and foreign $10. Fall Migration (March-Apnil)
Winter Season (May-June) Spring Migration (September-October), Summer Season (November-December) Population Studies (January-
February) all $3, U.S.A., elsewhere $3.50. Checks and money orders in U.S. § only should be made payable to AMERICAN BIRDS. Second
class postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright © 1983 by the National Audubon Society, Inc.

Postmaster: send address changes to AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. ISSN 004-7686

The Table of Contents for this issue will be found on the inside back cover.



SMITHSONIAN BOOKS

for birders, ornithologists, birdwatchers, and bird lovers!

Hummingbirds Finding Birds
of North America in the National Capital Area
Paul A. Johnsgard Claudia Wilds
$35.00 $10.95
Original color illustrations
by John McClelland

Available now from your local bookstore or

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION PRESS

P.O. Box 1579, Washington, D.C. 20013

Volume 37, Number 2

231



Also Reccived

Avian Incubation: Egg Temperature,
Nest Humidity, and Behavioral Ther-
moregulation in a Hot Environment.—
Gilbert S. Grant. American Ornitholo-
gists’ Union. Washington, D.C. 1982.
iXx+ 75 pp. 35 text figures. $9.00 paper-
bound.

Birds and Birdlore of Samoa, The.—
Corey and Shirley Muse. University of
Washington Press. Seattle, WA. 1983.
166 pp. 76 color photos, maps. $15.00
paperbound.

Bird Detective.—Peter Robinson.
Hamish Hamilton, North Pomfret, VT.
1982 xxx + 159 pp. $19.95 hardbound.

Bird-Habitat Relationships on
Southeastern Forest Lands.—Paul B.
Hamel, Harry E. LeGrand, Jr., Mi-
chael R. Lennartz, and Sidney A.
Gauthreaux, Jr. United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture. Forest Service.
1982. 417 pp. paperbound.

Bird Populations in East Central 1lli-
nois Fluctuations, Variations, and De-
velopment over a Half-Century.
—S Charles Kendeigh. University of
Illinois Press. Champaign, IL. 1982.
137 pp. $14.50 paperbound.

Birds in the Garden.—Mike Mock-
ler Sterling Publishing Co. New York.
1982 160 pp. Black-and-white photos
and color photos. $19.95 hardbound.

Birds—Their Latin Names Ex-
plained.—A. F. Gotch. Sterling Pub-
lishing Co. New York. 1981. 348 pp.
$22.50 hardbound.

Birdwatch 'Round the Year, The.
—Shirley Schadow. Published by the
author. Box 353, Burnt Hills, NY. 1981.
92 pp. $4.95 paperbound.

British Birds, Lifestyle and Habi-
tats.—lIan Prestt. Batsford, North
Pomfret, VT. 1983. 224 pp. 69 black-
and-white line drawings. $17.95 hard-
bound.

Bluebird Rescue.—Joan Rattner
Heilman. Lothrop, Lee & Shepard
Books. New York. 1982. 48 pp. (ages 8-
12). Color Photos. $9.50 hardbound.

Jacob and the Owl.—Ada and Frank
Graham. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. Cow-
ard, McCann & Geoghegan. New
York. 1981. 64 pp. (ages 8-12). Black-
and-white photos. $9.95 hardbound.

Native Names of Mexican Birds.—
Lillian R. Birkenstein and Roy E.
Tomlinson. Resource Publication 139.
United States Department of the Inte-
rior, Fish and Wildlife Service. 1981.
159 pp. paperbound.

North American Game Birds and
Mammals.—A. Starker Leopold,
Ralph J. Gutierrez, and Michael T.
Bronson. Charles Scribner’s Sons.
New York. 1981. 198 pp. Distribution
maps, original black-and-white draw-
ings. $19.95 hardbound.

)  FIELD CHECKLISTS
FOR MOST AREAS
OF THE WORLD . ..

RUSS MASON'S

POST OFFICE BOX 2045
KISSIMMEE, FLORIDA 32741 U.S. A,
PHONE: 305-847-3656

PP PP PP P PP PP PP PO OO

We also stock foreign and domestic field guides and
natural history publications of general interest.

Write For Free Catalog

Operating a few Select Tours to various areas of
the world since 1955. Write for listing.

NATURAL HISTORY TOURS, INC. va %

Volume 37, Number 2

discover )
a world of birds
in books!

Choose from over 150 distinctive
titles on

BIRDWATCHING EN N
ORNITHOLOGY &
BIRD ART \ S
FIELD GUIDES ~ | S
AVICULTURE - ® @
AVIAN MEDICINE - ¥
CHILDREN'S = IR
BIRD BOOKS

...even POULTRY BOOKS!... in ourfully-
illustrated, fully-annotated, FREE
catalog and save up to 30% or
more on publishers’ editions!
For the best books at the best
prices, discover the

AVIGULTURAL BOOK CLUB™

(Division of Avicultural Book Company)
P.O. Box 446-A
East ElImhurst, New York 11370

where we do all the pledging—
your membership is
obligation-free!

this month’s —<
discovery

Newly-Reissued

Available Now!

