CONTINENTAL SURVEY

The Autumn Migration
August 1 - November 30, 1978

NORTHEASTERN MARITIME
REGION
/Peter D. Vickery

Birders in the Region will be very sad to
learn of Bob Smart’s death February 3.
Known throughout New England and more
recently in New York, Bob will probably be
best remembered for his unrivalled sense of
humor and good wit and his gifted ability as
an observer. Perhaps fittingly, Bob passed
away as he was about to venture forth on a
wintry boat trip off Ocean City, Maryland.
Several of his observations are included in the
fall season. I'm sorry there won’t be any more
letters from Bob. Invariably I'd open them
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first, just to see what Bob Smart had seen or
what he’d been up to. Everyone will miss his
hearty laugh and his great warmth.

Cool and dry weather predominated
throughout much of September and October.
Beginning September 8, Massachusetts
recorded a 43-day stretch of decidedly
colder-than-average weather. This period of
northerly cold fronts, unremitted by any major
Northeast storms or extended warm fronts,
had the obvious effect of pushing migrants
through the Region at a rapid clip. By mid-
October passerines were remarkably scarce
everywhere. The first hard freeze occurred
November 13 and with it three widely scat-
tered Cattle Egrets promptly disappeared.

Cape Cod experienced another disappoint-
1ng migration. It seems impossible that in a
fall’s birding an active birder could see 0 Her-
mit Thrushes, 2 Swainson’s Thrushes, 1
Veery, 4 Winter Wrens, 28 Ruby-crowned
Kinglets, 8 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 3 Sol-
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itary Vireos, 3 Scarlet Tanagers and 2 Fox
Sparrows, but that is precisely what happened
to one Cape Cod native. Manomet, too, exper-
ienced a poor fall season. Empidonax fly-
catchers and Catharus thrushes were again
well below normal. Manomet banded more
Tufted Titmice than ever before and this
incursion was noted as far north as New
Hampshire and southern Maine.

Several sub-regional editors have men-
tioned that local contributors have shown
varying levels of concern that their names and
initials are not included in the text. The
reason all direct observer names are generally
not included should be clear — over 400 peo-
ple take the time to send their notes to sub-
regional editors or to this editor directly. To
include all these names would occupy far too
much space, which is
already critically lim-
ited. Please under-
stand that such wide-
spread contributions
are appreciated very
much. Such complete
coverage supplies
essential information,
the volume of which is
sometimes frightening,
but that in the end
makes editorship a
greatly satisfying task.

LOONS, GREBES
— A single Arctic
Loon carefully identi-
fied at Waterside, Al-
bert Co., N.B., Aug. 18
(Gordon Pringle, fide
DSC) perhaps provided
a first Provincial re-
cord. In Maine, an Arc-
tic Loon in full breed-
ing plumage, closely
studied off Kittery Oct. 7 represented only the
second state record to be confirmed by three
or more observers (DJA, DWF, PDV). Inter-
estingly, the state’s first acceptable sight
record came from this precise locality October
1974. A Western Grebe in New Haven harbor,
Conn., from late October - Nov. 30+ was a
notable rarity for that state (fide NSP). The
Western Grebe at Reid S.P., near George-
town, Me., Nov. 17-30+ was only a second
state occurrence and was almost certainly one
of the two grebes at that locality last winter
(DD et al.).

TUBENOSES — Again this fall N. Fulmar
appeared by late September; 40x fulmars
were seen 8-10 mi e. of Chatham, Mass., Sept.
24 (CAG, BN et al) while 51 off Jeffrey’s
Ledge, N.H., Oct. 7 was a notable figure for
that state (CKs). Curiously, a boat party there
the following day observed no fulmar but
900+ Greater Shearwaters, whichwas unprece-

dented for New Hampshire waters (DJA,
DWF, PDV et al.). In late September Greater
Shearwaters seemed to move about 1n
nomadic fashion in the Bay of Fundy. Not a
single Greater was observed from the ‘“Blue-
nose’” ferry Sept. 26 and only two were noted
on the same crossing Sept. 27 (PKD, PDV et
al.). Two weeks later an impressive pelagic
flight was witnessed from Seal L., N.S., at the
mouth of the Bay of Fundy; 15,000+ Greaters,
three Sooty, one Manx and numerous Stercor-
ariidae were seen flying S (fide RGBB)
Generally fair weather conditions produced no
impressive flights along the Cape and Cory’s
Shearwaters were considered very scarce (BN)
Off Nantucket, 10,000+ Greaters and 30+
Cory’s were noted Sept. 11 (EFA et al.). Scat-
tered numbers of Cory’s Shearwaters were
seen throughout the summer off Sable I, N S
(IAMcL) but more surprising was a single
Cory’s 200 mi s.e. of Cape Race, Nfld., at 44°
46'N 50°07 W, Aug. 31 (BMacT). Notably late
was a single Sooty Shearwater e. of Newfound-
land at 49°19'N 52°09'W, Nov. 4 (BMacT) A
small black and white shearwater seen from
Sable 1., Aug. 27 may have been either an
Audubon’s or a Little Shearwater (Arnet
Sheppard, fide RGBB). The numbers of
Cory’s seen off Sable 1., suggest the pos-
sibility of Audubon’s which follow the Gulf
Stream but Little Shearwater cannot be dis-
counted, there being a previous 19th century
specimen — one of two for North America —
from that locality. Further s. one, possibly
two, Audubon’s Shearwaters were observed 20
mi s.e. of Block L., R.I., Aug. 26 (TD), this
record was again associated with the move-
ment of warmer Gulf Stream water into the
Cox’s Ledge area.

PELICANS, HERONS — Quite remark-
able this fall were the occurrences of three
White Pelicans in as many New England local-
ities. Single individuals were found at New
Haven, Conn., Oct. 1-2 (fide NSP), Little
Compton, R.I., Nov. 11-18 (fide CW) and at
various Cape Cod localities Oct. 31 through
November (v.o0., fide BN).

Southern herons n. of their usual himits
included a Little Blue at Antigonish, N S,
Aug. 13 (fide IAMcL) and another Little Blue
Heron at Cape Verde, Nfld., Aug. 21 {fide
MMP). Notably late Cattle Egrets found 1n
late October - early November included single
birds at Penniac, N.B., Cole Harbour, N S,
Bangor and Brunswick, Me. The New Bruns-
wick and two Maine birds were last seen Nov
12 and had departed (expired?) before the
frigid weather of the 13th. Single juv. Yellow-
crowned Night Herons were found at Sable I,
N.S., Aug. 6 - Sept. 10 (IAMcL) and Scar-
borough Marsh, Me., Sept. 2 (DJA, PDV)
Snowy Egrets flying to roost at Plum 1., Aug
26 numbered an incredible 985 individuals,
easily a Regional high (RSH). One or two
adults and two juv. Louisiana Herons at Plum
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I, Sept 10 suggested the possibility of local
breeding, perhaps m Boston harbor (fide
RSH).

WATERFOWL — Particularly impressive
this fall were the numbers of Whistling Swans
to occur in the Region. No fewer than 36
individuals were reported. These included: 25
at Hammonasset S.P., Conn., Nov. 25 (fide
DAS), one in Ipswich, Mass., Nov. 19-30+
(fide RPE), eight in Brunswick, Me., Nov. 26 -
Dec. 25 (CL et al.), three near Halifax, N.S., in
late November (fide SIT). In Connecticut 700
Brant briefly present near Guilford Oct. 23
was an unusual concentration for the state
(DAS). The occurrence of White-fronted
Geese in the Region inevitably raises questions
concerning the origin of such birds. A single
adult on Plum 1., Sept. 23 was not subspecific-
ally identified while an adult shot in French-
boro, Me., Oct. 30 was identified as gambellt
(WCR, *SG). Although not absolutely certifi-
able, the Frenchboro White-fronted was
almost certainly wild. Probably the Plum L.
bird was too. Some 1100 Snow Geese in Mon-
roe, N.H., Nov. 10 were about average (fide
KCE) while in New Brunswick 23 Snow Geese
were considered above average (fide DSC).

Ten Fulvous Whistling Ducks present at
Plum 1., for just one day, Nov. 7, appeared just
a day later than last year’s flock of ten (fide
RPE). Seven Eur. Wigeon were about average;
five occurred in Rhode Island (fide CW), one
1n Connecticut (fide NSP) and a single bird
was shot in Nova Scotia (fide CRKA). In the
same province N. Shovelers were reported on
the increase and 4-6 Redheads were notable
rarities at Antigonish Oct. 22 (fide CRKA).
Although there are minor annual fluctuations,
there seems little question that Canvasbacks
have increased their numbers in s. New Eng-
land, 700 at the E. Providence Res., R.1., Nov.
18 was perhaps a Regional high (fide CW).
Barrow’s Goldeneyes at the Bangor Dam,
Me., peaked at 28 birds, a lower-than-average
fall (fide PDV). Along the n. shore of
Massachusetts, three flocks of Com. Eiders
totaled 11,000+ individuals and was the
largest concentration in the state in recent
years (RSH). At least nine King Eiders were
reported. Again this fall enormous numbers of
Red-breasted Mergansers were observed in
Cape Cod Bay. This year’s 12,000+ seen off
Truro Nov. 5 easily eclipsed the 8000 seen
November 1977 (WRP).

VULTURES, HAWKS, EAGLES — Black
Vultures continued to draw attention. Three
individuals this fall brought the Region’s 1978
total to six, A Black Vulture was shot in Mad-
ran, N.B. (fide DSC, *N.B.M.), a single bird
was seen in flight over Cushing, Me., Nov. 13
(BC) and a bird seen over Sandwich, Mass.,
Oct. 10 (PAB) and near S. Plymouth, Mass.,
Oct. 10 (fide TLL-E) was quite likely the same
mdividual. The season’s total of at least 17
Golden Eagles, perhaps as many as 12 in Con-
necticut, possibly involved a number of mis-
identified juv. Bald Eagles. Closely scrutinized
and carefully detailed Golden Eagles were a
subadult over Pownal, Me., Oct. 2 (DN) and
singles over Mt. Tom, Mass., Sept. 17 & 19
(RS) and an individual at Oyster Pond, Hali-
fax Co., N.S., in late September (AL, fide
IAMcL). Some of the other reports may be
correct but details are not at hand.
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HAWK FLIGHTS — Concerted hawk
watching 1n New England, as elsewhere, has
become so widespread and the information so
voluminous, adequate coverage in this short
space is impossible. Readers seeking detailed
figures covering fall and spring migrations
should contact the New England Hawk Watch
and the Hawk Migration Association of North
America.

Particularly encouraging were the 13 care-
fully identified Cooper’s Hawks seen in e.
Massachusetts in September (cf. 2, 5, 4, 6, 9
September totals since '73). A notable high-
light this fall was the passage of 139 Ospreys
over Lighthouse Pt., Conn., Sept. 23 (AR et
al.), undoubtedly a Regional high for a single
day. Perhaps more significantly, all watchers
reported high Osprey numbers.

S.A.

Especially interesting was the observa-
tion of 10,086 Broad-winged Hawks over
Mt. Wachusett, Mass., Sept. 13 (PMR et
al.). Seeking possible explanations weather
research disclosed a unique situation. The
remains of a low pressure system over the
Maritimes and a second low pressure sys-
tem over the Great Lakes created two large
pockets of heavy cloud cover — one over
n.e. New England and the Maritimes and
the second over n.w. New England and
New York. Between these two cloud banks
a corridor of sunny skies with N-NW winds
produced a funnel effect which may have
sucked the Broad-wingeds through e. and
c. Massachusetts in unprecedented num-
bers. On the same day Mt. Tom exper-
ienced its heaviest flight with 3822 Broad-
wingeds counted. The effect of this system
was equally apparent the following day
when Hawk Mt., Pa., observers counted
21,000+ Broad-wingeds, apparently twice
their previous high. Finally, the tail end of
this system had an apparent effect farther
w. Some 33,000 Broad-wingeds were
counted near Duluth, Minn., Sept. 15.
Predictably, few Broad-wingeds were seen
| after this flight (PMR).

In Nova Scotia, 43 Red-tailed Hawks at
Digby Neck Nov. 11 was perhaps surprising
(SIT). Regional Peregrine Falcons numbered
between 80-90 individuals, a better-than-
average fall but not up to last fall’s 149 birds.
Merlins on Seal 1., N.S., peaked at 25 on Oct.
8; ten were noted at the same locality Oct. 16
(BMacT, IAMcLet al.).

RAILS, GALLINULES — In Massachu-
setts a King Rail was observed at Plum 1., Oct.
14-17 while two Clapper Rails were noted at
the same locality Sept. 23 (fide RSH). In w.
Massachusetts a juv. Purple Gallinule at
Longmeadow Oct. 24-25 marked only a sec-
ond Connecticut River valley record (fide SK).

SHOREBIRDS — American Oystercatch-
ers were more numerous than ever along
coastal Massachusetts; maximum counts
included 27 on Monomoy, 12 at Nantucket, 10
on Tuckernuck 1., 6 at Nauset, singles at Dux;
bury and Chatham. Three oystercatchers
remained on Block 1., Aug. 5 - Sept. 25 and in
the same state a late individual was seen at
Napatree Nov. 11 (v.0., fide CW).

Apparently many high Arctic breeding
shorebirds experienced a very poor, if not
disastrous nesting season. Observers across

the Region witnessed numbers, sometimes
impresstve numbers, of early migrants Quite
likely these birds were heading S after first
nest failures. However, many shorebirds
apparently attempted second nestings as the
general migration seemed one-to-two weeks
late. Nova Scotian observers felt that fair
weather conditions caused few birds to linger
“They just kept going rather than stopping in
Nova Scotia” (ELM). This pattern seemed to
be reflected across the Region. A notable
exception occurred on Seal 1., Sept. 1 when
poor weather conditions produced a remark-
able fall-out of 22 shorebird species, includ-
ing: Am. Golden Plovers, Pectoral, White-
rumped, W. sandpipers, Hudsonian Godwits
and Wilson’s Phalaropes (ELM). Perhaps sig-
nificantly, the 250 Am. Golden Plovers over
Seal 1., Sept. 1, the only sizable flock in the
Region, never landed but circled the island
and continued S. In New England, golden plo-
vers were few with no more than 85 individuals
reported Aug. 8 - Oct. 29. A single golden plo-
ver at Cherry Hill, N.S., Nov. 11 was very late
(fide ELM). Semipalmated Plovers peaked
some 7-10 days late; an early migrant was par-
ticularly notable at Matthew’s Lake, NS,
July 1. Equally unusual was a very late bird at
Crescent Beach, N.S., Nov. 10 (fide ELM) In
Massachusetts, higher Whimbrel counts were
80 at Monomoy Aug. 14 and 70 at S. Wellfleet
in August, these figures generally below aver-
age (fide RSH). A flock of 40+ Whimbrels was
noted near Cutler, Me., Aug. 8 while 31,
including a single white-rumped Whimbrel of
one or another Old World race, were seen at
Biddeford Pool {fide PDV). Late individuals
included single Whimbrels at Quicksand, R I
(fide CW) and Salisbury, Mass. (RSH) both
Oct. 21 and a Whimbrel at Matthew’s Lake,
Oct. 22 (fide ELM).

Although they have been suspected of nest-
ing for two years, Willets were confirmed
breeders only this year at Hammonasset S P
and Old Lyme, Conn. (fide NSP). A Willet of
w. origin, inornatus, was noted at Salisbury,
Mass., Nov. 12 (RSH). White-rumped Sand-
pipers experienced a good flight in Maine,
200+ birds were noted at Lubec in late August
(NF). Large numbers lingered late, 20-S0 were
seen at Amherst Pt., N.S., Oct. 29 - Nov 4
(SIT) and at least one White-rumped
remained on Mt. Desert I. to Nov. 30 (WCR)
Forty-four Baird’s Sandpipers July 31 - Oct
21 were about average. A Least Sandpiper at
Amherst Pt., N.S., Nov. 4 was very late indeed
(SIT). Three Curlew Sandpipers in Nova Sco-
tia were extraordinary. Singles occurred on
Sable I., Aug. 24; Cape Sable Sept. 24; Mat-
thew’s L., Oct. 22 (fide ELM).

Short-billed Dowitchers peaked early: 2200
were seen at Newburyport July 18 while 1600
were more or less on schedule at Monomoy
Aug. 5 (fide RSH). Notably late was a single
Short-billed on Plum 1., Oct. 9 (fide RSH) but
more exceptional was a critically identified
individual at Amherst Pt., N.S., Nov. 11 (CD,
fide ELM). In Nova Scotia, ten Long-billed
Dowitchers Aug. 26 - Nov. 11 were unusually
numerous. The Plum 1. concentration of 42
individuals peaked early Aug. 19 and was
fewer than in previous years {fide RSH). Three
Long-billeds were reported in Rhode Island
and Maine respectively. June 22 was quite cer-
tainly an unprecedented early arrival date for
a Stilt Sandpiper at Three Fathom Harbour,
Halifax Co., N.S. (IAMcL, ELM). Elsewhere
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i Nova Scotia, at least 26 indwiduals, the
latest Oct. 1, were above average (fide ELM).
New England Stilt Sandpipers figured some
78 individuals, 53 on Plum L. in July. Ten Stilt
Sandpipers at Wells, Me., Aug. 2 was an
unusual concentration (PDV). Although exact
figures were not available, the enormous
Semipalmated Sandpiper concentration at
Mary's Pt., N.B., apparently reached only
10-20% of its normal level (fide ELM). If cor-
rectly identified, strikingly late Semipalmated
Sandpipers in Nova Scotia included: three at

Martinique Beach Nov. 5, one at Antigonish.

Nov 8, and one there Nov. 20 (fide ELM). A
critically examined Semipalmated Sandpiper
at Plum 1., Nov. 30 was remarkable (RSH).
Forty-two. Buff-breasted Sandpipers at 18
localities Aug. 29 - Sept. 19 were average.
Massachusetts Marbled Godwits totaled 29
individuals, notably 12 at Nauset, Aug. 4 -
Oct 9 (fide RSH). Elsewhere at least six were
seen in Connecticut and one each was
recorded in New Hampshire and Maine. Two
Marbled Godwits at Kelly’s Beach, N.B., Aug.
S - Oct. 4 were rare provincial occurrences
(RTB).

Certainly the rarest shorebirds of the fall
were the three Bar-tailed Godwits in New Eng-
land, there being only five previous New Eng-
land records. A basic-plumaged individual
was seen and photographed at Pine Pt., Me.,
Aug 31 - Sept. 8 for a first state record (LL et
al ) A Bar-tailed in full breeding plumage was
seen at Plum 1., Sept. 4-7 (PAB et al.) while
another in partial breeding plumage remained
at Nantucket Sept. 23 - Oct. 21 (fide RRV).
Speculation that the Plum Island and Nantuc-
ket birds may involve the same individual
seems questionable.

Maximum counts of Hudsonian Godwits
include 150 at Monomoy in August (fide RSH)
while 63 on Seal 1., Sept. 1 was without prec-
edent for the Province (ELM). Four Ruffs in
Nova Scotia brought the fall migration total to
six Incredible. Noted in the Breeding Season
report were two on Sable I. in July. Added to
these was a Reeve in West Lawrencetown Aug.
11, present two weeks, a Reeve on Sable L.,
Aug 23, another at Cherry Hill Aug. 28 and a
juv Ruff on Sable L., Sept. 1-2 (v.0., fide
ELM). In late August Red Phalaropes off
Brier 1., N.S., routinely number some 20,000
birds. This August 2000 was a maximum daily
count (RGBB). Nine Red Phalaropes were
notably rare at Old Lyme, Conn., Oct. 2
(DAS). The Deer 1., N.B., N. Phalarope con-
centration never developed; no more than

15,000+ birds were noted in the immediate
area (PDV et al.). Apparently the failure of
euphausiids to swarm in Passamaquoddy Bay
forced the phalaropes elsewhere. Regional
Wilson’s Phalaropes numbered a remarkable
46 birds, including 23 at 15 Nova Scotian
localities July 29 - Oct. 7 (fide ELM).

JAEGERS, SKUAS — One of two especially
interesting reports was received from BMacT
who made seabird observations for the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service aboard the “Gadus
Atlantica” off the e. coast of Newfoundland
and s. Labrador July 29 - Sept. 1. During this
period 168 Pomarine, 43 Parasitic and 211
Long-tailed jaegers (plus 12 unidentified) were
observed, these ratios and totals being normal
for the area. Undoubtedly the voyage's most
fascinating observations surrounded the 253
skuas observed. Some 200 skuas were seen
Aug. 26-30 off the e. and s. edge of the Grand
Banks. About 60%, thought to be juv. Great
Skuas, were ‘‘very dark birds with shorter,
more rounded wings, and greatly restricted
white patches, and were much tamer and
more aggressive toward each other.” Notably
these ‘dark skuas’ seem to be restricted to a
relatively small area. Other interesting sight-
ings by BMacT included a Lesser Black-
backed Gull Aug. 26, 130 mi e.n.e. of St.
John’s, Nfld., five Sabine’s Gulls Aug. 9-11
near Hamilton Bank, s.e. coast of Labrador, a
Bay-breasted Warbler Aug. 21,110 mi e.s.e. of
Battle Harbour, Lab., and a Cape May War-
bler Aug. 31, 140 mi s.e. of Cape Race, Nfld.;
the two warblers being very rare for their
respective localities. [!—Ed.] MacTavish also
noted an impressive seabird flight from
L’Anse-aux-Meadows, Nfld., Sept. 13. During
40 knot NE winds 429 Pomarine, 82 Parasitic,
one Long-tailed jaegers (100+ jaeger sp.),
three skuas (presumably Great) and 10,000+
kittiwakes were observed. The difference in
ratios of the three jaeger species observed at
sea and from land was particularly interesting.

The second fascinating report comes from
Rhode Island where a pelagic trip to Cox’s
Ledge Sept. 24 listed 14 Pomarine, one Para-
sitic, five Long-tailed jaegers (all adult), two
Great Skuas and one South Polar Skua (CW
et al.), the number of Long-tailed Jaegers
remarkable for New England waters. Else-
where in New England, five Pomarine Jaegers
off Jeffrey’s Ledge, Oct. 8 was without pre-
vious precedent for New Hampshire (DWF et
al.) while eight Pomarines off First Encounter
Beach on Cape Cod Nov. 24 was notable for

Shorebirds — Newburyport and Plum Island (B.0.E.M.)

Aug. Sept. Oct.
1-  6- 11- 16- 21- 26- 1- 6- 11- 16- 21- 26-
S 10 15 20 25 31 5 1015 20 25 30 7 25
Semipalmated Plover 100 250 500 100 320 250 80 12 8
Black-bellied Plover 8 400 650 500 850 1000 375 125
Greater Yellowlegs 50 34 60 40 50 50 275 82 25 80
Lesser Yellowlegs 400 450 500 300 12 18
Red Knot 12 12 100 5 17 26
White-rumped
Sandpiper 1 5 10 5§ 25 5 30 16 8 20
Dunlin 2 1 2 40 1200 2500
Short-billed Dowitcher 250 425 170 45 70 30 20 4
Long-billed Dowitcher 1 42 26 10 30 35 20 12
Stilt Sandpiper 35 8 14 2 6 2 3
Semipalmated
Sandpiper 2508 5000 9500 1200 350 2
Hudsonian Godwit 42 56 4 12 6 6 3 1
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the date (BN et al) Cape Cod birders con-
sidered Parasitic Jaegers to be below average
There were no sizable flights all fall (BN),
though two at Eastham Nov. 11 were very late
(WRP). Single Long-tailed Jaegers were noted
off Nantucket Sept. 11 (fide RPE) and
Monomoy Oct. 10 (fide RPE).

As ever, skuas remain problematical. Three
Great Skuas were carefully noted from Seal I,
N.S., Oct. 8 (ELM et al.) while in New Hamp-
shire two probable Great Skuas were seen on
Jeffrey’s Ledge Oct. 7 (EWP et al.). Other than
the previously mentioned Cox’s Ledge skua
the only other South Polar Skua was seen on
Stellwagen Bank, Mass., on the interesting
date of Oct. 17 (M.B.O. staff, fide TLL-E)
Elsewhere only five skua sp. were reported.

GULLS, TERNS — At least six Lesser
Black-backed Gulls were noted in the Region,
four along coastal Massachusetts (RRV ez al ),
the Digby, N.S. bird was present by mid-
October (SIT) and BMacT noted an adult
e.n.e. of St. John's, Nfld., Aug. 26. New
England Black-headed Gulls totalled only
eight individuals. A Franklin’s Gull on Sable
1., July 23 - Sept. 13 represented only a second
Provincial record (IAMcL et al.). Bonaparte’s
Gulls at Deer 1., like N. Phalaropes, did not
materialize in numbers comparable to pre-
vious years; no more than 15,000 individuals
were noted (NF, PDV et al.). Little Gulls 1in
New England numbered some 14 birds. In
Massachusetts, single Sabine’s Gulls off
Stellwagen Bank Aug. 27 (DJA, SAP ef al)
and Nantucket Sept. 10 {fide RPE) were about
average but were a fraction of last fall’s extra-
ordinary 11 birds. An ad. Sabine’s Gull was
notably rare at Sandy Pt., R.L, Aug. 15 (fide
Ccw).

S.A.

While conducting a seabird survey
BMacT observed an unidentified gull Nov
22 at 54°52'N 54°45 W, The gull appeared
notably similar to an ad. Glaucous Gull
with an identical bill (shape and color),
similar shape and size of head, body, tail
and wings. The significant difference 1n
this gull was the mantle color which was
twice as dark as an ad. Herring Gull,
seemingly very similar to the mantle color
of Lesser Black-backed Gull (LF. graell-
sif). White wing tips and border on the
edge of the wing were noted to “‘contrast
beautifully.” The underside of primaries
and secondaries were a slate gray lighter
than the mantle and were in marked con-
trast to the white underwing coverts
Flight was ‘‘strong, fluid and slightly
graceful,” precisely as in Glaucous Gull
The description suggests a possible Glau-
cous X Greater Black-backed Gull but
BMacT feels that the lack of any dark
spots in the primaries and graceful flight
preclude such a possibility. Suggestions as
to the possible identity of this gull are
solicited by the Regional Editor. Mac-
Tavish would love to know the identity of
his ““Slaty-backed Glaucous Gull.”’

Forster’s Terns were well above average,
some 23 were noted. in c. Massachusetts (fide
RSH), eight occurred in Rhode Island (fide
CW) while in Maine, three Forster’s Terns 1n
Portland Sept. 2 and a single bird at Pine Pt ,
Sept. 2 were notably rare for the state (DIA,
PDV et al.). An enormous flock of 10,000+
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Com Terns must have been a spectacular
sight as 1t circled over Tuckernuck 1., Mass.,
Sept 24. The terns were noted kettling higher
and higher until dusk when they were seen
heading S (RRV et al.). Not surprisingly, the
Region’s 11 Royal Terns were restricted to s.
New England; four in e. Massachusetts (fide
RPE) and seven in Rhode Island (fide CW).
Single Sandwich Terns were rare occurrences
at Tuckernuck I., Aug. 21 (RRV et al) and
Monomoy Sept. 9 (fide RPE). Only 22 Caspian
Terns were noted from the three s. New Eng-
land states while a Black Tern was surpris-
ingly late off Provincetown Oct. 9 (RSH, RRV
etal ).

ALCIDS — For the second consecutive year
alcids were few. A small flight occurred along
coastal Massachusetts, Nov. 22-24; 23 Razor-
bills were seen off Provincetown (RSH), 20
were noted off First Encounter Beach (BN et
al ), further n. 19 occurred off Rockport (fide
RPE). Seven Thick-billed Murres were seen at
Sandy Neck, Barnstable, Nov. 18 while four
were seen at Rockport Nov. 23 (fide RPE).
Dovekies were also very scarce. No doubt the
most unexpected occurrence was a single
Dovekie in Sharon, Conn., Nov. 17, at least 50
mi1 from the nearest salt water (AG). A single
breeding-plumaged Dovekie was a rare occur-
rence off Brier 1., N.S., Sept. 2. A single Com.
Puffin off Rye, N.H., Oct. 4 was very early
(EWP, fide KCE) while late summer puffins
off Brier 1., N.S. were more numerous than
ever A peak count of 121 puffins Aug. 28 sug-
gested that they might be experiencing a pop-
ulation increase in the Bay of Fundy (RGBB).

CUCKOOS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
— Vagrant Yellow-billed Cuckoos were about
average with seven in Nova Scotia and five on
Maine’s islands. A freshly dead Yellow-billed
Cuckoo was a rare find in Taylor Place, Nfld.,
Oct 11 M, fide MMP), Black-billed Cuckoo
was one of few passerines which occurred in
excellent numbers on Cape Cod, 14 at Sand-
wich Aug. 16 being the highest day’s total
(ide BN). Snowy Owls were a bit more
numerous this fall: at least six were reported
1n November. The mid- to late-October migra-
tion of Saw-whet Owls was again well doc-
umented this fall: 13 were banded on Bon Por-
tage I, N.S., Oct. 21-22 (fide IAMcL), seven
Saw-whets were noted at Monomet Oct. 17 -
Nov 7 (fide TLL-E) and two birds were cap-
tured on Block 1., R.I., Oct. 16-21 (HL). Very
late humingbirds, presumably Ruby-throated
but not certainly so, were seen on Nantucket
Nov 17 (fide EFA) and Guilford, Conn., Nov.
22 (DAS).

At least 13 Red-headed Woodpeckers
reported from the Connecticut R. valley in w.
Massachusetts were well above average (fide
SK) Elsewhere numbers seemed about as
usual, 4-5 were noted on Cape Cod (BN) and
at least six were noted at as many coastal
localities in Maine (fide PDV). Yellow-bellied
Sapsuckers were especially numerous on Mon-
hegan 1., Sept. 30; some 50-60 individuals
were noted (DWF, PDV ef al.). Two N. Three-
toed Woodpeckers at Amherst Pt., N.S., Nov.
11-30+ marked perhaps only the fourth Pro-
vincial record for this species (CD, fide
IAMcL). Considerably further s. a Black-
backed Three-toed Woodpecker was notably
unusual at E. Kingston, N.H., Nov. 7 (DWF,
fide KCE).
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FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS, JAYS —
Western Kingbirds were well above average
this fall with at least 47 individuals reported.
Two W. Kingbirds in Truro, Mass., Nov. 24
were impressively late (WRP). A Great
Crested Flycatcher at Fundy N.P., N.B., Oct.
23 was notably late (DSC). This season’s two
Say’s Phoebes both occurred in Maine; the
first was easily studied in S. Thomaston Oct. 4
(EK. fide JC) and the second was seen in Bar
Harbor Oct. 30 (WCR ef al.). The only Aca-
dian Flycatcher n. of Massachusetts was
banded on E. Egg Rock, Me., Aug. 11 (fide
SKr). In recent years the species has been
regular on one or another of Maine’s islands.
Late Barn Swallows include the following: 6 at
Plum 1., Nov. 4; 9 in New Brunswick, Nov.
6-13; 4 on Brier 1., N.S., Nov. 11; 1 or 2 on
Monomoy Nov. 19. This was the third consec-
utive fall for such a November influx.

Starting in mid-October and continuing
through November large numbers of Gray
Jays emerged from their spruce-fir habitat.
Twenty to thirty birds a day were routine in
the Sackville, N.B., area and were almost as
numerous elsewhere. These numbers in such
atypical habitats as farmyards, open fields,
along marshes, open deciduous woods and
even along a breakwater seemed to indicate an
impressive fall migration. But few birds were
reported s. of their normal range. Possibly a
temporary food shortage forced the jays from
their coniferous habitat. By late November
they were no longer obviously apparent.

RAVENS, TITMICE, WRENS — Follow-
ing a pattern of S expansion developing over
the last 6-10 years two Com. Ravens were
carefully observed at Mt. Riga, Salisbury,
Conn., Noy. 3 (MR, fide NSP). This was the
second consecutive fall ravens were noted at
that Connecticut locality. This fall Tufted Tit-
mice experienced the largest flight ever wit-
nessed in New England. Beginning in October
unprecedented numbers ranged N into ¢. New
Hampshire and s. Maine. At least 200+ tit-
mice were reported in s. Maine n. to Portland
and Brunswick, the northernmost as far as
Old Town in mid-October (fide WCT). New
Hampshire experienced its largest influx ever
with many reports of 3-5 birds coming to feed-
ers in the s. part of the state. A single titmouse
occurred n. to Littleton (fide KCE). Appar-
ently this incursion originated s. of the Region
as Manomet banded 113 titmice, by a wide
margin their largest season’s total (fide
TLL-E). An examination of New England
CBCs should give some indication as to the
longevity of this incursion. A Carolina Wren
in St. Andrew’s, N.B., Sept. 14 was only a
fourth provincial record (fide DSC) while in
N.S., single Short-billed Marsh Wrens were
found on Seal L., Sept. 25 and Oct. 8 respec-
tively (ELM, IAMcL et al.).

WHEATEAR, SOLITAIRE — Six
Regional Wheatears were decidedly above
average. A single bird was seen at L’Anse-
aux-Meadows, Nfld., Sept. 16 (BMacT). Sin-
gle Maine Wheatears were found in Damaris-
cove Sept. 10 and inland in Raymond Sept. 23
(fide PDV). Massachusetts Wheatears
occurred at Salisbury Oct. 15-17 and partic-
ularly rare was another inland individual at
Quabbin Sept. 1 - 7 (fide SK). A Wheatear on
Grand Manan, N.B., Sept. 4-5 was only the
Province’s fourth (DWF et al.). A Townsend’s

Solitaire n Warren, R1, Nov 11-30+ was
only the eighth Regional occurrence, the fifth
since 1976 (R. Bowen, fide CW). Previous
records include 3 sight records for New Bruns-
wick, a 1976 specimen from Nova Scotia and a
somewhat problematical 1976 New Hamp-
shire sight record. Added to this are two
previously unpublished Rhode Island sight
records, both in December, 1957 (fide CW) It
is unclear whether these recent sightings
reflect a higher incidence of vagrancy or
increased winter birding coverage. Probably 1t
is the latter.

GNATCATCHERS THROUGH SHRIKES
— Notably unusual were two single Blue-gray
Gnatcatchers at Mary’s Pt., N.B., Sept. 18-19
and Oct. 30 (DSC ef al.). Migrant Ruby-
crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets
appeared to have at least partially recovered
their numbers. Both were reasonably common
throughout the fall in ¢. Maine. Netting opera-
tions on Block I., totalled 31 Golden-crowneds
(0 in 77) and 23 Ruby-crowned Kinglets (7 1n
77) (HL). However Manomet still considered
numbers to be well below normal. The first
Bohemian Waxwings appeared more or less
on schedule with singles at Tide Head, N B,
Oct. 16 and Fundy N.P., Oct. 29 (fide DSC)
In Maine, 15 Bohemians were noted in Ban-
croft in late November and 40-60 were seen 1n
Orono by month’s end (fide PDV). In late
October and throughout November N. Shrikes
staged an impressive flight across New Eng-
land. By late November numbers on the Cape
had dwindled (BN). The Region’s three Log-
gerhead Shrikes all occurred in Massachu-
setts, at Plum 1., Aug. 19 {fide RPE), Sand-
wich Sept. 21 (fide BN) and Westhampton
Oct. 23 (fide SK).

