RETURNS AND RECOVERIES OF BANDED
NORTH AMERICAN BIRDS IN PANAMA AND THE
TROPICS

By HorackE LorriN

The phenomenon of North American migratory birds returning
in subsequent years to essentially the same winter quarters in the
American tropics has been repeatedly demonstrated by banding
return records. Nickell (1968) summarized the records then known
to him, involving 26 species. Since that time, at least eight addi-
tional papers have been published on winter returns to the American
tropics. Meanwhile, I have accumulated numerous unreported
banding returns for Panama which are presented in this paper.
Together, all records known to me involve a total of 44 species of
North American migrants shown by banding to return to the same
tropical winter quarters in subsequent years.

Given the very minimal amount of bird banding that has taken
place south of the United States, these records indicate that
“homing” to tropical winter quarters (or at least the same general
area) is a regular and significant activity of many migratory
species. This subject certainly demands more attention than has
heretofore been given, and it underlines the fact that ornithologists
know very little about boreal-breeding migratory species for the
five or more months of each year when they are out of sight of North
American birdwatchers.

There follows first an account of my unpublished migratory bird
returns to Panama, as well as foreign recoveries of birds banded in
Panama or of birds banded in the United States and recovered in
Panama. Thereafter, a summary is presented of all records known
to me of North American migrant returns to tropical winter
quarters. In this summary, each species listed is followed by the
country (or countries) for which there are banding returns. Each
country name is followed by one or more sets of paired numbers:
the number outside of parentheses indicates the number of breed-
ing seasons intervening between banding and last return; the num-
ber within parentheses represents the number of individuals in-
volved. For some Jamaican reports, only a total of birds and a
maximum interval between banding and last return were available.
Finally, the citation for each country record is given.

NEW PANAMA RETURNS AND RECOVERIES

Common Snipe (Capella gallinago). Banded 11 Nov. 1962, Almi-
rante, Bocas del Toro Prov.; recovered Dec. 1967 at San Juan de
Chaparra, Oriente Prov., Cuba, by Sr. H. F. Pena.

SwainsoN’s Turusua (Catharus ustulata). Banded by J. N. Way-
koff, near Battle Creek, Mich., 14 Sept. 1965; recovered 5 Apr.
1967 at Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.

Banded 13 Oct. 1965, Almirante, Bocas del Toro Prov.; re-
covered 21 Sept. 1966, 2 mi NW of Monticello, I1l., by R. R. Graber
(a television tower kill).
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Rep-EvEp VireEo (Vireo olivaceus). Banded 19 Sept. 1963, Almi-
rante, Bocas del Toro Prov.; recovered 10 Sept. 1966 at Dauphin
Island, Ala., by M. E. Miller.

PraiLaperLpHIA VIREO (Vireo philadelphicus). Banded 2 Apr. 1967,

Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 1 Mar. and 19 Dec. 1970.
Banded 2 Mar. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 21 Dec. 1968 and
28 Deec. 1969.
Banded 28 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 1 Jan. 1970.
Banded 16 Deec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 17 Dec. 1970.
Banded 30 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 29 Dec. 1969 and
1 Mar. 1970.
Banded 23 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 1 Apr. 1968.
Banded 19 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 31 Dec. 1969.
Banded 5 Apr. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 19 Dec. 1968.
Banded 27 Dec. 1969, Cerro Punta; returned 19 Dec. 1970.
Banded 6 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 31 Mar. 1968.
Banded 16 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 28 Dec. 1969.
Banded 30 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 1 Jan. 1970.
Banded 1 Jan. 1969, Cerro Punta; returned 29 Dec. 1969.
Banded 27 Mar. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 19 Dec. 1968.

Brack-AND-wHITE WARBLER (Mniotilta varia). Banded 28 Feb.
1967, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 3 Oct. 1967.
Banded 8 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 23 Sept. 1967.
Banded 7 Oct. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 19 Dec. 1968.

TENNESSEE WARBLER (Vermivora peregrina). Banded 16 Feb. 1964,
Curundu, Canal Zone, returned 19 Jan. 1967.

Banded 17 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 31
Dee. 1969.

Banded 1 Mar. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 19 Dec. 1968.