Birds:s

Order
below and
SAVE $5.00

or 20%!

s NN

BIRDS OF THE WORLD
By Oliver L. Austin, Jr.
lilustrated by Arthur Singer I
Magnificently illustrated with 300 paintings
showing over 700 birds, this stunning new
Reprint Edition describes all the bird families of
the world. A bargain at the publisher's price of
$25.00 and a steal at our price—$20.00!
ORDER YOURS TODAY!
(320 pages, 9 x 113, hardcover)
This price guaranteed through 7/31/83.

J Send me copy(ies) ot BIRDS OF
THE WORLD at $20.00 each, plus $1.00
shipping each. NY residents add sales tax.
(We’ll enclose a catalog, too.)

My check or money order payable to Avicultural

Book Co. is enclosed.

Charge my VISA or MasterCard account no.:

Exp. Date:.
Signature _

[0 Send FREE catalog only. (For first-
class mail delivery, enclose $1.00)

Name .
Address - P
City . . State Zip_
AVICULTURAL BOOK CLUB™

P.0. Box 446-A, East Elmhurst, NY 11370 J

241



MARCH-APRIL 1983, VOLUME 37, NUMBER 2

CONTENTS
127 An important new field guide: Seabirds, an identification guide, by Peter Harrison
135 In Memorium: George Miksch Sutton 1898-1982
138 Nineteenth in the Fuertes print series
140 Identifying Streak-backed Orioles: a note of caution/ Kenn Kaufman
142 The status and distribution of the Red-cockaded Woodpecker in Arkansas/ Fred L. Burnside
146 The distribution, habitat preference, and status of the Mississippi Kite in Tennessee/ Peter I. Kalla and Fred J. Alsop, 111
150 The Changing Seasons/ Paul Lehman

The Autumn Migration: August 1-November 30, 1982
155 Northeastern Maritime Region/ Richard A. Forster
158 Quebec Region/ Norman David and Michel Gosselin
160 Hudson-Delaware Region/ Robert O. Paxton, William J. Boyle, Jr. and David A. Cutler
164 Middle Atlantic Coast Region/ Henry T. Armistead
167 Southern Atlantic Coast Region/ Harry E. LeGrand, Jr.
170 Floria Region/ Lyn §. and Brooks H. Atherton
173 Ontario Region/ Ron D. Weir
177 ' Niagara-Champlain Region/ Douglas P. Kibbe and Cheryl M. Boise
179 Appalachian Region/ George A. Hall
182 Western Great Lakes Region/ Daryl D. Tessen
185 Middlewestern Prairie Region/ Bruce G. Peterjohn
189 Central Southern Region/ Robert D. Purrington
192 Prairie Provinces Region/ Wayne C. Harris
194 - Northern Great Plains Region/ David O. Lambeth
196 Southern Great Plains Region/ Frances Williams
199 South Texas Region/ Fred S. Webster, Jr.
201 Northwestern Canada Region/ Helmut Griinberg
202 Northern Rocky Mountain-Intermountain Region/ Thomas H. Rogers
205 Mountain West Region/ Hugh E. Kingery
208 Southwest Region/ Janet Witzeman and John P. Hubbard
213 Alaska Region/ Daniel D. Gibson
214 Northern Pacific Coast Region/ Eugene S. Hunn and Philip W. Mattocks, Jr.
218 Middle Pacific Coast Region/ Ron LeValley and Don Roberson
223 Southern Pacific Coast Region/ Guy McCaskie
226 Hawaiian Islands Region/ Robert L. Pyle
228 West Indies Region/ Robert L. Norton

230 On Correct Identification/ George M. Sutton

232 Green Heron in Hawaii/ Peter W. C. Paton and Laurie H. Maclvor

234 Further notes on pipit identification/ Lars Svensson

236 Early nesting of the Roadrunner, Geococcyx californianus, in California/ James W. Cornett
237 Book and Record Reviews/ R. Arbib and S. R. Drennan

242 The Last Word

COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Hudsonian Godwit (Limosa haemastica), August 7, 1982, Middle Line Island, South Oyster
Bay, Long Island, New York. Exposure was 1/250 at F4.5. Taken with a Canon F1 and 400mm Canon lens. Photographer is
Frank K. Schleicher of Verona, New Jersey.



Participate in the fascinating
world of nature. . .

Build a comprehensive library of books about
birds. Keep well-informed about the latest books available—
and get the original publisher’s edition at a discount of up to 70% off

the publisher’s price!