RARE VIREOS AND WARBLERS —
Juvenal White-eyed Vireos on Seal 1., Oct. 6 &
9 were, because of slightly different eye color,
thought to be different individuals (BMacT,
SIT). Southern warblers on Sable 1. this fall
were again remarkable. These included d
Pine Warbler Aug. 12-14, 7 Prairies, Loui-
siana Waterthrush Sept. 8, Kentucky Warbler
Sept. 2, Connecticut Warbler Sept. 9-13, 10
Yellow-breasted Chats, 4 Hooded Warblers
Sept. 1-16 (IAMcL, fide PRD). Elsewhere 1n
the Region a Prothonotary Warbler was seen
on Cape Cod at Chatham Sept. 10 (fide BN) A
freshly dead Worm-eating Warbler was
notable on Seal 1., Oct. 14 while a Blue-
winged Warbler was observed there Aug
25-26 (fide PRD). A single Blue-winged was
unusual at Appledore 1., Me., Aug. 23 (fide
KCE). Six Orange-crowned Warblers on Seal
I., were fewer than average, although four on
Monhegan 1., Sept. 30 was a surprising daily
total (DWF et al.). Single Cerulean Warblers
were noted in Massachusetts at Tuckernuck
L., Aug. 18 (RRV et a/.) and Nantucket Sept 3
(EFA). Three Pine Warblers at as many Nova
Scotia localities Aug. 12 - Oct. 9 were average
while in New Brunswick a Pine Warbler at
Fundy N.P., Oct. 26 was notably rare as was a
Prairie Warbler at Mary’s Pt., Oct. 16 (DSC)
Kentucky Warblers were unusual in Mass-
achusetts at Manchester Aug. 21 and at
Nahant Sept. S (fide RPE). Five Connecticut
Warblers banded at Manomet were about
average (fide TLL-E). Again this fall the
warbler rarity was a MacGillivray’s Warbler,
on Nantucket Nov. 23 (RRV et al.). Distinctive
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features included a “‘white throat without any
trace of yellow, prominent white partial eye-
ring and dusky, suffused streaks on throat”
{RRV). Only a second Regional occurrence,
the previous record was discovered just last
year in Lexington, Mass., Nov. 13-28 (48 32:
179). [The putative 1972 MacGillivray's War-
bler specimen proved to be a Mourning War-
bler (RAF).] In Newfoundland, a Cape May
Warbler 140 mi s.e. of Cape Race Aug. 31
{BMacT) and a Canada Warbler at Oxen
Pond Sept. 20 (fide MMP) were both rare, as
was a Bay-breasted 110 mi. s.e. of Battle Har-
bour, Lab., Aug. 21 (BMacT).

VIREOS, WARBLERS — Although few
figures were noted, New England observers
felt there was a good fall flight of Philadelphia
Vireos. The first heavy movement of Cape
May and Bay-breasted Warblers Aug. 11 was
startingly early: Cape Cod and Nantucket
both noted sizable numbers (EFA, BN), Nan-
tucket also experienced a major flight Aug. 21
and smaller waves Aug. 27 and Sept. 3 and
later pulses Sept. 8 - 10 and Sept. 20 (EFA).
Not surprisingly, warblers connected to the
spruce budworm infestation were all partic-
ularly numerous. Typical counts included 450
Cape Mays on Green L., Me., Aug. 25 (ICTN,
fide RAF). Notably late warblers were a
Black-and-white at Manomet Nov. 29 (fide
TLL-E), a Cape May on Nantucket Nov. 26
(EFA, RRV et al.), a Wilson's on Cape Cod at
Sandwich Nov. 17 {fide BN) and an Am. Red-
start on Nantucket Nov. 25 (EFA. RRV et al.).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS — Some 13
Yellow-headed Blackbirds occurred Aug. 26 -
Oct. 25: Nova Scotia (5), Maine (1), Massachu-
setts (4), Rhode Island (1). Connecticut (2). A
single Orchard Oriole was very late on Sable
1., Sept. 28 (fide 1AMcL) while in Massachu-
setts single Brewer's Blackbirds were noted on
Nantucket (EFA) and at Truro Nov. 4 (BN ef
al.). Single W. Tanagers. more typically late
fall vagrants. were observed in Truro, Mass.,
Sept. 17 (fide BN} and on Block 1.. Sept. 30
(PKD er al.). The fall's three Summer
Tanagers were individuals at Manomet Aug.
28 (fide TLL-E), Nantucket Sept. 5 (fide EFA)
and Hammond River, N.B., Sept. 10 (fide
DSC), the New Brunswick record being
notably rare.

FRINGILLIDS — A Black-headed Gros-
beak photographed at Martinon, St. John Co.,
N.B.. Oct. 10 provided a first confirmed Pro-
vincial record (fide DSC) while another
sporadically present at a S. Portland, Me.,
feeder from late September - Nov. 30+ was
also photographed for a third Maine record
(fide PDV). Blue Grosbeaks totalled some 12
individuals, the most unusual being an inland
bird in w. Massachusetts at Amherst Oct. 7
(PY et al.). An Indigo Bunting was impres-
sively late at Fundy N.P., N.B., Oct. 23 (DSQ).

For the second consecutive fall Dickcissels
were decidedly scarce; fewer than 30 were
reported. Four Regional Lark Buntings was
the largest number ever seen in one season. A
bird photographed and banded at East
Haven, Conn., Oct. 8-25 provided a first con-
firmed state record (fide NSP) while a @ type
on Monhegan 1., Sept. 30 - Oct. 3 (DWF, CM
et al.) provided a fourth (the second con-
firmed) state record. In Massachusetts a @
type was observed in Truro Sept. 17-18 (BN et
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al.} and a molting male lingered at Salisbury
Sept. 27 - Nov. J0+ (fide RPE).

Lazuli Bunting. Monhegan I, Me. Oct. 5,
1978. Photo/Tom Martin.

S.A.

Unquestionably the rarest bird of the
season was the @ Lazuli Bunting present
on Monhegan 1., Me., Oct. 4-6 (DWF et
al.). Photographed, the bunting provided a
first confirmed Regional occurrence.
Interestingly, there is a previous Maine
sight record for Mt. Desert I., October,
1974. Distinctive features separating this
Lazuli Bunting from Indigo Bunting
included two well defined, broad wingbars,
a notable buffy orange breast and a com-
plete absence of any streaking on the lower
surface. Other confirmed records e. of Illi-
nois include single birds photographed in
Florida Mar. - Apr., 1977 and Pennsylva-
nia Jan. - Mar., 1975. There is a single
sight record for Virginia Oct., 1975.

“WINTER” FINCHES — Evening Gros-
beaks appeared as usual in September and
October. Otherwise “winter’”” finches were
essentially non-existent anywhere in the
Region but Nova Scotia, where large numbers
of White-winged Crossbills were apparent
since July (fide PRD). Especially interesting in
such a flightless autumn were the remarkably
early occurrences of single Com. Redpolls at
Truro, Mass., Oct. | (RSH) and Seal L., Oct.
11 (BMacT). The Truro redpoll was by at least
two weeks a record early date for Massachu-
setts.

SPARROWS — In Nova Scotia, Grasshop-
per Spatrows numbered some 15 individuals.
13 on Seal 1.. with a peak of five Oct. 16
(BMacT). MacTavish points out that Grass-
hopper Sparrows seem to follow a pattern
similar to three other regular w. vagrants: W.
Kingbird, Dickcissel and Lark Sparrow. He
suggests that fall Grasshopper Sparrows
might possibly be of w. origin. Such common
s. New England breeding species as House
Wren, Indigo Bunting., and Rufous-sided
Towhee are not especially numerous on Seal
I.. either spring or fall. Spring Grasshopper
Sparrows are rare indeed on Seal I.; these
would, presumably, be s. overshoots. Perhaps
netting efforts would help answer the ques-
tion. Also on Seal . was a Henslow’s Sparrow
Oct. 9, for only a second Provincial record
(BMacT). In e. Massachusetts a Henslow’s
Sparrow was closely scrutinized on Plum I.,
Sept. 14 (RRV). The season’s total for Lark
Sparrows was 25 (15 in 1977, 31 in 1976) while
16 Clay-colored Sparrows at 10 localities were

also about average. The only ‘gambelli”
White-crowned was also reported from Seal I..
Oct. 18 (BMacT).

SUB-REGIONAL EDITORS (boldface
italic), Contributors {boldFace), Observers and
other abbreviations — Dennis 1. Abbott,
Charles R. K. Allen, Edith F. Andrews,
George Appell, Wallace Bailey, Arthur Bor-
ror, Richard G. B. Brown, Paul A. Buckley,
Tom Burke, Roger T. Burrows, Bartram Cad-
bury, Joe Cadbury, David S. Christie, Shirley
Cohrs, Robert Craig, Peter A. Cross, Neil Cur-
rie. Tom Davis, Paul Desjardin, Con Desplan-
que, Phyllis R. Dobson, Paul K. Donahue,
Dale Dorr, Susan R. Drennan, Kimball C.
Elkins, Ruth P. Emery, Norm Famous,
Richard L. Ferren, Davis W. Finch, Richard
A, Forster, Arthur Gingert, Carl A. Goodrich,
Stan Grierson, Vera Hebert. Richard S. Heil,
Bartlett Hendrick, Elizabeth Kaufman, Seth
Kellogg, Craig Kesselheim. Douglas Kraus,
Steve Kress (SKr), Helen Lapham, Vernon
Laux, Lucey Lee, Chris Livesay, Trevor L.
Lloyd-Evans, Alan Longhurst, Mike Lucey,
Bruce MacTavish, Frank W. Mantlik, John
Maunder, fan A. McLaren, Cloe Mifsud, Eric
L. Mills, Norman E. Muller, Dan Nickerson,
Blair Nikula, 1an C. T. Nisbet, Michael M.
Parmenter, Simon A. Perkins, Wayne R.
Peterson, Elizabeth W. Phinney, Noble S.
Proctor, Paul M. Roberts, Mike Root, Arne
Rosengren, Nellie Ross, William C. Russell,
David A. Sibley, Robert Smart, Stuart L.
Tingley, William C. Townsend, Richard R.
Veit, Peter D. Vickery, Charles Wood, Peter
Yankey, B.O.E.M., Bird Observer of Eastern
Massachusetts, N.B.M., New Brunswick
Museum, *, specimen to, v.0., - various
observers. — PETER D. VICKERY, Box 14,
Lincoln Center, Maine 04458.

QUEBEC REGION
/Normand David and
Michel Gosselin

Weather conditions did not vary much
from the average throughout the season. It
was noticed, however, that September was
somewhat rainy and cool, and October was
generally sunny and largely free of gusty
easterly winds. November was cold and, as
usual, brought winter conditions by the end
of the season. This report also includes note-
worthy nesting records received too late for
their inclusion in our breeding season report.

FULMARS THROUGH BITTERNS —
Record numbers of pelagics were reported
during the summmer-fall season: 160 N. Ful-
mars were at Blanc-Sablon June 16 (JLD),
and 12 at nearby St-Paul Aug. 5 (PC); 978
Greater Shearwaters at Blanc-Sablon June 16
(JLD) and 175 Aug. 4 (PC), one in Sainte-
Marie 1., July 21 (KAB), and one from the
Trois-Pistoles ferry Oct. 6 (JHy et al.). Also
at Blanc-Sablon were 375 Sooty Shearwaters
Aug. 4 (PC); two Manx Shearwaters were
turned up there Aug. 4, and two at Natash-
quan Aug. 6 (PC et al.). Locally rare cor-
morants included an imm. Great at Lauzon
Sept. 10 (PBr) and an imm. Double-crested at
Bagotville Sept. 2 (YG). Inadvertently omit-
ted from last season’s report was an ad. Little
Blue Heron at Barachois June 3 (RB, m. ob.).
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GULLS THROUGH
NIGHTHAWKS — An
ad. Lesser Black-
backed Gull found at
Gatineau Nov. 30
(RF) was subsequently
photographed and seen
by many; the first
Thayer’s Gull was at
nearby Aylmer Oct. 29
(BD, IJHs). Black-
headed Gulls were
widely noticed: Les
Escoumins Aug. 6-7
(AB et al.), Magdalen
Is., Aug. 18-19 (LH),
Rimouski area Aug.
22-30 (GG, JRP), and
Beauharnois Nov. 25

A late Black-crowned Night Heron was at
Jonquiére Nov. 12 (fide NB), and an Am.
Bittern’s nest was found at Schefferville June
23 (RH).

WATERFOWL THROUGH RAPTORS
— A White-fronted Goose stopped at Cap
Tourmente Sept. 23 - Oct. 7 (BH); the
mystery of the Ruddy Shelduck continued,
with a bird at Chambly Sept. 8-10 (MM et
al.), a likely location for an escapee (see AB
32:331, 1141). A Mallard was at Harrington
Harbour June 30 (KAB), and a nest of Lesser
Scaup was found at Schefferville June 28
(RH), which represents a tremendous range
extension. A Harlequin Duck at Lasalle Nov.
18-19 (PBa, m.ob.) was the first Montreal
record in nearly 10 years.

Single Turkey Vultures were reported from
Luskville Aug. 10 (HM, JAM) and Masham
Oct. 28 (MW). Noteworthy eagle records
included a Golden Eagle at Aylmer Sept. 19
(BD,JHs), and one at both Rigaud and
Hébertville Nov. 7 (JW,NB), plus a Bald
Eagle at Arthabaska Aug. 17 (AL). Two or
three Gyrfalcons moved into the Arvida-
Jonquiére area in October (NB), and an Am.
Kestrel was present at Schefferville July 23
(RH).

CRANES THROUGH JAEGERS — A
report was received of a Sandhill Crane at
St-Fulgence Oct. 5 (DC, fide NB). Purple
Sandpipers were noticed more than usual, six
being present at Cap Whittle Aug. 22 (AR),
one at LaBaie Oct. 15 (GS), one or two at
St-Fulgence Oct. 21-28 (fide NB), and four at
Pointe-au-Pére Oct. 30 (GG). An outstanding
24 Stilt Sandpipers were at Gentilly Aug. 6
(BB,MM), plus two at Cacouna Aug. 19
(MG) and one at Aylmer Sept. 19 (BD, JHs).
Rare waders also included a Willet at Carle-
ton Aug. 12 (WB, LL), a Buff-breasted Sand-
piper at Québec City Sept. 4-15 (MG,
m. ob.), and a Marbled Godwit Aug. 21 (RS).
Single Red Phalaropes were at Gentilly Sept.
9 (BB, MM) and Québec City Oct. 4-27 (RS).
Qut-of-range Wilson’s Phalaropes were at
Montmagny Aug. 19 (MG), and Sherbrooke
Aug. 25-26 (YA). As in the summer season,
Jaegers were numerous: an imm. Pomarine at
Québec City Oct. 23 - Nov. 11 (RS), a Para-
sitic at Québec City Aug. 1 (AD) and a dark
one at Beauharnois Nov. 11-12 (BB, MM),
and an ad. Long-tailed from the Trois-
Pistoles ferry Aug. 23 (GG, JRP).
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(BB, MM). An ad.
Laughing Gull was at Lasalle Oct. 2 (PBa),
and Forster’s Terns were at Beauharnois July
28 and Aug. 25-26 (BB ef al.) and Aylmer
Sept. 21 (BD, JHs). A Little Gull was present
at Les Escoumins Sept. 17 - Oct. 28 (AB,
JHy). Four Razorbills found July 13 sitting
on a rocky islet named Pilier de Bois, in
Montmagny County (JLD), raises the pos-
sibility of this species nesting within 80 km of
Québec City. Strayed Razorbills were at
Québec City Nov. 12 (CS) and L. St. Francis
in early November (fide RMP), while a Com.
Puffin was sighted from the Trois-Pistoles
ferry Oct. 6 (JHy).

Four Hawk Owls at Arvida in early
November (NB), a Great Gray Owl at
Duchesnay Oct. 21 (DB) and another found
dead near Arvida Nov. 1 (NB), plus a Boreal
Owl found dead at Sacré-Coeur in October
(AB) forecast a winter movement of these
birds. A Com. Nighthawk at I. des Soeurs
Oct. 11 (PBa) was a record late departure.

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SPAR-
ROWS — A Red-headed Woodpecker found
near Rigaud Nov. 4 (MG) remained in the
area through the end of the season (GH);
engaged in food-catching activities, the bird
will probably attempt to winter. Gray Jays
were spoken of as somewhat more numerous
than average, at least in the St. Lawrence
valley. A Townsend’s Solitaire was observed
at length at Chandler Nov. 19, and thor-
oughly described (RB, PP); this report is the
first for the Gaspé Pen. (and the fifth for the
Province). A highly interesting summer
report was that of a Bohemian Waxwing at
Otter L., Gatineau Co., Aug. 6 (BD). The &
Kirtland’s Warbler discovered in the Gati-
neau R. valley (see Spring Report) was feed-
ing . . . a young Yellow-rumped Warbler at
the very beginning of the period (The Shrike
3(5):1). Two unprecedentedly late warblers
were recorded this fall: a Black-throated Blue
at Lac Malbaie Nov. 5 (LM) and a Wilson’s
at Senneville Oct. 22 (BB). A pair of Car-
dinals raised three broods at Hull (fide BM).
In an ‘“off-year” for Com. Redpolls, a bird
at Calumet Sept. 13 (RMP) was surprisingly
early. One of the best finds of the season was
the well-described Lark Bunting at
St-Fulgence Oct. 6 (CA, PBr); there are only
two previous Regional occurrences, both in
May. A Field Sparrow positively identified at
Rimouski Oct. 28 (JRP, m.ob.) was a first
local occurrence.

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS —
C. Aubert, Y. Aubry, P. Bannon (PBa), D.
Banville, B. Barmhurst, W. Bertacchi, R. Bis-
son, K. A. Blanchard, A. Bouchard, N.
Breton (Saguenay-Lac St-Jean area: 604 For-
tin, Arvida, Qué.), P. Brousseau (PBr), P.
Chagnon, D. Coté, J-L. Desgranges, A.
Desrochers, B. Dilabio, R. Foxall, Y. Gauth-
ier, G. Gendron, J. Hardy (JHy) (Québec
City Area: 134-1/2 25¢ Ave., Qué.), J. Harris
(JHs), R. Harris, B. Houde, L. Houde, G.
Huot, I. Jones, P. Jones (Hull Area: 73
Muriel, Ottawa, Ont.), L. Laliberté, A. Lan-
glois, H. MacKenzie, M. McIntosh (Montreal
Area: 136 Millhaven, Pointe-Claire, Qué.),
L. Moisan, B. Morin, I. A. Murray, J. R.
Pelletier, P. Poulin, R. M. Poulin, A. Reed,
G. Savard, C. Simard, R. Simard, M.
Woods, J. Wright. — NORMAND DAYVID,
Centre de recherches écologiques de Mon-
tréal, 5858 Coté des Neiges # 400, Montréal,
Qué., and MICHEL GOSSELIN, 370 Met-
calfe #707, Ottawa, Ontario.

HUDSON-DELAWARE REGION
/Robert O. Paxton, P. William
Smith, and David A. Cutler

By almost unanimous consent, this was one
of the dullest fall migrations in memory. Sub-
jective impressions of empty skies and quiet
thickets were borne out by banding statistics.
One Long Island bander trapped 0.83 birds
per net hour during September in net lanes
where, in September 1976, he had trapped
1.80. To make matters worse, winter finches
and other irruptive species — except Northern
Shrikes and Purple Finches — were all but
absent.

The past two harsh winters do not readily
explain this dearth, for tropical winterers were
as scarce as species subjected to our winter.
Low numbers may have resulted simply from
the absence of the northwesterlies that nor-
mally pile up migrants. The jet stream carried
high pressure cells to the north this season,
producting easterlies here.

Some superlative rarities afforded compen-
sation, including Arctic Loon, White Pelican,
Sandhill Crane, a possible Ferruginous Hawk,
California Gull, Spotted Redshank, Wheat-
ear, and Fork-tailed Flycatcher.

LOONS, PELAGICS — It is not clear why
Red-throated Loons should be so much more
exclusively coastal in migration than Com.
Loons, although that is what current evidence
indicates. This fall’s largest loon count was
1500, mostly Red-throateds; passing Town-
send’s Inlet, Cape May Co., N.J., Nov. 15
(DW). Although no inland groups were as
large as the 30-40 of 1975, two Red-throated
Loons at Beltzville Lake S.P., Carbon Co., Pa.,
Nov. 15-18 (RW, BM) constituted a first local-
ity record. Common Loons followed the ridges
abundantly, as usual, although Hawk Mt.’s
353 for the season (AN) has been surpassed on
occasion in a single day there (e.g., 488 Nov.
13, 1977).

A gratifyingly certain Aretic Loon, usually a
problem species, was studied alongside both
other species at Round Valley Res., Hunter-
don Co., N.J., following Nov. 17 (1GH, RK,
m.ob., ph.). Pale feather edgings giving the
back a scalloped appearance (absent in Red-
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throated Loons) indicated a first year bird,
and head shape as well as bill eliminated even
the smallest Com. Loon.

There was less pelagic coverage this fall than
in the innovative mid-1970s, and only sparse
remnants of the summer’s abundant shear-
waters and storm-petrels were encountered on
the five sea trips of which we have knowledge.
It is possible that the departure of the foreign
fishing fleets has dispersed such scavengers as
N. Fulmars. Late summer eddies of warm
water shoreward provided record numbers of
Audubon’s Shearwaters, however. One and
possibly two encountered in an area of 72°F
water ca. 20 mi e. of Montauk Pt., L.1., Aug.
26 (THD, AIL, BS, ROP ¢t al.) and an unprec-
edented five reported at Hudson Canyon, 85
mi e.s.e. of Barnegat, N.I., in 73° water Sept.
1-2 (A. Lorinzetti) suggest that this warm-
water procellarid should be looked for yearly
under similar conditions. As in several recent
years, the two Manx Shearwaters seen from
shore were late, Oct. 15 (PWP) & Nov. 10 (JA),
both off Montauk Pt.

PELICANS TO FLAMINGOS — A White
Pelican remained at Brigantine N.W.R., N.].
(hereafter, B.N.W.R.) after Sept. 6 (JDD,
BMe, m.ob.). Doublecrested Cormorants
continue to increase in this Region. Unprec-
edented concentrations in the lower Delaware
R. estuary reached 700 at Floodgates, Glou-
cester Co., N.I., Aug. 25 (JTMcN) and 300 at
Henlopen, Del., Oct. 22 (BF). The lower Hud-
son R. peak was 107 in late September at Pier-
mont, Rockland Co., N.Y. (RFD).

Singles at B.N.W.R., Aug. 13-15 (JKM,
HG), Cape May Pt., Aug. 20, and Stone Har-
bor, N.I., in September (H. Axtell et al.} were
the only White Ibises, faint reminders of the
1977 invasion. An Am. Flamingo of uncertain
provenance, but in good plumage, frequented
the Brookhaven, L.I., area for at least two
weeks after Nov. 11 (GSR).

SWANS, GEESE, DUCKS — The main
Whistling Swan flight took place Nov. 18,
according to remarkably concordant observa-
tions. On that day 150 passed Waggoner’s
Gap., Pa. (T. Hake), 200 arrived at B.N.W.R.
(PH), 40 flew over Griggstown, N.§. (LM, 1S)
and 84 passed Avalon, N.J. (DW). Eight at
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge (hereafter,
J.B.W.R.) L.I, Nov. 17 (WW) were rare there,
although the usual stragglers turned up far-
therout one. L.I.

White-fronted Geese turn up ever more reg-
ularly. In addition to an adult Oct. 25 at
J.B.W.R., probably of the Greenland race (H.
Recher, W. Kurau), two each were at Taber-
nacle, Burlington Co., N.J., Oct. 9 (K.
Tischner), Bombay Hook N.W.R., Del. (here-
after, B.H.N.W.R.) Nov. 11 (RL), and L.
Ontelaunee, Pa., Nov. 19 (M. Spence).
Although fewer Brant were grounded inland
than usual, one Nov. 4 at Green Lane Res.,
Montgomery Co., Pa., provided a second
record there (BM, RBr), and three Nov. 6-12
at Middle Creek W.M.A., Lebanon Co., Pa.
(fide CJ) were a first occurrence there. Since
several good breeding seasons are needed to
replenish this species, WW’s count of 11%
immature among 12,000 at I.B.W.R., in early
November was disappointing.

Only two Eur. Wigeon were reported: Saga-
ponack, L.I., Nov. 5 (JA) and after Nov. 19 in
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the Spring L. Shark
R., N.I. area (G. God-
ley, [B, PWS). Wood
Ducks continue to
flourish in parts of the
Region, such as
Orange County, N.Y.,
where they were ‘‘our
most numerous dab-
bler this fall away from
the Hudson River”
(JT.

Instead of the sus-
tained seawatching now
practiced in California
and Europe, we have
only isolated counts
(see loons also). The
best scoter count was
4100 passing Town-
send’s Inlet in three
hours QOct. 30 (DW).
Inland Black Scoter
groups were smaller
than last year's. The
biggest were of 50 each

Ye
Jamaica Bay WR

Hydsen Ccny.on

I op Urete Wckn

at the traditional sites
of Culver’s L., Sussex

Co., N.J., Oct. 15 {(GH) and at Green Lane
Res., Pa., the same day (RBr), and another S0
passing Raccoon Ridge, Warren Co., N.I., Oct.
24 (FPW). Two White-winged Scoters, rarer
inland, were at L. Struble, Chester Co., Pa.,
Oct. 19 (THG). Inland scoters usually move on
at once, but three Surf Scoters, rarest inland,
remained at Harvey's L., in n.e. Pennsylvania
Nov. 19-27 (E. Johnson, K. McGuire). The his-
toric Delaware R. Ruddy Duck flock at Flood-
gates, N.J., reached only 5000 Nov. 20
(JTMcN), the same figure as last year, follow-
ing three recent oil spills. This flock had
reached 17,280 Nov. 16, 1976, still far below
the 40-50,000 of the 1950s.

VULTURES, HAWKS, EAGLES — Black
Vultures’ continued increase in s.e. Penn-
sylvania was illustrated by 40 at Muddy Run,
Drumore, Lancaster Co., Pa., Sept. 1 (RMS).
Up the Delaware R., one was at Woodstock,
Salem Co., N.J., Oct. 1 (I. Blasioli) and two
Nov. 18 at Bull’s I., Hunterdon Co., N.I.,
where two (possibly the same) had summered.

Hawk concentrations were greater this fall
over inland ridges than along the coast. Hawk
Mt.'s stunning 62,155 (AN) was its highest
seasonal total ever, as were 30,378 at Skyline
Ridge, Oakland, N.J. (ST). Raccoon Ridge,
Warren Co., N.I., had its second best season
with 20,450. By contrast, Cape May’s 48,356
were well below last year’s record 81,145,
although about the same as in 1976 (see tables
AB 30:42, 32:185). Since last fall’s extraor-
dinary Cape May total was due in part to an
exceptional coastal Broad-winged Hawk flight
(over 12,000 cf. the usual 1000+), it is tempt-
ing to attribute the decline to this fall’s
absence of northwesterlies. September 1977’s
weather was rather similar, however, and we
remain ill-informed about migrant raptors’
choice of routes.

Accipiters fell short of last year’s record
totals at six of the seven hawk watches from
which we have reports (alas, not all), the
exception being a 20-year high of 1073 Sharp-
shinned Hawks at Mt. Peter, ‘Orange Co.,
N.Y. (fide ST). Nevertheless Hawk Mt.’s 8951,
Raccoon’s 4040, Hook Mt.’s 4720, Moniclair’s

4362, and Cape May’s 32,611 were second
only to last fall’s record counts. Similarly,
Cooper’s Hawk totals of 216 at Hawk Mt., 160
at Raccoon Ridge, 64 at Hook Mt., and 668 at
Cape May have been exceeded only in 1977.
Goshawks, however, returned to levels far
below the great flights of the early 1970s, after
an ephemeral upturn last year. Raccoon Ridge
had 35 (60 last fall, 202 in 1972) and Hawk
Mt., 63 (110 last fall, 428 in 1972). We cannot
tell whether Goshawks are genuinely dimin-
ished or remained in the n.

S.A.

It is of course dangerous to try to prove
too much with such comparative figures.
We have received some pertinent com-
ments from Maurice Broun, Director
Emeritus of the Hawk Mt. Sanctuary. He
doubts that recent high counts are historic
highs because so many migrant raptors
were shot in earlier days. “It is a miracle
that we saw as many as 8529 Sharp-
shinneds over the Sanctuary in 1939, for at
the dozen or more shooting blinds e. of
Hawk Mt., the gunners consistently
knocked down four out of five Sharp-
shinneds. 1 saw many mounds of dead
birds, some of them 3-4 ft deep. It boggles
the mind to comtemplate the actual num-
bers of these birds — perhaps over 35,000
that occurred along the ridge in the fall of
1939.”

Broun also calls attention to potential
duplication introduced by the very pop-
ularity of hawk-watching, in that mul-
tiple-observer counts are being compared
to older counts by a single observer. What-
ever relation today’s high Sharp-shinned
Hawk totals bear to the 1939 population, it
seems beyond doubt that the trend of the
last two decades has been steadily upward,
a trend due perhaps in part to the matura-
tion of eastern second-growth hardwoods.
but surely also to the protection which
Maurice Broun pioneered.
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The main Broad-winged Hawk flight was
remarkably concentrated Sept. 13-14, without
a cold front. The peak of Broad-winged pas-
sage fell Sept. 13 at Hook Mt., with 4378, and
Skyline Ridge with 9497. On Sept. 14 Hawk
Mt. nearly doubled its previous daily record
(11,349 Broad-wingeds on Sept. 10, 1948) with
a stunning 21,447; 3200 Broad-wingeds
passed Sunrise Mt., N.J. (FT), and 3000
passed low from Scott’s Mt., over Phillips-
burg, N.J., 8:20-10:00 a.m. (JE, J. DeMarrais).
Some of the Sunrise birds may have reached
Raccoon Ridge later the same day, as “a spec-
tacular gathering of hawks” crossed the ridge
moving due west before a cumulus cloud mass
advancing on light s.e. winds. The day’s total
there was a record 6414 Broad-winged Hawks,
4000 of which passed in the hour before noon
(FTi). )

An imm. Swainson’s Hawk was trapped,
banded, and photographed Nov. 19 at Cape
May (WSC). Two other possible sight records
there are under study (PJD). Now that this
western Buteo has occurred every fall except
one since 1973, and at Hawk Mt., as well
(1977), Swainson’s Hawk can be considered a
regular migrant in small numbers in this
Region (cf. AB 32:185). Rough-legged Hawks
began auspiciously with two very early at Cape
May Oct. 8 (PID), but hawk watch totals were
only slightly above average (Raccoon 13,
Hawk Mt. 14). Photos and detailed descrip-
tions of a possible Ferruginous Hawk at Cape
May Nov. 26 are under study here and in Col-
orado. More westerly and far rarer everywhere
than Swainson’s Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk
only accidentally reaches Minnesota and
Illinois.

Golden Eagles were within the norms of the
past decade with 17 at Raccoon and 34 at
Hawk Mt. The fact that 25 of the latter were
immature was a healthy sign. The more dis-
persed Bald Eagle figures were harder to
interpret. There were some tentative grounds
for optimism in 17 (10 imm.) at Raccoon
Ridge, a count exceeded only once since 1971,
and 33 at Hawk Mt., more than in recent
years, although only 11 of the latter were
immature. Elsewhere we learned of 14 from
other inland ridges, at least seven of which
were immature (fide GH, ST), as well as seven
scattered singles (5 imm.) in n. New Jersey (JE,
FPW, SA, FT, D. Schwenker, K. Apps) and in
s €. Pennsylvania (W. Kelley). Coastally, Bald
Eagles were no more numerous than in recent
years. Several late November observations of
an immature on Long Island were quite pos-
sibly the same bird, and ten at Cape May (nine
m 1977, 12 in 1976, six in 1975) were at least
no worse than before. The Osprey climb may
be levelling off. Although some of the ridges
achieved new highs (Hawk Mt., 497, Raccoon
225), others slipped a bit, and 793 at Cape
May was well below the 1000+ of recent years.

Overall Peregrine figures offered some
cautious encouragement. Hawk Mt.’s 15 was
the best in recent years, although other ridge
counts were poor or nil. Cape May’s 149 was
splendid in an otherwise “off” year (61 last
fall, 105 in 1976, 27 in 1975), although we do
not know how many repeats of circulating
birds this count may include. Nor do we have
age data for Peregrines. Coastal Long Island,
where a daily hawk watch is sorely needed,
provided some good scattered observations
such as five at Robert Moses S.P. (hereafter,
R M.S.P.) Oct. 7 (D. Powers). Merlins were in
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good numbers mland Nineteen at the Mont-
clair, N T, hawkwatch tied the earlier record
(AB), and three were at Wilkes-Barre, Pa.,
Oct. 1-27 (WR); 717 at Cape May was slightly
down.

S.A.

An imm. @ Peregrine Falcon banded the
previous July in Greenland was recaptured
Oct. 12 at Cape May (WSC). This dra-
matic event was not without precedent, for
a similar recapture took place Oct. 13,
1974, at Cape Charles, Va. There are, in
addition, old records of Greenland-banded
Peregrines killed in Ontario, Cuba, and
Bolivia, and, in the other direction, a
Peregrine banded some years back at
Assateague 1., was subsequently recap-
tured in Greenland (F.P. Ward, pers.
comm.).

CRANES TO SHOREBIRDS — Sandhill
Cranes are now seen almost annually
somewhere in this Region. This fall there may
have been two. One over Hawk Mt., Oct. 11
(S. Benz, fide AN) may have been the same
photographed two days later near Palmerton,
Pa. The description of a possible Sandhill
Crane high over Huntington Bay, L.I., Aug. 19
(T. O’Connor) has been submitted to
N.Y.S.A.R.C. Downy young Clapper Rails
were observed Sept. 24 at J.B.W.R. (M. Klein-
baum). A Yellow Rail was carefully described
Nov. 24 by the assistant refuge manager at
Great Swamp, Morris Co., N.I. (H. Laskowski,

fide IB).