BLACK-THROATED GREEN WARBLER (Dendroica virens). Banded 20
Apr. 1968, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 2 Jan. 1969.

CueESTNUT-SIDED WARBLER (Dendroica pensylvanica). Banded 18
Oct. 1965, Almirante, Bocas del Toro Prov.; returned 23 Oct. 1967.

Lovuisiana WATERTHRUSH (Seiurus motacilla). Banded 16 Mar.
1967, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 27 Sept. 1967.

KenTUucky WARBLER (Oporornis formosus). Banded 1 Mar. 1967,
Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 15 Mar. 1968.

MourNING WARBLER (Oporornis philadelphia). Banded 28 Mar.
1964, Curundu, Canal Zone; returned 2 Apr. 1966.

WiLsoN’s WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla). Banded 5 Mar. 1967, Cerro

Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 18 Dec. 1968.
Banded 25 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 16 Mar. 1968.
Banded 4 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 31 Oct. 1967.
Banded 4 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 21 Apr. 1968.
Banded 12 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 20 Apr. 1968.
Banded 23 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta; returned 30 Sept. 1967.
Banded 21 Dec. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 1 Mar. 1970.
Banded 26 Mar. 1968, Cerro Punta; returned 24 Dec. 1968.
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SuMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra). Banded ca. 15 Oct. 1965,
Almirante, Bocas del Toro Prov.; returned 27 Oct. 1967.

Banded 18 Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 19
Dec. 1968.

RosB-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus). Banded 6
Mar. 1967, Cerro Punta, Chiriqui Prov.; returned 1 Mar. 1968.

SUMMARY OF RETURNS OF MIGRANTS TO WINTER
TROPICAL QUARTERS

Broap-wincgED HAwk (Buleo platypterus). Panama: 1(1), Loftin
et al., 1966, and Eisenmann, 1966.

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius). Belize: 1(1),
Nickell 1968.

GREAT CrESTED FrycaTcHER (Myiarchus crindtus). Belize: 1(1),
Nickell 1968.

YELLOW-BELLIED FrycATcHER (Empidonax flaviveniris). Mexico:
1(1), Ely 1973.

LeasT FLycaTcuEr (Empidonax minimus). Mexico: 1(4), Ely 1973.

Ouive-siDED FrycaTcuER (Nuttallornis borealis). Belize: 1(1),
Nickell 1968.

Rovar-wiNGED Swarrow (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis). Belize: 1(1),
Nickell 1968.

Bank SwarrLow (Riparia riparia). Belize: 2(1), Nickell 1968.

GrAaY CarsBirp (Dumetella carolinensis). Belize: 1(5), Nickell 1968;
Panama: 1(2), Galindo and Mendez 1966.

Woop TurUsH (Hylocichla mustelina). Mexico: 1(2), Ely 1973;
Panama: 1(2), Galindo and Mendez 1966.

YELLoW-THROATED VIREO (Vireo flavifrons). Belize: 3(1), Nickell
1968.

SoLiTarY VIREO (Vireo solitarius). Mexico: 1(1), Ely 1973.
PuitaperpuIA VIiREO (Vireo philadelphicus). Panama: 1(10); 2(3);
4(1), Loftin, infra.

BrAack-AND-wHITE WARBLER (M niotilta varia). Mexico: 1(2), Ely
1973; El Salvador: 1(1), 2(1), Thurber and Villeda 1974, 1976;
Panama: 1(3), Loftin, infra; Jamaica: (10 returns, 25-month maxi-
mum interval), Diamond and Smith 1973.

SwainsoN’s WARBLER (Lemnothlypis swainsonit). Jamaica: (4
returns, 87-month maximum interval), Diamond and Smith 1973.

WoRM-EATING WARBLER (Helmitheros vermivorus). Mexico: 1(2),
Ely 1973; Jamaica: (14 returns, 64-month maximum interval),
Diamond and Smith 1973.

TENNESSEE WARBLER (Vermivora peregrina). El Salvador: 1(8),
2(1), Thurber and Villeda 1974, 1976; Panama: 1(3), 4(1), Loftin
et al., 1967; Loftin, infra.
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Parura WarBLER (Parula americana). Jamaica: (9 returns, 25-
month maximum interval), Diamond and Smith 1973.

