o . American
Birds....

, (! o, ©
ﬁug Ferce 7



May 1978, Vol. 32, No. 3

American Birds

A bimonthly journal devoted to the birds of the Americas

Published by the National Audubon Society

EDITORIAL ADVISORS EDITORS

John W. Aldrich Robert S. Arbib, Jr./Editor

Eugene Eisenmann Susan Roney Drennan/Associate Editor

Thomas R. Howell Lois Heilbrun/Christmas Bird Count

Frances C. James Willet T. Van Velzen/Breeding Bird Censuses

Robert J. Newman Ronald A. Ryder/Winter Bird Populations

Roger Tory Peterson Louis Dixon/Circulation Manager

Olin Sewall Pettingill, Jr. Jeanne Gart, Lee Brown, Nancy Cruickshank, Martha Coles,
Chandler S. Robbins Nena Montgomery, Helen Mencher/Editorial Assistants

George Miksch Sutton
Dale A. Zimmerman

AMERICAN BIRDS DEADLINES FOR 1978

Reports due Regional Editors

Season Deadline
Winter March 15, 1978
December 1 - February 28
Spring Migration June 15, 1978
March 1 - May 31
Nesting Season August 15, 1978
June 1 - July 31
Autumn Migration December 15, 1978
August 1 - November 30
Other Deadlines
Winter Bird-Population Studies June 15, 1978
due Editor Ronald A. Ryder
Photo salon entries due July 15, 1978
American Birds
Breeding Bird Censuses September 1, 1978
due Editor Willet T. Van Velzen
Christmas Bird Count period December 16, 1978 - Jan. 1, 1979
Applications for new counts,
changes of compilers November 1, 1978.
Count Forms due American Birds January 15, 1979
Work in Progress, Announcements 6 weeks prior to issue date
Blue List Ballots due Regional Editors September 15, 1978

AMERICAN BIRDS is published six times a year. Editorial and business offices are located at 950
Third Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10022. Subscription: $10.00 a year, $18.00 for two years, for the
U.S.A. $12.00 and $20.00 foreign and Canada. Single copies: Christmas Bird Count (July), $5.50
per copy; Fall Migration (March), Winter Season (May), Spring Migration (September), Nesting
Season (November), Winter Bird — Population Study and the Breeding Bird Census (January), $1.75
per copy. Checks and money orders should be made payable to AMERICAN BIRDS. Second class
postage paid at New York, N.Y. and additional Post Offices. Copyright © 1978 by the National
Audubon Society, Inc.

Postmaster: if undeliverable, please notify American Birds on Form 3579 at 950 Third Avenue, New
York, N.Y.10022.

The Table of Contents for this 1ssue will be found on the inside back cover



Fig. 2. Hoarv Redpoll
Fig. 1. Common Redpoll

Comparison of the bills of these two birds reveuls the ** . . . more conical bill lending a ‘pushed-in’ look to
the [Hoarv's] face . . . ' discussed by Paxton on page 330.

Fig. 3. Common Redpoll Fig. 4. Hoary Redpoll

Redpolls, Rve. N.Y., Feb. 25 - Mar. 31, 1978 (photographed Mar. 16). Photos| Harry N. Darrow.

American Birds May 1978




Cooperator’s Form
The Blue List for 1979

Each year American Birds publishes a list of species of birds which appear to be
declining in number, either in species range proportions or regionally. Birds con-
sidered eligible for the Blue List are those apparently involved in non-cyclical
population changes, but which have not reached the endangered status. In previous
years we’ve termed it an ‘‘early warning list,”’ for its purpose was to alert the
scientific, governmental, and birding public to possible causes for alarm, present
or future.

Although the Blue List has been much quoted, used in Environmental Impact
Statements, and is probably the inspiration for the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
list of threatened species, it has a glaring weakness. There simply has not been a
broad enough input base from the field; not a few of the designations to, or
deletions from, the list, are based on viewpoints from too few respondents to
make them unimpeachable. Although our response in recent years represents the
views of several hundred active observers from coast to coast, this response
represents the views of less than 1% of our far-flung network of observing
contributors.

This year we want to attempt to reach and elicit opinions from a far greater cross-
section of our readership. In the past, selected editors and contributors recerved
blue sheets to be completed and returned. This year, the ‘‘blue sheet’’ is the reverse
side of this page. You are invited to contribute your knowledge to the Blue List for
1979, with one reservation. We must restrict our input to information supplied by
persons of experience. Obviously, if you have been birding only two, five, or seven
years, you cannot, through first-hand knowledge, know which species have suffered
declines over the last twenty or more years. For this reason, we solicit returns from
those observers only who have at least ten years’ of comparative knowledge in one
particular area or region. Obviously, the more years you have birded your area,
the more valuable your ballot.

There is one other change this year. Janet Witzeman, our Southwest Regional
co-editor, suggested a new definition for Blue List birds, which we are adopting
verbatim. Here it is:

*“The Blue List would be more accurate, more meaningful, and more useful if the
definition were changed to read: 1. those species that may or may not be dechning
now, but may be in jeopardy in the foreseeable future; 2. those species that occur in
such small numbers that their status should be monitored; and 3. those species for
which there is no scientific data to determine whether or not they are declining, but
there is definite concern for the species.”” To which we add our original criterion:
4. those species which give definite evidence of non-cyclical declines in all or part
of their ranges.

This sheet has been designed to allow removal without damage to the contents of
this issue. Please use the opposite side of this page for your ballot, attaching addi-
tional pages when necessary. DO NOT mail them to American Birds, but to the
Regional Editor for your Region.