American Qystercatchers continue to thrive,
and to linger late. A Brigantine I., count of
250 Aug. 11 (J. Akers) was not far short of a
record, and 109 on the Line Is., s. of Freeport,
L.I., Sept. 3 (P.Gillen) were remarkable.
Twenty-five were still at Nummy’s 1., N.J.,
Nov. 29 (DW). A Wilson’s Plover was reported
Sept. 2 at J.B.W.R. (M. Hemmerick). As
usual, the best Am. Golden Plover localities
were in the e. Long Island potato fields: 100
were at Sagaponack and 150 at Southampton
Sept. 16 (JA). Another favorable site only
recently studied is Stewart Airport, New-
burgh, N.Y., where there were 130 Oct. 15
(BSg). Elsewhere the best count was 50 Am.
Golden Plover at the Philadelphia sewage
treatment plant Sept. 23 (JGr); the usually
productive New Jersey sod farms had report-
edly been sprayed for grasshoppers {fide RIB).
A Ruddy Turnstone at Exeter, Pa.; July 31
provided a first fall record there (WR). The
best Upland Sandpiper count, 20 on Aug. 21
at the Columbus sod farms, Burlington Co.,
N.J. (AM), was only about a third of the recent
maximum (1976).

The most satisfying shorebird of the season
was a Spotted Redshank in winter plumage
found at B.N.W.R., Sept. 14 (CTC, PF) and
subsequently studied by hundreds (E. Breden,
ph.), the first photographically confirmed
Regional record.

It is hard to draw conclusions about general
shorebird numbers, for, as usual, they gath-
ered wherever habitat was favorable. For the
second year in a row, draining the East Pond
at J.B.W.R., created a shorebird bonanza.
About 9000 shorebirds gathered there in late
August, and 37 species were identified during
the season, 25 of them Sept. 3-4 (WW, THD);

BN WR had a masstve 15,000 Dunlin Nov
25(GF)

Red Knots were exclusively coastal, with
1300 at J.B.W.R., in early August (WW) and
725 at the Longport, N.J., sod banks in mid-
August (JDD). In the absence of rain-flooded
fields that provided such spectacular shore-
birding last fall, prairie waders were found
mostly in coastal lagoons. The best Pectoral
Sandpiper count was a modest 64 at
B.N.W.R., Oct. 8 JDD), and the best White-
rumped Sandpiper count was a good 42 there
the same day (JDD). Noteworthy inland
Baird's Sandpiper reports include one at
Marsh Creek S.P., Chester Co., Pa., Oct 19
(JHG) and another at Green Lane Res., Pa,
Oct. 30 - Nov. 11 (RW, ph.), the first photo-
graphically confirmed record for e. Penn-
sylvania. The only Curlew Sandpiper recorded
was of a bird in winter plumage at JB.W R,
Oct. 1-3 (THD, m.ob., ph.). A Stilt Sandpiper
Aug. 24 at Wyoming, Pa., was the first
recorded for that area (WR); they peaked on
the coast in mid-August with 75 at L B.W R,
and one was still there Nov. 6 (WW). Buff-
breasted Sandpipers did not repeat their spec-
tacular concentrations in the Long Island
potato fields. Only eight were at Sagaponack
Sept. 15-16 (JA) and the best New Jersey count
was five at the Columbus sod farms Sept 9
(CVA).

Marbled Godwits were few and entirely
coastal, the maximum being four at Town-
send’s Inlet, N.I., Oct. 4 (DW). One remained
exceptionally late to Dec. 2 at J.B.W.R. Hud-
sonian Godwits were in good numbers, espe-
cially during a nor’easter Sept. 1 when 18 were
at J.B.W.R. (WW) and eight at Cape May
(PID). Ten at B.N.W.R., in mid-September
(JDD) were notable, but one inland at the E
Brunswick dump, N.J., Oct. 29 - Nov. 11 (WW
et al.) was very rare there, and one wonders
whether the 18 at Stewart Airport, Newburgh,
N.Y., Oct. 5 (BSg) were moving up the Hudson
Valley or down it. Ruffs were far below their
numbers of the early 1970s when late summer
concentrations in Delaware suggested that the
species was about to ‘“‘take off”’ in North
America. Five were on L.I., Aug. 13 - Oct 17
(E. Levine, AW, JA, H. Hirschbein, A. Ol-
veri), two at Cape May in September (CS et
al.), and one at B.H.N.W.R,, Sept. 9 (HG).

Up to 90 Am. Avocets at BH.N.W.R., with
65 still there Nov. 11 (RL) were a bit below
recent years. Their usual wandering up the
coast carried them no father than the Hacken-
sack Marshes, N.J., (five during the season,
RK, TK, TV, IB), but exceptional inland
stragglers reached Pine Run Res., Doyles-
town, Pa., Aug. 20-26 (T.M. Shaffer, F
Mears), Middle Creek W.M.A., Pa., Sept
1-10 (fide CJ), and the E. Brunswick dump
Oct. 17-25 (C. Leck, WW et al.). A Black-
necked Stilt was unprecedentedly late Nov 3
at Haleyville, NJ. (fide DK). All three
phalaropes were at J.B.W.R., Sept. 11 (. Gee)
and at B.N.W.R., Sept. 14-15 (CTC, RK)
Unusual inland N. Phalaropes were at L. Stru-
ble, Pa., Sept. 10 JGr), Green Lane Res., Pa,
Sept. 17 (AM), and Round Valley Res., NT,
Sept. 19 (GH). No more than two or three Wil-
son’s Phalaropes were in the usual coastal
lagoons at any one time, and none was
reported inland.

GULLS, TERNS — Good numbers of Les-
ser Black-backed Gulls seem to have more to

161



do with the number of intrepid garbage dump
searchers than with discernible population
trends. Up to three were in the E. Brunswick
dump, N.I. (WW), four other adults on Long
Island, Oct. 13 - Nov. 30 (A. Cooley, D.
Puleston, AJL, P. Bernarth), and one at
Rockland County S.P., N.Y., Oct. 6 (AIL,
ph.).

S.A.

This small recreational lake strategically
near the Hudson R., was also the setting
for the greatest discovery of many a sea-
son, an ad. California Gull found Oct. 4
(BW) and eagerly accepting handouts with
the Ring-billed Gulls throughout the sea-
son. Since this species normally moves W
to its Pacific coast wintering area, one
would expect vagrancy mostly farther w.,
and it has indeed reached Hawaii (4.0.U.
Check-list, 5th ed.,223). We know of only
one other North American record e. of
Michigan verified by specimen or photo-
graph (Florida, April 1978, AB 32:995),
although sight records were reported in
1967 from Virginia and New Jersey (AFN
21:403, 554). [But see this issue, p. 170].

As usual, more Little Gulls were reported
(one on Staten 1., HF; three on Long Island)
than Black-headed Gulls {one on Long Island,
GSR; one at Manasquan Inlet, N.I., TK, TV),
although neither came near the numbers of
some past years. Two Royal Terns at Shinne-
cock Inlet Nov. 24 were a late Long Island
record (fide THD). although they are occa-
sional into early December on the Jersey
shore. Caspian Terns were numerous. On
Long Island, eight were at Mecox Sept. 23
{m.ob.) and 12 at Sagaponack and Georgica
Ponds Sept. 30 - QOct. 1 (JA). The highest
coastal count farther s. was 18 at Henlopen,
Del., Sept. 12 (BF). Although Caspian Terns
are not abnormal inland like Royal Terns, one
at Tinicum N.W.R., Philadelphia, Sept. 8
(ICM), eight at Muddy Run, Drumore, Pa.,
Sept. 1 (RMS), and 20 at Bridgeport, Glou-
cester Co., N.J., Oct. 9 (S. Harty) were
noteworthy.

OWLS TO FLYCATCHERS — Four
Snowy Owls appeared briefly: B.N.W.R., Oct.
28 (A. Sexauer), Moriches, L.I., Nov. 11 (1.
Clinton, fide GSR), Kearny, N.J., Nov. 11
{killed by train — Michael Ellegood), and E.
Rutherford, N.J., Nov. 26 (RK). Fewer Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds pass Hawk Mt. each
fall. There were S0 this season, 91 last fall, and
109 in 1976. The irregular Red-headed Wood-
pecker was scarce on the coast, and only 17
passed Hawk Mt. (63 last fall). A good 21 were
found in n. New Jersey however, Sept. 6 - Nov.
19 (fide GH, 1B, RIB), and a pair at Cornog,
Pa., fledged its second brood Sept. 16 (IGr).
Twenty-two W. Kingbirds on the coast (14 on
L.I1., two on Staten 1., HF, R. Clermont; 7 in
coastal N.J.) were good but far below last fall’s
39+. Far more unusual was an inland record
at Doylestown, Pa., Oct. 17 (DH).

A Fork-tailed Flycatcher at Cape May Oct.
11 (D. Crowe et al., ph. S. Lauer) was approx-
imately the eighth New Jersey record. A super-
ficially similar bird at Sandy Hook in Septem-

162

Fork-tailed Flycatcher. Cape May, N.J. Oct.
11, 1978. Photo/Steve Lauer.

ber proved to be a Pin-tailed Whydah (Vidua
macroura), an African weaver commonly kept
as a caged bird. Two Scissor-tailed Fly-
catchers appeared on Long Island: one at
Spring Creek P., Queens Co., Oct. 22-27 (R.
Kelly, J. Costa, THD, ph.) and another at
Moriches Inlet Oct. 26 (GSR). There had been
at least 11 previous Long Island records.

CORVIDS TO SHRIKES — A Black-billed
Magpie, a species no longer frequently kept in
captivity, was at Fresh Kills, Staten 1., Nov. 26
(HF). Common Ravens continue to prospect
the gap between the New England population
and the exploding s. Appalachian population.
Six ravens passing Hawk Mt. were slightly
below the seven of the last two falls, but there
were up to three around Raccoon Ridge-Mill-
brook Gap, N.JI., in October (FTi, FPW, H.
Darrow). Two near Dallas, Pa., Sept. 3, pro-
vided a first fall record there and the fifth in
15 years (WR).

The supposedly sedentary Tufted Titmouse
population surged. In New York City over 75
were in Central Pk., Oct. 11 (PWP) and birds
flew down N-S avenues in the manner of
chickadees in flight years. They pushed into
coastal habitats and even salt marsh at Cape
May, Sandy Hook, and I.B.W.R. (first refuge
record Oct. 21, W. Reilly, G. Dadone). The
archelusive Short-billed Marsh Wren seemed
established in two new localities. One was
singing up to Aug. 15 at L. Struble, Pa., the
first Chester County record in years (JGr), and
one was near Goshen, Orange Co., N.Y., Aug.
20 for the second successive year (BSg). Single
migrants were at the Lincoln Park gravel pits,
N.J., Sept. 13 (TV) and R.M.S.P., Oct. 25
(PAB). Wheatear turned up for the third year
in a row, this time twice: Cape May Sept. 23
(AM et al) and RM.S.P., Oct. 19-20 (L.
Feldman, FF, ph.).

A second consecutive N. Shrike flight began
early with an immature banded at Raccoon
Ridge Bird Observatory Oct. 6 (D. Hughes),
one at Hook Mt., Rockland Co., N.Y., Oct. 25
(BW), and one the same day at Tuckerton,
N.I. (PF). Six November records were evenly
divided between the coast (three on Long
Island, Nov. 18-30, WW, GSR, m.ob.), and
the interior: an unbanded immature near
Raccoon Ridge, at Yard’s Creek Nov. 9 (J.
Zamos), one at Dimmock, Pa., Nov. 10 (I.
Tripp), and one Nov. 26 in Dutchess County,
N.Y. (M. Van Wagner). By contrast with last
year, only 7+ Loggerhead Shrikes were
reported from L.I. and none elsewhere.

VIREOS, WARBLERS — A Bell’s Vireo
was carefully studied Sept. 4 at Sandy Hook,

N.I., but remained unconfirmed by specimen
or photo (PWS); banding records indicate that
this species should be looked for in coastal
thickets in early September. A Yellow-
throated Vireo, rare on the n. coast of this
Region at any time and especially in fall, was
banded on Great Gull 1., off the n.e. tip of
Long Island, Sept. 24 (JDC). Warbler migra-
tion was underway as usual in August, when
18 species were banded there (IDC). The best
of these by far was a Prothonotary Warbler
Aug. 12, a species which breeds into upstate
New York but is recorded only exceptionally
on the n. coast in fall. See AB 32:179 for sug-
gestively parallel September 1977 records
from Sable 1. Other warblers near their n.
limit here which are rarely found after late
summer included a Cerulean Warbler banded
Sept. 10 at L. Success, N.Y. (J. Pion) and a
Kentucky Warbler at Rye, Westchester Co.,
N.Y., Aug. 26 (TWB).

ICTERIDS TO TANAGERS — Only a few
Yellow-headed Blackbirds reached the coast,
one and possibly two females at B.N.-W.R,,
Aug. 6 to at least Sept. 23 (JDD, m.ob.), and a
male at Cape May Oct. 8 (JGr). In addition to
the traditional flock near B.H.N.W.R. (eight
there Nov. 12, HG), four @ Brewer’s
Blackbirds were at the E. Brunswick dump,
N.I., Nov. 5-23 (WW, ph., T. Proctor, A.
Keith, S. Keith, M. Gochfeld). Because some
hoped-for Brewer’s Blackbirds have turned
into Rusties on closer examination, this sec-
ond conclusive regional photograph is gratify-
ing (cf, AB 32:188). The only Boat-tailed
Grackle reported n. of their usual Barnegat,
N.J., limit was a female Oct. 20 at Riis Pk.,
N.Y.C. (O. Dunning, S. Yeaton). The season’s
only W. Tanager was a female at Freeport,
LI {CW).

FINCHES, SPARROWS — In view of the
Blue Grosbeak explosion in Delaware, three
lingering at the Montauk dump, L.I., Sept. 23
- Oct. 9 (fide THD), one on Fire [., Oct. 21
(fide BS), and late birds Oct. 21 & 28 at Cape
May (JDD) were not surprising. By contrast,
Dickcissels went nearly unreported, except for
one at Island Beach, N.I., Sept. 2 JCM) where
15 were considered low in fall 1975, and one
Oct. 20 at Lincoln Park, N.I. (RK).

S.A.

The House Finch expansion continues.
R. 1. Middleton had banded 746 this year
by the end of November at Norristown, Pa.
Some House Finches at New Jersey and
Pennsylvania feeders showed white in the
wings, some having entirely white secon-
daries. Some consider this condition the
result of molt, or it may result from the
inbreeding of local birds, perhaps even an
evolutionary change among the introduced
eastern population. This condition
deserves mention not the least because it
can lead to mistaken reports of Lark Bunt-
ings (¢f. N.J. Audubon IV:55).

Winter finches were all but absent, after last
year’s massive flights, with the exception of
good numbers of Purple Finches inland and a
few Evening Grosbeaks. The only Red Cross-
bill was one at Island Beach, N.I., Oct. 15
(RIB). The only White-winged Crossbill was
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Leucistic House Finch. Denville, N.J.
Photo/M. Hannisian.

one at Windsor, N.Y., near Binghamton Nov.
17 (WR).

Since the Ipswich race of Savannah Sparrow
is seldom hunted down nowadays, JDD's
count of 18 at Brigantine 1., Nov. 10 is worth
recording. JA submitted a convincing descrip-
tion of a Le Conte’s Sparrow, a problem bird
in this Region, from Montauk Pt., Oct. 21. Six
Lark Sparrows were all coastal: four on Long
Island, Sept. 4 - Oct. 17; two in coastal New
Jersey, both Oct. 21 (GW, L. & P. Warwick);
and two at Henlopen, Del., Oct. 11 & Nov. 24
(R. P. Hilton, BF). Three Clay-colored Spar-
rows were reported: Little Creek, Del., Sept.
28 (D. Broughton), Cape May Oct. 11 (JDD),
and Lincoln Park, N.J., Oct. 20(RK).

UNCONFIRMED REPORTS — A descrip-
tion and photograph of a bird identified as a
European Sparrow Hawk (Accipiter nisus) at
Cape May Oct. 24 are under study here and in
England. Although not without paralle] to the
European Kestrel’s previously banded at Cape
May, this report. if confirmed, would con-
stitute a new North American record.

OBSERVERS — (subregional editors bold-
face) J. M. Abbott, Scott Angus, Jim Ash, C.
V. Atkinson, Andrew Bihun, Irving H. Black
{n. N.J.: 2 Beaumont Place, Newark, N.J.
07104), Raymond J. Blicharz (w.c. N.J.: 827
Pennsylvania Ave., Trenton, N.J. 08638), Alan
Brady. Robert Brodey (RBr), P. A. Buckley.
Thomas W. Burke (Westchester Co., N.Y., s.e.
Conn.: 26 Onondaga St., Rye, N.Y. 10580),
Charles T. Clark, William S. Clark, J. Costa,
David A. Cutler (s.e. Pa., Del.; address below),
John D. Danzenbaker, Thomas A. Davis (s.e.
N.Y., LI; 94-46 85th Road, Woodhaven,
N.Y. 11421), Robert F. Deed (Rockland Co.,
N.Y.; 50 Clinton Ave., Nyack, N.Y. 10960},
Stephen B. Dempsey, Joe DiCostanzo, Peter I.
Dunne, John Ebner, Peter Fahey, Fran File,
Howie Fischer, George Franchois, B. Freck, 1.
H. Ginaven, Harry Goldstein, Jesse Grantham
(JGr), Fred Hamer, Greg Hanisek (n.w. N.I.;
363 James Street, Phillipsburg, N.I. 08865),
Dorothy Hartman, Phyllis Hurlock, CIiff

Jones, Richard Kane, Timothy Koebel, Don
Kunkle, A. 1. Lauro, Ron Logan, J. T. McNeil,
Bob Mercer (BMe), Lee Merrill, James K.
Meritt (s.w. N.I.; 809 Saratoga Terrace, Whit-
man Square, Turnersville, N.J. 08012), J. C.
Miller, August Mirabella, Bernie Morris, Alex
Nagy, Peter W. Post, Gilbert S. Raynor,
William Reid (n.e. Pa.; 556 Charles Ave.,
Kingston, Pa. 18704), Richard Ryan, R. M.
Schutsky, Jloseph Seneca, Beezer Seguin
(BSg), P. William Smith (coastal N.J.; address
below), Barbara Spencer, Clay Sutton, E. C.
Swab, Fred Tetlow, Stiles Thomas, Fred Tilly
(FTi), John Tramontane (Orange Co., N.Y.;
Biology Department, Orange County Commu-
nity College, Middletown, N.Y. 19440),
Timothy Vogel, Wade Wander, C. Ward,
David Ward, Ralph T. Waterman Bird Club
(Dutchess Co., N.Y.), Berna Weissman,
George Wenzelberger, Rich Wiltraut, Floyd
P. Wolfarth, A. Wollin, Richard ZainEldeen.
Abbreviations: M.F.N.-Mianus Field Notes,
Westchester Co., N.Y., N.Y.S.A.R.C.-New
York State Avian Records Committee. Sym-
bols: t detailed description submitted to
editors; ph = photograph. — ROBERT O.
PAXTON, 560 Riverside Drive, Apt. 12K,
New York, N.Y. 10027, P. WILLIAM
SMITH, 24 Heyward Hills Drive, Holmdel,
N.J. 07733, and DAVID A. CUTLER, 1110
Rock Creek Drive, Wyncote, Pa. 19095.

MIDDLE ATLANTIC COAST
REGION
/F. R. Scott

Except for October, temperatures averaged
moderately above normal for the period, and
rainfall was deficient overall, although it
picked up a bit in November. Water levels
were quite low in both rivers and coastal
impoundments, and there were no significant
coastal storms. Although a light snowfall hit
the northern part of the region November 27,
it was gone quickly, and by the end of the
period Richmond, Virginia had not had its
first killing frost.

How good themigration appeared depended
on where one was. For the coastal banders at
Kiptopeke Beach, Virginia, it was an exercise
in patience, as a lack of good strong cold
fronts kept the few flights relatively small. The
most intense flight here occurred October
15-18 when 2778 birds were trapped and
banded, 31% of the entire fall total. Yellow-
rumped Warblers comprised 69% of this
four-day total.

LOONS THROUGH ANHINGA — There
were record Piedmont counts of Com. Loons.
These included 43 in Carroll Co., Md., Nov. 17
(RFR), 40 at L. Anna, Louisa Co., Va., Nov. 18
(JBB & BWK), and an amazing 624 flying SE
into the Piedmont over Monument Knob,
Md., Nov. 25 (HLW & RAR). A Red-throated
Loon at Loch Raven Res., Baltimore Co., Md.,
Nov. 24 (MR) was unusual. Several pelagic
trips produced some interesting records. Six
Cory’s Shearwaters and one Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel off Ocean City, Md., Oct. 28 (PGD,
RAR et al.) were late, and a Manx Shearwater
was recorded here the same day (m. obs.).
Audubon’s Shearwaters were reported twice,
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three off Ocean City Aug. 6 (ph. — PGD,
RAR et al.) and 11 off Cape Henry, Va., Aug.
27 (RLAk, DLH et al.), the latter a record
count for the state. Some peak counts
included 27 Cory’s Shearwaters and 922 Wil-
son’s Storm-Petrels off Cape Henry Aug. 27
(RLAk, DLH et al.) and 14 Greater Shear-
waters off Ocean City Oct. 28 (PGD, RAR et
al). A White Pelican at Craney I., Ports-
mouth, Va., Oct. 5 (TRW) was only the third
recent state record, and there were two obser-
vations of Brown Pelicans, nine at Fisherman
1., Va,, Aug. S (MRB et al.) and seven at Back
Bay N.W.R., Va., Nov. 15 (BA). Late in the
season the Gannet became common at Vir-
ginia Beach, Va., with 650 there on Nov. 25
{DFA). Great Cormorants again appeared
along the coast, and 12 were counted on the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel islands, Va.
(C.B.B.T. below) Nov. 25 (JHD & TD). Inland
near Alexandria, Va., up to two were present
from Sept. 23 - Nov.
30+ (DFA, IMA, OEF
et al.), the first records
for. Fairfax County.
The oddity of the sea-
son was a 9 Anhinga
soaring with an imm.
Bald Eagle and an
Osprey high over
Bellevue, Talbot Co.,
Md., Sept. 2 (HTA &
MEA).

HERONS &F
THROUGH FLAMIN- e
GOS — Postbreeding
heron concentrations
were good at Chinco-
teague N.W.R., Va,
but even there num-

eAppomattox

bers were not outstanding. Peak counts at
Hooper 1., Md. were 65 Great and 130 Snowy
Egrets Sept. 29 (HTA & IR), and the last
Green Heron at Sandy Point S.P., Md.
(S.P.S.P. below) was on Nov. 3 (HLW). At Kip-
topeke Beach, Cattle Egrets peaked at 605 on
Sept. 8 (FRS), and a white-phase Reddish
Egret was found at Chincoteague Ref., Sept.
21 (THB), the fourth sight record for Virginia.
Six Wood Storks were at Craney 1., Va., Aug.
8 (DLH), and seven Glossy Ibises were seen far
inland at Lynchburg, Va., in late August (PG).
In marked contrast to 1977, this was a poor
year for White Ibis, and there were only two
reports, an adult at Fisherman I., Aug. 5
(MRB et al.) and an immature at Back Bay
Ref., Aug. 13 (RLAn). An American Flamingo
appeared at Chincoteague Ref., Oct. 17 (MG)
and remained into December, It was seen and
photographed by many observers. Although
the bird was in good plumage and flew well,
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there were no obvious weather conditions to
account for 1ts presence.

WATERFOWL — Although some geese
arrived in this Region early or at least at nor-
mal dates, most ducks, especially divers,
seemed late, no doubt owing to the warm
weather, and many species were still in poor
numbers at the end of the period. Mute Swans
peaked at 150 at Eastern Neck 1., Md., Sept.
12-27 (JR), and there was a heavy, Regionwide
migration of Whistling Swans Nov. 18, with
comments from Baltimore s. to the North Car-
olina border at Back Bay. In Mathews County,
Va., on the w. side of Chesapeake Bay, Baker
reported that the movement began about 3
p m. and lasted most of the night. A White-
fronted Goose had returned to Blackwater
N.W.R., Md., by Nov. 25 (RFR). Eight Snow
Geese were at Chincoteague Ref., Aug. 17
(JBB & BWK), and the first arrivals at Black-
water Ref. appeared Sept. 23 (fide HTA).
Unusual for the Piedmont was a white-form
Snow Goose present at Green Spring, Louisa
Co., Va., Sept. 29 - Oct. 15 (JBB). Vaughn
reported an excellent concentration of 1000+
“Blue” Geese at Blackwater Ref., Nov. 4 with
about 300 white Snows, and a Fulvous Whis-
tling Duck was seen at Craney L., Sept. 19
(TRW), the only report of this species. A N.
Shoveler appeared Sept. 23 at Dyke marsh,
Fairfax Co., Va. (IMA) where it is quite rare,
but at Craney 1. the fall concentration reached
a peak of 3000 on Nov. 14 (TRW), possibly a
state record. Eighty Wood Ducks at Dyke
marsh, Va., Nov. 5 JMA) was a good count
here, and a Lesser Scaup was present in York
County, Va., Aug. 18 - Sept. 3 (BW). A Black
Scoter at Lake Anna, Va., Nov. 11 (BWK er
al.) was only the third recorded observation
from Piedmont Virginia. Small numbers of
both Com. and King Eiders appeared along
the C.B.B.T. islands in late fall, and early
records included one Common here Sept. 14
(FRS) and two Kings on Assateague 1., Md.,
Aug. 5(PGD & RAR), though the latter could
have been summering. A count of 72 Ruddy
Ducks at L. Anna Nov. 18 JBB & BWK) was a
record number for Piedmont, Virginia.

VULTURES THROUGH COOTS —
There were several reports of good vulture
concentrations. D. F. Abbott counted 400
Turkey and 15 Black Vultures at Georgetown
Res., D.C., Nov. 16, and at a roost at Loch
Raven, Md., the peak counts were 1800
Turkeys Nov. 24 (MR) and 400 Blacks Nov. 25
(EATB). Two hundred Blacks at Virginia
Beach Sept. 18 (RIT) were also good. The fall
hawk migration was, on the whole, not as good
as last year’s, probably at least partially owing
to the lack of strong cold fronts and accom-
panying NW winds. Records were kept for 28
days in September and October at North Pt.,
near Baltimore, and 2901 hawks were totaled
(EATB et al.). Of these, 2305 were Sharp-
shinned and 47 Cooper’s Hawks. Peak counts
here included 329 Sharp-shinneds Oct. 14 and
99 Am. Kestrels Sept. 19. Farther inland, 29
Sharp-shinneds at Green Spring Oct. 7 (JBB)
were notable. At S.P.S.P. a Rough-legged Oct.
18 was early, and high counts included 28
Red-shouldereds Oct. 21 and 1290 Broad-
wingeds Sept. 10 (HLW). The only other siz-
able Broad-winged flights were 2500 at North
Baltimore Sept. 10 (HK) and 650 in Albemarle
Co., Va., Sept. 24 BWK & SW). The latter
location was on the Piedmont e. of the Blue
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Ridge, the mountains being under a cloud
cover at the time. An apparent light-phase ad.
Swainson’s Hawk was reported at Chinco-
teague Ref., Aug. 21 (RNd) and was well-
described. This is a first sight record for
Virginia. Single imm. Golden Eagles were
found at Kiptopeke Beach Sept. 24 (PGD) and
Oct. 29 (MAB & GG), and late Ospreys were
five at Fisherman 1., Nov. 14 (MAB, DD &
GMW) and singles at L. Anna Nov. 18 & Dec.
2 (JBB & BWK). Reports of Peregrine Falcons
continued to increase along the coast, and up
to Oct. 31, 259 had been seen (and 64 trapped
and banded) on Assateague I., Md. and Va.
(FPW). Peak numbers at other locations
included 12 at Wallops 1., Va., Sept. 16 (CRV)
— somewhat early for this number — and 13
at Fisherman L., Oct. 12 (MAB, RAB & DD).
One returned to downtown Norfolk Oct. 17
(DLH). Merlins also showed up well along the
coast, and there was a surprising number of
inland records. In ten days of observation in
the Kiptopeke Beach area, Williams and
others totaled S5.

DuMont carefully observed three Sandhill
Cranes flying S near Snow Hill, Md., Sept. 24.
At Dyke marsh, the peak Sora count was 35
on Oct. 15 (DFA), an excellent number this far
inland, and 1205 Am. Coots at L. Anna Nov.
15 (JBB) was a record count for the Virginia
Piedmont.

SHOREBIRDS — Black-necked Stilts
appeared in several locations beginning with
six at Assateague 1., Md., Aug. 5 (PGD) and
one at Chincoteague Ref., Aug. 19 - Sept. 8
(NCM, LT, CPW et al.). Others were one at
Fisherman L., Sept. 4 (GWB & IA) and two at
Craney 1., Sept. 24 (DLH). The Am. Avocet
flock at Craney I. increased rapidly in early
August and reached a record 782 in
September (DLH). A Piping Plover was pres-
ent near Baltimore Sept. 2-11 (RFR), and
excellent numbers were reported at Chinco-
teague Ref. with a peak of 150 on Sept. 16
(DFA), probably a record count for Virginia.
American Golden Plovers, though widely
reported, were in smaller numbers than in
most recent years, the only sizable concentra-
tions being 43 at Chincoteague Ref., Sept.
14-15(CPW) and 100 or more in Kent County,
Md., Sept. 28-29 (FLP).

Aside from one Hudsonian Godwit at Cra-
ney L., Sept. 19 (TRW), all reports for this spe-
cies were from Chincoteague Ref., where they
were present July 21 - Nov. 10 with a high of 44
on Sept. 6-7 (CPW et al.). Marbled Godwits,
on the other hand, were seen in seven local-
ities, with inland observations including three
at Baltimore Aug. 6 (HB) and one at S.P.S.P.,
Sept. 21 (HLW). Maximum numbers were
again at Chincoteague Ref. with 21 on Sept.
16 (DLH et al.). Lesser Yellowlegs seemed
unusually common; at Craney 1., 3000 were
estimated Aug. 9 (RLAn), and the maximum
at S.P.S.P. was 70 on Oct. 4 (HLW). One near
Hopewell, Va., Nov. 19 (FRS) was late for an
inland locality. The big fall 1977 flight of
phalaropes was not repeated this year, and
only token Wilson’s and N. Phalaropes were
found. The only Red Phalarope was one along
the C.B.B.T., Sept. 24 (PGD et al.).

Perhaps the feature of the season was a bird
thought to be a Great Snipe seen by three dif-
ferent parties at Dyke matsh, Sept. 9-16
(IMA, AC, PC et al.). Common Snipe were
noted several times in August, the earliest

bemng one at Anacostia, D C, Aug 2 (DFA)
Dowitchers, which were too far away to be spe-
cifically identified, were noted far inland at L
Anna in November, 11 on Nov. 5 (JBB) and
three Nov. 15-18 (JBB & BWK). The dates
suggest Long-billeds, but any dowitcher on the
Piedmont this late would be notable. At Chin-
coteague, Sanderlings peaked at 11,130 on
Aug. 18-19 (CPW) and peep on Sept. 2, when
D. F. Abbott estimated 50,000 Semipalmated
and 15,000 W. Sandpipers. Four Baird’s
Sandpipers at Chincoteague Sept. 23-24
(CPW et al.) was a record state count, and
there were numerous other reports, including
two near Seneca, Md., Sept. 9 (RFR), two at
Alexandria Sept. 10 (DFA, JIMA & OEF), and
two at S.P.S.P., Sept. 13 (HLW). A Curlew
Sandpiper was present at Chincoteague Ref,
Aug. 16 - Sept. 2 (JBB, KB, BWK et al.), prob-
ably the seventh fall record for the state Six
different localities had Buff-breasted Sand-
pipers during the period, all but one near the
coast. The only Piedmont report was of seven
near Seneca Sept. 30 (PGD); the 50 at Chinco-
teague Sept. 23-24 (CPW) was a record num-
ber for Virginia. The previously reported Ruff
at Chincoteague remained to Sept. 15 (CPW),
and another was seen at Craney 1., Sept 12
(TRW). The warm weather produced several
late shorebird records. Among these were a
Solitary Sandpiper at Baltimore, Nov. 11-12
(HK & JLS), a Spotted Sandpiper in Carroll
Co., Md. through Nov. 18 (RFR), a Pectoral at
Gainesville, Va., Nov. 10-30 (PM), and a
record late Stilt Sandpiper at S.P.S.P., Nov
18-28 (DB & HLW).

GULLS THROUGH SKIMMERS — Some
ten species of gulls were reported in the Alex-
andria area during the fall in the greatest con-
centration of gulls ever observed here. The
buildup, particularly in Ring-billeds, began 1n
early August, and record numbers of the com-
moner gulls were recorded Sept. 14 with 600
Great Black-backed, and 5000 Laughing
Gulls (DFA). Numbers were back to normal
by mid-October. An Iceland Gull at Back Bay
Oct. 15 (IA et al.) was curiously the only
white-winged gull reported during the fall A
Lesser Black-backed Gull was noted first at
Chincoteague Sept. 2 (DFA) and near Alexan-
dria Sept. 10 (DFA & JMA), and at the latter
location up to three were seen at one time up
to Nov. 8, though D. F. Abbott thought there
were as many as five different birds here One
to two were also present on the CBBT
islands from Sept. 17 to the end of the period
(JHD, DLH, FRS et al.).

The rarer gulls at Alexandria included sin-
gle Thayer’s Gulls Sept. 10 and 16 and Nov 5,
a second-year California Gull Sept. 10, and a
second-year Mew Gull Sept. 14 and 30 (DFA
& JMA). A count of 494 Ring-billed Gulls at
L. Anna Nov. 15 (JBB) was highly unusual for
the Piedmont in fall, and another Piedmont
record of interest was of a Laughing Gull at
Clifford, Amherst Co:, Va., Oct. 23 (SC)
There was an influx of about 5000 Laughings
at S.P.S.P., Oct. 26 (HLW). Single Franklin’s
Gulls were noted at Anacostia Aug. 6 (DFA,
OEEF et al.), apparently the first D.C. record,
at Baltimore Sept. 3 & 25 (different birds —
EATB), and at S.P.S.P., Oct. 17 (HLW) An
ad. Black-headed Gull was at Baltimore Nov
19 (EATB), and Little Gulls were reported
from three localities, a subadult at Alexandria
Nov. 12 (DFA & JMA) being the first really
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mland record for Virginta Six Black-legged
Kittiwakes off Ocean City Oct 28 (PGD, RAR
et al ) were considered early.