Yevrow WaRrBLER (Dendroica petechia). Belize: 1(3), Nickell 1968;
El Balvador: 1(3), Thurber and Villeda 1974, 1976.

Maa~oria WARBLER (Dendroica magnolia). Mexico: 1(2), Ely 1973;
Belize: 1(1), 3(1), Nickell 1968; El Salvador: 2(1), Thurber and
Villeda 1976.

Brack-THROATED BLUE WAaARBLER (Dendroica caerulescens). Ja-

maica: (9 returns, 36-month maximum interval), Diamond and
Smith 1973.

TownseExp’s WARBLER (Dendroica townsends). El Salvador: 1(2),
Thurber and Villeda 1974, 1976.

Brack-THROATED GREEN WARBLER (Dendroica virens). Panama:
2(1), Loftin, infra.

YELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (Dendroica dominica). Belize: 1(1)s
Nickell 1968.

CHESTNUT-s1DED WARBLER (Dendroica pensylvanica). Panama: 2(1),
3(1), Loftin et al., 1967 ; Loftin, infra.

PraIRIE WARBLER (Dendroica discolor). Jamaica: (3 returns, 61-
month maximum interval), Diamond and Smith 1973.

OVENBIRD (Sedurus aurocapillus). Mexico: 1(2), Ely 1973; Belize:
1(1), Nickell 1968; El Salvador: 1(4), 2(1), Thurber and Villeda
1972, 1974, 1976; Panama: 1(2), 2(2), Loftin et al., 1966, 1967;
Jamaica: (9 returns, 48-month maximum interval), Diamond and
Smith 1973.

NorTHERN WATERTHRUSH (Seturus noveboracensis). Belize: 1(3),
Nickell 1968; Panama: 1(1), Loftin et al., 1966; Jamaica: 1(1),
Diamond and Smith 1973; Trinidad: 1(1), Snow and Snow 1960;
Venezuela: unspecified, Schwartz 1963.

Loutsiana WaTERTHRUSH (Seturus motacidla). Panama: 1(1),
Loftin, infra.

Kentucky WARBLER (Oporornis formosus). Mexico: 1(3), Ely
1973; Panama: 1(3), 2(1), Loftin et al., 1966; Loftin, infra; Karr
1971.

Mourning WARBLER (Oporornis philadelphia). Panama: 1(2), 2(1),
Loftin et al., 1966; Loftin, infra.

MacGiLuiveay’s WARBLER (Oporornis tolmier). Mexico: 1(1), Ely
1973; El Salvador: 1(2), 3(2), Thurber and Villeda 1972, 1976.

CoumoN YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis trichas). Belize: 1(10), 2(2),
Nickell 1968; El Salvador: 1(2), Thurber and Villeda 1974, 1976;
Jamaica: (9 returns, 33-month maximal interval), Diamond and
Smith 1973.

YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT (Icteria virens). Mexico: 1(4), Ely 1973;
Belize: 1(5), 2(2), Nickell 1968; El Salvador: 1(1), 2(1), Thurber
and Villeda 1972, 1976; Panama: 1(2), 3(1), Loftin et al., 1966,
1967.
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Hoopep WarBLER (Wilsonia citrina). Mexico: 1(1), Ely 1973;
Belize: 1(2), Nickell 1968.

Wirsox’s WARBLER (Wilsonia pusilla). Belize: 1(1), Nickell 1968;
El Salvador: 1(8), Thurber and Villeda 1972, 1974, 1976; Panama:
1(7), 2(1), Loftin, infra.

AMERICAN REDSTART (Setophaga ruticilla). Belize: 1(6), Nickell
1968; Panama: 2(1), Loftin et al., 1967; Jamaica: (15 returns, 37-
month maximum interval), Diamond and Smith 1973.

OrcHARD ORIOLE (Icterus spurius). Belize: 1(72), 2(16), 3(18), 4(2),
Nickell 1968; Honduras: 1(2), Nickell 1968.

SuMMER TANAGER (Piranga rubra). Honduras: 1(1), Nickell 1968;
Panama: 1(1), 2(2), Loftin et al., 1966; Loftin, infra.

RosE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (Pheucticus ludovicianus). Belize: 1(1),
2(1), Nickell 1968; Honduras: 1(1), Nickell 1968; Panama: 1(2),
Loftin et al., 1966 ; Loftin, infra.

