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VOCALIZATION

The ‘“‘kicker’ song — mnew synthesis of an old

mystery

The supposed rarity of this song, and its
JSunction, remain as subjects of controversy.

SLOWLY BUT SURELY, what began as an
“‘ornithological mystery’’ (Brewster
1901) has evolved into a fascinating tale.
It is a tribute to the mysterious ways of
its perpetrators that they remained so
long unidentified. But whereas their
identities seem safely established, their
motives remain unclear. Hopefully this
paper will shed further light on these
matters.

To briefly recapitulate, Brewster
(1901) heard the “‘song’’ of an unidenti-
fied marsh bird that sounded to him like
““kik-kik-kik-ki-queeah.’’ He tentatively
guessed that the singer might be the
Black Rail (Laterallus jamaicensis), but
shortly thereafter, Ames (1902) claimed

Tim Manolis

to have heard the song from a Yellow
Rail (Coturnicops noveboracensis), held
in captivity. Kellogg (1962) rediscovered
the “‘kicker, > which he paraphrased as
‘“tic-tic-tic-McGreer,”’ and obtained a
recording of it. The mystery was subse-
quently solved, and the singer of the
song recorded by Kellogg was identified
as the Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola)
(Reynard and Harty 1968, Callin 1968,
Bollinger and Bowes 1973).

Most recently, Bailey (1977) observed
that the Clapper Rail (Rallus longiros-
tris) has a song very similar in form to
that of the “‘kicker. ’’ While conducting
a survey of Black Rails in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area of California for the Cali-

fornia Department of Fish and Game, I
independently made the same discovery.
However, I soon found that neither Bail-
ey nor I had really discovered anything
new at all. It seems that these calls of the
Clapper Rail have been variously des-
cribed as ‘‘kek(-kek-kek)-burr’’ (Tom-
linson and Todd 1973) or*‘kek(-kek-kek)
-hurrah’’ (Smith 1974). Smith discerned
what he termed ‘‘kek-burr’’ and ‘‘kek-
hurrah’ calls, but indicated that they
differed only in pitch and volume. A
nearly identical call, ‘‘kik-kik(-kik)-
kurr’’ (Meanley 1969) is given by the
King Rail (Rallus elegans). Even Kellogg
was aware of this call, which he likened
to the phrase ‘“hip-hip-hurrah’’ (record

Virginia Rail (Rallus limicola). Drawing by Tim Manolis
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BIRDING GUIDE SERVICES

“APACHERIA GUIDE SERVICE”
Quality guiding to the best bird-
ing areas of Southeastern Ari-
zona. Brochure: P.O. Box 861,
Patagonia, Arizona 85624. (602)
394-2456.

STAMPS

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS
from many countries. 25 different
35¢. Free list. GEO. FORD, P.O.
Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT,
BUSHNELL, NIKON, OPTOLYTH
OPTICS and accessories. Send
stamp for discount list. Specify
literature desired. Large stock.
Orders filled day received. Post-
paid. BIRDING, Box 5-E, Am-
sterdam, NY 12010.

OPTI-STOK—6% o0z., aluminum
support for hand-holding spotting
scopes and long telephoto lenses.
$13.50 ppd. Emerson Enterprises,
Box 3274, Boulder, CO 80307.

EQUIPMENT

20 YEAR WARRANTY on top Bush-
nell binoculars and telescopes. New
free catalog also includes Eureka
tents; Camp Trails backpacks and
sleeping bags; camping equipment;
nature books; feeders and much
more. Write: Northland Outfitters,
Rt 2, Box 316-BE, Marinette, Wi
54143.

“THE BEST OF THE REST"’

Lirding News
Survey

A handy collection of practical
birding articles. Quarterly. Over
500 sources. $8 a year. Outside
U.S., add $2. FREE sample.
Avian Publications, Inc.
P.O.Box 310
Elizabethtown, KY 42701

SLIDES

BIRDERS—Supplement your
slide collection, enhance your
presentations. Highest quality
35mm slides from the collection
of the Cornell Laboratory of
Ornithology. Most North Amer-
ican species, leading bird photo-
graphers. Free list. Write PHO-
TOS, 159 Sapsucker Woods,
Ithaca, NY 14850.

BIRD IDENTIFICATION SLIDES:
Hand held and close-up by pro-
fessional photographer. Catalog
and sample slide $1. Hundert-
mark Associates. Dept. AB. 223
Morningside NE, Albuquerque,
NM 87108.

FEEDERS

WILD BIRD FEEDERS. 99%
Squirrel-proofl  Free catalog.
Chunk suet feeders, $10.ppd.
DIALABIRD, 554B Chestnut St.,
Westwood, NJ 07675.

BOOKS

BIRD BOOKS are our specialty
Please send $1., for a compre-
hensive catalog. BUTEO BOOKS,
P.O. Box 481, Vermillion SD
57069.

BOOKS on Birds and Natural
History subjects, new and out-of-
print. Free Catalog. PETERSEN
BOOK CO., Box 966, Davenport,
|A 52805, formerly Pierce Book
Co.

BIRDING EAST OR WEST AF-
RICA, SOUTHEAST ASIA, THE
GALAPAGOS? Send $2.00 for
an extensive, annotated cata-
logue of out of print, rare and
new bird books (including latest
foreign field guides). Bird books
bought. PATRICIA LEDLIE—
bookseller, Box 46, Buckfield,
ME 04220, 207-336-2969.

TOURS

NATURE TOURS WEST offers nat-
uralist-led tours of California’s fin-
est bird habitats. We provide ev-
erything except personal gear. Call
or write for a free brochure: (707)
838-7382. 9410 Chalk Hil Rd,
Healdsburg, CA 95448.

TRAVEL
RESORT CONDOMINIUMS 1n
Rockport, Texas. Birdwatching,

winter home of Whooping Cranes
nearby, excellent fishing, tennis and
swimming. For Reservations call or
write: W.F. Development Corpora-
tion, P.O. Box 9265, Fort Worth,
TX 76107. (817) 332-5387.

Now Available

Pelagic Birdsin the Gulf of Maine

with notes on the identification of 28 species of western North

Atlantic pelagics

Davis W. Finch, William C. Russell and Edward V. Thompson

AvVAILABLE FROM AMERICAN Birps, 950 THirD AVE., NEW YORK,

N.Y. 10022 $3.00 Post Paid
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH — South Polar Skua, Catharacta maccormicki, photographed at Palmer Station, Antarctica, by Joseph R. Jehl, Jr
The pale golden-buff plumage of the head and neck of this light-phase skua, a field mark that distinguishes it from the dark-headed Great Skua,

Catharacta skua of the northern hemisphere, is beautifully illustrated here. Both skuas have been reported off both coasts of North America, this
one more often and more reliably in the Pacific.