A Com. Tern at L. Anna Sept. 1 JBB) was
the only Piedmont report, and an ad. Sooty
Tern was observed under excellent conditions
55 mi e. of Wachapreague Inlet, Va., July 22
(BT) Four Bridled Terns off Cape Henry Aug.
27 (ph. — RLAk, PGD, DLH et al.) rep-
resented only the second Virginia record, and
an ad. Least Tern at Alexandria Nov. 12
(DFA) was both incredibly late and unusually
far mland. The C.B.B.T. islands continued to
be the best place to observe concentrations of
Sandwich Terns in the early fall, and a max-
imum of 111 was found here Sept. 2 (FRS).
There was more than the usual number of
Caspian Terns reported on Piedmont Virginia
with a peak of six at Lynchburg Sept. 22 (WB).
On the Coastal Plain the maximum number
was 120 at Baltimore Aug. 29 (EATB), and
late individuals were noted at Alexandria Nov.
4 (JMA) and Jamestown, Va., Nov. 26 (BW).
Inland Black Skimmers were noted Aug. 27 at
both S.P.S.P. (HLW) and Baltimore (EATB),
and the concentration at Craney I. reached
1000 on Sept. 29 (TRW).

DOVES THROUGH BLUEBIRDS — A
Ground Dove was seen at Back Bay Ref., Aug.
25 (IA), and a Long-eared Owl at Kiptopeke
Oct 31 JWD & FRS) was early. Good num-
bers of Short-eared Owls were found locally in
November on the Piedmont in Louisa County,
Va (JBB & BWK), and Byrd and others
counted 12 on Fisherman I., Nov. 26. Over
12,000 Chimney Swifts were estimated flying S
over Dyke marsh Oct. 9 (JMA), and a late one
was seen at Annapolis Oct. 23 (HLW). West-
ern Kingbirds were found near the coast five
times in September and October, and an imm.
Fork-tailed Flycatcher was seen at S.P.S.P.,
Sept 23 (HLW, SIM & WK), for probably a
first Regional record. A Yellow-bellied Fly-
catcher at Green Spring Sept. 25 (JBB) and a
single singing Alder Flycatcher at Dyke marsh
Aug 29 (DFA) were both first local records,
and an Olive-sided Flycatcher at Dyke marsh
Sept 30 (DFA) was late.

An impressive early swallow migration
occurred at Chincoteague Ref., Aug. 10;
estimated totals included 10,000 Barn, 5000
Tree, and 3000 Bank Swallows JMA). Among
these were at least four Cliff Swallows, rare on
coastal Virginia. There were far more than
normal late reports of Rough-winged Swal-
lows Among these were 12 at S.P.S.P., Oct.
9-10 and one here Oct. 18 (HLW) and two at
Chincoteague Oct. 21 (DFA). A late Barn
Swallow flew by one of the C.B.B.T. islands
Nov 26 (MAB). The best Blue Jay flights were
reported from Green Spring, where Bazuin
recorded 23,182 in 102 hours of observation
Sept 25 - Oct. 10. Peak daily totals were 4014
Sept 26 and 3204 Sept. 30. An outstanding
event was the trapping and banding of an
apparent Black-capped Chickadee at Kipto-
peke Beach Oct. 13 (WPS), extending the
known records of this species s. along the
coast by some 60 mi. Careful wing and tail
measurements were of course taken. Peak
banding totals at Kiptopeke Beach included
154 Gray Catbirds Oct. 15 and 66 Hermit
Thrushes Oct. 21 (CWH), and at Green Spring
the height of the Am. Robin migration seemed
several weeks late with a maximum of 1800
Nov 13 (JBB). A Veery at Baltimore Oct. 22
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(RFR) was late, and PM reported good num-
bers of E Bluebirds in the Manassas, Va,
area Oct. 30 - Nov. 5, with flocks of 50 or
more.

GNATCATCHERS THROUGH FRINGIL-
LIDS — Late Blue-gray Gnatcatchers wete at
Alexandria Nov. 12 & 18 (DFA & JMA) and at
Back Bay Ref., Nov. 17 (DLH), and an imm.
Northern Shrike was present at Chincoteague
Ref., Nov. 24 - Dec. 2(BWK, MPM, YL et al.).
A very late White-eyed Vireo seen in Charles
County, Md., Nov. 13 (WK) was probably the
same one found freshly dead here Dec. 3 (DB).
An “Audubon’s” Warbler, complete with
yellow throat, was seen at Dyke marsh Oct. 28
(DFA, JMA & OEF), and the migration of the
Yellow-throated Warbler was nicely bracketed
by one seen on Assateague 1., Md., Aug. 3
(TFW) and one in Carroll County, Md., Sept.
20 (RFR). Among the late warbler reports was
a Magnolia at Sycamore Landing, Md., Oct.
22 (PGD), two Cape Mays at Baltimore Nov.
19 (RFR), and a Bay-breasted found freshly
dead at Richmond Oct. 28 (fide CRB). The
first N. Waterthrush was banded at Baltimore
Aug. 2 (BR) and the last at Kiptopeke Beach
Oct. 21 (CWH); similar extremes for the
Mourning Warbler were one seen at Dyke
marsh Aug. 19 JMA) and two banded at Bal-
timore Oct. 15 (JLS). Reese and Krantz
estimated 10,000 Bobolinks in the Choptank
R. marshes of Talbot County, Md., Sept. 5,
and 50 N. Orioles at Clifford, Va., Sept. 10
(SC) was a good count as were 20 at Green
Spring Sept. 3 JBB). Two Brewer’s Blackbirds
were seen at Baltimore Nov. 24 (MR).

A Black-headed Grosbeak was present in
Harford County, Md., Oct. 26 - Nov. 1 (CG et
al.), and late Blue Grosbeaks included two at
Green Spring Oct. 15 (JBB) and one at Tan-
gier I, Va., Oct. 22 (HTA & FM). The only
Dickcissel report was of one at Oxon Hill,
Md., Nov. 4-5 (RNv, PB & JMA). Northern
finches were notable mainly for their absence,
and there were only a very few reports of Even-
ing Grosbeaks and Pine Siskins. A Savannah
Sparrow singing at Back Bay Ref., Aug. 13
(RLAn) was well out of its summer range but
also extremely early for a transient. Keelan
had a late Grasshopper Sparrow at L. Anna
Nov. 5, and the Lark Sparrow was recorded in
three localities, including one inland at Dyke
marsh Sept. 21 (OEF). DuMont reported 35
White-crowned Sparrows on Assateague I.,
Md., Oct. 29, an unusual number for the
coast, and seven Lincoln’s Sparrows banded at
Sandy Spring, Md., Sept. 27 (JSW) was an
impressive number for this normally rare bird.
Locally rare were single Snow Buntings in
Kent County, Md., Nov. 19 (JR) and near
Easton, Md., Nov. 30 (NB).

CONTRIBUTORS — D. F. Abbott, J. M.
Abbott, Irvin Ailes, R. L. Ake (RLAk),
Barbara Allison, R. L. Anderson (RLAn),
H. T. Armistead, M. E. Armistead, Paul Bai-
cich, D. R. Baker, Ken Bass, J. B. Bazuin,
R. A. Beck, Henry Bielstein, C. R. Blem, E. A.
T. Blom, M. R. Boatwright, Nancy Bohaker,
G. W. Bond, Mr. and Mrs. Wilmont Brown,
J. H. Buckalew, M. A. Byrd, Danny Bystrak,
Sandra Chandler, Alice Coleman, Paris Cole-
man, J. H. Dalmas, Thelma Dalmas, Doug
Davis, J. W. Dillard, P. G. DuMont, O. E.
Fang, Phillip Gibbs, Maryann Gossman,
Chuck Graham, Greg Greer, C. W. Hacker,

D L Hughes, Hank Kaestner, B W Keelan,
Wayne Klockner, Brad Krantz, Yulee Larner,
Peter May, S. J. Mele, N. C. Middleton, M P
Moore, Floyd Murdoch, Ron Naveen (RNv),
Rod Norden (RNd), F. L. Parks, Jan Reese,
Mike Resch, R. F. Ringler, Barbara Ross,
R. A. Rowlett, W. P. Smith, J. L. Stasz,
Leonard Teuber, R. J. Tripician, Barry Truitt,
C. R. Vaughn, Stan Walens, F. P. Ward, ] S
Weske, T. F. Wieboldt, H. L. Wierenga, C P
Wilds, Bill Williams, G. M. Williamson, T. R
Wolfe, III. — F. R, SCOTT, 115 Kennondale
Lane, Richmond, Va. 23226.

SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST
REGION
/Harry E. LeGrand, Jr.

The fall of 1978 was characterized by very
mild weather lingering through the end of the
period, and most localities had not even
recorded their first freeze by November 30
The fall was also very dry in most sections,
leaving the major reservoirs several feet below
normal pool level. The first major front passed
through the Region in late September; there-
after, many cold fronts moved through, but
nearly all were weak and had little rain or cool
temperatures associated with them.

From the birders’ point of view, it was not a
particularly exciting season. The major reason
for the mediocrity was the scarcity of strong
fronts or other unsettled weather, conditions
that tend to force down migrants, pile up birds
into “‘waves”, and blow them hundreds of
miles off coutse. Hurricane Ella passed far off
the coast of the Carolinas in early September,
and it did not push any pelagic birds to shore
The passerine migration was fair-to-average in
most areas. Those observers who were afield
several times a week, or more, were able to
record most of the usual migrants; once-a-
week birders complained about a poor migra-
tion, a complaint that fell on deaf ears. (A
Regional Editor must assess a migration sea-
son on the comments from observers in the
field more frequently than just one day a
week.) The mild weather lingering throughout
the period was responsible for many late
records of summer resident and transient
species; however, as a consequence of the
warm temperatures, waterfowl were slow 1n
arriving. Even-numbered autumns usually see
little movement of winter finches and Red-
breasted Nuthatches from their boreal breed-
ing grounds, and 1978 proved no exception
The major highlights in the Region were the
continued ‘‘pelagic push” off the North Car-
olina Quter Banks, led by Dave Lee, and the
excellent shorebird coverage by Brent Ortego
of Eufaula Nat’l Wildlife Refuge in Georgia

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS —
An excellent inland count of 108 Com. Loons
was noted at Roanoke Rapids L., N.C., Nov 8
(ML). As usual, nearly all pelagic trips
originated from North Carolina Outer Banks,
in addition, two trips in early September from
this area were cancelled by “no good” Hut-
ricane Ella. Two Northern Fulmars collected
Oct. 1 off Oregon Inlet, N.C., were rare and
very early (AF), and Lee observed two more
fulmars in that area Nov. 14, one of which was
a dark-phase individual. Other highlights of
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WADING BIRDS
— Ortego et al. observed
200 Great Blue Herons
and 206 Great Egrets
at Eufaula N.W.R.,
Ga., Oct. 14, both
excellent inland counts.
Very late breeding of
the Cattle Egret was
noted at Phillips I,
near Morehead City,
N.C.; several nests

L2 with young were seen

Sept. 8, and another
was reported Sept. 16

the Nov. 14 trip were six Cory’s Shearwaters,
16 Greater Shearwaters, and two Black-
capped Petrels, all quite late. Topping the trip
were two or four Little Shearwaters (Puffinus
assimilis). Lee noted the very rapid, almost
alcid-like wingbeats and the nearly tailless
appearance; he has considerable experience
with Audubon’s and Manx Shearwaters and
easily recognized these birds as distinct from
the latter two species. The only previous
Regional record, and one of only several for
North America, was one found dead at Sul-
livan’s L, S.C., in August 1883 (South Car-
olina Bird Life, 1970, p. 62). Another notable
pelagic trip, out of Hatteras, N.C., Oct. 8, pro-
vided high numbers for several shearwaters:
152 Cory’s, 42 Greaters, and 204 Audubon’s
(PGDet al.).

S.A.

“Capping"” this trip was an astonishing
40+ Black-capped Petrels, apparently the
largest-ever count of the species in North
American waters recorded, 27 mi offshore
s.e. from Hatteras, N.C., on Oct. 8 (PGD et
al.). Small, loose flocks were in sight off
and on from 9:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The
most birds in view at one time was 12; the
sum of a dozen different counts made in
the time period was 66. All birds may have
been different — they were all moving SW;
20-30 knot NNW winds kept them aloft
and visible for very long distances. But the
gut feeling was that some of the birds did
circle back and get recounted. Based
partly on grouping the sighting times and
locations and partly on estimate, there
may have been as many as 40 different
Black-cappeds (PGD). This species has
clearly increased in North Carolina waters
over the past few years, and this increase in
sightings is not owing to its being over-
looked before 1972, nor to a rise in pelagic
trips; an actual population boom (as with
the fulmar) might possibly be the answer.

Other notable pelagics for the season, all off
Oregon Inlet (DL), were two Leach’s Storm-
Petrels Oct. 10, single White-tailed Tropic-
birds July 25 and Sept. 11 (*N.C.S.M.}, and an
accidental species of gadfly petrel in August
(note to be published in this journal). A White
Pelican near Beaufort, N.C., Oct. 8, was an
excellent find (JF, DB), as were up to two imm.
Great Cormorants present at Wrightsville
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(TLQ). A total of 21
birds near Atlanta Aug. 27 was high for the
Piedmont (TM). A Reddish Egret at Eufaula
N.W.R., Nov. 12-15 was quite unusual (BO,
MB, DC); there are only several previous
Georgia records, and this is apparently the
third inland record for the Region. Single
Louisiana Herons inland were seen at Beaver-
dam Res., in n. Wake Co., N.C., Aug. 27
(IOP, ET), near Clemson, S.C., Sept. 10 (HL,
SG), at Augusta, Ga., Sept. 2 & Oct. 21 (AW),
and at Fayetteville, N.C., Oct. 6 (PIC). An
unusual event was the capture of an appar-
ently uninjured Black-crowned Night Heron
on a street corner in Southern Pines, N.C.,
July 24 (TH). A few imm. Yellow-crowned
Night Herons were noted inland at Winston-
Salem, N.C. (KH, RS), Pendergrass, Ga. (IV),
and Atlanta (RP) in the period Aug. 9-18;
another immature walking in a street and in
yards at Doraville, Ga., Nov. 7-14, is certainly
worthy of mention (FM)! Rare inland records
of the Glossy Ibis were an adult at Fayetteville
Aug. 14 (PIC, Mo, LP), an immature there
Aug. 17 (PIC, IBC), and one at Augusta Sept.
2 (AW). As expected, imm. White Ibises dis-
persed inland throughout the Region, but the
peak seasonal count inland was only eight,
near Pendergrass, Ga., Aug. 11 (JV).

WATERFOWL — An out-of-season Brant
was very early at Pea I, N.C., Aug. 19 (BK),
and Eufaula again had White-fronted Geese,
two birds Nov. 5-25 (BO, DC). For the third
consecutive winter, a ¢ Cinnamon Teal was
seen at Augusta, with a flock of Blue-winged
Teals Nov. 18 (fide AW). A N. Shoveler at
Pendergrass Sept. 17 was quite early (JP), and
a Redhead at Eufaula Oct. 28 (BO, MB) was
the earliest record for Georgia. On Sept. 10
Bob Holmes found a dead imm. Black Scoter
at Ft. Macon, N.C., and saw another imma-
ture waddling from a beach to the nearby
sound. These immatures, plus several nearby
adults, have led him to believe that the species
may have bred in this locality. This idea may
seem far-fetched, but the Red-breasted Mer-
ganser, which also frequently spends the sum-
mer along the coast, has been known to breed
on several occasions along the North and
South Carolina coasts. Other very early water-
fowl were a @ Ruddy Duck at L. Surf, near
Vass, N.C., Sept. 5 & 15 (TH), and a Com.
Merganser in Chatham County, N.C., Oct. 29
(DA, BR).

HAWKS — Two imm. Mississippi Kites
seen harassing a crow in Franklin County,

NC Sept 14 (EP), provided a very rare
record for the state’s Piedmont. Late individ-
uals were noted Oct. 8 at Capers 1., S.C. (PN),
Oct. 14 at Columbus, Ga. (RM), and Nov. 1
near Dillon, S.C. (RNa). An imm. Goshawk
was very early and unusual at Ft. Fisher, N.C.,
Sept. 30 (RD); the bird swooped at a Yellow-
crowned Night Heron perched in a dead tree.
The best Sharp-shinned Hawk counts were 46
tallied along the coast at Salter Path, N.C.,
Oct. 15 (CTC), and 150 noted moving N over
the s. end of Jekyll 1., Ga., Nov. 4 (D.A.S).
Birders from Winston-Salem observed over
800 Broad-winged Hawks migrating past Pilot
Mt., in North Carolina’s n.w. Piedmont Sept.
22-26. The fall flights of this species essen-
tially bypass the Region; even along the w.
edge of the Piedmont large flocks are seldom
seen, and the birds are usually noted
extremely high overhead gliding SW on n.e.
winds. A remarkable five reports of Golden
Eagles were received: an adult in Charleston
Co., S.C., 4.5 mi n.e. of Moore’s Landing Sept.
7 (JBA), an immature at Clemson Nov. 1 (HL),
an immature at Jekyll 1., Nov. 4 (D.A.S.), one
of unreported age at Atlanta Nov. 8 (AnF),
and an immature at L. Mattamuskeet, N.C.,
Nov. 12 (KH). Bald Eagle reports were too
numerous to mention specifically, and it is
gratifying that eight of the nine reports were
immature birds, probably the highest imma-
ture:adult ratio in recent years for the Region.
Very early Marsh Hawks were seen in Atlanta
Aug. 8 (V]), and at Beaverdam Res., Sept. 3
(CO), whereas an Osprey was quite late at
Atlantic Beach, N.C., Dec. 1 (IF).

S.A.

For the second consecutive fall, H.
LeGrand observed a Prairie Falcon in the
Clemson area; this year an individual was
seen near Townville Nov. 19. The 1977
bird, with different markings on the wing
linings, was observed Nov. 26 near Pendle-
ton. Both were flushed from extensive
plowed fields and were carefully studied as
they soared overhead. There are now
approximately six records for the Region;
no photographs or specimens have yet
been taken.

A Peregrine Falcon at Beaverdam Res.,
Aug. 27, was rare and very eatly (EG et al.);
the only other inland reports were individuals
at Eufaula Sept. 24, 30 & Nov. 12 (BO, MB,
DC). A Merlin was also present at Eufaula
Sept. 30 (BO), and another was seen at L.
Wheeler near Raleigh Oct. 10 (JM).

CRANES THROUGH PLOVERS —
Twelve Sandhill Cranes seen between Carters-
ville and Cedartown, Ga., Aug. 6, were
extremely early (D&DC), as were four migrat-
ing through n.e. Habersham County, Ga.,
Sept. 25 (FM); the bulk of the SSE flight
through the state occurs in November. Strag-
glers reaching South Carolina were one at
Johns 1., Oct. 29(TB, SL), and four flying over
I’0On Swamp near Charleston Dec. 2 (IS). A
Purple Gallinule was very late at Savannah
N.W.R., S.C., Nov. 20 (JO), and 8028 Am.
Coots counted at Eufaula Oct. 29 (BO) might
be a record for the Region. The Piping Plover
is casual inland; thus, one at Beaverdam Res.,
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July 28 - Aug 13 was exceptional (B&MW,
RIH, CO) Inland Am Golden Plovers were
noted at Clemson Sept. 26 — Oct. 22 (peak of
two Sept. 30 — HL), L. Mattamuskeet Nov. 12
(KH), and at Eufaula Oct. 21 - Nov. 25 (peak
of seven Oct. 29 — BO). A few Black-bellied
Plovers were also found at the latter site Oct.
14 - Nov. 25 (BO, MB, DC). Eufaula was also
the home for a Ruddy Turnstone Aug. 5 (BO)
and another Oct. 28 (BO, MB); still another
was a good find at Winston-Salem Aug. 9-11
(KH, RS).

SANDPIPERS — The Long-billed Curlew
at Bird Shoal near Beaufort, N.C., was first
noted this fall Sept. 9 (JF et al.), and another
was reported at Mt. Pleasant, S.C., Nov. 5
(PN) Among the many noteworthy shorebird
sightings from Eufaula N.W.R., were six late
Solitary Sandpipers Nov. 6 JLD), a Willet July
22 (BO, IR), and two Red Knots Sept. 24 (BO).
Good late fall counts of Pectoral Sandpipers
were made at Pea I., where 17 were noted Nov.
11 (JF, KH), and at Eufaula, where ten
remained until Nov. 25 (BO). Rare inland
White-rumped Sandpipers were observed at
Pendergrass Aug. 11 (JV), Roanoke Rapids,
N C, Oct. 3 (ML), and Eufaula Oct. 29 (BO);
three were late at Bodie 1., N.C., Nov. 11 (JF,
KH) A truly remarkable count was the
Regional record 27 Baird’s Sandpipers at
Eufaula Sept. 24; in addition, three were there
Aug 19 (BO). Much to the writer’s surprise,
there seem to be no previous Georgia records
(not listed in Annotated Checklist of Georgia
Burds, 1977). Also there on Sept. 24 were 665
Least Sandpipers (BO). One or two Dunlins
were reported inland at several localities Oct.
26 - Nov. 30, but these numbers were no
match for the 313 tallied by Ortego Nov. S at
Eufaula, certainly the premier inland birding
spot mn the Region.

Other highlights of Ortego’s excellent shore-
bird coverage at this refuge include Long-
billed Dowitchers Oct. 29 - Nov. 26 (peak of
12 on Oct. 29), six late Stilt Sandpipers Oct.
14, three Semipalmated Sandpipers until Nov.
24, three Buff-breasted Sandpipers Sept. 24
and one extremely late Oct. 28, a peak of 16
Sanderlings Nov. 5, an Am. Avocet Nov. 3
seen by Gus Saville, a Red Phalarope Nov. 5,
and as many as five Wilson’s Phalaropes Sept.
30 - Oct. 14! Elsewhere, and particularly along
the coast, shorebirding seemed rather
uneventful, despite low water levels in most
reservoirs. The fall’s dearth of strong fronts,
unsettled weather, and nighttime rainfall
allowed most of the rarer shorebirds to
migrate over the inland sections without need
to put down at lakes and ponds. However,
Eufaula’s two plus sq. mi of mudflats this fall,
according to Ortego, were too tantalizing for
many shorebirds to fly over without a visit.
Three Long-billed Dowitchers were unusual at
L Mattamuskeet Nov. 12 (JF), and Fussell
also observed two late Semipalmated Sand-
pipers at Bodie I., N.C., Nov. 11. Buff-
breasted Sandpiper sightings this fall were
very widespread; the higher counts, as
expected, were coastal, with 11 at Oregon
Infet Oct. 3 (JOP, ET), ten at Bodie 1., Sept. 2
(PGD et al.), and five near Charleston Sept. 18
(PN)

Marbled Godwits were surprisingly common
for late fall on the Outer Banks, as witnessed
by 72 at the e. end of Ocracoke I., Nov. 24
(CW), and 49 at Bodie 1., Nov. 25 (RLA). Dave
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Lee’s pelagic trips turned up eight Red Phala-
ropes off Oregon Inlet Nov 14, and a peak of
13 N. Phalaropes there Oct. 10. Another
Northern was observed on S. Pond at Pea 1.,
Aug. 21 JB, BK, SW). The latter trio of bird-
ers tallied 18 Wilson’s Phalaropes at Pea I.,
Aug. 21, and 13 at nearby Bodie I., Aug. 18.
In addition to those at Eufaula, other inland
Wilson's were single individuals in Sumter
County, Ga., Aug. 24 (CE, RH), and near
Dublin, Ga., Sept. 12 (TKP).

JAEGERS THROUGH TERNS — Poma-
rine Jaegers were seen on nearly all of the
pelagic trips off the Outer Banks, with a peak
of nine off Oregon Inlet Nov. 14 (DL); how-
ever, not a single Parasitic was seen on the
trips. On Nov. 19 Davis observed a Pomarine,
two Parasitics, and five unidentified jaegers
from shore at Carolina Beach, N.C. An imm.
Black-legged Kittiwake off Oregon Inlet Oct.
14 was quite early (ML, HL); also reported
were an adult and three immatures in this
area Nov. 14 (DL). Inland Forster’s Terns,
pairs in each case, were noted near Dublin
Aug. 12 (TKP), Beaverdam Res., Sept. 3 (CO),
and Chatham County, N.C., Sept. 4 (DA). A
flock of 26 Com. Terns near Raleigh Aug. 30
(JM) was an excellent number. Perhaps . off-
shore Bridled Terns are no longer worthy of
mention in this column; nevertheless, eight
were seen off Charleston Aug. 4 (SG, HL), and
19 were noted off Oregon Inlet Aug. 20 (DL).
Numbers of migrating Black Terns in the
Region in recent years have taken a sharp
dive, both coastally and inland. It is now a
rare bird on inland lakes in fall, and it is not
the abundant coastal migrant it was ten or
more years ago. The only inland sighting of
note was of ten near Raleigh Aug. 10 (JM).

CUCKOOS THROUGH SWALLOWS —
A Yellow-billed Cuckoo lingered at least until
Nov. 2 at Winston-Salem (BW), and the very
uncommon Black-billed Cuckoo was reported
at Raven Rock S.P., N.C., Oct. 15 (DA), and
near Raleigh Sept. 17 (two birds — IM).
Departure dates for Chuck-will’s-widows and
Whip-poor-wills throughout their ranges are
poorly known because of the birds’ nocturnal
nature; a ‘““Chuck” at Southern Pines was
undoubtedly late Sept. 18 (TH). Single
“Whips” heard at Manteo Nov. 10 and Emer-
ald Isle Nov. 16, both along the North Car-
olina coast, might represent individuals
attempting to winter (fide JF). An excellent
flight of Com. Nighthawks passed over Win-
ston-Salem at dusk Aug. 31, with several thou-
sand birds seen (m.ob.). Approximately 275
seen in the w. Coastal Plain in Hoke County,
N.C., at dusk on an unspecified date (JHC,
PDD, TS) was phenomenal for so far to the
east. Another individual was late at Chapel
Hill Oct. 29 (JOP, ET). Several observers
noticed good numbers of Red-headed Wood-
peckers in swamps and bottomlands in the
Region, and it seems that wintering popula-
tions have increased the past two or three
years. Few of the woodpeckers breed in these
swamps, however; it would be of great interest
to know where (geographical region and hab-
itat) these birds are nesting. Very early was a
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker in Morehead City
Sept. 13 (JF, II). Western Kingbirds appeared
to be in low numbers this fall, with only six
reports, all coastal, Oct. 8 - Nov. 21, and the
peak count was just three. Single Least Fly-

catchers were noted near Bunn, N C | Sept 21
(EP), and at Augusta Sept 26 (AW), this spe-
cies peaks in late September, after most
other Empidonax species have departed the
Region. The very rare Olive-sided Flycatcher
was seen in e. Chatham County, N.C., Sept 4
(DA), and at Clemson Sept. 17 (SG, HL)
Excellent numbers of swallows were reported
from several localities, with 4200 Trees and
2550 Rough-wingeds at Eufaula Oct. 7 (BO,
MB). Good Bank totals were 200 at Edisto I,
S.C., Aug. 6 (HL), and 500 at Long Beach,
N.C., Sept. 2(MT, KH). At the latter site these
observers tallied over 5000 Barns Sept. 2 and
2000 Sept. 3. A group of 50 Rough-winged
Swallows Oct. 21 at Augusta was very late
(AW), as was a Barn Swallow Nov. 11 at Kure
Beach, N.C. (RD).

WRENS THROUGH WARBLERS — A
Winter Wren was surprisingly early at Atlanta
Oct. 5 (RP). On the other hand, a Swainson’s
Thrush lingered until Nov. 11 at Southern
Pines (JHC, EC), and two Yellow-throated
Vireos, one singing, were extremely late Nov
14 near Jamesville, N.C. (ML). Single Phila-
delphia Vireos were noted at seven locations
Sept. 17 - Oct. 11: Augusta and Jekyll I
(banded) in Georgia, Savannah Ref., and
Townville (singing and calling) in South
Carolina, and Chapel Hill, the Outer Banks,
and Charlotte (tower kill) in North Carolina
Although Philadelphias are rather rare fall
migrants in the Region, they perhaps out-
number Warbling Vireos 100:1; the latter
species completely avoids this area in fall, and
not a single tower killed individual seems to
have been reported. Fall sight records of War-
bling Vireos thus must be treated with
extreme caution, and the only accepted one
was at Eufaula Oct. 14 (BO).

The outstanding passerine highlight of the
season was the remarkable number of war-
blers observed by DuMont and several other
birders along the Outer Banks Oct. 7. Therr
noteworthy warbler totals were: three Ten-
nessees, seven Nashvilles, 200 N. Parulas,
three Magnolias, 260 Cape Mays, 91 Black-
throated Blues, 60 Black-throated Greens,
seven Blackburnians, four Chestnut-sideds,
eight Bay-breasteds, 192 Blackpolls, 427
Palms, one Ovenbird, two Canadas, and 193
Am. Redstarts. Also of interest were two Phil-
adelphia Vireos, in addition to an imm. Con-
necticut Warbler Oct. 9.

Golden-winged Warblers, rare though reg-
ular at this season, were noted at six scattered
localities Aug. 18 - Sept. 17; four were
observed in the Atlanta area Aug. 18-31
(m. ob.). Tennessee Warblers were quite early
near Duluth, Ga., Aug. 22 (JP), and Clemson
Aug. 24 (HL), as were two Magnolia Warblers
Aug. 21 near Hoffman, N.C. (JHC, RB). Late
Black-throated Blue Warblers, both males,
were found Nov. 1 at Southern Pines (EC), and
Nov. 11 on Isle of Palms, S.C. (B&DH). Parks
carefully monitored the warbler migration at
Atlanta, detecting single Ceruleans Aug. 8, 13,
& 21. This species is mainly restricted to the
w. Piedmont in fall, quietly slipping through
the Region earlier (mid-July through August)
than most observers are afield looking for fall
warblers. Among other early warbler arrivals
were Blackburnians near Hoffman Aug. 18
(JHC) and at Atlanta Aug. 22 (BP), Bay-
breasted at Atlanta Aug. 26 (BP), Blackpoll at
McCain, N.C., Sept. 7 (LW), and Palms near
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Duluth Aug 22 (JP) and Durham, N C, Aug
24 (JPa). A N. Waterthrush in early November
near Wrightsville Beach, N.C., was late (IFP),
as was a Wilson’s Warbler at Atlanta Oct. 23
{RP). A Black-throated Gray Warbler was
reported from Durham during the period, but
no details were received; there are only three
or four records for the Region.

ICTERIDS THROUGH FINCHES —
Three Bobolinks were quite eatly for the fall
near Charleston Aug. 9 (PN), and quite
unusual were two @ Yellow-headed Blackbirds
at Pea 1., Sept. 1 (HL, EL). Perhaps the same
two Yellow-headeds were seen the following
day at Cape Hatteras Point (PGD, RA). A
flock of 30 Brewer’s Blackbirds was somewhat
out-of-range at Hilton Head I., S.C., Oct. 7
(JG). An excellent count of Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks for the e. Piedmont was the 36+
seen near Bunn, N.C., Sept. 30 (EP). A @
Black-headed Grosbeak, casual in the Region,
was carefully studied in Pinehurst, N.C., Sept.
29 (MJ, TH). Davis, who intensively worked
the Ft. Fisher, N.C., area this fall, had two late
Blue Grosbeaks Nov. 9, two late Indigo Bunt-
mngs Nov. 9 and one Nov. 11, and two Dickeis-
sels Oct. 7. As mentioned earlier, the winter
finches remained to the n. this fall; a few
Evening Grosbeaks, as usual in off years, were
reported. Remarkably early were a male near
Chapel Hill July 26 (DA), and a female at a
feeder in Raleigh Sept. 28 (JM). Purple
Finches were rather uncommon over most of
the Region, and only one Pine Siskin was
reported, a ‘“lost” bird at Clemson in late
November (HL). At Chapel Hill, where House
Finch breeding has yet to be confirmed, two

brown-plumaged birds were seen m a yard
Aug. 25 - Sept. 11 (CH). Adults 1n the yard
during the summer, in addition to these fall’
birds, hint that breeding may have occurred.
Red Crossbills were present this summer
and fall in unusually good numbers in the
North Carolina mountains, but they must
have stayed there; there were no reports for
this Region during the fall. A Grasshopper
Sparrow seen in the North Carolina Sandhills
near Hoffman Nov. 12 was the first record for
this area since 1926 JHC et al.); the species
might possibly winter this far n. Inland
Sharp-tailed Sparrows are always noteworthy:
one of an inland race was seen near Vultare,
N.C., Oct. 3 (ML), and one of an unspecified
race was a tower kill victim at Charlotte Oct.
29 (DBr). One of the most intriguing and least
understood migration phenomena in the East
is the apparent “short cut” taken by fall
coastal migrating Seaside and Sharp-tailed
sparrows over the inland section of e. North
Carolina to coastal areas s. of the state, as
revealed by tower kills in Bladen and Bruns-
wick Counties in previous years. Perhaps the
Charlotte bird was an individual of a coastal
race; such coastal sparrows, of both species,
apparently fly over the area without stopping
inland. An ad. Clay-colored Sparrow was
observed at Ft. Fisher Oct. 7 (RD), and
another adult, probably a different bird, was
there Oct. 21 (CTC). The secretive Lincoln’s
Sparrow was detected at Vass, N.C., Sept. 15
(TH), Chapel Hill Oct. 21 (DA et al.), and
Townville, S.C., Oct. 22 (SG, HL). Despite the
mild fall, Lapland Longspurs had returned to
traditional wintering grounds in the Clemson
area by the end of the period; singles were at

Townville Nov 19 and Pendleton Nov 25
(HL).

CONTRIBUTORS AND OBSERVERS —
Robert Ake, Dennis Alwon, Robert L. Ander-
son, John B. Andre, David Barnes, John Baz-
uin, Ted Beckett, Robbie Blue, George Bond,
Dick Brown (DBr), Mark Brown, Eleanor Car-
ter, J. H. Carter II1, Charles T. Clark, Don
and Doris Cohrs, Dan Combs, J. B. Crutch-
field, P. J. Crutchfield, Ricky Davis, P. D
Doerr, Paul G. DuMont, Julian L. Dusi,
Charles Erwin, Allen Foreman, Ann Forster
(AnF), John Fussell, John Fussell 1I, Eric
Garner, Sidney Gauthreaux, Joe Greenberg,
R. J. Hader, Carol Hamilton, Kevin Hintsa,
Rip Holman, Bob Holmes, Tom Howard,
Bobbin and David Huff, Vince Jackson,
Marion Jones, Brian Keelan, Stan Langston,
Dave Lee, Edmund LeGrand, Harry LeGrand,
Merrill Lynch, Robert Manns, Frank
McCamey, Julie Moore (JMo), Terry Moore,
Jim Mulholland, Ron Naveen (RNa), Robert
Needham, Perry Nugent, Clark Olson, Jim
Orgain, Brent Ortego, Richard Parks, James
F. Parnell, T. K. Patterson, Johnnie Payne
(JPa), Lance Peacock, Jeff Petit, Eloise Potter,
Billy Pulliam, James Q. Pullman, T. L. Quay,
Isabelle Ragland, Barbara Roth, Gus Saville,
Jay Shuler, Ramona Snavely, Tim Stamps,
Elizabeth Teulings, Mike Tove, Joel Volp,
Bill and Margaret Wagner, Stan Walens,
Anne Waters, Libba Watson, Claudia Wilds,
Bob Witherington. D.A.S., Duval Audubon
Society; N.C.S.M., North Carolina State
Museum; *, specimen. — HARRY E.
LeGRAND, JR., Department of Zoology,
Clemson University, Clemson, S.C. 29631.

