
Amcricln 
lirds 



September 1978, Vol. 32, No 5 

American Birds 
A bimonthly journal devoted to the birds of the Americas 

Published by the National Audubon Society 

EDITORIAL ADVISORS 
John W. Aldrich 

Eugene Eisenmann 
Thomas R. Howell 
Frances C. James 
Robert J. Newman 

Roger Tory Peterson 
Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. 
Chandler S. Robbins 

George Miksch Sutton 
Dale A. Zimmerman 

EDITORS 
Robert S. Arbib, Jr./Editor 
Susan Roney Drennan/Associate Editor 
Lois Heilbrun/Christmas Bird Count 
Willet T. Van Velzen/Breeding Bird Censuses 
Ronald A. Ryder/Winter Bird Populations 
Louis Dixon/Circulation Manager 
Lee Brown / EditorialAssistant 

AMERICAN BIRDS DEADLINES FOR 1978-9 

Reports due Regional Editors 

Season 

Winter 

December 1 - February 28 

Spring Migration 
March 1 - May 31 

Nesting Season 
June 1 - July 31 

Autumn Migration 
August 1 - November 30 

Deadline 

March 15, 1979 

June 15, 1979 

August 15, 1979 

December 15, 1979 

Winter Bird-Population Studies 
due Editor Ronald A. Ryder 

Photo salon entries due 
American Birds 

Breeding Bird Censuses 
due Editor Willet T. Van Velzen 

Christmas Bird Count period 
Applications for new counts, 
changes of compilers 
Count Forms due American Birds 

Work in Progress, Announcements 
Blue List Ballots due American Birds 

Other Deadlines 

June 15, 1979 

July 15, 1979 

September l, 1979 

December 16, 1978-Jan. I, 1979 

November I, 1978. 
January 15, 1979 

6 weeks prior to issue date 

September 15, 1979 

AMERICAN BIRDS is published six times a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950 
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. Subscription: $10.00 a year, $18.00 for two years, for the 
U.S.A. $12.00 and $20.00 foreign and Canada. Single copies: Christmas Bird Count (July), $5.50 
per copy; Fall Migration (March), Winter Season (May), Spring Migration (September), Nesting 
Season (November), Winter Bird - Population Study and the Breeding Bird Census (January), $1.75 
per copy. Checks and money orders should be made payable to AMERICAN BIRDS. Second class 
postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright ̧  1978 by the National 
Audubon Society, Inc. 
Postmaster: if undeliverable, please notify American Birds on Form 3579 at 950 Third Avenue, New 
York, N.Y. 10022. 

The Table of Contents for this issue wdl be found on the inside back cover 



The Bluebird 
How You Can Help Its Fight for Survival 
BY LAWRENCE ZELENY 
"... truly inspiring .... Dr. Zeleny discusses the natural history of each of our three 
native bluebird species and the major reasons for the sharp decline in eastern bluebird 
populations. He then explains how people can act to counter these threats .... an en- 
lightening book." --Conservation News 

\ 
Waterfowl f 
North America 

,'•k•X • ...-•-3•-;•-•--_. - ß 1 
•Y P•UL •. •OHSSO•RD 
"There are many •oks on North American water- 
fowl, but this one tops them all .... It deals with 55 • sp•i• and truly covers North America, all areas- 
from Panama north." -- lowa Bird Life "...ade- •?'• •( •.•l finitive work on waterfowl." •e •n 

624 pages, drawings, maps, photos $27.50 

Enjong India Bds' 
BY ALFRED (BUD) STARLING 
DRA•NGS BY DONNA L. McCARTY 

"... refle•s a lifetime of experience on the part of a man obviously at one with nature 
and at home in the field .... This •ok should have a readership well beyond the 
borders of Indiana." •Roger Tory Peterson 
384 pages, 112 line drawings $15.00 (•epub. price until 1/1/79. $17.50 theeafter) 

Born to Sing 
An Interpretation and 
World Survey of Bird Song 
BY CHARLES HARTSHORNE 
"A wide-ranging survey of bird song, from the biologi- 
cal, psychological, and esthetic viewpoints, in which the 
author holds that bird song is more than a matter of ter- 
ritorial advertising .... Stimulating reading." --Amerl- 
can Birds "... subtle, fascinating, and immensely 
learned .... "--Washington Post 
320 pages, illus. $12.00 
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NEW FOR MEXICO AND CENTRAL AMERICA 

I 978 AI•PENDIX 

for 

A Field Guide to the Birds of Mexico (Edwards, 1972) 

Up-dates information about more than 200 Mexican birds; adds several species to the 
Mexican list. 

Describes 160 Costa Rican birds (the basic Edwards Field Guide plus Appendix now 
covers all Middle American birds except some in Panama.) 

Includes a complete checklist of Middle American birds, Mexico through Panama, w•th 
country-by-country status in separate columns. 

Comprehensive index cross-references alternate names for Middle American birds. 

Supplements any Middle American field guide. 

Edwards' 1978 Appendix only (80 pages, paperback, stapled) 

Edwards' Field Guide to the Birds of Mexico (300 pages) with 
1978 Appendix (80 pages), both incorporated in one plastic 
ring binding. 

$5 

$1o 

Also Up-dated 

Edwards' Finding Birds in Mexico, the only bird-finding guidebook covering all of Mexico •s 
now the only one to be up-dated, with the 1976 Supplement. Together, the Supplement and 
the basic book provide detailed, up-dated information about the best birding localities in all 
parts of the country -- Tampico, Catemaco, Palenque, Cozumel, Guaymas, Ensenada, 
Mazatlan, San Bias, Manzanillo, Acapulco, Tapachula, and more than 60 other places m 
between. Indispensable with any Mexican field guide. 