QEESTORER LEAY
- ‘ .
X THE
BIRDWATCHER'S
COMPANION
4 AnE lznlnnl--‘
¥ \J‘I‘!l’:'):. ok vw) Pk,

1

___,..——-»
ITHE

FALCONS

OF THEWORLD

it
Ve jah
g by el g

Join the Birding Book Society today!

94056. THE BIRDWATCHER’S COM-
PANION. Christopher Leahy. An en-
cyclopedic reference book of North
American birdlife, containing critical
and trivial information. Full-color and
black-and-white illustrations by
Gordon Morrison. Counts as 2 of your
3 books. $29.95

39783. THE COMPLETE OUTFITTING
AND SOURCE BOOK FOR BIRD
WATCHING. Michael Scofield. Tech-
niques of bird watching, buying tips
for equipment, birding sites, and
much more. lllustrated. $12.95

64852 NORTH AMERICAN GAME
BIRDS AND MAMMALS. A. Starker
Leopold and Gene M. Christman. This
special guide gives you the latest in-
formation on 135 ‘important game
species. Superbly illustrated.  $19.95

62925. MOMENTS OF DISCOVERY.
Eliot Porter and Michael Harwood. 70
stunning photographic portraits of
birds in i{’ight, at the nest, during
courtship, and display; by the man
who is called “Audubon with a
camera.” Counts as 2 of your 3 books.

$29.95

39664. COMMON GROUND: A
NATURALIST’S CAPE COD. Robert
Finch and Amanda Cannell. Finch can
take a common event in the world of
wildlife and make it exceptional. We
see, hear, and feel the Cape Cod

through his prose. $12.95

48132. FALCONS OF THE WORLD.
Tom J. Cade and R. David Digby. Here
each of the 39 species of the genus
Falco is dealt with fully in accounts
that are scientific and exciting to read,
capturing the full flavor of the bird’s
lifestyles. Counts as 2 of your 3 books.

$38.50

51947. A GUIDE TO NORTH AMERI-
CAN BIRD CLUBS. Jon E. Rickert. 835
bird clubs in the U.S., Canada,
Mexico, and other areas. Persons to
contact, birding reports, member-
ship list, field trips, and more. $15.00

36377. BIRDS OF THE WORLD: A
CHECKLIST. James A. Clements. Com-
pletely revised and expanded, this
576-page volume is one of the most
scientifically reliable and usable com-
pilations of the world’s birds available
today. $19.95

94058. BIRDWATCH. Tony Soper. An
introduction to bird history, biology
and behavior by naturalist Tony Soper,
with illustrations by Robert Gillmor.

19.95

40772 THE COUNTRY JOURNAL
BOOK OF BIRDING. Alan Pistorius. A
year in the life of a “working” birder.

$15.95

41305. THE CUCKOO. lan Wyllie.
Impeccably scientific and totally ab-
sorbing. Describes in detail the habits
of this fascinating bird. Counts as 2 of
your 3 books. $30.00

36288. BIRD FAMILIES OF THE
WORLD. Ad Cameron and Dr. C.J.O.
Harrison. Presents, in realistic illus-
trations and readable text, every bird
family—living and extinct. 50 orni-
thologists from every part of the world
have contributed entries on their
specialties. Over 500 illustrations in
full-color. $25.00

55004. ILLUSTRATED GUIDE TO
BIRDS AND BIRDWATCHING. Neil
Ardley. Filled with full-color drawings
and drawings representing 340 repre-
sentative species, this guide shows
precisely how, when, and where to
watch birds; and how to identify any
birds you are likely to see. $15.95

50621. THE GREAT BIRD ILLUSTRA-
TORS AND THEIR ART 1730-1930.
Peyton Skipwith. 65 carefully selected
exquisite color plates by 15 famous
bird illustrators—including John
Gould and John James Audubon. Pre-
sents the history of the illustrated bird
through two centuries; will appeal
equally to the naturalist and lover of
the fine arts. $25.00

36307. BIRDS OF MAN’S WORLD
Derek Goodwin. This book reports
engrossingly on changes in bird be-
havior over the years due to man’s
presence and activities on this planet
Including man’s positive effects on
birdlife. $10.95

78309. SIMON & SCHUSTER’S GUIDE
TO BIRDS OF THE WORLD. Edited by
John Bull. Descriptions of 424 species
representative of the world’s bird
families. Over 500 full-color photo-
graphs; over 500 pages. Counts as 2 of
your 3 books. $22.50

48345. A FANCY FOR PIGEONS. Jack
Kligerman. Perhaps no other bird has
exerted such astronginfluence on the
imagination of western civilization
With charm and wit, their story is
told—along with the colorful person-
alities who have become enamored
with them. $12.00

The Birding Book Society is under new ownership.
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