SOUTHERN ATLANTIC COAST
REGION
/Harry E. LeGrand, Jr.

The following is a brief summary of the
major highlights of the summer of 1978 and is
not intended to be a full account of the
breeding season. Only the most noteworthy
records are mentioned below.

GREBES THROUGH HAWKS — Pied-
billed Grebes bred again at Parker Creek
mmpoundment in Chatham Co., N.C.; two
adults and six half-grown young were seen
July 23 (JOP). The second North Carolina
record of the Manx Shearwater, and first
specimen, was an individual found dead at
Cape Hatteras Point in early spring (fide DL).
An Am. Flamingo was observed June 12 at
Ocracoke Inlet, N.C. (JSW, JHB). Most, or
nearly all, flamingo records for this Region
may well be escapees, but it is certainly pos-
sible that coastal birds are legitimate strag-
glers, and birders should continue to report
such individuals. (An inland bird would
almost certainly be an escapee.) The only out-
standing waterfowl report was that of a first
yeard Common Eider that was still present at
the jetty at Cape Lookout, N.C., June 29 (SP).
Completely inexplicable was the ad. White-
tailed Kite seen by Bob Lewis near Green-
wood, S.C., July 4. There are a number of rec-
ords for the state, including two farther n.w.
near Clemson. A @ Am. Kestrel with a fledg-
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ling in downtown Raleigh, N.C., June 29 was
remarkable (CL), and similar breeding may
have occurred in downtown Winston-Salem,
N.C., where a pair was seen regularly in June
and July (ZB). City breeding is all the more
bizarre since almost none are presently
nesting in seemingly optimal rural country
habitat in the Piedmont.

RAILS THROUGH TERNS — Three Vir-
ginia Rails heard at Cedar 1., N.C., June 4,
were probably at the s.e. edge of the breeding
range (JF, LM). Of considerable interest was
the presence of at least one Black Rail near
Raleigh from May 6 to at least July 4 (F,
RIH). Although the species was known to
breed in this area at the turn of the century,
this is apparently the first recent evidence of
nesting there. Both Virginias and Blacks nest
or are presumed to nest sparingly inland, but
much is still to be learned about their distribu-
tion; Virginias seem to be absent from the
Coastal Plain, except for the tidewater area of
e. North Carolina. The Black-necked Stilt
nests at only a very few localized spots near the
coast; thus, a young with adults at North R.
marsh near Beaufort, N.C., July 10 was note-
worthy (JP). A very large colony is located at a
spoil area in South Carolina just n. of Savan-
nah, Ga., where an estimated 75 pairs bred
successfully this summer (LL, BN). The event
of the season was the discovery of the first
Sooty Tern nest on the immediate Atlantic
coast of the United States. A nest with a single
egg was found at Morgan L. near Cape Look-

out, N.C., June 16 (JF, TLQ, RJH); only one
adult was seen, and the nesting apparently
failed. A Least Tern seen at Eufaula NW R,
Ga., June 13, was a very rare inland occur-
rence (BO).

PASSERINES — A rare discovery of a Gray
Kingbird nest, with two young, was made at
Sea I., Ga., June 11 (TM ez al.). This is one of
the rarest of breeding birds in the Region,
nesting sparingly along the coast n. to c. South
Carolina. A Western Kingbird June 11 at Toc-
coa Falls, Ga., was an exceptional find for the
summer season (RCS). Last summer a colony
of Bank Swallows was located along the Roar-
ing R., in Wilkes Co., N.C., but positive
breeding was not detected. However, the
observers (RS, PC) returned on several dates
in 1978 and discovered young at the nest bur-
row entrances, confirming the first nesting
record for the Region. A full account of the
colony, containing approximately 20 nest bur-
rows and 50 adults, can be found in Chat 42
83-84. A d Bobolink was extremely late at the
Altamaha Waterfowl Ref., near Darien, Ga ,
June 11 (TM et al). House Finches were
finally found breeding in Georgia this sum-
mer, with perhaps three nesting reports in the
Atlanta area. Terry Moore saw a pair building
a nest in downtown Atlanta June 27, but the
nest and contents were destroyed by rain in
July. Also, a pair was noted raising young n
Stone Mt., in June (FO), and another observer
had at least two birds coming to his feeder
Atlanta, including a probable juvenile (BR)
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Positive breeding was again found 1n Raleigh
and Winston-Salem, and in the latter city, col-
onies of 12 and six singing males were
reported (fide RS). Adults at feeders in June at
Chapel Hill (CH) and Hickory (G&LH) sug-
gest breeding in these North Carolina towns.
Conclusive breeding has yet to be reported
from South Carolina, but it must be taking
place in some of the upstate cities.

OBSERVERS — J. H. Buckalew, Zach
Bynum, Pat Culbertson, John Fussell, R. J.
Hader, Carol Hamilton, Garvin and Louise
Hughes, Louise Lacoss, Dave Lee, Carl Lei-
brandt, Bob Lewis, Terry Moore, Lynne Mose-
ley, Beany Newhall, Brent Ortego, Mrs. Fred
Osterburg, JoAnne Powell, Skip Prange, 1. O.
Pullman, T. L. Quay, Bob Raymund, Ramona
Snavely, R. C. Stringer, J. S. Weske. — Harry
E. LeGrand, Jr.

New Reporting Region Established

As evidence of our continuing effort to
increase our coverage of Canadian field orni-
thology, we announce the inauguration of a
new Prairie Provinces Region. The new region,
which will encompassthe provinces of Alberta,
Saskatchewan, and Manitoba, will take over
some areas until now assigned to the Northern
Great Plains and Rocky Mountain-Inter-
mountain Regions. Northwest Territories
from which (too) few reports emanate, will
henceforth be joined with Yukon Territory,
giving Editor Helmut Griinberg all the land
and water from the North Pole to James Bay,
and from Aklavik east to Baffin Island. As of

today that vast area boasts one subscriber to
Am. Birds — Tony Bigg of Nanisivik.

The editors of the new region are both
experienced ornithologists who have been reg-
ular contributors to these pages. J. B.
“Bernie” Gollop is research scientist at the
Prairie Migratory Bird Research Centre of the
University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.
Wayne C. Harris, a former Regional Editor,
may be addressed at Box 994, Prince Albert,
Sask. Their first report will be for Spring
Migration (March - May) 1979, to be published
in Am. Birds in September. Send reports to
Dr. Gollop, not later than July 1. Observers in
the Dakotas and eastern Montana will con-
tinue to send reports to Editor Serr.

FLORIDA REGION
/John B. Edscorn

The season’s melange of salient happenings
defies brief summary. Rarities? Yes, indeed;
the number was not exceptional for Florida,
but some of the species certainly were, par-
ticularly an amazingly-displaced, first-ever
owl. One major migration fallout occurred as
frontal rain hit the Gold Coast; Wally George
at Fort Lauderdale and Paul Sykes at Key Bis-
cayne described October 15 as their best day
there in many years. Until then most areas
reported rather normal migration (primarily

One casts about musingly for a way to elicit
noblesse oblige in the matter of contributor’s
reports. Writing up the extra-long and event-
ful fall period is a tedious, shockingly time-
consuming labor of love which disrupts the
entire holiday season. Hoping to avoid
arduous rewrites, we waited into January for
key reports this time (one has still not been
received), thereby missing planned writing
times between leading bird tours and guiding
private parties in and outside of the United
States, etc. Also, while some reports were
properly presented, others were not. One more
time we ask that: CONTRIBUTORS furnish

on-time, Checklist-
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order seasonal sum-
maries (not chronolog-
ical hodgepodges);
OBSERVERS support
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and photos when pos-
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by always submitting
complete details. Unsub-
stantiated rarities may
not be accorded bold-
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deleted altogether;
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ey Largo .

Flamingo rewrites to accom-

L Upper Keys modate late reports.

Hereafter we plan to

Florida Bay begin writing in the

second week of Decem-

bound for tropical America), but thereafter it
became evident that winter residents were
arriving in low numbers. Christmas Bird
Counts later confirmed many all-time lows.
True, persistently warm weather might have
inhibited late-season migration, but that can-
not explain the paucity of some permanent
residents or the bird scarcity which reportedly
encompassed the entire Southeast. Perhaps
the most significant insight of the season is the
conclusion that two nesting seasons have not
recouped the severe winter-kill losses of early
1977 — in fact some continuing declines are
evident.
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ber (and have the hol-
iday season free for family, friends, Christmas
Bird Counts, etc.). If you and those in your
area are to be included in our reports
PLEASE CIRCLE NOV. 30 ON YOUR
CALENDAR NOW.

TUBENOSES, BOOBIES — Again con-
firming their “probably regular” occurrence
in the Gulf, single Cory’s Shearwaters were
offshore of Clearwater Aug. 6 (LH et al.) and
off Hudson Oct. 29 (CB et al.), and a lone
Greater Shearwater was also seen far offshore
of Clearwater Aug. 6 (LH et al.). Enigmatic
was an unidentified storm-petrel that cut

across a salt marsh near Wakulla Beach Oct.
6 (FHS, LW}, its tail did not appear forked. A
rare-for-Florida Leach’s Storm-Petrel was
found dying near Jensen Beach Oct. 19 (Ellie
Van Os; *Manomet Bird Observatory).
Although only singles were seen this season,
Masked Booby sightings of Aug. 6, Sept. 3
(LH et al.) and Sept. 17 (CB, WB) offered fur-
ther evidence of that species’ regularity off
Clearwater in late summer. There were three
later Masked Booby reports from the Gold
Coast. One bird was off Palm Beach Oct. 8
(HPL, PW), an adult was caught there on a
fishing line Nov. 11 (AUK,HPL.WM) “released
unharmed except for a sore tongue!”) and a
sub-adult ashore at Dania Beach Nov. 13 was
taken to the Wild Bird Care Center (fide
WIB). A very tame Brown Booby having a
deformed lower mandible had been present
three weeks when reported Aug. 25,at Taver-
nier (Kevin Sunderland, Sandy Sprunt); it
moved then to Key West where it was seen by
many — even taking fish scraps from the
hand! — early September - Nov. 8 (TW et al.).

WADERS — Noteworthy where seen were:
a “Great White” Heron Sept. 2 & Nov. 3 at
Hickory Mound L., Taylor Co. (NOW et al.;
HMS), a “Wurdemann’s” Heron at the St.
Johns R. mouth Nov. 11 & 25 (RWL) and a
Reddish Egret inland near Belle Glade Aug. 6
(PWS, GH et al.). An ad. and imm. Reddish
Egret in the Ft. Pierce area all summer and
fall (H&WD) might indicate nesting nearby
(as was discovered in Tampa Bay after similar
sightings). In Florida Bay Rich Paul observed
that Reddish Epgret nesting was apparently
delayed, and nesting by Roseate Spoonbills
(underway by early November in recent years)
had not begun by the period’s end. A mem-
orable sight indeed would be the 8-9 Am. Fla-
mingos reported in flight over Naples Oct. 8
(“PM,” fide TB).

WATERFOWL — Rare in the Tallahassee
Division (hereafter Talla. Div.), (and earliest
ever for the Talla. Div. and Florida?) were
three Brant near St. Marks Light Oct. 18
(Mary Gray); two were inland at Southwood
Farm near Tallahassee Nov. 19 (IMS). A
White-fronted Goose on L. Jackson (near
Talla.) Oct. 21 (HMS) was conceivably the one
found near St. Marks Light Nov. 23 JHH) and
thereafter (m.ob.). Although Peggy Powell
witnessed thousands of ducks (mostly Black
Scoters and scaup) streaming S off Little
Talbot I., Dec. 1, the season was one of drastic
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scarcity for many species. Often 1t 1s late
winter (if at all) before a Cinnamon Teal is
found somewhere in the state but a visitor
reported one Nov. 18 at Myakka S.P. (PN).
Earliest for Florida was a Redhead near St.
Marks Light Sept. 26 (FHS, LW), where Nov.
21 Gidden reported 60,000+ (with 6000 scaup,
“mostly Greaters™).

RAPTORS — Wakulla County had a record
count of 12 Swallow-tailed Kites Aug. 2
(George Byrd). Although Sharp-shinned
Hawk numbers seemed lower overall than in
other recent years, there were two outstanding
flights: 202 at Hypoluxo 1., near Lantana Oct.
7 (HPL, BV) and 513 at St. Petersburg’s ‘“‘Bay-
way” Oct. 9 (RH.KT,CB). Five and four
Cooper’s Hawks in those same mass move-
ments indicated the worsening ratio that
Cooper’s continue to suffer. Apparent
“‘reverse migration” typified most Gulf Coast
Accipiter reports; apparently the birds were
turning back brom a water crossing in each
case. As sometimes happens, a few Swainson’s
Hawks were seen around Florida Bay (fide
RTP). There were two reports, sans details, of
the rare Short-tailed Hawk at Myakka S.P. in
November; a likely area where ‘we have never
heard of it before.

A puzzling surprise was the Harris’ Hawk
near Key West Nov. 17 (GY, FTH, MB, TW,
LK), where FTH had an unreported sighting
in October, 1977. One must suspect a falcon-
er’s bird (a prior Florida individual still had a
jess attached), but . . .? A Golden Eagle near
St. Marks Light Nov. 18 (RMC) foretold win-
ter reports downstate. Peregrine Falcon
reports (26) far exceeded those of Metlins (8),
again pointing up the latter’s serious but less-
publicized plight. There was some hope that
the persistent Am. Kestrel decline may have
levelled off.

RAILS, COOTS — Soras return earlier
than many observers suspect. For instance,
one near Belle Glade Aug. 19 (PWS, GH) was
not a divisional record {and the earliest state
date is Aug. 13).

S.A.

“Keeping the faith,” so to speak. a few
people still report so-called “Caribbean”
Coots each fall (some like to hope Florida’s
birds will remain “‘countable™). It is past
time for proof that this is a good species
even in the Caribbean. Do both sexes man-
ifest bulbous, unspotted shields there?
Florida’s birds seem to be simply ad. d
Am. Coots with high, clear shields. They
arrive and depart with northern coots, and
none have nested with local birds (even if
one does, it will not establish Antillean
lineage). Is this not merely a shield varia-
tion that is unusual in North America’s d
coots but happens to predominate in some
West Indian areas — all involving the
same species? Can’t some authority resolve

this question soon?

SHOREBIRDS — Extreme rarities inland
were: a Piping Plover Oct. 1 at Duda Farm
(hereafter, Duda’s) near Belle Glade (WD,
HPL et al.), and a probable Snowy Plover at
Zellwood Sept. 4 (PJF). Common Snipe were
exceptionally early at Zellwood Aug. 12 (L &
BA, ID) and at Duda’s Aug. 13 (PWS, GH et
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al.). Rare where seen were: a Whimbrel on the
lower Keys Oct. 1 (HMS; Big Coppitt Key), a
Red Knot inland at Duda’s Sept. 24 (PWS,
GH er al.) and a Purple Sandpiper at Naples
on the lower Gulf Coast (“JW, PW.,” fide TB).
Two fall rarities (reported without details)
were White-rumped Sandpiper Nov. 17 by the
Sunshine Skyway, Pinellas Co. (Vera &
Richard Hebert) and two Baird’s Sandpipers
at Virginia Key, Miami Sept. 9 (WIB), Duda’s
had fewer Stilt Sandpipers this season, but the
peak of 590 Sept. 3 was still impressive (PWS,
GHetal.).

There was little mention of Buff-breasted
Sandpipers in August at Zellwood (which was
not well reported this season). Elsewhere one
was at Virginia Key Sept. 9 (WG,BN), St.
George I. (hereafter, S.G.1.) had one Sept. 10
(NOW) and six were at Duda’s Sept. 24 (GH,
HPL et al.). Up to three Marbled Godwits per
day were inland at Duda’s Aug. 6 - Sept. 3
(PWS, GH et al.). Shorebird prizes were Ruffs
in record numbers: four at Duda’s Aug. 6 (two
Aug. 13; PWS, GH et al.) and two at McKay
Bay, Tampa Oct. 8 (RMC, CME)! The Talla.
Div. had its best-ever season for Am. Avocet
with many sightings of up to 13 birds per day
(m. ob.), and a local rarity was a Black-necked
Stilt near St. Marks Light Aug. 19 (JHH et
al.). Duda’s peaked with 60 Wilson’s Phala-
ropes Aug. 27 (PWS, GH et al.).

LARIDS — Lyn Atherton advised that 1. R.
Jehl confirmed her photo of Florida's first
California Gull; also, Brooks Atherton should
be credited for the incorrectly captioned
Thayer’s Gull photo in AB:32, 341. Lyn again
turned up Franklin’s Gulls in Pinellas County:
one at Toytown Dump Oct. 24, one at Ft.
DeSoto Pk., Oct. 28 (a different bird) and two
at Toytown Nov. 17+ . Amazingly, there were
two Sabine’s Gulls recorded: one was photo-
graphed at the Dry Tortugas Aug. 8 by Mark
Collie, and one was off Palm Beach Inlet Sept.
23(AUK, GK, HPL)!

ALCIDS — Another autumn prize was the
Razorbill found dying at Ft. Lauderdale
Beach Nov. 2 (fide WIB, *T.T.R.S.).

DOVES., CUCKOOS — White-winged
Doves were once again seen in areas where
released birds might not be expected. Exam-
ples: three at S.G.I., Nov. 4 (NOW, RTE, SI),
one at Alligator Pt., Nov. 14 (HMS) and one
on Sugarloaf Key Nov. 23-30 (LK). Although
Mangrove Cuckoos have very rarely been
reported even farther n. on the East Coast, one
at Virginia Key Sept. 23 was somewhat n. of
its nearest-known nesting area at Homestead
(WG,RT). There were six Black-billed Cuckoo
reports, beginning with an exceptionally early
one at Ft. DeSoto Pk. (FDP) near St. Peters-
burg Aug. 20 (RH, DI1). Others were at Sugar-
loaf Key Sept. 16 (LK), Dunedin Hammock
Oct. 1 (LH, DM), S.G.I., Oct. 7 JMS), Lake-
land Oct. 8 (PJF, BC) and Lignumvitae Key
near Islamorada Oct. 13 (JP). Two Groove-
billed Anis at S.G.I., Oct. 15 (IMS) were
eclipsed by a record flock of 8-9 at Lanark
Nov. 19 (RMC, GEM).

OWLS —
Earliest for Florida was a Short-eared Owl

found dead at Tallahassee Oct. 20
(*T.T.R.S.). There was an amazing report

(without details, hence no boldface type) of a
Saw-whet Owl perched at dusk Sept. 28 on the
mist net of Naples bird-bander Stanley Sted-
man (an Ohioan whom we assume has exper-
ience with this species)! Such a rarity, so early
and so far s., should certainly be fully detailed
(the only Florida record involves a road-kill
possibly fallen from a northerner’s car).

SA.

The find of the season was Florida’s first
Flammulated Owl, a species almost never
reported e. of the Mississippi! It appeared
on a motel wall in Reddington Beach Nov.
4 (Edgar Hodgins), apparently having
strayed in migration across the Gulf. Glen
Woolfenden examined the far western rar-
ity in the hand, found no sign of it having
been in captivity, and on Nov. 6 this dark-
eyed wonder was released in the wild after
being photographed from every angle.

Flammulated Owl. Reddington Beach, Fla.
Nov. 4, 1978. Photo/C. Buhrman.

SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRDS — A Chim-
ney Swift at Delray Beach Aug. 21 (PWS) was
unusual for the Gold Coast, as were 15 at Key
Biscayne Oct. 15 (RHP, PWS), and Loxa-
hatchee Ref. had its first record Oct. 14 (AA,
PWS). At Jacksonville (hereafter, Jax.) Peggy
Powell had a @ Selasphorus hummingbird
Nov. 17-24.

FLYCATCHERS — Apparently Florida’s
latest E. Kingbird, except for a very few winter
records, was the one at Port St. Lucie Nov. 21
(H&WD). For the second year since the Jan-
uary, 1977 freeze, W. Kingbird and Scissor-
tailed Flycatcher numbers were somewhat
low. A Say’s Phoebe again made news, this
time near St. Marks Light where one was dis-
covered Sept. 28 by Robin Carter and Charlie
Eastman; it was seen again late that day by a
number of people, but was never reported
thereafter.

Saddle Creek Pk., near Lakeland had its
second Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, recorded
Sept. 29 (LA), and like the First one it stayed
within three feet of the ground in dense brush;
then it immediately came to taped Yellow-
bellied calls and responded with “the more
buzzy part” itself. One was netted and meas-
ured at Naples Oct. 6 (AFS, SDS) and yet
another was repeatedly seen and heard at Ft.
Lauderdale Oct. 15-17 (WIB). Single Empido-
nax Kills at WCTV tower n. of Tallahassee
were tentatively identified Sept. 26 as
“Traill's” and Sept. 29 as Least flycatchers
(RLC). Two other Leasts were reported at
S.G.L, Oct. 8 (IMS). Also at S.G.L, Sept. 10
was a rarely recorded Olive-sided Flycatcher
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(NOW et al ), and a Vermilion Flycatcher Oct
7 JMS, this spectes has become much rarer m
the Talla. Div., where 5-6 formerly wintered
around a single lake). The only other Vermil-
1on report came from Palm Beach Oct. 7 (ME,
GH).

CREEPERS, WRENS — A Brown Creeper
far s. at FDP Oct. 15 (WH; m. ob., Oct. 16)
was credited by Hopkins as representing the
first Pinellas County record. A better showing
of Winter Wren reports indicated some
mmprovement over last season’s freeze-related
scarcity. Even in n.w. Florida, Bewick’s Wren
1s now very rarely seen; except for a Gaines-
ville report in this decade, the Bewick’s at
O’leno S.P. Nov. 3 (CHC) was the southern-
most in many years known to this writer.

THRUSHES — An Am. Robin in Pinellas
County Aug. 18 (JH) was perhaps one of the
birds that has been summering (nesting?)
about the Tampa Bay area in recent history.
Wood Thrushes were better reported than
usual; S.G.I. had an early migrant Sept. 14
(IMS), unusual for the Gold Coast was one at
Hypoluxo L, Oct. 2 (ME,GH), Lakeland peaked
&t three (PJF, CG) and Pinellas County at six
Oct. 7 (m. ob.). A very late Swainson’s Thrush
fell at WCTV Nov. 9 (RLC). Stevenson again
had a Veery in song at Tallahassee Sept. 20.

VIREOS — Very rare and earliest ever for
Florida was a Bell’s Vireo Sept. 7 at S.G.L
(NOW). Philadelphia Vireos once more
proved to be very regular fall migrants, albeit
quite rare. An extremely early one was
reported Sept. 19 in Pinellas County (WB,
DH, ES). Others were singles at Lakeland
Sept. 30 (PJF), Hypoluxo L, Oct. 2 (HPL),
S G.L, Oct. 7 JMS), Wakulla Springs Oct. 9
(HMS), S.G.I., Oct. 15 OMS; two birds), Ft.
Lauderdale Oct. 15-16 (INB, WIB, WG, Al
and Lakeland Oct. 19 (PJF). Lakeland also
produced another convincingly-detailed
report of Warbling Vireo Oct. 28 (PJF), a rar-
1ty indeed on the peninsula.

WARBLERS — As usual, space limitation
precludes mention of any but the more inter-
esting reports, and we will employ only the
first vernacular name. Swainson’s were found
at Bartow Sept. 4 (WH, L&BA; very early for
N Pen.), Hypoluxo L., Oct. 2-3(GH et al.) and
two at WCTV Oct. 9 (RLC, latest Talla. Div.).
A new early N. Pen., date was set by a Golden-
winged at Hillsboro River S.P., Aug. 11 (LA),
and climaxing Noel Wamer’s banner season
for rarities was a prize Lawrence’s Warbler
Sept. 20 on Little S.G.I. WCTV tower killed
451+ birds of 42 species Nov. 9, including the
latest Yellow Warbler for the Talla. Div.
(RLO).

Rare Nashville reports came from Ft. Laud-
erdale Sept. 22 (WG; tied S. Pen. earliest),
Hypoluxo 1., Sept. 30 (HPL, TT, CP) and Oct.
7 (HPL et al.), Jax., Oct. 3 (PCP) and S.G.I.,
Oct. 7 & 22 {three birds; IMS). Daily peaks of
five Magnolias were reported for: Loxa-
hatchee Ref., Oct. 1 (HPL), e. Hillsboro County
Oct. 5 (HMS) and Lakeland Oct. 7 (PJF). Two
Magnolias in the Nov. 9 WCTV kill may be
the Talla. Div. latest (RLC). As an extreme
tllustration of Cape May’s East Coast bias,
1200 were reported in the Oct. 15 bonanza at
Key Biscayne when ‘“every tree was full of
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birds” (PWS, RHP), while on Oct 31 HMS
saw his Leon County first  ever!

A normal 20 Ceruleans were recorded,
beginning very early at Jax., Aug. 13-14 (PCP)
and ending with a late and rare one for Key
Largo Sept. 29 (HMS) — this bird being far
out of the usual n.w. sector between Jax. and
the c. Gulf Coast. Another Talla. Div. latest
record was of a Blackburnian felled at WCTV
Nov. 9 (RLC). Chestnut-sideds made a good
showing, as did Bay-breasteds. One of the latter

.at WCTV, Sept. 27 was the Talla. Div. earliest

(RLC). At Jonathan Dickinson S.P., Oct. 27
Ranger Lerne Malo described a tail-wagging
Kirtland’s Warbler with Palm Warblers low in
scrub oak thickets (sand pine habitat). He
summoned experienced witnesses, but it was
not found again. Note: deleted last fall was a
Kirtland’s report which cited no tail-wagging
and might have been a similar fall Magnolia,
(if in doubt, check for Magnolia’s undertail
terminal band). ]

Fort Lauderdale had two fall prizes: a Con-
necticut Oct. 16 (BH) and a Mourning Oct. 4
(JB, WIB). Earliest for Florida was a Wilson’s
at Jax., Aug. 6 (JPC), and earliest for the
Talla. Div., was one at S.G.1., Sept. 7 (NOW).
Loxahatchee Ref. had the only other Wilson’s
Oct. 14 (PWS). As in 1976, ten Canadas were
seen: at Bartow Sept. 4 (WH, LA), Ft. Lauder-
dale Sept. 6, 11 (two birds) & 16 (WG, JB;
WIB, BH), Pinellas County Sept. 10 JD) & 27
(WB), Sarasota Sept. 14 (EVM), WCTV Sept.
29 (RLC) and Lakeland Oct. 1-2 (PJF, JBE et
al.).

ICTERIDS, TANAGERS — Typically,
Yellow-headed Blackbirds were widely
reported. Latest .for the Talla. Div. was
S.G.I’s Oct. 16 “Baltimore” Oriole (HMS).
Again a Pinellas County dairy had Brewer’s
Blackbirds (two Oct. 30, earliest N. Pen.; LH,
KT) and Bronzed Cowbirds (one Nov. 11, PJF,
BC; three Nov. 23, LH, JH)! Both species
remained into the winter. Yet another Talla.
Div. latest record, a Scarlet Tanager, fell in
the Nov. 9 WCTV kill (RLC).

FRINGILLIDS — Painted Buntings
remained very scarce. The only Dickcissel
repott came from WCTV Nov. 9 (RLC; first
tower record since 1965). American Gold-
finches were low in most areas. A Lark Spar-
row was photographed Sept. 7 near St. Marks
Light (HMS), and it or another was nearby
Sept. 20 (RMO). A rare Clay-colored Sparrow
was well described at Jax., Nov. 22-26 (VMM).
Stevenson commented that the Talla. Div. had
more White-crowned Sparrow reports than
usual, e.g., WCTV had its first in a decade
Oct. 29 (RLC) — but only normal numbers
were reported farther s. WCTV felled a Lin-
coln’s Sparrow Oct. 13 (RLC), then Oct. 15
both Key Biscayne (PWS, RHP) and St.
Marks Light (NOW) had one each of these
Florida rarities.

CORRIGENDUM — In the last Florida
spring report ( AB: 32,995), Hopkins advised
that: Short-tailed Hawk was not a Pinellas
County first (records in the 1800s) (LH et al.);
Am. Golden Plover on Mullet Key May 4 was
seen by CB, KT et al; Parasitic Jaeger had
been recorded twice before in Pinellas. Also,
Lyn Atherton pointed out that the ad. Frank-
lin’s Gull at Toytown Dump Apr. 20 could not
have been one of the previously wintering

tmm birds (apparently they were decidedly
immature, not sub-adults)

OBSERVERS (area editors in boldface) —
Brooks Atherton, Lyn Atherton, Ann Ayers,
Ted Below, Wes Biggs, Janice Bolte, William
J. Bolte, Marge Brown, Charles Burhrman,
Robin M. Carter, Julie P. Cocke, Caroline H
Coleman, Buck Cooper, Robert L. Crawford,
Helen Dowling, William Dowling, Jack Doz-
ier, Caroline M. Eastman, Marge Eaton, John
B. Edscorn, R. Todd Engstrom, Paul J
Fellers, Dorothy Freeman, Chuck Geanangel,
Wally George, C. S. Gidden, Frances T
Hames, Doug Hatten, John H. Hintermister,
Wayne Hoffman, Brian Hope, Judi Hopkins,
Larry Hopkins, Richard Hopkins, Gloria
Hunter, Arthur Inwood, David Johnson,
Herbert W. Kale, Allan U. King, Gary King,
Lois Kitching, Howard P. Langridge, Robert
L. Loftin, Virge M. Markgraf, William Mat-
thews, Dottie McVickers, Gail E. Menk,
Edith V. Miller, Perry Nugent, Jeanne Parks,
Richard T. Paul, Cynthia Plockelman, Ray H
Plockelman, Peggy C. Powell, Annette F
Stedman, Stanley D. Stedman, Ellen Stere,
Henry M. Stevenson, James M. Stevenson,
Mrs. F. H. Stoutamire, Paul W, Sykes, Tall
Timbers Research Station, Kirk Thompson,
Rob Thorn, Tadziu Trotsky, Barry Vorse,
Noel Wamer, Leslie Warren, Thurlow Weed,
Phil Weinrich, Gus Yaki. m.ob., many observ-
ers;* specimen. JOHN B. EDSCORN, 5620 N.
Galloway Rd., Lakeland, FL 33801.

ONTARIO REGION
/Clive E. Goodwin

Most reporters agreed it was a lacklustre
season. Yet observers at Long Point Bird Ob-
servatory (hereafter, L.P.) enthused about a
“most spectacular fall migration,” with many
banding and estimated total records broken
To some extent these contradictory per-
ceptions may have been the product of fewer
rarities encountered than usual. Yet when all
the observations are compiled, as Alice Kelley
pointed out for the South-west, there were
about the usual number of rarities and
sightings of interest. The key to a very in-
triguing fall seems to lie in interpreting the
conflicting impressions it created.

It was a prolonged season. Temperatures
were below normal for the entire period 1
northern Ontario, and in the south only the
first three weeks in November were milder
than usual. At Toronto November was the six-
teenth month in the past eighteen with below-
average temperatures. Predictably the effect
was continuing early movement, following the
pattern chronicled in the last report. Some ad-
ditional examples were: a Hermit Thrush July
9, a Gray-cheeked July 29 and a Philadelphia
Vireo Aug. 10, all at Prince Edward Pomnt
(hereafter, P.E. Pt.); a Palm Warbler at
Colpoy’s Bay July 13 (LR), and a White-
throated Sparrow in the Pinery Sept. 4 (CGH)
Another result was heavy movement 1n
August: at L.P., seven days up to September 1,
rated as having heavy passage, a further four
to October 1, and two subsequently.

The weather was rather equable, par-
ticularly in October and November. A suc-
cession of bright sunny days must have
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habitat was rather
scarce until later in the
fall. and perhaps these
three factors — late-
ness. poor production
and the lack of hab-
itat, created scarcity.
The September move-
ment of hawks along
L. Ontario seemed to
be missing — or at
least no one reported
it. The hawks were
there, as the Holiday
Beach figures show,
but perhaps the condi-
tions which concen-
trate them along the L.
{ Ontario shoreline were
A not.
[ Some waterfowl num-
- bers were down. Horned
Grebes along L.
Ontario and the Ott-
awa R.. were only
about 10% of the

QUE.

allowed much migration to pass unseen. The
lack of extremes also seemed to encourage
many birds to linger late, ironically creating a
pattern similar to last fall, yet with almost op-
posite weather conditions. Seven species of
warblers were still loitering at Moosonee
during Alan Wormington’s Sept. 25 - Oct. 2
trip there, and at P.E.Pt., five species set late
records. The next paragraph lists species that
were exceptionally late for both the areas in
which they were seen, and the Province as a
whole.

A Com. Gallinule was seen at Bowmanville
Nov. 11 (PE), a Semipalmated Sandpiper at
Peterborough Oct. 28 (DCS), and a Wilson's
Phalarope at Dundas Oct. 22 (AW, RF). The
Toronto area had an Upland Sandpiper Oct. 9
(E & HK), a N. Phalarope Nov. 4 (CEG, JEG)
and a Ruby-throated Hummingbird Oct. 22
(OA). A Whip-poor-will was at Woodstock
Oct. 21 (WMCcC, fide BP), and a Barn Swallow
at Presqu’ile Nov. 16 (RDM). Late flycaichers
included an E. Kingbird at Terra Cotta Sept.
21 (FS) and a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher in Ot-
tawa Oct. 15 (WEG). A Com. Flicker Oct. 30
and a Ruby-crowned Kinglet Nov. 7 (DS, RT)
i Algonquin P.P. were exceptionally late for
the park, but not significant in provincial
terms. Finally there was a host of late warbler
records including a Nashville at Marathon
Oct. 10 (NGE), Magnolia at Pickering Oct. 29
(JAK, FB), Cape May at Pt. Petre Nov. 12
(AW, BF), Black-throated Blue at Whitby
Oct. 28 (CEG et al.), and an Am. Redstart at
Toronto Nov. 25(00).

The final element in the “‘dull” fall was scar-
city. A typical fall migration is a fascinating
and ever-changing mixture of the new and the
familiar, of the abundant and the exceptional.
But this year there were so many species that
seemed to appear in unusually low numbers,
that too often major elements of the mixture
seemed to be missing throughout the period.