The deadline for receipt of these ballots is September 15, 1978.
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The Blue List Ballot — 1978 — for 1979

The following species were officially Blue Listed in the most recent (1978) list
If you agree with the listing, leave the name untouched. If you disagree, and wish
to see the species deleted, circle the species name. If you have no opinion, or the
species does not occur in your region, draw a line completely through the species
name. Do not vote for species not normally in your region.

SECTION 1.

Red-necked Grebe, Western Grebe, White Pelican, Double-crested Cormorant,
Reddish Egret, Black-crowned Night Heron, American Bittern, Wood Stork,
White-faced Ibis, Fulvous Whistling Duck, Canvasback, Sharp-shinned Hawk,
Cooper’s Hawk, Red-shouldered Hawk, Swainson’s Hawk, Ferruginous Hawk,
Harris’ Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Osprey, Caracara, Prairie Falcon, Merlin, American
Kestrel, Sharp-tailed Grouse, Sage Grouse, King Rail, American Oystercatcher,
Piping Plover, Snowy Plover, Upland Sandpiper, Gull-billed Tern, Common Tern,
Least Tern, Black Tern, Common Puffin, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Barn Owl,
Burrowing Owl, Short-eared Owl, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-headed
Woodpecker, Lewis” Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Purple Martin, Bewick’s
Wren, Florida Scrub Jay, Eastern Bluebird, Western Bluebird, Loggerhead
Shrike, Bell’s Vireo, Warbling Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Yellow-breasted Chat,
Dickcissel, Grasshopper Sparrow, Henslow’s Sparrow, Vesper Sparrow,
Bachman’s Sparrow.

SECTION II.

Species you believe should be added to the list:
Reason number
Species (1 — 4, see instructions)

SECTION I1I.
Area and region reported on:

Number of years worked (minimum 10)
Signed
Address

Please return this form by September 15 to your Regional Editor.
Thank you for your assistance.

American Birds, May 1978



c/o Mr. Thomas R. Eilis
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A Guide To North

American BIRD CLUBS

dJon E. Rickert

Club locator maps for each state and province enhance the
usefulness of this bird finding sourcebook. Over 575 pages. 5%”
x 8%" hardcover.
“The North American birder should no more travel without this
most useful book than without his field guides.”
— ARNOLD SMALL,
President, A Birding A ion, Inc.,
Beverly Hills, California
author: Birds of California
“... the newest bird finding concept since Pettingill ...”
from forward by,
— DR. BURT L. MONROE, JR.
Ph.D. Chairman and Professor, Dept. of
Biology, University of Louisville. Membership
Class of Fellow in The American
Ommithologists” Unlon.
author: Birds of Honduras
“A great companion to the Pettingill — type bird finding
guides.”
— OLGA CLARKE,
Bookstore Mgr. of the L.A. Audubon Society,
Professional Bird Tour Leader

. with this 1! guide, ling birders will always
have -p -to-date birding information at their fingertips.”
OBERT H. CURRY,
“ d Hamilton N ’ Club,
Ancasler Ontario — Highest Ontario Life List

. its usefulness will far surpass its original ob]oc-
ﬂveo of aiding the traveling birder and the newcomer.”
— CHANDLER S. ROBBINS
U.S. Migratory Bird & Habitat Research
Lab, Patuxent Wildlife Research Center. Laurel, MD.
author: A Guide to Field Identification, BIRDS OF
NORTH AMERICA

$15 PPD. Outside U.S., use International Money Order.
$10.75 PPD introductory price. Offer good until September 1,
1978.

Auvailable only from:
Avian Publications, Inc.
P.O. Box 310 / Elizabethtown, Ky. 42701
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BOOKS

BIRD BOOKS are our specialty. Please send $1
for a comprehensive catalog from BUTEO
BOOKS, P.O. Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069

BOQOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History
subjects. New or out-of-print. Free catalog
PIERCE BOOK CQ., Winthrop, lowa 50682.

BIRD BOOKS, Ornithology, Aviculture, Fal-
conry. Out of print and rare. BOUGHT and
SOLD. Annotated catalogues $1.00. Search
Service. PATRICIA LEDLIE - BOOKSELLER,
Box 46, Buckfield, ME 04220, 207-336-2969

NATURAL HISTORY. Especially BIRDS. Scarce
0. P, Rare. Catalogues $1. The Book Chest Inc
19y Oxford Place, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

STAMPS

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many coun-
tries. 25 different 35¢. Free list. GEO. FORD
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNELL OPTICS
and accessories. Send stamp for discount list
Specily literature desired. Large Stock. Orders
filled day received. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5E
Amsterdam, N.Y. 12010.

BIRD ART

AUDUBON'S ORIGINAL, hand colored ele-
phant folio prints. Also original Gould prints
including a number of his famous humming-
birds. For more information write: WOQOD-
LAND GALLERIES, RR 1, Box 3-A, Wood-
ville, TX 75979. (713) 283-5024.

BIRDING

COYOTE BIRDGUIDE SERVICE of South-
eastern Arizona. Friendly qualified guiding
to best birding spots. Brochure: P.O. Box
861, Patagonia, AZ 85624.

BIRDING ON THE GOLDEN COAST OF
GEORGIA. Little St. Simons, a 12,000 acre
privately owned island, is now accepting a
limited number of overnight guests for bird-
ing, wildlife photography and related activi-
ties. Over 200 species of birds have been
seen on the island including the greatest
concentration of shorebirds on the Georgia
Coast. Miles of unspoiled beaches, tidal
flats, oak and pine forests, marshes. Excel-
lent food and accommodations. Write: LIT-
TLE ST SIMONS ISLAND, PO Box 1096,
St Simons Island, GA 31522
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