Edwards' Finding Birds in Mexico (280 pages, hardcover), with 
separate 1976 Supplement (120 pages, paper cover), sold 
as a set. $10 

Edwards' 1976 Supplement only (120 pages, paper), now sold 
separately $6 
(but should be bought as part of the above set, if you don't hava the basic Finding Birds 
in Mexico already) 

10% discount on prepaid book orders (20% on orders totaling $25 or more, list price); add 50½ 
handling charge per order, after discount, and we will pay postage. On non-prepaid orders we bill you 
full price plus 50½ handling charge plus postage. Virginia residents please add 4% sales tax. 

Order direct, or inquire: ERNEST P. EDWARDS, P.O. Box AQ, Sweet Briar, VA 24595 
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Market Place 

BIRDING 

BIRDING ON THE GOLDEN COAST OF 
GEORGIA. Little St. Simons, a 12,000 acre 
pnvately owned island, is now accepting a limited 
number of overnight guests for birding, wildlife 
photography and related activities. Over 200 
species of birds have been seen on the island 
•ncluding the greatest concentration of shorebirds 
on the Georgia Coast. Miles of unspoiled 
beaches, tidal flats, oak and pine forests, 
marshes. Excellent food and accommodations. 
Write: LI'I-rLE ST. SIMONS ISLANDS, P.O. Box 
1096, St. Simons Island, GA 31522. 

ACCOMMODATIONS BOTANY BAY. $60. per 
week, per person includes ornithologist guide. 
Write FOREST, 144 Prince Charles Parade, 
Kurnell 2231, N.S.W., Australia. 
MILE HI -- SE Arizona's most exciting all season 
b•rding. Secluded year-round, mountain resort 
and Nature Conservancy preserve. Modern 
housekeeping cottages overlooking creek. 
Beautiful fall colors. Eight Christmas Bird Counts. 
For brochure and bird list write: MILE HI, Box 84 B, 
Hereford, AZ 85615. 

BOOKS 

BOOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History 
subjects. New or out-of-print. Free catalog. 
PIERCE BOOK CO., Winthr. op, Iowa 50682. 

NATURAL HISTORY. Especially BIRDS. Scarce, 
O.P., Rare. Catalogues $1. The Book Chest Inc., 
19y Oxford Place, Rockville Centre, NY 11570. 

WANTED 

WANTED. Bannerman, D. G. Birds of West and 
Equatorial Africa. 2 vols, Edinburgh, 1953. Box 
A. AMERICAN BIRDS. 

STAMPS 

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many 
countries. 25 different 35½. Free list. GEO 
FORD, P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT 

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNELL 
OPTICS and accessories. Send stamp for d•s- 
count list. Specify literature desired. Large Stock 
Orders filled day received. Postpaid. BIRDING, 
Box 5E, Amsterdam, NY 12010. 

BIRD ART 

AUDUBON ELEPHANT FOLIO color transpar- 
encies 5 x 7:435 fine quality, for rent. Contact, 
LIBRARY, National Audubon Society, 950 Third 
Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 

ORIGINAL 1860 AUDUBON ELEPHANT FOLIO 

bien prints. Fine condition at below appraised 
value. Mockingbird $850., Partridge $1500, 
Grouse $1500., Blue Jay $1500., White Headed 
Eagle $1750., Mallard Duck $2500. Contact 
DOROTHY EPPELEIN, 1356 Park Street, Clear- 
water, FL 33516. 

PRINTS 

THE COVER of American Birds for May, 
1978, was taken from a brilliant painbrig by 
Diane Pierce, showing five winter-plumaged 
American Goldfinches in lively animatmn m 
a snow-draped sweet gum. The cover d•d not 
do justice to the bright colors of the pmnt- 
ing. American Birds is considering issmng a 
high quality print of this painting, on free 
paper, in a very limited edition, each num- 
bered and signed by the artist. Possible 
price, about $25. If you are interested, wr•te 
AMERICAN BIRDS. 

ADVERTISING 

WANTED TO BUY -- a Balscope Sr. Spotting 
Scope in excellent condition. Also individual eye- The "Market Place" in American Birds •s an 
pieces. Send details and make offer to Susan economical place to sell or buy whatever 
Roney Drennan, AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third you have, or want. Only $4.50 per line (3-hne 
Avenue, NYC 10022. min.). It works for us! 
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH -- Cape May Warbler in a crabapple tree, by Adrian Dignan. See page 947. 



Nothing looks at life like Leitz. 
How can you get this close to 

wildlife without missing a single 
detail? 

With Leitz optical excellence, 
Of course. 

Leitz Trinovids© have the finest 

optical systems of any binocular in 
the world. 

Trim, flat and nicely 
compact, Trinovids more 
than equal the perform- 
ance of the larger, bulkier 
binoculars. • 

Viewing angle is most 
like human vision, so it 
doesn't seem like you're 

peering through binoculars. You get 
bright, needle-shape images right to 
the extremes of the entire field, even 
while wearing eyeglasses. Or even in 
twilight. 

So if you wantacloser lookatlife, 
try looking into a pair of Trinovid 

binoculars by Leitz. 
E. Leitz • 
Rockleigh, N.J. 07647 'W 
Please send me inlormation'•" 
on Leitz Trinovid binot ulars. 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 
6168AB9 

Young horned owl pictreed above. 