To begin with, shorebird numbers were thin.
At the Canadian Wildlife Service banding
operation on James Bay, Guy Morrison com-
mented that the migration of many species ap-
peared to be rather late and that there were
relatively few juveniles. In the south good
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numbers five years
ago, and many diving
duck concentrations; e.g., the scaup off
Presqu'ile (RDM)., were absent or much
reduced.

The wrens and kinglets, thrushes and
sparrows, all the species reported as suffering
from the recent cold winters, continued in low
numbers. No E. Phoebes were reported from
the South-west (fide AHK); L.P. totals of
Ruby-crowned Kinglets were still only half of
the average for 1961-77 although they had
doubled from last year (DTH), and many
other species from sapsuckers to Song
Sparrows were also felt to be unusually scarce
by observers across the Province.

Finally there was no dramatic push of those
species that stage periodic incursions. At
P.E.Pt., only one Black-capped Chickadee
was banded all fall. No major nuthatch flights
were noted, and although there was some
finch and raptor movement it was unspec-
tacular.

So the final picture that seemed to emerge is
characteristically complex. It is of an orderly,
prolonged migration, with much movement in
a month when many birders were relatively
inactive; and of a season when many species
and groups were scarce, some perhaps owing
to weather conditions alone, others a con-
sequence of genuine low numbers, still others
simply because they stayed in the north.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS —
Numbers of Com. Loons were building on L.
Erie by Aug. 1 when there were 19 at L.P. The
largest counts were 98 off Manitoulin I., Oct.
29 (TL) and 225 at Go Home Bay the same day
(CGH) with similar numbers off Ipperwash
(fide AHK). The peak movement at Great
Duck 1. (hereafter, G.D.l.), where John
Nicholsen spent Sept. 10 - Nov. 1, which is
about 10 mi s.w. of Manitoulin 1., was 100+
Oct. 18. Only 10 Red-throateds were reported,
low for recent years. There was a Red-necked
Grebe at L. Temagami Oct. 21 (FH). The fall’s
only Eared was at Burlington Sept. 17 (AW,
RF). A pair of W. Grebes on Lac La Crois
Aug. 28 (SW) was the first in Ontario since
1972. Every fall recently a White Pelican has
shown up along the lower Great Lakes; this

year’s was at Dundas Sept. 15-24 (GCh ez al.).
On the Lake of the Woods, where the species
nests, there were still 14 on Oct. 5 (RR, AW).
A Gannet was photographed off Kettle Pt.,
Oct. 13 (AR). Small numbers of Double-
crested Cormorants were widely reported on
the Great Lakes, with three flocks of 30+ in
early August, and at Rainy R., 480 were coun-
ted moving inland Oct. S(AW, RR).

HERONS, IBISES — Great Blue Herons
continue to record high fall numbers: this year
the Niagara-Buffalo area count of 129 Oct. 8
was their second highest ever (B.0.S.). Repor-
ts of seven Cattle Egrets Oct. 23 - Nov. 16 were
about average for fall. Great Egrets were also
in excellent numbers with 55+ at Holiday
Beach (JPK et al.), but one at Fort Frances
Aug. 22 - Sept. 15 (AWL, m. ob.) was the first
in Ontario w. of L. Superior. The year’s third
Glossy Ibis was at Pickering from Aug. 1(MB,
DC, m. ob.). Flamingos in Ontario are usually
regarded as escapees, and this year we had two
reports which sounded like different birds.
The first was at Presqu’ile P.P., Sept. 23 - Oct.
20 (RDM) and the second w. of Dorion Oct.
20-22 (BDa, m.ob.); the latter bird was cap-
tured and is now in Toronto Zoo, where
attempts are being made to establish its
origin.

GEESE, DUCKS — Few issues seem to
create more controversy and confusion than
the subject of whether or not a bird is an
escapee. At one end of the spectrum of
opinion are those who seem to feel that recor-
ds of even a few birds in captivity should
automatically exclude a species from Provin-
cial records. At the other extreme one en-
counters elaborate arguments to support wild
occurrence for some trans-oceanic waif, in
spite of the species’ presence in pet shops.
Neither position is particularly rational, but
unless one does decide to count everything (or
nothing) then the decision on each particular
observation must be a matter of judgment.
The likelihood of a wild occurrence must be
weighed in each case. A Barnacle Goose Oct.
15+ near Garden Hill must be judged an
escapee: the species is present in waterfowl
collections including some quite marginal
operations, and although it could well be a
wild bird it’s more likely to have come from
one of these.

There were scattered Brant reports, the
most an exceptionally large flock (for fall) of
240 at Presqu’ile Oct. 16 (AW). The Snow
Goose movement usually passes largely unob-
served, but at Windigo L., in the Patrician
District, 19 flocks of 100+ birds each were
seen Oct. 1 (ND), 4000 were counted at
Marathon Oct. 7 (NGE, AW, RR) and there
were several hundred on Manitoulin 1., Nov.
24 (EF), as well as the usual scattered birds in
the s. Ottawa had a White-fronted Goose Nov.
11-14 (BMD, TH). Both Barrow’s Goldeneyes
and Harlequin Ducks provided their
customary scattered sightings. The Ottawa
Barrow’s reappeared Oct. 11 and there was a
second there Nov. 4+ (N & SiG), and others
were seen at Presqu’ile Nov. 16 (RDM) and
Niagara Nov. 3+ (FMR, ECU). The regular
winter Harlequin appeared at Toronto Nov. 26
when two others were also seen (MBu) and in
the Sarnia area four were reported and three
more shot (DR, AR). Sarnia also had an ex-
ceptional six King Eiders Nov. 12 (DR) and
Presqu’ile two Nov. 19 (RDM, DS). At P.E.Pt.
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a bird was dentified as a Com Eider Oct 19
(HQ, RE) The other waterfowl reports were of
high numbers, and even in the absence of
some of the usual concentrations there was an
abundance of these, especially of dabbling
ducks. They are far too numerous to list, but
there were two particularly noteworthy ones. A
huge flock of 1000+ scoters at Ottawa in
November, comprised of 500 White-wingeds,
175 Blacks, 10 Surfs and the rest unidentified
(BMD, JH), was one of the largest flocks ever
there, and all the more remarkable given
rather poor scoter numbers elsewhere. The
other high count was of 92 Ruddy Ducks at
Strathroy Nov. 7(TNH), an exceptional inland
count.

VULTURES, HAWKS — The counts given
i Table 1 for Holiday Beach and Great Duck
coverage are grouped for convenience only,
and the totals for less common species across
the Province are also included. The excellent
coverage at Holiday Beach — the only hawk
count station for which totals are available —
recorded 50,804 birds in all, and gives a good
picture of hawk movement in the Province.
Sharp-shinned and Marsh Hawk totals were
down, the latter seriously so, and Red-taileds
and Red-shouldereds up, but the remarkable
count was of the 37 Golden Eagles seen.

The numbers recorded in the G.D.I. cover-
age were also remarkable when seen in the
context of its location. Movement was in a
vartety of directions, but two main trends
emerged. Sharp-shinneds initially moved in
from the N and left to the SE, headed towards
Tobermorey. Later in the fall these species,
and most of the Buteos, arrived from the N
and left towards NW, a bearing which would
bring the birds over Mississagi Light and be
consistent with the usual directions of hawks
moving over the Light. Buteos predominate
there, but Accipiters were the main constit-
uents of the G.D.I. movement.

Table 1. Hawk Counts in Ontario, Fall 1978

Al BZ C3

Turkey Vulture 2868 32 NA
Goshawk 13 7 10
Sharp-shinned

Hawk 10,601 1426 NA
Cooper’s Hawk 352 27 NA
Red-tailed Hawk 8001 34 NA
Red-shouldered

Hawk 1041 3 NA
Broad-winged

Hawk 23,250 213 NA
Rough-legged

Hawk 268 30 NA
Golden Eagle 37 — 8
Bald Eagle 16+ — 10
Marsh Hawk 383 42 NA
Osprey 74 6 27+
Peregrine Falcon 12 7+ 17
Merlin 17 5+ 25
Am Kestrel 3458 744 NA

'Holiday Beach — 81 days, late August-
November (JPK et al.)

2Great Duck Island — Sept. 19 - Nov. 1. (JN)
3Totals from elsewhere in Province for less
common species (NA = Not available).

Turkey Vultures much outnumber ravens
on the Bruce Pen., but the reverse holds on
Manitoulin 1., in spite of very similar habitat
(fide JWJ). This comparison is particularly
interesting in light of the expansion of both
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spectes mto each other’s ranges A fair
Rough-legged movement started as early as
Sept. 9 at Kmtail (R&NM) and was partic-
ularly heavy Oct. 28 (m.ob.). Some late
information on nesting was encouraging: a
Cooper’s Hawk with two flying young was in
Rondeau P.P., Aug. 14-15 (JL), and the n.w.
continues to have good Bald Eagle nesting
success, with 13 active Quetico nests produc-
ing 17 young (SP). At Luther Marsh two
Osprey nests produced five young (fide BD).
The season’s Gyrfalcon sightings were of a
white-phase bird on Shipsands 1., Sept. 27
(AW, RR) and a grey-phrase bird on Manitou-
lin Nov. 9 (JN).

CRANES THROUGH SHOREBIRDS —
One of very few reported sightings of breeding
Sandhill Cranes was of a family group about
60 mi n. of Pagwa R., Cochrane Dist. in July
(MDK). Two were seen on Manitoulin 1., in
July-August (IW) and three wandered S to
Hawk CIliff Sept. 22 (JES, BBT). Sharp-tailed
Grouse continue to prosper on P.E.Pt.; five
were seen Oct. 1 (K.F.N.). The only Piping
Plover reported was at Presqu’ile Aug. 13-15
(m. ob.). Seven Whimbrel and 12 Red Knot at
Ottawa Aug. 24 (M & SiG) were unusual num-
bers for fall, and 47 Upland Sandpipers at Pt.
Pelee Aug. 9(PDP) was an unusual number at
any time. Nine Willet reports in August were
high, but 10 Purple Sandpipers from an early
Oct. 23 at Port Stanley (RP et al.) were about
normal for recent years. White-rumped Sand-
pipers repeated their abundance of the spring
with a host of reports Oct. 22+, when 40 were
seen at Ottawa (m. ob.), and totally eclipsed by
67 at Presqu’ile Oct. 29 (GC, RDM). One of
two adequately documented Long-billed
Dowitcher reports was of a bird also at
Presqu’ile Sept. 16 (RDM, C & DM), with the
other at Frenchman's Bay Sept. 10 (m. ob.).
Buff-breasted Sandpipers were widespread
but their numbers were the lowest in at least
seven years: 28 birds were reported from nine
localities Aug. 3 - Sept. 23. Hudsonian God-
wits followed a similar pattern, as again they
were reported from nine areas with 22 birds,
plus flocks of 14 and 17. They appeared as
early as Aug. 2 at L.P., and remained to a late
Nov. 15 at Dundas (CW et al.). Marbled God-
wits were in average numbers with at least five
birds seen, and Ruffs at Holiday Beach Oct. 5
(EC) and Dundas Oct. 7-12 (CW et al.) were
the first in fall since 1973. An Am. Avocet at
Rodney Aug. 20-22 (JL et al.) and six Red
Phalarope sightings round out the fall’s
shorebird reports.

GULLS, TERNS — The jaeger reports were
all from the Sarnia area: eight Parasitics plus
another 11 probable, and at least two
Pomarines, all Oct. 7-28 (DR). A well
described Long-tailed, much the rarest of the
three species, was seen there Sept. 12 (AR).
Two Glaucous Gulls at L.P., July 29 (AL),
were exceptional for late summer. Great
Black-backeds are rare on James Bay, so a
bird at Shipsands I., Sept. 27-30 (RR, AW) is
of interest. A Lesser Black-backed reappeared
at Niagara Oct. 22+ (RFA et al.) and there was
another at Dundas Oct. 25 - Nov. 11 (AW, RF
et al). There has been an interesting trend
towards increasing inland occurrences (Ox-
ford County) of small numbers of both
Herring and Ring-billed Gulls in July and
August over the past two decades (fide BP).
The Niagara R., was again host to large num-

bers of gulls of many species 14,000+
Bonaparte’s with small numbers of Franklin’s
and Littles, and at least one each of Black-
legged Kittiwake and Black-headed Gull
(m.ob.). Elsewhere 18 Little Gull sightings
included 10 at L.P., Aug 18 JS,DG), and there
were kittiwakes at Hamilton Aug. 27 (RC),
Pelee Oct. 21 and Sarnia Nov. 25 (DR). Larid
counts from the Lake of the Woods Aug 3-5,
reinforce the breeding season’s comment on
the prairie character of this area. There were
3000 Franklin’s and 200 Bonaparte’s Gulls
seen, and 2000 Black and two Forstet’s Terns
(DHE, TN, AW)! Elsewhere thete were three
Forster’s along L. Ontario and a bird at Ot-
tawa Sept. 21 (BMD, JH).

DOVES THROUGH OWLS — A Band-
tailed Pigeon photographed at Dorion Oct 20
(AM) is only the second substantiated record
for the Province, and a Mourning Dove was
seen at Moose Factory, where it is rare Oct 2
(AW). The Owl Rehabilitation Research
Foundation received the lowest number of
owls: 84, in years. The statistic encourages
pessimistic speculation on the health of owl
populations generally. A Barn Ow! at Tollen-
dale Oct. 30 (CIM et al.) was well n. of 1ts
limited Provincial range. Snowies moved 1n
moderate numbers with birds as early as Oct
21 in the s., and small movements of the rarer
northern owls also seemed to be developing
Hawk Owls were seen at Barrie (W2Z),
Amberst L. (FC, AEH), Little Current (JL) and
Atikokan (SP), all in the period Nov. 5-29,
Algonquin’s first recorded Great Gray Owl
was seen Nov. 18 (R. & J. Scheibe); and a
Boreal Owl was at P.E. Pt., Oct. 24 (MJBE)
Short-eareds at Coldwater Oct. 22 (CIM,
EAW) and Peterborough Sept. 24 (FH) were
rare for those localities. It was a year of light
Saw-whet Owl flight by all accounts, with the
303 banded at P.E. Pt., Sept. 25 - Nov 3,
including relatively few first-year birds. The
Point seems to have replaced Toronto as Can-
ada’s Saw-whet capital, but a high of eight
was banded at Toronto Oct. 11 (ES) and a
total of 58 at L.P.

WOODPECKERS THROUGH SWAL-
LOWS — Small flights of both three-toed
woodpeckers developed: Black-backeds were
seen in the s., Oct. 29+ (m. ob.), and North-
erns Nov. 9+. Two W. Kingbirds were seen
one at Rainy R., Aug. 18 (AW, SP) and
another at Hawk CIiff Nov. 19-20 (MHF, DF
et al.), and paralleling last fall, there were two
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher reports, the first of a
bird photographed on Cockburn 1., Aug 10
(CB) and the second one picked up dead at
Red Rock Oct. 30 (fide DFr). Noteworthy
among many high swallow counts were 50,000
Trees at Wallaceburg Sept. 24 (DR) and 5000
Purple Martins at Fort Erie Sept. 17 (RB)

CROWS THROUGH SHRIKES — Two
Gray Jays at Red Bay Aug. 11 (FB, fide GB)
were s. of their range. The only Black-billed
Magpie reports came from the n.w., where
three were seen at both Atikokan Nov 6
(DHE, TN) and Rainy R., Oct. 4 (AW, RR)
Common Ravens continue to expand with
scattered sightings s. to L. Ontario, where
birds were seen at Presqu’ile Sept. 4 (SD),
Whitby Oct. 7 (MB) and Frenchman’s Bay
Oct. 22 (WWS et al.). Marathon had its first
White-breasted Nuthatch Oct. 29 (NGE) and
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another was at Attkokan Oct. 24 (ME). Mock-
ingbirds were seen n. to Marathon, but the
outstanding mimid was a Sage Thrasher on
G.D.1., Oct. 22 (IN) well described, providing
the third Ontario record. A Varied Thrush
appeared at Hurkett Nov. 20 (HA) and a
Wheatear at Deep R., for the second consec-
utive year, Oct. 15 (fide AW). An exceptional
summer Bohemian Waxwing was described
from Silent Lake P.P., July 27 (FWB). A
moderate flight of N. Shrikes developed Oct.
12+, and there were 14 Loggerhead reports,
including a family at Coldwater Aug. 6 (CIM).

VIREOS, WARBLERS — White-eyed
Vireos were seen at Ottawa Oct. 8-10 (JH) and
G.D.I., Sept. 22, where a Kentucky Warbler
also appeared Sept. 28 (JN). Breeding season
notes were a Blue-winged Warbler at Tillson-
burg June 6-25 (WMcC) and a Yellow-rumped
at Sibbald Pt., July 6 (BP). At L.P., the “‘bud-
worm’ warblers — Cape May, Tennessee,
Bay-breasted and Blackburnian — continued
in exceptional numbers, and were perhaps
even commoner than in 1977 (DTH). A good
count of six Prairie Warblers was seen across
the Province, but Connecticuts were in ex-
ceptional numbers with at least 10 reports in-
cluding an estimated 72 at L.P., Sept. 12 when
seven were banded and 42 killed at the
lighthouse. Yellow-breasted Chats were seen
at Mud L., Oxford Co., July 3 (DB) and
P.E.Pi., Sept. 24 (K.F.N.), and Hoodeds at
Hamilton Aug. 25 (RHW) and Hawk CIiff
Sept. 18 JES et al.).

HOUSE SPARROW, BLACKBIRDS —
The Moosonee House Sparrow population
stood at 16 on Sept. 26 (AW) and a bird at
Wanapitae Sept. 28 - Oct. 1 was a good 10 mi
from the nearest town (FH, CGH). A Yellow-

headed Blackbird was at Strathroy Oct. 9
(WRIJ, NBJ), but the other blackbird reports
were mainly high counts. They included
360,000 Red-wingeds and 50,000 Com.
Grackles at Coldwater Oct. 22 (CIM, EAW),
50 Brewer'’s at Lovering Aug. 18 (M&OED)
and 1000 Brown-headed Cowbirds at
Snelgrove Sept. 18 (IM).

FINCHES, SPARROWS — Two Indigo
Buntings at Marathon, the first appeared Oct.
28 and one remained to the end of the period
(NGE), were far beyond their normal ranges in
the Province. A moderate winter finch flight
occurred, chiefly of Evening Grosbeaks and
Purple Finches. The latter moved mainly in
mid-October and were largely gone by late
November, while the grosbeak movement was
more protracted with the largest numbers
from ca. Oct. 22 to mid-November. Pine
Siskins and Am. Goldfinches were widespread
in scattered flocks which followed no par-
ticular pattern, and there were a few redpoll
reports, especially from Algonquin P.P.,
where they were fairly common by Nov. 30
(fide RT). Neither crossbill species made more
than token appearances. A tardy spring report
was of a Henslow's Spatrow singing at
Obatanga P.P., May 25-30 (RDU), 200 mi
n.w. of its known previous n. limit. Sharp-
tailed Sparrows were reported from Oshawa
Oct. 15 (GS) and three from Dundas Oct. 14
(VE), and a Lark Sparrow was seen at Moose
Factory Oct. 2 (AW, RR). A Le Conte’s
Sparrow was on G.D.I., Oct. 5, which also had
a Clay-colored the same day and a Harris’
Oct. 22 (IN). The latter species was well
represented in a large sparrow movement Oct.
4 at Rainy R.; the species is to be expected
there but nonetheless, the 66 reported (AW,
RR) was an unusual count for Ontario.
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NIAGARA - CHAMPLAIN REGION
/Douglas P. Kibbe

Warm dry weather dominated most of the
fall, permitting migrants to avoid those mass
groundings which observers term ‘good’ bird-
ing. Shorebirding was only fair in most areas
and late lingerers were noticeably scarce. A
dearth of winter finches and the delayed ar-
rival of wintering waterfowl left few birds to
observe. Considerable excitement was
generated however by rarities from all four
compass points.

In a landmark meeting conducted by the
Chairman of the Vermont State Endangered
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Species Commission, Vermont game
biologists, the Chief Naturalist of the Vermont
Department of Forests and Parks. and several
of the state’s most knowledgeable amateur or-
nithologists, a list was cooperatively compiled
of eight “endangered”, eight “‘threatened” 12
“rare”, and five status ‘“‘undetermined”
species. Protective legal backing, still to be
enacted. will only cover the first two categories
leaving “rare” and “‘undetermined” species as
candidates for Further study and, possibly.
future legislative action. Observers
throughout the Region are urged to submit all
data, particularly breeding seasons informa-
tion, to the editor on any of the ‘‘en-

dangered””: Common Loon, Bald Eagle,
Osprey. Peregrine
Falcon, Cooper’s
Hawk, Spruce
Grouse, Common
Tern, and Logger-
head Shrike;

‘‘threatened’’:
Sharp-shinned and

ounav Hits pRESERVE | | Marsh hawks, Up-
- B\ J, land  Sandpiper,
smocHEsTER Sl 2]

Red-headed, Black-
-] backed Three-toed,
and Northern
Three-toed wood-
peckers, Gray Jay,

Il and  Short-billed
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Marsh Wren; *‘rare’: Least Bittern, Yellow
Rail, Barn Owl, Boreal Chickadee, Philadel-

.phia Vireo, Tennessee, Cape May, Cerulean,

Bay-breasted, and Wilson’s warblers, and
Grasshopper and Vesper sparrows; and
“‘undetermined’’ species: Red-shouldered
Hawk, Short-eared, Long-eared and Screech
owls, and Henslow’s Sparrow. It is, perhaps,
important to note that the findings of Ver-
mont’s Breeding Bird Atlas Project were a
major guiding force in the determinations
made regarding species’ status.

[In the report below, locations without state
designations are in New York.]

LOONS THROUGH WATERFOWL — A
heavy, but incompletely tallied. movement of
loons through central New York in mid-
November included 150+ Red-throated near
Rochester (R.B.A). A Red-necked Grebe ap-
peared on Mirror L., in N. Elba Aug. 13
(H.P.A_S.), a record early date. The Tupper
L., Western Grebe lingered through Oct. 2
(H.P.A.S.) and Montezuma N.W.R.’s three
White Pelicans tarried until Sept. 24 (m. ob.).
An intriguing report of two Double-crested
Cormorants flying regularly from L.
Champlain to the woods s. of the hamlet of
Essex was received (H.P.A.S.). Given recent
increases in summer reports, confirmation of
the first Champlain valley breeding record in
recent history seems imminent. Cattle Egrets
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again lingered until mid November near L
Champlain breeding colonies. Single Great
Egrets at Montezuma N.W.R. (WB) and
Greece (MD, JL) and a Snowy at Herrick’s
Cove (LNM, MH) constituted the only
seasonal sightings. Least Bitterns were only
found at Lackawana W.M.A. (fide B.0.S.),
Greece (F&RD) and Colchester, Vt. (WE),
while a single Glossy Ibis apparently spent
most of August in the vicinity of Montezuma
N.W.R. Three imm. and one ad. Wood Storks
discovered Aug. 11 near Portville (J&MF,
m.ob.) had apparently been present for two
weeks. Undaunted by their instant fame the
birds remained in the vicinity through Aug. 24
and one was seen near Geneva Sept. 12 (BH.
PT, HO).

Immature Wood Stork. Portville, N.Y. Aug.
19, 1978. Photo/T. H. Davis.

Peak waterfowl counts at Montezuma
N.W.R. (fide WB) include 46,000 Cznada
Geese, 1100 Wood Ducks, and 1000 Gadwall,
the latter a good reflection of this species
regional success. On L. Ontario near
Rochester tallies included 2600 Brant in one
hour Oct. 23 (AK), two counts of 400 Hooded
Mergansers (R.B.A.), and 10,000 Red-
breasted Mergansers (R&SS). Normal winter-
ing waterfowl were late in arriving,
presumably owing to mild weather, a White-
winged Scoter at Buffalo Aug. 2 (AS) being
the only exception. Four small geese seen and
heard with a Greater Snow Goose flock at
Gale Meadows (WIN) may have been Ross'.
Unfortunately illegal gunning in the area
frightened the birds before a definitive study
could be made. There are several recent
Eastern records for the species but none from
the Region.

HAWKS THROUGH SHOREBIRDS —
About a dozen Bald Eagles, excluding reports
of four hacked into the wild at Montezuma
N.W.R., and one Golden Eagle were sighted.
About 75 Osprey reports were received in-
cluding one lingering at Belmont which was
found mortally wounded at the local “‘Conser-
vation Club” Nov. 13. Appearance of a gray-
phase Gyrfalcon at Greece Sept. 9 (FD, RS)
was followed by that of a light-phase bird at
Hamlin Nov. 24 (RC, fide CP). Other falcon
observations included four Peregrines, one a
road-killed imrmature at N. Hudson, and 12+
Merlins, all but four from the e. half of the
Region. A Sandhill Crane eluded most
observers at Montezuma N.W.R., through Oc-
tober (fide WB) and a King Rail was carefully
studied at Manitou Sept. 4 (RM).
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A Piping Plover at Oneidda L Oct 1215
(MR. FS) is the first regional sighting in
several years of this former breeder. A handful
of Whimbrel reports included Vermont’s
fourth record, a single bird at Addison Aug.
14 (I & BP). Red Knots staged a fair showing
with up to six in the Rochester area in early
September. In Vermont, where considered
very rare, singles Aug. 1 at Reading (JM) and
Sept. 28 on Colchester Pt. (WE). exceeded
state arrival and departure dates. Only two
Purple Sandpipers were found. both on L.
Ontario, but White-rumped and Westerns
were well reported. Baird’s Sandpipers also
put in a good showing with a max. of seven at
Oneida L. (FS). All three Vermont sightings
fell outside expected state migration dates;
with six at Button Bay S.P.. Aug. 1 (C]), and
two at Dead Creek W.M.A., Oct 22 (WIN)
increasing to four Oct. 27 (WS), the latter a
month late. A poor showing of three solitary
Buff-breasted Sandpipers included Vermont’s
third, at Addison Oct. 22 (BP). setting a
regional late date. One Marbled Godwit at
Oneida L. (MR, FS), another at El Dorado
Shores (fide LC), and four or five solitary Hud-
sonians, including two Vermont sightings.
constitute the only godwit records. Single
Ruffs appeared at Tonawanda W.M.A., Aug.
6 (fide B.O.S.) and Onondaga L.. Sept. 23
(MR). A pair of Am. Avocets reportedly at
Dead Creeck W.M.A., Sept. 22 (DM) would
represent Vermont's first record in over a cen-
tury if correct (no details). Three Wilson's
Phalaropes at Hardwick L. (LNM) are only
Vermont’s fourth fall record.

LARIDS THROUGH WOODPECKERS
— Fifteen Parasitic Jaegers at Derby Hill Oct.
7 (FS) was by far the best tally this year. An
ad. Lesser Black-backed Gull at Niagara Falls
Nov. 3-18 was the only rarity in the Buffalo
area aside from the usual numbers of Little
and Franklin’s gulls and a single Black-legged
Kittiwake (fide B.0O.S.). Rochester, N.Y., cap-
tured a share of the larid limelight with a
Black-headed Gull Nov. 16 (NH. RL. fide
R.B.A.) plus two kittiwakes and several Little
and a single Franklin’s gulls. Vermont got a
probable Thayer’s at Burlington Nov. 4 (WJN)
and its first confirmed Little Gull record Oct.
20 when an adult appeared at Shawnee Shores
on L. Champlain only to be joined three weeks
later by an immature (m. ob.). The written
verification accompanying the Thayer’s report
is the most convincing received to date for this
perplexing species. Both Forster’s and Com.
terns appeared in record breaking numbers.
Forty-two Forster’s at Braddock Bay Aug. 25
(NH., fide G.0.S.) and 1700 Commons on the
Niagara R., Oct. 21 (DF, PD) exceeded by
several times the previous regional high. Ten
Forster's were still present Sept. 23 and four
lingered through Oct. 13(R.B.A., G.0.S.).

A “‘wreck” of alcids apparently took place
in October judging from the appearance of
two Dovekies, the first seen at Braddock Bay
Oct. 23 (WL, fide R.B.A.), the second retriev-
ed from beneath a car in Rochester, Vt., Nov.
26 (EA, * V.L.N.S.). A mild influx of Snowy
Owls was noted, mostly in c. New York. Eigh-
teen Chimney Swifts in Rochester, N.Y., Oct.
8 (G.0.S.) were a good reflection of this fall’s
mildness. The only three-toed woodpecker
reports were of a Black-backed at Ferdinand,
Vt. (MFM) and a Northern at Averill Aug. 3
(LNM) a surprising date for a species not

known to have bred in Vermont in recent
history.

CORVIDS THROUGH WARBLERS —
An unconfirmed mid-October report {fide NS)
from a Magic Mt. feeder constituted the only
extralimital Gray Jay sighting this fall. Boreal
Chickadees also stuck close to their breeding
grounds. Tufted Titmice, on the other hand,
seem to have invaded the Northeast in num-
bers and were reported from 12+ Vermont
feeding stations. Carolina Wrens, hard hit by
the past two winters in w. New York, remained
scarce and only a single Short-billed Marsh
Wren was located. A Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
at Northrup Cr., Oct. 22 (F & RD) was rather
tardy. The identity of a light-legged, streak-
backed “‘pipit” in Addison, Vt. (I & BP) will
probably be debated for years. Cautiously
described initially as a Sprague’s, its repeated
fow Fflight pattern and preferred habitat, a
plowed field, seem to indicate otherwise. A
Bohemian Waxwing near the top of Mt. Mans-
field Sept. 22 (PZ) broke all prior regional
arrival dates by more than a month. A bumper
fruit and berry crop probably contributed to
the concentration of Cedar Waxwings in c.
New York. One experienced observer (HK)
conservatively estimated 10,000 birds within a
4-mi radius of [where else?] Cherry Valley.
Northern Shrikes initiated a massive invasion
in late October. Two ad. and three imm.
Loggerhead Shrikes were found near Dead
Creek W.M.A., Vi., Aug. 7 JD, MCD). All
three other reports were in the Rochester,
N.Y., vicinity, the latest Oct. 17.

Warm, mild weather which dominated most
of the fall frustrated observers seeking
grounded passerines. Sketchy data seem to in-
dicate, as expected, a peak in warbler move-
ment the last week of August through the first
two weeks in September. Remarkably few
birds lingered despite mild conditions and
‘“good to abundant” food. The only notewor-
thy late warblers were a @ Black-and-white at
Webster Nov. 25-27 (A & BK), an Ovenbird
banded at Woodstock, Vit., Oct. 19 (V.I.N.S.)
and a Yellow-breasted Chat Oct. 14 at Sher-
burne, Vt. (BF, CR). Among the rare-but-
regular fall warblers were five Orange-
crowneds Aug. 30 - Oct 12, including three
banded; four Connecticuts, Aug. 27 - Oct. 8,
one report included convincing details; and
three more Yellow-breasted Chats, one of
them in N. Pomfret, Vt.

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH SPARROWS
— An estimated 5000 Rusty Blackbirds near
Claredon, Vt. (HP) is one of the best regional
tallies on record and is particularly heartening
in light of concern about the impact of recent
winters on this species. Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks were unusually abundant with 40
at Elmira {fide WB) being the highest count,
and stayed as late as Oct. 29 (VP). Purple
Finches were considered very numerous in w.
New York but vacated e. areas. Pine Gros-
beaks started appearing in Vermont in early
November, apparently an “echo™ of last
year’s invasion. House Finches are now being
termed locally “abundant” in parts of w. New
York although still a novelty in the more
mountainous e. sector of the Region. Common
Redpolls were virtually nonexistent; six in-
dividuals in four locations, and only small
scattered flocks of Pine Siskins were noted. A
pair of Am. Goldfinches fledged four young
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Aug. 8 at Amity L. (VP) setting a new state
early record. Dry conditions which hastened
plant (food and nesting material) maturation
was theorized as a probable causal factor in
the early initiation of nesting. Cones and
crossbills were generally lacking. Rarely noted
in the fall, both Henslow's and Grasshopper
sparrows were found at several w. New York
locations, the latter species remaining until
Oct. 2 at Troop (WH). An “Oregon™ Junco
appeared in E. Amherst (DF) Oct. 17-27. No
major influx of Lapland Longspurs or Snow
Buntings was noted.

CONTRIBUTORS (in boldface) and
CITED OBSERVERS — Alleghany County
Bird Club, R. Anderle, E. Artz, W. Benning,
1. Berry, L. Biegel, E. Brooks, Buffalo Or-
nithological Society, D. Burton, L. L. Burton,
L. Chamberlaine, R. Clark. H. Conteyou, P.
Danials, M. Davids, T. Davis, F. Dobson, R.
Dobson, D. DuVerney, J. Dye, M. C. Dye, W.
Ellison, B. Farrell, ). Forness, M. Forness, D.
Freeland, Genesee Ornithological Audubon
Society, A. Gosnell B. Guyette, N. Henderson,
High Peaks Audubon Society, B. Hilfiker. M.
Holland, W. Howe, C. Johnson, A. Kemnitzer,

B. Kemnitzer, H. Kmgery, R. Ladwig, S.
Laughlin, 1. Listman, W. Listman, J. Mayer, 1.
Meclntyre (JMI), R. McKinney, D. McNair, L.
N. Metcalf, M. F. Metcalf, L. W. Moon, W.
Neily. W. D. Nichols, J. Nicholson, W. I. Nor-
se, Onondaga Audubon Society, C. Perrigo, B.
Peterson, J. Peterson, V. Pitzrick, H. Potter,
C. Rimmer, Rochester Birding Association,
M. Rusk, A. Schaffner, F. Scheider, W. Scott,
N. Simon, R. Spahn, S. Spahn, C. Spies, P.
Trail, Vermont Institute of Natural Science,
P. Zika — DOUGLAS P. KIBBE, Box 422,
Saxtons River, Vermont 05154.

APPALACHIAN REGION
/George A. Hall

It was a mild and pleasant autumn season
throughout the Region. October was cooler
than normal, but the other three months were
warmer than average. Rainfall for the period
was slightly less than normal. and even in the
north there had been no appreciable snowfall
at the end of the period.

The passerine migration was excellent in
most places, but the waterfowl migration was
not good; although very heavy migration of
waterfowl occurred over a very short period of
time in some places. Perhaps the predominat-
ing feature of the fall season was the large
number of reports characterized as “latest
date on record” or “‘ties latest state date.”” For
example, at Pittsburgh, Pa., a total of 26
species was reported as setting new latest
dates (PH). At this location, as well as at
others, there were straggling warblers in the
last week of November. At the other end of the
season there was also a sprinkling of unusually
early migrants.

The southward movement of passerines
started somewhat early and was in full swing
by the end of August. The heaviest movement
came about mid-September, which was a little
early. For example, at the Allegheny Front
Migration Observatory (hereafter, A.F.M.0.),
the peak was September 16-18 when 1500
birds were banded in three mornings.

