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The day before one of our tours concluded the tour leader reviewed the
schedule and noted that we were not due at the airport until nearly
10:00 A.M. the following morning. Though it was not in the itinerary, he
asked the participants if they would like to return to an area they had
visited that had proven to be one of the hottest birding spots of the tour.
Three members of the group indicated that they would prefer the extra
sleep and time to relax, but the rest were ready to go, even if it meant
a very early departure. On the spot, the tour leader arranged an excur-
sion for the following day. It involved a two-hour drive, arriving at our
destination just after daybreak. The birds didn’t disappoint us. In the
two hours after dawn a very large number were seen, and all of the par-
ticipants who came along added 10 to 12 birds to their lifelists before
proceeding directly to the airport.

Unusual? While such a thing would be unheard of on other birding tours,
it’s par for the course on a BIRD BONANZAS tour. It’s one of the three
reasons we find so many more birds than any other tours and why so many
enthusiastic birders register for another tour with us within a year after
they have taken their first.

The other reasons are that we use the finest tour leaders in the world, and
we keep our tour groups small enough so that everyone can see all of the
birds. Our average tour group last year consisted of seven participants.

If you want to take part in a tour that will be one of the great birding
experiences of your life, write BIRD BONANZAS for further details.

Our tours for fall 1977 and 1978 include Colombia, Venezuela, California,
India (Tour-of-the-Year), Ceylon, Israel, South Africa — Botswana,
Kenya, Florida, Arizona-New Mexico, and three ABA Tours: Costa Rica,

Surinam and Alaska. .
For information write —

Bird Bonanzas, inc.

12550 Biscayne Boulevard, Suite 501, North Miami, Florida 33181
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Christmas Bird Count

The dates for the annual Christmas Bird
Count for the coming year are Saturday, De-
cember 17, 1977 to Monday, January 2, 1978,
mclusive, Counts taken on dates outside this
official period cannot be accepted for publica-
tion. Packets of instructions and forms will
be mailed, as usual, to compilers of record,
on or about November 10. Counts with new
compilers should notify the Editor prior to
November 1, to insure against delay in
the mailing of the forms. Groups wishing
to mmaugurate counts in new areas must sub-

mit to the Editor of American Birds, a map
showing the exact center and circumference
of the proposed count circle (15-mile diameter)
and a brief account of the number and quali-
fications of the observers taking part. New
counts accepted for publication will receive
their forms with the regular mailing. Proposed
counts that overlap the areas of previously
established counts cannot be accepted,
counts that cannot be accepted for this or
other reasons will be so notified in advance
The July issue of American Birds, with
the 1200 Christmas Bird Counts of 1976-77,
will be mailed shortly after this May issue.

Market Place

BOOKS

BIRD BOOKS are our specialty. Please send
$1 for a comprehensive catalog from BUTEO
BOOKS, P.O. Box 481, Vermillion, SD 57069.

BOOKS on Birds, Mammals, Natural History
subjects. New or out-of-print. Free catalog.
PIERCE BOOK CO., Winthrop, lowa 50682.

BIRD BOOKS: Out of print, rare. Libraries and
single copies bought and sold. Catalogues
Issued PATRICIA LEDLIE-BOOKSELLER, Box
46, Buckfield, Maine 04220:

NATURAL HISTORY. Especially BIRDS. Scarce,
O P, Rare. Catalogues $1. The Book Chest Inc.,
19y Oxford Place, Rockville Centre, NY 11570.

BACK ISSUES WANTED

If you have issues or volumes of Audubon
Field Notes from Vol. 1, No. 1 on, we have urgent
orders from libraries and others to help fill sets.
Please make offering by mail only; send no
Issues without prior correspondence with
AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third Avenue, New York,
NY 10022.

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT

LEITZ, ZEISS, B&L, SWIFT, BUSHNELL OPTICS
and accessories. Send stamp for discount list.
Specify literature desired. Large Stock. Orders
filled day received. Postpaid. BIRDING, Box 5E,
Amsterdam, NY 12010
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STAMPS

BIRDS ON POSTAGE STAMPS from many coun-
tries. 25 different 35¢. Free list. GEO. FORD,
P.O. Box 5203-A, Gulfport, Fla. 33737.

PRICE-REDUCED BOOK

WINTER RANGES OF 146 species as mapped
from Christmas Bird Count data, with a text by
Chandler S. Robbins. Originally $2, now $1 25
for one, $5.65 for five, $10.93 for ten
AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third Avenue, New York,
NY 10022.

BINDERS

KEEP YOUR VOLUMES of American Birds pro-
tected and together in our gold-embossed ,
forest green, durable, washable binders. $2.95
AMERICAN BIRDS, 950 Third Ave., New York,
NY 10022.

YOU GET A TAX DEDUCTION when you donate
unwanted back issues of American Birds We
acknowledge to you the current value of each
issue you send, plus your postage, as a tax de-
ductible gift to an educational organization
Presently urgently needed is February, 1975,
Volume 29, Number 1 and June, 1976, Volume
30, Number 3. Send copies in good condition
only, securely wrapped to American Birds.

DEADLINE for ordering the uncut version of
Davis Finch’'s Fall Migration report, August 1-
November 30, 1976, Northeastern Maritime Re-
gion, is September 15. Send name, address and
number requested. We will bill you. AMERICAN
BIRDS, 950 Third Avenue, NYC 10022.
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COVERS—To welcome the islands of Hawaii to Regional Report status, our front cover shows the
native Laysan Albatross, in a photo by Karl W. Kenyon. The Varied Thrush, on the back cover, by Calvin
Larsen, was a species that made an exceptionally wide invasion of eastern regions in winter, 1976-77
Both from Photo Researchers, Inc.