Brur GrosBEAK (Guiraca caerulea). Belize: 1(1), Nickell 1968.

Inpigo Buxting (Passerina cyanea). Belize: 1(25), 2(1), 4(1),
Nickell 1968; Guatemala: 1(6), Van Tyne 1931; Jamaica: 1(43),
2(21), 3(12), 4(7), 8(2), Johnston and Downer 1968; Downer 1972.

PainteEp Busting (Passerina ciris). Mexico: 1(1), Ely 1973;
Belize: 1(4), Nickell 1968; El Salvador: 1(4), 2(1), 3(2), Thurber
and Villeda 1972, 1974, 1976.

Dickcissen (Spiza americana). Trinidad: 1(1), ffrench 1960.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Amateur and professional ornithologists, residing in or visiting
Panama and the Canal Zone, who collaborated with me in netting
and banding migratory birds there are too numerous to acknowl-
edge by name. I will generalize by expressing here my debt and
thanks to friends and colleagues from the Panama Audubon Society,
the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute, and the Florida
State University Center for Tropical Studies. A special word of
thanks is due to Eugene Eisenmann for his constant help and
advice.

LITERATURE CITED
Downeg, A. C. 1972. Longevity records of Indigo Buntings wintering in Jamaica.
Bird-Banding, 43:287.
Diamonp, A. W., anp R. W, Smita. 1973. Returns and survival of banded warb-
lers wintering in Jamaica. Bird-Banding, 44:221-224,

E1senManN, E. 1966. Comments on repeats and recoveries of migrants in Panama.
Bird-Banding, 37:286.

Ery, C. A. 1973. Returns of North American birds to their wintering grounds in
southern Mexico. Bird-Banding, 44:228-229.

FFRENCH, R. 1960. Dickecissels in Trinidad. Bird-Banding, 31:220.

Garinoo, P., axnp E. MeNDEZ. 1966. Banding of thrushes and catbirds at Almi-
rante, Panama. Bird-Banding, 36: 233-239.

JounsToN, D. W., aAND A. C. DowNER. 1968. Migratory features of the Indigo
Bunting in Jamaica and Florida. Bird-Banding, 39:277-293.



_ B
258] H. Loftin Bird Banne

Karg, J. R. 1971. Wintering Kentucky Warblers (Oporornis formosus) and a
warning to banders. Bird-Banding, 42:299.

LorriN, H., D. T. Rogers, anp D. L. Hicks. 1966. Repeats, returns and re-
coveries of North American migrant birds banded in Panama. Bird-Banding,
37:35-44.

Lortin, H., G. I. CHiLp, AND 8. BoNcI1orNO. 1967. Returns in 1965-1966 of North
American migrant birds banded in Panama. Bird-Banding, 38:151-152.
Nickerr, W. P. 1968. Returns of northern migrants to tropical winter quarters

and banded birds recovered in the United States. Bird-Banding, 39:107-116.

ScuwarTz, P. 1963. Orientation experiments with Northern Waterthrushes
wintering in Venezuela. Proc. XIII Intern. Ornithol. Congr., Vol .1, 481-484.

Snow, D. W., axp B. K. Snow. 1960. Northern Waterthrushes returning to the
same winter quarters in successive winters. Auk, 77:351-352.

TaurBer, W. A., aNpD Amanpa ViLLepa C. 1972. Some banding returns in El
Salvador. Bird-Banding, 43:285.

AND . 1974. Banded returns in El Salvador, 1972-73 season. Bird-
Banding, 45:58-59.
AND . 1976. Band returns in El Salvador, 1973-74 and 1974-75

seasons. Bird-Banding, 47:277-278.

Van Tyng, J. 1931. Winter returns of Indigo Buntings in Guatemala. Bird-
Banding, 3:110.

(Author’s note: Toward subsequent compilations of records, I would greatly
appreciate receiving notice of any additional published or unpublished reports
of North American migrant birds returning to tropical winter quarters.)

Research Associate, North Carolina Museum of Natural History, 920
Lake Boone Trail, Raleigh, N.C. 27607. Received 8 January 1977,
accepted 10 May 1977.