By the end of the period there was no
evidence that any of the ‘“northern winter
visitors’ were going to come south this year.
except possibly Snowy Owl.

As usual in the fall, many of the quan-
titative data quoted come from the two big
banding operations: Powdermill Nature
Reserve, near Rector, Pa. (hereafter, P.N.R.),
and the A.F.M.O., in the mountains near
Petersburg, W.Va., this year joined by a sta-
tion at Presque Isle State Park, Pa. (hereafter,
P.L.S.P..

LOONS, GREBES  AND PELICANS —
The Com. Loon staged the best flight through
the Region in several years. Peak numbers
were 450 at Pymatuning L., Pa., Nov. 19 (CF,
JL), 435 at Quemahoning Dam, Somerset Co.,
Pa., Nov. 17 (GRS), and 300+ at Cheat L.,
W.Va., Nov. 17 (WW). Numbers elsewhere
were smaller, but were still larger than nor-
mal. This flight was greatly concentrated with
practically all the large numbers reported
Nov. 17. The Red-throated Loon was also
reported in more places than usual with
reports from: Bald Eagle S.P., Pa., Oct. 21
(DP) and Nov. 30 (RW); Watauga L., Tenn.,
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Oct. 26-27 (SG. MD, RK); Mountain Lake P.,
Md.. Nov. 16 (FP), P.1.S.P.. Nov. 19 (11S),
Montour County, Pa., Nov. 23 (SS); Conneaut
L., Pa.. Nov. 26 (RFL&ML): and in n.w.
Virginia in late November (RS)

Horned Grebes were generally uncommon
but a report of 900+ at Pymatuning L., Pa.,
Nov. 26 (M&REL) was noteworthy. A White
Pelican was seen at Cove 1., near Knoxville,
Tenn,, Nov. 11-23 (CN).

Quemahoning Res. (GRS). Out of the main
migratory pathway of the swan were reports
from Rockingham County, Va., Nov. 15-20
(R.C.B.C.) and Wilbur L., Tenn.. Nov. 16
(LH). Most remarkable was the movement of
Whistling Swans over Williamsport. Pa.. Sept.
25(CS).

Brant are seldom reported in our Region
but three were seen at P.N.R.. Oct. 17 (RCL)
and one {possibly two) in Garrett County, Md.,
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(fide GP). A White Ibis was in Transyl-
vania County, N.C., Aug. 3 and two
were observed in Buncombe County,
N.C., Aug. 15 (RR). Another White lbis
was at Daleville, Va.. Sept. 3 (PK. BO).
An ibis (sp. ?) was at L. Arthur, Pa., Aug. 23
(MG).

WATERFOWL — Except for the tremen-
dous migration of Whistling Swans and the
great influx of many species of waterfowl Nov.
15-17, the waterfowl migration was rather
poor, no doubt a consequence of the
*“bluebird” weather of November. A cold front
Nov. 15 brought waves of ducks to several
places where they remained for perhaps two
days. After that little was reported. The most
spectacular report was of 5000+ Whistling
Swans on the Allegheny R.. near Pittsburgh
Nov. 16-17 (PH) which was featured on local
television stations. Elsewhere in w. Pennsylva-
nia aggregations of 1000+ were reported:
5000+ in the Ligonier Valley (RCL), 3000+ at

Nov. 15-18 (FP). Snow Geese were reported
only from P.I.S.P., Oct. 29 (IS & SST).
Pymatuning L., Aug. 11 (RFL, MN), remark-
ably early, and Garrett County, Md.. Nov. 15
& 17 (FP). The Lesser White-fronted Goose of
last winter spent the summer at Pymatuning
L., and returned in the fall to North Pk.,
Allegheny Co.. Pa. (PH). Surf Scoters were at
P.L.S.P., Nov. 4 (DK). Montour County, Pa..
Nov. 23 (SS) and most remarkably six at
Wilbur L., Tenn., Oct. 25-26 and three Oct.
27-28 (RK). Twenty Black Scoters were in
Montour County. Pa., Oct. 29 (SS). one at L.
Arthur, Pa., Oct. 29 (SGa) and five at Deer L.,
Fayette Co., Pa., Nov. 8 (DK).

VULTURES. HAWKS, EAGLES — The
Black Vulture continues to move N. One was
seen from a hawk lookout near Rector, Pa.,
and nine were seen at Dan’s Rock, Md.. Oct.
21 (PSm). Turkey Vultures were more com-
mon than usuval in the upper Ohio Valley
(CC), and in the Susquehanna Valley (MC).
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The Broad-winged Hawk migration was
good at most places, although the two most
manned stations did not report this year. The
peak count reported was 1600 Sept. 10 at
Allegheny Front Mt., W.Va. (GP) and 3000+
in three days at Peters Mt., W.Va. (fide NG).
Other stations reporting were Dan’s Rock,
Md , with 2833 birds for the season (PSm);
Hooversville, Pa., 800 for the season (GRS),
Cumberland Mt., Ky., 700 in three days (AS),
and Forbes S.F., Pa., 323 for the season
(RCL). Apparently, as usual, no hawk coun-
ting was done s. of the Virginia-Tennessee
boundary.

There were only two reports of Goshawks:
Warren County, Pa. (WH), and Big Meadows,
Shenandoah N.P., Nov. 30 (MB). A Mississip-
pt Kite was seen at Chattanooga, Tenn., Sept.
22 (RSt). Rough-legged Hawks were more
common than usual, and were seen rather
early. A Swainson’s Hawk was seen at
P IS.P., Sept. 4 JP) providing the first county
record. There were only five Peregrines
reported: three in Botetourt County, Va., and
one at Roanoke Sept. 23-30 (BK), and one in
Great Smoky Mountains N.P., Sept. 23 (SSm).
Merlins were more common than usual with
the most interesting reports coming from
Knoxville, Tenn., Sept. 30 (SSm), and Austin
Springs, Tenn., Oct. 7 (SG, MD). A total of 29
Bald Eagles was reported from 11 locations,
the most noteworthy being sightings from Car-
ter’'s Dam, Ga., July 18 & Aug. 16 (fide AH).
The two Golden Eagles sighted in Shenan-
doah N.P., Aug. 17 (MB) provide further
evidence that there may still be a small
breeding population in the s. Appalachians.
Other Golden Eagle sightings came from Har-
veys Knob, Botetourt Co., Va., Sept. 16 (BO,
IP) & Nov. 19 (BK, MM), Dan’s Mt., Md.,
Oct 28, Nov. 4, and four Nov. 5 (PS). Away
from the mountain ridges Golden Eagles were
reported from Sinks Grove, W.Va., Oct. 21
(DW), and Clarksville, Pa., Nov. 13+ (RB).

GROUSE AND TURKEYS — In Warren
County, Pa., Ruffed Grouse were reported to
be 1n the best numbers in six years (fide WH)
but in Garrett County, Md., populations were
down (fide FP). At both of these locations
Turkey populations were lower than in the
past, possibly the result of two hard winters.
Bobwhite remained in low numbers every-
where in the n.

CRANES, SHOREBIRDS, GULLS —
Forty-two Sandhill Cranes were seen at Norris
L, Tenn., Sept. 28 (fide CN), and very early
were Nov. 20, 75 seen near Eton, Ga. (HD). A
more unusual report was of the Sandhill
Crane in Blair County, Pa., Nov. 26 (BA).

As usual the shorebird migration was con-
centrated in a very few places, but also
typically there were a number of rarities. Pip-
g Plovers were reported from P.I.S.P., Aug.
16 (JF) and Roanoke, Va., Aug. 17 OJP, NM).
The Am. Golden Plover was more common
than usual with reports from ten areas from
P 1 S.P., in the n. (fide DS) to Knoxville, Tenn.
(CN). Three Whimbrels were at P.1.S.P., Aug.
1 (JG), and a Hudsonian Godwit was there
Oct 22 (DS). A Hudsonian Godwit was also
seen at Pymatuning L., Pa., Oct. 28
(M&RFL). Stilt Sandpipers were reported
from Kingston, Tenn., Sept. 10-17 (SSm),
Saltville, Va., Sept. 23 (DS, TH), Roanoke
Aug. 10 - Sept. 24 (MP, NM), and Montour
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County, Pa, Oct 6 (SS) Buff-breasted Sand-
pipers were reported from PIS P, Aug 20
(JIS & SSt), Kingston, Tenn., Sept. 17 (SSm),
and two were at Roanoke Sept. 17 - Oct. 5
(MP, JA). An Am. Avocet was at P.1.S.P.,
Aug. 13 (JF, JM). Northern Phalaropes were
reported from P.IS.R., Sept. 16 (JJS) and
Kingston, Tenn., Sept. 23 (CN), while
Wilson’s Phalaropes were at P.I.S.P., Aug. 20,
(13S), Roanoke Aug. 10-17 (MP & BK), and at
Clinton, Tenn., Sept. 5 (CN).

A Little Gull was at P.I.S.P., Nov. 19-27
(JIS, JF). Caspian Terns were reported more
frequently than usual.

OWLS, NIGHTHAWKS, HUMMING-
BIRDS — There were four reports of Snowy
Owls, all from w. Pennsylvania: Allegheny
County Nov. 3 (§Si), Washington Nov. 14 (cap-
tured ill, treated and released —PH), Lock
Haven Nov. 14 (found dead trapped inside a
structure Dec. 3 — PS), and P.1.S.P., Nov, 27
(SSt). Two Long-eared Owls were at Raccoon
Creek S.P., Pa., in September (NK).

A heavy migration of Com. Nighthawks was
observed at Pittsburgh Sept. 1 (MC) and a
nighthawk at Washington County, Pa., Nov.
20 (MH) was fantastically late. At P.N.R., only
42 Ruby-throated Hummingbirdswere banded
compared to a 7-year average of 82 (RCL).

FLYCATCHERS, SWALLOWS AND
RAVENS — A W. Kingbird was seen at Oak
Ridge, Tenn., Sept. 30 (JC). Yellow-bellied
Flycatchers were reported more commonly
than usual by “binocular birders” in the fall,
and at P.N.R., a total of 82 (cf. avg. 64), was
banded (RCL). One was at P.N.R., at the very
late date of Oct. 28. In many fall seasons there
are no reports of Olive-sided Flycatchers but
this year a total of 13 reports came in from all
parts of the Region. The several August
reports may indicate that breeding popula-
tions in the s. Appalachians are taking a long
overdue upturn.

At Warren, Pa., 610 Tree Swallows fledged
from the boxes of Operation Bluebird. Since
this project has started, approximately 5400
Tree Swallows have fledged (WH). A Purple
Martin at State College, Pa., Sept. 1, was late
(MW).

The Com. Raven continues to expand its
range in w, Pennsylvania.

CHICKADEES, NUTHATCHES, CREEP-
ERS — A pre-flight young Black-capped
Chickadee was captured and banded at the
Richland Balsam Overlook, Blue Ridge Park-
way, N.C., Aug. 9, providing the first evidence
of breeding of this species in the state (MT). A
Brown-headed Nuthatch was coming to a
feeder in Waynesboro, Va., in late November
(fide RS). The flight of Red-breasted Nut-
hatches along the West Virginia mountains
was below normal (GAH). Only four Brown
Creepers (avg. 10.5) were banded at P.N.R.
(RCL), and elsewhere the flight was poor.

WRENS AND THRUSHES — There were
a few scattered reports of Carolina Wrens in
the n. but the species remains in very low
numbers or missing at most places. The Win-
ter Wren also was in short supply with only
three banded at P.N.R. (RCL) and only five at
A.F.M.O. (GAH).

The flight of Swainson’s Thrushes was nor-
mal or slightly above. At P.N.R., numbers

banded were up 38% (RCL) while at
AFMO, 494 (avg 427) were banded On the
other hand, both Hermit and Gray-cheeked
thrushes were in reduced numbers. A very late
Gray-cheeked was banded at P.N.R., Nov 4
(RCL). Several reporters commented that E
Bluebirds were more common than usual
Operation Bluebird at Warren, Pa., fledged
475 bluebirds, perhaps 40% below earlier
years.

KINGLETS, WAXWINGS AND SHRIKES
— Both kinglet species remained in low
numbers. At P.N.R., only eight Golden-
crowneds (avg. 35) and 139 Ruby-crowneds
(avg. 234) were banded (RCL). Cedar Wax-
wings were abundant in most of Pennsylvania,
w. Maryland, and n. West Virginia. A N
Shrike was seen and photographed in Mon-
tour County, Pa., Nov. 25-26 (SS).

VIREOS AND WARBLERS —
Philadelphia Vireos staged a very good flight,
and were more commonly seen by bird wat-
chers than is usual; e.g., 11 seen at Fox
Chapel, Pa., Sept. 13 (SR), and 20 other
sightings reported in the Pittsburgh area (PH)
At P.N.R., 53 (avg. 18) were banded (RCL)
and at A.F.M.O., 30 (avg. 23) were banded
(GAH). The White-eyed Vireo continues to do
well in the n. At P.N.R., 16 were banded
(RCL). Both Red-eyed and Solitary vireos were
in good numbers.

The warbler migration was generally good
It started in mid-August and peaked in mid-
September, but as mentioned earlier, there
were many stragglers even into November
There were no pronounced cold fronts but
nevertheless the warblers came in classic
waves. Especially common this year, as in
recent years were the ‘‘spruce budworm
specialists” such as the Cape May (1031 band-
ed at A.F.M.0.) and the Bay-breasted (450
banded at A.F.M.0.) indicating again the pro-
portions of the outbreak of this insect in the
boreal forest of Canada. The Tennessee
Warbler was also common, with 1258 (avg
991) banded at A.F.M.O. (GAH). At PN R,
ten species were banded in above-average
numbers, nine in below-average and seven 1n
average numbers (RCL); while at A F.M O,
ten species were banded in above-average
numbers and only three in below-average.

The uncommon Orange-crowned Warbler
was reported from seven banding stations
across the area. Some of the unusually late
dates reported from the Pittsburgh area were
Black-and-white Oct. 17, Tennessee Nov 4,
Yellow Oct. 8, Black-throated Blue and
Canada Nov. 18.

ICTERIDS AND TANAGERS — A
Yellow-headed Blackbird was seen at
Roanoke Sept. 2-4 JGu, NM). An imm. Sum-
mer Tanager was banded Sept. 12 at
Clarksville, Pa., the first indication of possible
nesting there (RB). At P.N.R., the 86 Scarlet
Tanagers banded was 62% above average
(RCL).

FRINGILLIDS — At P.N.R., the number
of Rose-breasted Grosbeaks banded was 14%
above normal while at A.F.M.O., the number
was 40% above average. A Rose-breasted
Grosbeak at Pittsburgh Oct. 21, was late.

There was no sign by the end of the pertod
that Evening Grosbeaks were going to stage a
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major flight. In the last week of October and
first week of November small numbers were
reported throughout the Region, even as far s.
as Dalton, Ga., Nov. 4 (AH), but no concentra-
tions had built up. A very few Pine Siskins
had been reported by Nov. 30, and no Pine
Grosbeaks or redpolls. The only reports of
Red Crossbills came from the s. mountains
which support small breeding populations,
Great Smoky Mountains N.P., Nov. 20 (LF),
Watauga County, N.C., September and Oc-
tober (TH), Roan Mt., Tenn., Sept. 18 (RK)
and Shenandoah Mt., Rockingham Co., Va.
throughout the period (R.C.B.C.).

House Finches remained common and have
now penetrated the entire width of the Region.
American Goldfinches were abundant most
places.

There were two records of the rare Sharp-
tailed Sparrow, from the extremes of the
Region: Austin Springs, Tenn. (SG, MD} and
P.1.S.P., Nov. 8 (DS).

Tree Sparrows were unusually scarce in n.
West Virginia (GAH) and were not common
anywhere. Lincoln’s Sparrows were also below
normal, with only 37 (33% below normal}
banded at P.N.R.. only five banded at

A.F.M.O., and none at Morgantown (GAH).
Dark-eyed Juncos were common, but seemed
to be in slightly less-than-normal numbers,
while there was a report of “Oregon” Juncos
from Blacksburg, Va.. Nov. 28 {fide IMu). On
the other hand, White-throated Sparrows had
a very good migration. A few Snow Buntings
appeared in the n. part of the Region in late
October and early November and were seen as
far s. as Dan’s Rock, Md.. Oct. 24 (KH).
Finally there is a most intriguing report of five
Lapland Longspurs at Ulster, Pa.. Aug. 14 &
16. The date is fantastically early, but the
observer has sent a careful description which
matches in all details.

CONTRIBUTORS — Betty Abbott, Jim
Ayers, William Bartolo, Ralph Bell, Michael
Britten, Brad Cabe, Jim Campbell, Morton
Claster (MC), Mary Clench (MCI), Turner
Clinard, Charles Conrad, Harriett DiGioia.
Martha Dillenbeck, Glen Eller, Lloyd Falk,
Chris Fichtel, Jim Flynn, Steve Gaulin (SGa),
Margaret Geibel, John Ginaven (JG). Norris
Gluck, Sally Goodin (SG), Tom Greene, lim
Gum (JGu), Tom Haggerty. Anne Hamilton,
Charles Handley, LeRoy Herndon, John Hen-

ninger, Paul Hess, Margaret Higbee, William
Highhouse, Kendrick Hodgdon, Nick Kerlin,
Perry Kendig. Barry Kinzie. Rick Knight,
Dave Krueger, Mary Leberman, Robert C.
Leberman (RCL), Ronald F. Leberman (RFL).
Jay Loughlin, Jerry McWilliams (JM), Nor-
wood Middleton, Myriam Moore, John
Murray (IMu), Charles Nicholson, Bill
Opengari, John Pancake (1Pa), David Pear-
son, John Peplinski (JP). Glen Phillips,
Margery Plymire, Frances Pope, Mike Purdy
(MP). Norma Purdy, Scott Robinson,
Rockingham County Bird Club (R.C.B.C.),
Robert Ruiz, Glenn & Ruth Sager (GRS). E.
E. Scott (ES), Charles Schwarz, Paul Schwalbe
(PS). Ellis Shimp, David Shuford (DSh),
Robert Simpson (RSi), Sam Sinderson {SSi),
Paul Smith (PSm), Donald Snyder, Ruth
Snyder (RS), Stanley Stahl (SS), Anne Stamm,
Randy Stringer (RSt). James & Jean Stull
(11S), Sam Stull (SSt), Stephen Stedman
(SSm), Mike Tove, Forrest Watkins, David
White, Cora Williams, Erika Wilson, Rick
Wiltraut, Merrill Wood, William Wylie. —
GEORGE A. HALL, Depart. of Wildlife
Biology (Mail address, Depart. of Chemistry),
W. Va. Univ., Morgantown, W. Va. 26506.

WESTERN GREAT LAKES
REGION
/Daryl D. Tessen

A considerable portion of the autumn was
characterized by warm, pleasant tem-
peratures. However, from late August until
almost mid-September exceptionally hot,
humid weather developed. During September
7-11 the hottest readings of the year occurred
in many parts of the Region. For example,
much of Wisconsin recorded temperatures in
the mid- to upper 90s F. Frost was delayed
until late September or mid-October depend-
ing upon the location. There was a brief
period of excessive rains in Wisconsin and
Minnesota during mid-August. For example
Minocqua, Wisconsin recorded 11 inches dur-
ing the week. Another strong storm front
moved through both states during mid-
September accompanied by excessive rainfall.
For example in Wisconsin, Eau Claire had 8
inches and Juneau 9 inches, while in Min-
nesota local flooding occurred in the south-
eastern part of the state. While temperatures
were somewhat cooler than normal during
part of October, the latter third of the month
saw the advent of Indian Summer. Pleasant,
remarkably mild temperatures (even into the
mid-70s) prevailed into November, continuing
until Nov. 10-12. Then in Minnesota summer
changed abruptly to winter, while in Michigan
and Wisconsin the severity was diminished.
Heavy snows hit Minnesota on the 17th and
again on the .22nd-23rd. Substantial snows
also were covering much of Wisconsin and
Michigan by late November. Accompanying
this was unseasonably cold weather, reaching
the exireme in northern Minnesota of -20°F.

Despite the scarcity of fronts that usually
produce the exciting finds, an amazing array
of birds was seen this season. While Min-
nesota had its customary share of exceptional
birds, its birders lamented their lack of
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*“cooperation” as most did not linger. How-
ever in Michigan, and especially Wisconsin
there was an unusually high number of unique
sightings. Many of these birds proved excep-
tionally cooperative causing many birders to
race frantically around each state in their
quest. For example, when the discovery of the
Sabine’s Gull was placed on Wisconsin’s hot
line, it became truly hot. The following day the

Arctic Loon appeared in Duluth twice: Sept.
11 & 25 (MC, ph., KE) and in Ozaukee. Wis.,
where three were studied at leisure Nov. 1
(DT). Red-throated Loons were found in Wis-
consin in Douglas with one Oct. 9 (CF), and
Manitowoc with one Nov. 1 and two Nov. 4
(DT) and in Minnesota two were at Duluth
Oct. 21 (DRu, BP). Red-necked Grebes
remained on their breeding grounds until

gathering along the [
flooded field in Dodge |
County reminded some
of the infamous gath-
erings in the eastern
United States. Perhaps

MUD I.AK.E
NAT.
WILDLIFE IEF.CQ

the greatest frustration N. MINN.
however was the poor DAKY rercus
timing of Wisconson’s | = | ®raus (3
Fork-tailed Flycatcher i sy
which arrived just MADISGN ~~E4P'o[“’l
before the advent of c 'see
the deer hunting sea- S. MANKATO
son, when no sensible DAK.| . ALBERT
birder ventures into

WORTHINGTON

the woods. Justifiably
Wisconsin’s  birders
were excited about this
season, since about
300 species were

’\\ IOWA -

recorded in their state alone. The ensuing
review for all three states should be a birder’s
delight, unless of course you missed too many
of the memorable finds.

[Locations below, where counties only, are in
italics — Ed.].

LOONS THROUGH IBISES — Substan-
tial numbers of Com. Loons were unusually
hard to locate this autumn. The two notable
exceptions were at St. Joseph, Berrien Co.,
Mich., where 150 and 125 were counted Oct.
29 & Nov. 12 (WB, RSm) and on the Missis-
sippi R., at LaCrosse, Wis. The latter location
is an unexpected site for the 300 counted Nov.
11, decreasing to 125 by Nov. 13 (FL). The rare

Sept. 24 in St. Croix. Wis. (CF) and Oct. 1 in
Winnebago. Wis. (TZ). In the latter site a
max. of 23 birds was found. Migrant Red-
neckeds were observed in Michigan with one
Oct. 14, in Muskegon (GW) and five Oct. 20
and one Oct. 21 at Whitefish Pt., Chippewa
Co., Mich. (AR). The Eared Grebes that sum-
mered on Rush L., Winnebago Co., Wis.,
remained until mid-August (TDB, MD)
Single W. Grebes were recorded in Wisconsin
in Fond du Lac Sept. 2(DG, DH) and Ashland
Nov. 3 (SR). The White Pelican peaked at
Helmer Myre S.P., Minn., with 1000+ Sept.
17, with an exceptionally late bird there Nov.
29 (DGr). One was in Duluth Nov. 1-2 (m.ob.).
Three were on the Wisconsin R., Adams Co.,
Wis., Aug. 10-12 (CK, BG); a sick individual
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was captured m LaCrosse 1n September,
treated and transported s for release (fide
FL), a single bird was photographed i Door
Oct 24 (R & CL) with possibly the same
mdwidual appearing in Sheboygan Oct. 27,
both in Wisconsin (DB). Double-crested Cor-
morants appeared in three Michigan locations
from mid-September - mid-October; Ingham
and Berrien, and the Detroit area. Wisconsin
had reports from 15 counties with an excep-
tionally late Nov. 26 sighting in Ozaukee (DT).
Minnesota also reported late sightings, the
latest being Nov. 18 in Houston (FL). Little
Blue Herons were found in all three states this
autumn. Michigan had a single immature
until mid-September in Monroe (m. ob.); Min-
nesota had several lingering at their nesting
site on Big Stone N.W.R., until early Septem-
ber (m. ob.); Wisconsin’s sightings included
one at Horicon N.-W.R., Aug. 20 (DT) with one
Aug 7 (EC, BO) and ten Sept. 17-24 (SK) in
Brown. More Cattle Egrets were seen during
this autumn in Wisconsin than ever before.
Sightings were made in six counties including
40-45 at Horicon N.W.R., into September
(m ob.) and a similar number into September
m Brown (m.ob.). Late were two until Nov. 13
tn Waukesha (LS). In Minnesota this species
Iingered at Big Stone N.W.R., until early Sep-
tember. Michigan had two in Delta in the
Upper Peninsula Oct. 4-6 (CT). Unusually late
was a Great Egret at Duluth Nov. 14 (KE) and
LaCrosse, Wis., Nov. 21 (FL). Fifteen Snowy
Egrets were at Big Stone N.W.R., into Sep-
tember, with two lingering until Oct. 5 (C &
MB) In Wisconsin one was found at Horicon
N W R., Aug. 6 (RH) with a max. of five until
early September at Green Bay (m.ob.). The
rare Louisiana Heron that had been located
infrequently during the summer at Green Bay
was found Aug. 7 & 11 (BC, TE, DT). Mid-to-
late November Black-crowned Night Herons
were found in s.e. Michigan, Milwaukee, Wis.,
and Houston, Minn. Yellow-crowned Night
Herons were reported in all three states with
one 1n Muskegon Aug. 5 (GW) and Monroe,
Mich., Aug. 30 (AR, TH); in two Wisconsin
counties: Columbia Aug. 20 (RH) and
Milwaukee Oct. 6 (TDB); and in Minnesota at
Orwell W.M.A,, Aug. 8 (GO) and Big Stone
NW.R., Aug. 2 - Sept. 9 (C&MB, R]. A
Glossy Ibis with a broken leg was found Sept.
9 1 Monroe (JH et al.). A Plegadis ibis was
flushed in Horicon N.W.R., by Drieslein et al..
Nov 12, representing a record late departure
date for Wisconsin.

WATERFOWL — Mute Swans were
reported from Mackinac, Sheboygan and
Emmet Cos., Mich., and Ashland and Bay-
field Cos., Wis., this autumn. Several hundred
Whistling Swans were found in Muskegon,
Mich., and Brown, Sheboygan, and St. Croix,
Wis , all during November with an impressive
8000+ in Wabasha, Minn., Nov. 18. Vic Jan-
son watched a Brant arriving in the rain at the
Monroe River Plant, Monroe, Mich., Sept. 14.
It remained through Oct. 6 and was sub-
sequently photographed and seen by m. ob.
The Greater White-fronted Goose was present
i Brown Sept. 13-16 (EC, BC) and at Horicon
N W.R., Oct. 14 (RH). Unusually early were
Snow Geese in Otter Tuil, Minn., Aug. 7 (GO),
with 25,000 at the Lac Qui Parle W.M.A.,
Minn., Nov. 5 (OE). At the Tamarac NNW.R.,
Minn., peaks of 17,300 Ring-necked Ducks
and 12,900 Lesser Scaup were noted during
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mid-October (TA) Inland Oldsquaws were
found during late October 1n Ingham, Mich ,
and November in Dane, Wis., and Mille Lacs
L., and Wabasha, Minn. Two Harlequin
Ducks were seen by many observers Nov. 5-25
at Muskegon S.P., Mich. A King Eider was
found on L. Erie in Monroe, Mich., Nov. 5
(TW). The scoter migration was considerably
poorer than the past several autumns.
Actually it reflected a movement more typical
of this group. There were no substantial num-
bers for any of the three species this year but
all three were found in the three states includ-
ing a few inland.

HAWKS — The only substantial Broad-
winged Hawk flight in Wisconsin occurred in
Dane when 1000 = 100 were counted Sept.
16-17 (ST). Minnesota had three exceptionally
late sightings of this species including Nov. 4
in Fillmore (G & BE) and Nov. 5 in Lac Qui
Parle (C & MB). Swainson's Hawks were
tallied in 12 Minnesota counties including
only the second Duluth record Sept. 19 (KE).
One was observed in Ozaukee, Wis., Oct. 14
(DT). A Ferruginous Hawk was watched in St.
Croix, Wis., Sept. 24 (CF). Golden Eagles were
found in five Wisconsin counties this autumn,
an unusually high number. An imm. Gyrfal-
con was banded at Hawk Ridge, Duluth Nov.
19 (DE). Again this year Minnesota recorded
the Prairie Falcon with sightings Oct. 1 at
Rothsay W.M.A., (R]) and Oct. 21 at Orwell
W.M.A. (SM). Always of interest are the sight-
ings of Peregrine Falcons within the Region.
This autumn Michigan reported two birds,
Minnesota had 10+, while Wisconsin had
30=+.

Hawk Ridge at Duluth had an outstanding
hawk migration this year. Record for the total
number of birds in the season was 74,658 and
a daily record of 33,370 was set Sept. 15. The
species summary includes:

Turkey Vulture 487
Goshawk 166
Sharp-shinned Hawk 14,293
Cooper’s Hawk 71
Red-tailed Hawk 3957
Red-shouldered Hawk 1
Broad-winged Hawk 53,027
Swainson’s Hawk 1
Rough-legged Hawk 636
Golden Eagle 13
Bald Eagle 79
Marsh Hawk 614
Osprey 203
Gyrfalcon 1
Peregrine Falcon 8
Merlin 32
Am. Kestrel 758
unidentified 221

GROUSE THROUGH RAILS — The
secretive Spruce Grouse was observed Oct. 20
& 28 in Chippewa., Mich. (AR et al.), Sept. 4
in Burnett (RH) and two Nov. 2 in Oneida
(PV), Wis.; Nov. 1 in Cook (KE, RJ) and fre-
quently in St. Louis, Minn. (THa). There were
500-600 Sandhill Cranes at their staging
grounds in Chippewa, Mich. (CT) during
mid-September, while 2000 were on the Nor-
man, Minn., staging grounds (JB) in early
October. The only King Rail reports this
autumn came from Wisconsin with one in
Milwaukee, Aug. 7-30 (ES) and another in
Columbia, Aug. 19 (RH). The elusive Yellow
Rail was found in all three states, including an

Aug 30 sighting n Dane, Wis (RH), Sept 14
m Muskegon Mich (HC) and Sept 21 1n
Attkin, Minn. (TS).

SHOREBIRDS — Single Piping Plovers
were found in Muskegon. Mich., Aug. 23
(DM), Duluth Sept. 11 (fide KE), and m
Dodge, Wis., Sept. 24 - Oct. 2 (DT, RK, RH et
al.). In extreme s. Wisconsin in Walworth 400
Am. Golden Plovers were found in a field
Sept. 30 (DT). A Whimbrel stopped in Mil-
waukee Sept. 13-23 (EE, DH, RS, MD, DG)
Two birds were found in Minnesota with one
Aug. 28 at Duluth (KE) and another Sept 24
(JG). Many Minnesota observers saw the Wil-
let in Wilkin Aug. 19. Several Willets (3-6)
were located in Michigan’s Monroe Aug. 11 -
Sept. 2 (m.ob.). In Wisconsin this species was
noted in Milwaukee Aug. 9 (DG, DH) and m
Sheboygan, Sept. S (DB). Peaks for Lesser
Yellowlegs included 400+ at Horicon NN\W R ,
Wis., Aug. 4 (DT) and 500+ at Erie Marsh,
Mich., in mid-September (AC). Red Knots
were found more frequently than usual this
fall, highlighted by the 30+ total in Monroe,
Mich., from late August until early October
(m.ob.). Other sightings included additional
Michigan birds in Berrien Aug. 31 & Sept. 10
(RSm), plus three reports from Duluth Sept
6-16 (m.ob.), and six Wisconsin sightings from
four counties Aug. 6 - Sept. 28 (DG, RH, CS,
LE). The rare Purple Sandpiper was found n
Michigan’s Muskegon, one Oct. 28 (BB, EP)
and two in Monroe, Nov. 12 (AR). Four hun-
dred Pectoral Sandpipers were found in Dane,
Wis., Aug. 16 (RK). A Nov. 22 sighting of one
individual in Agassiz N.-W.R., represents the
latest record in n. Minnesota for this spectes
Unusual were sightings of three White-
rumped Sandpipers in both Michigan and
Wisconsin. In the latter this included an
exceptionally late date of Nov. 5 in Dodge
(DT). Also late was a Dunlin in Houston,
Minn., Nov. 18 (FL) and in Milwaukee Nov. 25
(DG). Of special interest was a tagged Semu-
palmated Sandpiper in Madison, Wis., Aug
20 (RK). Upon checking, the bird had been
banded near Dawson, N. Dak., Aug. 5, 560+
mi distant. The number of W. Sandpiper
sightings in Michigan and Wisconsin was
unprecedented this year. In the former state
one was at St. Joseph, Berrien, Sept. 9 (RSm)
but truly unique was the gathering at the Erie
and Monroe Marshes, Monroe, mid-August -
mid-October where numbers ranged from a
few to 30+ birds (m.ob.). Sightings occurred in
six Wisconsin counties early August to mid-
October, predominately of solitary birds
(m.ob.).

The Buff-breasted Sandpiper was encoun-
tered with a greater frequency than usual
Michigan had sightings in two (1-2 birds),
Wisconsin five (1-13 birds) and Minnesota
three counties. In the latter state 32 birds
alone were watched in Anoka, Aug. 3 (KL)
Marbled Godwits were present in Monroe,
Mich., Aug. 15 - Sept. 2 (m. ob.) and in Min-
nesota’s Yellow Medicine and Agassiz
N.W.R., Sept. 9. At least 10-15 Hudsonian
Godwits were present intermittently md-
September - Nov. 7 in Monroe (m. ob.). One
was found in Duluth Sept. 13 (KE) while Wis-
consin had solitary sightings in Milwaukee
Sept. 19 (MD); Dodge Oct. 1-2 (CG, RH) and
Manitowoc Oct. 16 (CS). An Am. Avocet was
in Outagamie, Wis., Aug. 16 (DT). Minnesota
had two reports; Aug. 10 in Wilkin (GO) and
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Aug. 26 1n Big Stone (m. ob.). Michigan had
one in Berrien Sept. 10 (WB). The rare Red
Phalarope appeared in three Michigan local-
ities, including Monroe Oct. 4-6 (AR et al.),
two in Berrien Oct. 9-11 (RSm, WB) and in
Orttawa Oct. 28 (BB). Wisconsin had only
about its tenth sighting when one appeared in
Milwaukee Nov. 24 (RG). About 15 N. Phala-
ropes were recorded in four Wisconsin coun-
ties during September and October while
Michigan had 6-8 birds in three counties
August - early October.

GULLS — Jaegers appeared along Lakes
Superior and Michigan during the first half of
the period. Three were watched flying along
Wisconsin Pt., Superior, Wis., Sept. 4, with
one an ad. Parasitic and the other two uniden-
tified immatures (RH). A dead ad. Parasitic
Jaeger was discovered in the Milwaukee har-
bor Sept. 16 (TDB). At Duluth a dark-phase
ad. Pomarine was watched just prior to a
strong storm front arrival Sept. 11 (MC). This
was then followed by several sightings of
unidentified jaegers Sept. 12 - Oct. 27; the 1at-
ter date representing a record departure date
(DRa et al.). Again this fall there was an excel-
lent array of gulls found in all three states.
Tne Glaucous Gull that appeared in Manito-
woc, Wis., during July and remained until
Sept. 22 (CS et al.). Curiously this species
could not be located along the Minnesota
shore of L. Superior, unprecedented, but
rather was found ““inland” in Anoka Nov. 19
(KL) and Dakota Nov. 25-26 (m. ob.). Inter-
esting was the build-up of Great Black-backed
Gulls in Michigan’s Monroe. While several
birds appeared late September - early Octo-
ber, by late November the number had
increased to 40+ birds (AR et al). At the
Escanaba airport, Mich., Herring and Ring-
billed gulls became involved in a controversy.
The airport is situated between the dump and
the bay, hence the gulls use the airport as a
roosting spot. Hundreds of gulls frequently
were found at the airport, during the first half
of the period, making it difficult for airplanes
to arrive and depart. Reportedly a North Cen-
tral Airline flight in August killed 22 gulls,
magnifying the problem. The F.A.A. and
D.N.R. are currently urging the city to cover
the refuse more often or move the dump.

Immature Thayer’s Gulls were found in n.e.
Minnesota on Eagle L., Oct. 20 - Nov. 6, with
a max. of three (KE et al.), and on Black Dog
L., Nov. 26 (R]). The rare California Gull was
found again this year with the sighting of a
second winter plumaged bird Aug. 30 - Sept. 1
in Macomb, Mich. (AR, VI, HI, TH). An
equally rare Black-headed Gull in winter
plumage was discovered in the Milwaukee
harbor Oct. 14 by Gustafson and Tessen. It
remained for a month giving an opportunity
for many birders to see and photograph it,
providing Wisconsin with its first documented
sighting. It was last seen Nov. 18. Another
winter-plumaged individual was watched at
the Erie Power Plant in Monroe, Mich., Nov.
6, by Ryff and Rocheleau. Minnesota had only
its fourth state record, three of them since
May, of the Laughing Gull, with an immature
near Duluth Aug. 5 & 26 (JD, KE). This
species continued to be seen along the Wis-
consin shore of L. Michigan as witnessed by
solitary sightings in Manitowoc, where one
had summered, Aug. 6 (RH), in Ozaukee Aug.
12(RS) and in Milwaukee Aug. 11 & 25 (BPa,
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DT). Franklin’s Gulls were found i Berrien,
Mich., Aug. 7 (MM), Sept. 9, 25 and Oct. 1
(BB, B & EP, GW, VI) and in Monroe Nov. 12
(AR). In Minnesota it was present at Duluth
Sept. 12-14 (KE) and in Douglas on a late date
of Nov. 21 (NI). Wisconsin had birds sighted
during August in Manitowoc (DG, CS, RH),
Dodge (RK), Sheboygan (RK), Ozaukee (RS,
NC) and in Milwaukee where at least ten birds
were present in August and September, grad-
ually decreasing until they were last seen Nov.
4 (m. ob.). Little Gulls were only reported from
Wisconsin with the summering birds remain-
ing in Manitowoc until early August (RH), one
was in Ozaukee Aug. 12 (RS) and Sheboygan
Aug. 27 and a max. of six in Milwaukee with
the last Nov. 11 {(m. ob.). An imm. Black-
legged Kittiwake watched near Duluth Sept.
12 (MC) represented only Minnesota’s third
state record. Both Minnesota and Wisconsin
were justifiably excited about their third state
record of the Sabine’s Gull. However the adult
seen by Kohlbry at Duluth Sept. 12 did not
linger whereas the immature discovered by
Randy Hoffman on a flooded field in Dodge.
Wis., Oct. 6 obliged by remaining one week
until it was observed departing Oct. 12 (m.ob.,
ph.).

TERNS THROUGH KINGFISHERS —
Numbers of terns noted included 500 Forster’s
in Monroe. Mich., Sept. 30, and 90 Caspians
in Milwaukee Aug. 25. Late was a Forster’s in
Monroe Nov. 24 (AR). A full breeding-
plumaged ad. Least Tern at Sham L., Lyon
Co., Minn., found by Egeland provided the
state its fourth record in the past nine years.
Maley found six Barn Owls in Monroe from
which eight young fledged. In Wisconsin two
were seen Nov. 11 along the Mississippi R.,
near the Buffalo-Trempealeau county line
(KR). Snowy Owls appeared early and over
most of the Region during the period. Excep-
tionally early was a Sept. 17 sighting in Itasca,
Minn. (fide IB). Some birds banded by D.
Evans were underweight, suggesting a low
rodent population in n. Canada. Late Novem-
ber - early December indications were for a
big movement into the Region this winter.
Hawks Owls were briefly seen near Duluth
Nov. 18 (MH) and in Aitkin, Nov. 23 (JBe).

S.A.

Great Gray Owls made news in Wiscon-
sin, especialty with the discovery of a fam-
ily in s. Douglas Aug. 18-19 by the Follens
and Luepkes. At least three fledged young
were seen being fed by their parents on two
consecutive evenings. The nest was dis-
covered nearby and represents Wisconsin’s
first nesting record. One was also dis-
covered in Taylor by Streugberg and R.
Knapp Nov. 10 where it remained until
Nov. 16 (SR). Four birds were found along
the North Shore in Lake. Minn., during
late November (m.ob.) but none remained
into December.

A Boreal Owl was photographed in Brown,
Wis., Oct. 28 (TE) with one banded at Duluth
Nov. 8 (DE). At Hawk Ridge, Duluth, 376
Saw-whet Owls were banded this year includ-
ing a remarkable 87 during the night of Oct.
6-7 (DBE). “Thousands” of Com. Nighthawks
were watched migrating Aug. 22 at Afton,
Minn. (D&MB). Remarkable was the appear-

ance of an @ Rufous Hummngbird at a feeder
near Bemidji, Minn., in late August. It
remained until Oct. 22 when it flew into the
house, was captured, but unfortunately died
Oct. 25 (m. ob.). This represented only the sec-
ond state record.

Boreal Owl. Brown County, Wisc. Oct. 28,
1978. Photo/T. C. Erdman.

WOODPECKERS THROUGH STAR-
LINGS — Red-bellied Woodpeckers con-
tinued to extend their range into the n. por-
tion of the Region with a sighting in Vilas,
Wis., and Otter Tail, Minn., and Duluth. A
total of seven Black-backed Three-toed
Woodpeckers was seen in Hubbard, St. Louis
and Cook, Minn., during the period. In
Wisconsin single birds were found in Oreida
Aug. 25 (DG) and Douglas Sept. 4 (RH).

If one species stands out from the impres-
sive list of rarities found in the Region this
autumn it has to be the Fork-tailed Flycatcher
discovered by Frank Freese in s.c. Wisconsin.

A

Fork-tailed Flycatcher. Columbia County,
Wisc. Nov. 16, 1978. Photo/F. Freese

The bird was found perched in low shrubs on
his property in Columbia Nov. 13. It was
subsequently relocated Nov. 15-16 and photo-
graphed. This provided Wisconsin with its
first record of this species. Unfortunately the
arrival of wintry weather and the beginning of
the deer hunting season prevented further
sightings of the bird. Very late was an Empi-
donax flycatcher Nov. 4 in Dane, Wis. (ST).
Tree Swallow concentrations included 10,000
at Carlos Avery W.M.A., Minn., Aug. 12 (KL)
and 4000 in Columbia Sept., 25 (RH). A tardy
Rough-winged Swallow was in LaCrosse, Wis.,
Oct. 15 (FL). Black-billed Magpies were
located as usual this fall in n.w. Minnesota
with seven reports, and there were two e. state
sightings: a family of six near Duluth until
late September and one in Anoka, Nov. 11
(KL). The Tufted Titmouse continues to be
scarce in Minnesota with only three reporting
counties (Olmstead, Fillmore and Houston).
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A Mockingbird was found m Appleton,
Wis, sitting on an air conditioner Aug 10
(MB). In Michigan this species was seen In
Detroit in September and in Ann Arbor Nov.
7 There were three late November sightings of
Varied Thrushes in Minnesota from St. Louis,
Ramsey and Hennepin. Unusually late was a
Swainson’s Thrush in Fairmont, Minn., Nov.
8 (EB). A record arrival date for the Town-
send’s Solitaire in Wisconsin was established
this year when one was watched at a feeder in
Superior Oct. 9 (CF). This species was at Gar-
rison, Crow Wing Co., Minn., Oct. 7 (ESt) and
Duluth Oct. 16 (MC). Exceptionally late was a
Water Pipit found in s.e. Michigan Nov. 30
Macomb (AR). The rare Sprague’s Pipit was
found at the Rothsay W.M.A., Minn., Oct. 1
(TS) A very few Bohemian Waxwings
appeared in the Region. First, and unusual
owing to its s. Minnesota location, was an Oct.
20 sighting at Windom (fide LF). This was
followed by one in East Lansing, Mich., Nov.
15 (CFa) and in Wisconsin two in Columbia
Nov 11 (RH) and one in Milwaukee Nov. 26
(CS) An unusually early N. Shrike was in
Duluth Sept. 17 (MC). In Wisconsin this spe-
cies was unusually common by the end of
November. The lone Loggerhead Shrike sight-
ing came from Wisconsin with one Aug. 22 in
Ozaukee (J1).

VIREOS THROUGH WARBLERS —
Bell’s Vireos were still found in their nesting
territory during August in Columbia and
Grant, Wis. (RH, KK) and until early Septem-
ber 1n Berrien, Mich. A late Yellow-throated
Vireo was in Madison, Wis., Oct. 7 (ST). Also
late was a Solitary Vireo in Crow Wing,
Minn., Oct. 21 (TS). An Orange-crowned
Warbler in Dane, Wis., Aug. 23 (RK) was
early. In the same county good concentrations
of Yellow-rumpeds (Myrtle}) and Palms were
found as witnessed by 450 Oct. 3 and 250
Sept 21, respectively (RH). The most interest-
ing sighting within this group was a leisurely
study of a Yellow-throated Warbler in
Ozaukee, Wis., Sept. 9, by Sundell. There
were a number of late departure dates for
members within this group. For Wisconsin it
was a record late Nov. 10 for a Blue-winged
Warbler in Dane (PA). Michigan had two
remarkably late sightings on Nov. 25 with an
Orange-crowned (EKn) in the s.e. corner of
the state and a Yellow (JF, JGr) in Monroe.
For Minnesota late sightings included Yellow-
rumped in Duluth Nov. 22 (KE) and Otter
Tail Nov. 24 (NJ); Black-throated Green in
Crow Wing Oct. 7 (JB); Connecticut in Henne-
pwn Sept. 30 (O); Mourning in Anoka Oct. 14
(KL), Com. Yellowthroat in Houston Nov. 25
(m ob.); and an Am. Redstart at Duluth Oct.
28 (KE).

BLACKBIRDS THROUGH BUNTINGS
— An Orchard Oriole was still in Sauk, Wis.,
Aug 4 (RH). AN, Oriole commenced coming
to a feeder in Winona, Minn., Nov. 11 (GG).
Unusually early was a Rusty Blackbird Sept.
10 1n Dane, Wis. (ST). A Summer Tanager
was briefly observed Oct. 14 in Ozaukee, Wis.
(DT)

After last year’s feast of winter finches this
autumn’s movement, or lack thereof,
indicated a famine year. Only the Evening
Grosbeak and Purple Finch seemed present in
average or slightly above numbers by late
November. In contrast there were very few
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Pine Grosbeak sightings Redpolls were
unusually scarce with but a few Minnesota
and one lone Wisconsin sighting. Pine Siskins
were only slightly more abundant. There were
only three sightings each of Red Crossbill in
Wisconsin and Minnesota and one in Mich-
igan while the only White-winged Crossbill
report came from n. Wisconsin in early
November (SR). The latter situation is in stark
contrast to last year’s record invasion
throughout the Region. Surprising was the
discovery of two Lark Buntings in a weedy
field in Wisconsin’s Columbia Sept. 29 (RH).
A peak of 20 Le Conte’s Sparrows was noted
at Rothsay W.M.A., Minn., Sept. 30 (R], GO)
with one located along the Wisconsin R., in
Dane Sept. 30 (RH). The elusive Sharp-tailed
Sparrow was found twice in Wisconsin, two
Sept. 23 in Dane (RH) and one Oct. 1 in
Milwaukee (TDB, RK), once in Minnesota,
Oct. 1in Lyor (PE) and also once in Michigan,
Oct. 21, in Chippewa (AR, TH, LP). Both
Michigan and Wisconsin had three sightings
of the Harris’ Sparrow where it is less common
than in Minnesota. An unusually early Fox
Sparrow appeared at Duluth Sept. 6 (MC).
Exciting was the leisurely study of the rare, for
Wisconsin, Smith’s Longspur in a plowed field
in Columbia Sept. 29 (RH). In Minnesota a
peak of 61 birds was noted at Rothsay
W.M.A., Oct. 21 (GO, D & GW). Substantial
flocks of hundreds of Snow Buntings
appeared quite regularly during November in
Michigan, and especially Wisconsin.

ADDENDA — A Ross’ Goose was carefully
studied in Columbia, Wis., during late March,
1978, by Randy Hoffman. Two Cassin’s King-
birds were leisurely studied at Wisconsin Pt.,
Superior, by Tessen May 29, 1978, with one
subsequently relocated May 30 in the early
morning. Documentation for both sightings
has been examined and accepted by the Wis-
consin Records Committee. The former fur-
nished the third state record while the latter
represents only the second state record, In
Minnesota an ad. California Gull was care-
fully studied on July 27, 1978, by N. Hiemenz
in Big Stone.
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MIDDLEWESTERN PRAIRIE
REGION
/Vernon M. Kleen

The 1978 Fall Migration was not out-
standing for the majority of species normally
passing through the Region; however, it was
exceptional for oirders who desire extralimital
occurrences. It was not a finch year, theie
were no detectable migration waves, species
only filtered through — generally in good
numbers, and shorebirds were often lacking
(in numbers and variety). The ducks were slow
to arrive, but many species, were in above-
normal numbers. Many observers were con-
cerned with the low numbers of herons.

As observable from the report, the majority
of information for the season — in fact, ncaly
80% — consists of observations of non-
passerine species. It may be apparent that
more time should be spent collecting data tor
passerines.

The only television tower kill reports came
from Olney, Illinots where 622 birds ot 36
species were found (80% warblers) September
22, and 54 birds of 19 species, October 13
(LHa).

The weather for the period was generally
warm; rain fall was about normal. The lack of
early cold fronts assisted the establishment of
many late-departure records as well as
retarded the arrival of many species.

The total amount of information submitted
for this report surpasses that of any previous
report; therefore, I personally acknowledge
the increased participation by field observers
and encourage the continued trend. As usual,
all extraordinary sight records must be
thoroughly documented at the time of obser-
vation. For the fall migration, a total of 178
documentation forms was received: Illinois —
64, Ohio — 40, Indiana — 35, Missouri — 15,
Towa — 13, and Kentucky — 11. In addition,
21 photographs were received. All doc-
umented records are denoted by a dagger (1)
and specimens by an asterisk (¥). Records
which were not satisfactorily documented, but
which may be credible, appear in the UN-
CORROBORATED RECORDS section.

LOONS THROUGH CORMORANTS —
Common Loons were numerous this fall; max
encounters included 6350 at Cleveland Nov 23
(M); 500 at Louisville Nov. 17 (BM); 75-150+
at four inland lakes and more than ten at eight
over-inland locations during the peak of
migration. Three Red-throated Loons were
observed at Cleveland Nov. 23 (fJHo); only
one was noted there Nov. 14 (M); singles were
also reported from Columbus, O., Nov. 12 (J)
and Wilmette, Ill., Nov. 10 (JL). Five Red-
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reported during Aug-
ust; one lingerer stayed
at Cincinnati until
Sept. 24 (PP), 14 at
Kentucky Lakes, Ky.,
until Oct. 1 (JEr), and
one at E.St.L.) until
Oct. 15 (H et al.). Cat-
tle Egrets were widely
reported with most as
singles or in groups of
five or less; larger con-
centrations included 51
at O.W.R., Sept. 24
{I); 100 at E.St.L., Oct.
9 (PS); 27 at Calhoun,

necked Grebes appeared at Evanston, 1Il.,
Oct. 20 (RBi et al.); two were noted at Little
Cedar Pt., O., Sept. 9 (tJHo, M et al.), Huron,
Erie Co., O., Nov. 5 (1J) and Springfield. Mo.,
Oct. 3 (1CBo). Horned Grebes were found in
only small numbers along the Mississippi R..
and throughout Jowa, in normal numbers
around L. Michigan, but in remarkable num-
bers around Cleveland with 693 Nov. 26 (M);
there were at least 40 in Cedar County, Mo.,
Nov. 11 (R et al.) and 50+ around Louisville
Nov. 17 (BM et al.). Individual Eared Grebes
were found at eight locations, four in Illinois,
three in Towa, and one in Indiana (all in the n.
half of the Region). Single W. Grebes were
observed at Rock Cut S.P., IIl,, July 2 ({DJ,
m.ob.); Springfield, Ill. (hereafter, Spfld.),
QOct. 25-26 (H); Greenfield, Ia., Nov. 15-16
(GB et al); and Cass County, la., Nov. 23
(LPd). Flocks of 50+ Pied-billed Grebes were
noted at only four locations, one each in Ken-
tucky, Indiana, Ohio and Illinois. White Pel-
icans were widely encountered; the greatest
numbers occurred along the w. edge of the
Region with groups ranging up to 500; 235
were noted at Red Rock Ref,, Ia., in mid-
September (GB); singles or pairs were found
at five Ilinois locations July 30 - Nov. 4, and
two n. Ohio locations Oct. 23 & Nov. 18. A
Gannet was observed twice; in L. Erie: Nov. 12
(t{RHn, tWN) at Cleveland and Nov. 19 (1] e/
al.) at Huron. There were excellent numbers of
Double-crested Cormorants reported; Cleve-
land observers encountered four times as
many as expected Sept. 13 - Oct. 16; there
were three c. Ohio encounters (max. 6 birds);
two Kentucky reports (max. 5 birds); only
small numbers in Indiana; many Towa loca-
tions including 240 in Rush L., w. Iowa, and
25+ at four additional locations; 6-30 at six
Missouri locations; and 100+ at Mark Twain
N.W.R., Ill. (hereafter, M.T.R.) plus 14 dur-
ing the period in the Chicago area and reports
ranging 1-10 at four other Ilinois locations.

HERONS THROUGH IBISES — Great
Blue Heron numbers need to be watched more
closely; many observers felt the species was
scarce; numbers such as 547 at the Ottawa
N.W.R., O. (hereafter, 0.W.R.) Sept. 21 (JF),
250 max., at Red Rock Ref., Ia. (GB) and 170
max. at L. Chautauqua, Ill. (hereafter, L.
Chau.), Sept. 10 (RP) were significant. Only
small numbers of Little Biue Herons were
noted except for the E. St. Louis, 11l. (here-
after, E.St.L.) area where up to 200 were
observed daily as late as September; the’
majority of birds (mostly singles) were
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Mo., Sept. 3 (JR); 13 at
L. Chau., Nov. 24
(RP); and 12 in St. Charles County, Mo., Oct.
23(PS, BR); a total of 36 was reported from all
of lTowa; other locations included: Magee
Marsh, O., Nov. 19 (J); eight at Altom, Tll.,
Nov. 4 (PS); two at Clinton, Ill., Nov. 4 (RP);
seven in s, Franklin County, O., Nov. 14 (I};
one in Hamilton County, o., Nov. 4 (VW, DS},
and several late October records. The Reddish
Egret at Louisville Sept. 1 was certainly inter-
esting (1BP, tm.ob.). Great Egret numbers
should also be recorded; again, many observ-
ers found these birds to be scarce — only four
individuals for all of Indiana; two noted con-
centrations included: 466 at O.W.R., Sept. 21
(JF) and 420 at L. Chau.,, Aug. 17 (RP);
another 50 were noted at E.St.L., and M.T.R.
(combined), Oct. 23 (A). Ten Snowy Egrets
spent all of September at E.St.L., and three
remained there through Oct. 11 (m. ob.); two
were still at L. Chau., Sept. 10 (RP) and one
was at Batavia, Ill., until Oct. 14 (fide B);
another was observed at Swan L., Mo., Aug.
27 & Sept. 4 (JR). Black-crowned Night Her-
ons were apparently either present in large
numbers or absent; the large numbers included:
100+ at E.St.L., throughout September (fide
A) and 102 at Louisville Aug. 19 {m.ob.); three
were still present in n.w. Iowa into November
(RCu, JV). The Oct. 7 (L) and Oct. 6 (1DPk)
presence of Least Bitterns at Squaw Creek
N.W.R., Mo. (hereafter, S.C.R.) and McNeely
L.. Ky., respectively, were considered note-
worthy.

Wood Storks apparently like Kentucky,
with one in Nelson County Sept. 9 (tRBn). A
single Glossy Ibis (species ?) was observed at
Colo., Ta., Sept. 29 - Oct. 1 (tHZ ef al.). Two
White Ibises appeared at L. Carlyle, Ill., and
remained several weeks during August (RP er
al.); another was observed at E.St.L., Sept. 8
(1BRetal.)

WATERFOWL — Mute Swans were reported
from all states except Kentucky; most were
represented by only one bird; however, six
were noted at L. Chau., Sept. 4 & Oct. 15
(RBi) and four at L. Waveland, Ind., Nov. 21-
24 (AB, TKI). Whistling Swans were reported
as expected; the heavy movement crossed n.
Ohio during late November and early Decem-
ber; there were only minor extralimital occur-
rences. Single Brants were documented at
M.T.R., Oct. 31 - Nov. 1 ({BR, m.ob.), Cleve-
land Nov. 16-23 (tM, NK), and Waukegan
Nov. 18 - Dec. 3 (BK, tm.ob.). On Oct. 21, 77
White-fronted Geese were at L. Chau. (RBj);
three were found at Jasper-Pulaski, Ind., Oct.
29 (TK1). Fair numbers of Am. Wigeon were
noted by observers, but the 1500 at M. T.R.,

Oct. 7 was exceptional. The 500 Wood Ducks
at Harrods Cr., Ky., Oct. 28 (FK) and 200 at
Akron, O., Sept. 2 (CT) were noteworthy. The
4000+ Redheads at Browning L., Mo., Nov. 6
(L) were also noteworthy. There were some
excellent reports of Ring-necked Ducks,
especially in the e. and s. Canvasbacks were
also well represented — including the 4500
present Oct. 20 - Nov. 20 in the Mississippi R.,
in n.e. Jowa (JS); the primary observations
were across the n. portion of the Region —
except the 400+ in St. Charles County, Mo.,
Oct. 1 (A). The first Tufted Duck for Indiana
was documented at Port of Indiana Nov. 29
(KB, tm.ob.). Good numbers of Bufflehead
were reported Regionwide. Five Harlequin
Ducks were reported; one each at: Michigan
City, Ind., Nov. 6-18 (tEH et al.); Port of Indi-
ana Nov. 22-25; Wilmette Nov. 7 (tDI, m.ob.);
Evanston Nov. 21 - early December (RBi,
m.ob.); and Cleveland Nov. 17-29 (M, m.ob.).
The Com. Eider at Cleveland Oct. 9 (f1Ho, M
et al.) provided an excellent record. A King
Eider at the same location was quite phenom-
enal with records of both species in the same
year, Nov. 15-21 ({JHo, M, m.ob.). White-
winged Scoters were apparently scarce this
fall with eight at St. Charles County, Mo., Oct.
14 noteworthy (TBk, m.ob.). Surf Scoters were
observed in all states; inland locations were
presented by singles, twos or threes Oct. 14 -
Nov. 18; the max. recorded along L. Michigan
was only 30. Black Scoters, too, were widely
reported — eight areas representing five
states; again, inland records were of single
birds Oct. 20 - Nov. 24; up to 35 individuals
were noted at Winnetka, [1l., Oct. 23-24 (1 DJ).
A few large concentrations of Ruddy Ducks
were encountered — S000 at Little Cedar Pt.,
0., Nov. 5 (ET); 1800 at Browning L., Mo.,
Nov. 6 (L); 600 at Spfld., Nov. 21 (H); and 350
at S.C.R., Nov. I8 (R); although significant
locally, lesser numbers were also reported. It
was an excellent year for migrating Hooded
Mergansers; three areas, reported flocks rang-
ing 200 - 300 birds, Brookeville, Ind.; Little
Cedar Pt., O.; and Clinton, Ill.; several other
areas found groups of 20 - 50 individuals.

S.A.

The 250,000 Red-breasted Mergansers
at Cleveland Nov. 19 was spectacular;
“while large numbers regularly migrate
across w. L. Erie during the fall, they are
not normally visible from shore. However,
on Nov. 19, immense flocks were present
on w. L. Erie from Lucas to Erie counties.
Approximately 30,000 birds/hour passed
the Huron Pier all afternoon with
100,000+ birds visibleat onetime late in the
afternoon. We feel that an estimate of
250,000 birds for the w. L. Erie basin not
to be unreasonable for that date.” (J, JHo).

One arrived at E.StL., July 13 and

remained until Aug. 23 (A).

DIURNAL RAPTORS — There were no
outstanding hawk migrations reported;
however, the two best days were Sept. 20 and
Oct. 6. The two primary hawk stations in the
Region, both within a few miles of each other
in n.e. [llinois were operated 12 and 20 days
respectively. Some of the latest Turkey
Vultures observed included 30 at Louisville
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Nov. 5 (S, m. ob.), six at Connersville, Ind..
Nov. 4 (HW); one at Hueston Woods S.P., O.,
Nov. 23 (DO); and E.St.L.. through Oct. 21
(A). Only three Goshawks were reported — all
in the north. Sharp-shinned Hawks were
widely encountered Regionwide; as many as
10-15 were observed at inland areas some
days. Cooper’'s Hawks were also well-
represented compared to past years; there
were 12 birds observed in Towa: nine in Ohio
by one obsetver alone during the period (1); six
in Kentucky; five in Indiana, and seven in Illi-
nois. Eleven Red-shouldered Hawks were
reported Aug. 13 (S) at Louisville and Nov. 29
(H) at Spfld. The largest flight of Broad-
winged Hawks reported passed over Daven-
port, la., Sept. 17 (P); the species was missed
entirely at the two hawk stations along L.
Michigan. A Swainson’s Hawk was present for
nearly two weeks around Savanna, TIl., (BSh);
three were observed at Waucoma, la.. Aug. 22
(JS); singles were noted in Linn and Fremont
counties, Ia., Oct. 2 (WNe) and Sept. 30 (IG).
respectively. Rough-legged Hawk made a
modest appearance, generally arriving in
mid-November; some by late October (or
mid-October in Towa); however, the Sept. 24
presence of one at Zion, Ill., was exceptional
(IN). Nine Golden Eagles were reported from
ne. Towa during November (IS, {DKo);
singles were observed at Evanston, 1ll., Oct. 19
(fRBi); Pigeon River Fish & Game Area, Ind..
Nov. 24-26 (tHaw ef al.); Maryville. Mo., Nov.
21 (DE); S.C.R., Nov. 18 (R) and Carlisle, la.
{shot) — no date — (GB). Bald Eagles were
well represented in Illinois and Towa; singles
were also reported from Oxbow, O., Oct. 29
(VW); St. Mary’s, O., Nov. 18 (1TPe); and
Jasper-Pulaski, Ind., Oct. 14 - Nov. 12
(tm.ob.). Marsh Hawks were scarce in most
areas; however, 29 were found in n.e. lowa
during the period. Ospreys may be making a
comeback — or more observers are reporting
them: Ohio — 24, Indiana — 9; Kentucky —
9: INlinois — 82; Towa — 32; Missouri — 23.
Peregrine Falcons, too, are more often
reported — only lacking from Iowa and Ken-
tucky; 23 accepted records (8 adults, 9 imma-
tures and 6 undetermined age) were reported
from the L. Michigan area, Sept. 16 - Oct. 16
{fide B); in all, 37 were properly documented.
Merlins were also more observable — 26
reported — many documented; reports were
lacking only from Indiana.

BOBWHITES, CRANES AND RAILS —
The Bobwhite is becoming extremely scarce;
only Iowa observers reported isolated in-
stances where the species may be doing well.
Sandhill Cranes moved through n.e. Illinois
during Oct, 5-6, but were not reported
elsewhere until from Louisville Nov. 1 then
from s. Indiana Nov. 18 the largest group
(other than Jasper-Pulaski records) was of 130
in Barren County, Ky., Nov. 19 (RS). Young
King Rails were still present at E.St.L., in
August and September. A Yellow Rail was
identified at St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 26 ({PS).
Young Com. Gallinules were still observed at
E.St.L., as late as Oct. 11 (A).

SHOREBIRDS — Most shorebird species
were reported; in many instances, there were
good numbers of birds, or no birds at all —
depending on local situations; highlights
follow. Single Piping Plovers were reported
from eight locations Aug. 3 - Sept. 17
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(primarily Illinois and Ohio, but also Missourt
and Kentucky). Three Ruddy Turnstones
stayed at Chicago until at least Dec. 6 (RN).
Six Whimbrels were reported. two at
Waukegan Sept. 7 (RBi) and singles at
Evanston, I11., Sept. 10 & 15 (RBi); Cleveland
Sept. 18 (JF); Columbus, O., Sept. 22 (J); and
Woodburn, Ind., Sept. 17-21 (SA, tHaw). The
Upland Sandpiper at Waterloo, la., Oct. 15
(TSh) was rather late. Twenty Willets were
noted at Michigan City, Ind., Aug. 19 (KB,
m.ob.); one, two or three were encountered
during late August or early September at eight
other scattered locations excluding Towa. Red
Knots were more commonly reported than
usual; 30 were detected during the period (as a
conservative estimate) along L. Michigan —
one as late as Dec. 2 (B); up to six were present
in Peoria County, Ill., Sept. 23 - Oct. 1 (VH);
and six were noted at E.St.L., Sept. 15 (m.ob.);
one, two or three were seen at eight other loca-
tions as early as Aug. 1 at Kentucky Lakes,
Ky. (JEr) and Oct. 4 at Metzger Marsh Wild-
life Area, Q. (I). The two Purple Sandpipers
reported were found at Cleveland Nov. 4
(tRHn) and Michigan City, Ind., Nov. 11
(tKB, m. ob.).

White-rumped Sandpipers were scarce
everywhere. Baird’s Sandpipers were hard to
find in most instances; however, groups such
as 29 at Waukegan Sept. 13 (JN) and 15 there
Sept. 6 (B) were exceptions; late records in-
cluded two at Waukegan Nov. 23 (IN); one at
L. Calumet, Tll., Nov. 19 (B) and one at
Michigan City, Ind.. Nov. 4 (JU). Tt will be
hard to match the 65 W. Sandpipers at
Waukegan Sept. 7 (B). Stilt Sandpipers were
not nearly as common as usual; a late lingerer
was at Winthrop Harbor, I, Sept. 20 (IN);
the flock of 70 at O.W.R., Aug. 16 was the
largest reported (1); the 40 at Montrose, Mo.,
Sept. 3. was the second largest (JR). Buff-
breasted Sandpipers were exceedingly scarce
— max. four; the species was found in only
four locations. Nine Marbled Godwits were
observed — four in Ohio, Aug. 19 - Nov. 5,
one in Missouri Aug. 1, one in Iowa Sept. 16
and three in Illinois July 29 - Oct. 18. Only six
Hudsonian Godwits were encountered;
however, they were found at highly scattered
dates and locations and all as singles: Win-
throp Harbor, Til., Aug. 24 (JN); Hammond,
Ind., Aug. 26 (KB et al.); Metzger Marsh
Wildlife Area, Q., Sept. 3 (I); E.St.L., Oct. 6-
15 (tBR, m. ob.); Columbus, O., Oct. 14 (J);
and O.W.R., Nov. 19().

Both Ruffs observed were observed in
Illinois: Palos July 28 - Aug. 4 and Waukegan
Aug. 13 (fide B). A late Sanderling was
detected in St. Charles County, Mo., Nov. 26
(TPa, fide A). An excellent number of Am.
Avocets appeared Regionwide; except for the
early July records around Chicago (B), most
occurred throughout August, September and
October — some lingering as long as six weeks
in suitable areas; there were no large concen-
trations — the largest being only seven birds;
the species was reported from three to seven
locations in most states, only once in Towa,
and none from Kentucky. Of special note were
the six Red Phalaropes documented; singles at
Columbus, Q., Sept. 16 (1]); Thomas Hill,
Mo., Oct. 15-26 (IR, m. ob.) — for the eight
state record; Louisville Nov. 1 (tDPk);
Michigan City, Ind., Nov. 4 (1TKI, tKB et al.);
Chicago, Nov, 23-26 (tDJ, tm.ob.); and Wau-
kegan Nov. 24-28 (1B, IN). Only a few more N.
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Red Phalarope. Waukegan, Ill. Nov. 24-28,
1978. Photo/J. Neal.

Phalaropes were reported; there were up to six
at L. Chau., Sept. 10 (RP); three at E.St.L.,
Oct. 11 (A); three in Bureau County, Ill., Sept.
10 (1JHm); three in Oregon, O., Sept. 19 JF);
and singles at Columbus, O., Oct. 8 (I) and
Brookston, Ind., Sept. 17 (tEH).

JAEGERS, GULLS AND TERNS — The
Pomarine Jaeger at Wilmette, Ill., constitutes
only the second record for the state; the
species was also reported from Michigan City,
Ind., Sept. 23 (¥TK1), and Beverly Shores,
Ind., Oct. 21 (tTK); as well as Cleveland Nov.
6-11 (1JHo, tRHn, m.ob.). The more-
common Parasitic Jaeger, was really not that
common; several were noted from the Tndiana
lakefront Oct. 6-23 (tKB, m. ob.); two at
Evanston, Tll., Sept. 17 (RBi} with only singles
there the day before (tDI) and Oct. 14 (1DI};
and one at Cleveland Aug. 18 (tRHn).
Glaucous Gulls were observed three times
near Gary, Ind., Nov. 17-22 (tRGr et al.); and
four times along L. Michigan in Illinois Aug.
19 - Dec. 2 (tm. ob.). The only Great Black-
backed Gull observed was found at Cleveland;
— scarce species this fall. There were three
October records of Thayer's Gulls. A
Laugh