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which itself was not more than 22 feet high. The nest of the kingbirds was
approximately thirteen feet from the ground and on a horizontal limb. The two
nests were not more than fifteen feet apart, the orioles’ being west of the kingbirds’
and on an angle of about 40 degrees.

The kingbird was clearly the second of the two species to select the tree as a
nest site, for its eggs had just hatched whereas the orioles were almost ready to
leave their nest. In this case then, the oriole, which has been known to ‘“do
battle’”” with the kingbird, permitted the latter’s presence in that small tree.
Considering the kingbird to be a jealous guardian of its nest tree, it would be
interesting to know whether it would tolerate a pair of orioles as the orioles had
tolerated it.

The second of these short notes concerns a pair of kingbirds nesting at Beaver
Kill, New York, five miles from Livingston Manor. Their nest was discovered
on June 19, 1941, when it contained three eggs. On July 6 these eggs were still
unhatched; four days later the nest was empty. At this later date (July 10) the
birds were still present, and one was seen perched about three feet from the nest
and on the same branch. They scolded when I climbed the tree, but did not
display conspicuously. Although there were two eggs in this nest on July 21,
only one cracked egg lay in it on July 29. Since the kingbird is said usually to
rebuild nearby if its first nest is molested or destroyed, this occurrence is unusual
in that the same nest was unsuccessfully used for two sets of eggs.
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A Simple Method for the Capture of Bank Swallows.—While earth was
being moved in the construction of an athletic field on the campus of Kent State
University, some fresh gravel banks were left exposed during the spring of 1939.
Many Bank Swallows (Riparie riparia riparia (Linn), and a number of Rough-
winged Swallows (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis serripennis (Audubon)) tunnelled into
these banks for a nesting site. Several students (Carl Rosenberger, Kenneth
Chiavetta, and Leslie Sheary), assisting the writer with bird-banding studies,
developed a simple technique for capturing these swallows for banding. One
person would stamp about over the top of the bank while one or more would stand
close by the tunnels. As the birds emerged as a result of the disturbance, they
were captured by the sweep of an insect net. Twenty-four Bank Swallows, half
of which were young birds, were captured in this manner. Two individuals were
recaptured. One Rough-winged Swallow was banded and recaptured twice.
R. B. Fischer described (Bird-Banding 13 (1) : 31-33. 1942) a similar method
for capturing Barn Swallows.—RarLrr W. DExTER, Kent State University, Kent,
Ohio.

Returns from a Nest of Banded Crows.—On May 18, 1941, we banded a
group of five crow nestlings (Coruus brachyrhynchos brachyrhynchos Brehm) in a
single nest in a tree at Bedford, Ohio. Twenty days later, on June 7th, one of
these birds (Biol. Surv. 39-520912) was shot in Cleveland. On September 24th,
eighteen weeks from the time of banding, two others (Biol. Surv. 39-520914 and
39-420916) was shot at Oxford, Ohio, some 225 miles southwest of Bedford. It is
interesting that the Oxford returns were made by a person from Bedford.—
Rarpa W. DExTER, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio.

Unusual Chickadee Returns.—On November 10, 1936 I banded two Black-
capped Chickadees (Nos. 35-5166 and 35-5168), the first at 3:15 and the second
at 3:30 p.M. Both these birds were retaken together at 8:15 .M. on September 15,
1941 and again at 3 p.a. March 5, 1942.  On each of the two last occasions they
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were secured in a cedar post trap. Are these birds a mated pair?—KATHERINE
G. Harping, Cohasset, Mass.

Attempt to Increase Number of Eggs in Clutch of Bluebird.—The
following experiment was carried out at Brooks School, North Andover, Massa-
chusetts, in order to determine whether an Eastern Bluebird (Sialia s. sialis) could
be induced to lay more than the number of eggs which it has been known to lay.
Forbush, (“Birds of Massachusetts and Other New England States”, 1929, 3 : 419)
gives the number as “3 to 7, usually 4 or 5.”

On April 30, 1942, of two eggs in Box 14, I removed one and marked with a
pencil the remaining egg. On the following day, May 1, there were three warm
eggs in the box, so I removed two, again marking the egg left in the box. Tt should
be noted here that one egg was left in the nest at all times to encourage the female
to continue laying. On May 2 there was in the box only the one marked egg.
However, on the following day, May 3, there were two cold eggs, so I removed
the marked one. For the next two days the one lone egg remained, and there
was no sign of the presence of the parents. On May 6 I removed the nest and
the remaining egg from the box, for it was obvious that the nest had been aban-
doned. A total of five eggs was laid.—Fraxcis P. Nasn, Jr., Brooks School,
North Andover, Massachusetts.

Repeats on Banded English Sparrows.—Between April 26 and July 24,
1941, ninety-nine English Sparrows (Passer domesticus) were trapped and banded.
They were captured in an ordinary sparrow trap placed on the roof of McGilvrey
Hall, Kent State University, Kent, Ohio. Fifteen repeats involving eleven
different birds were recorded. Eight were captured twice, two were taken three
times, and one trapped five times (three repeats). The number of repeats would
indicate that the English sparrow population was a local one living within a small
range. An average of 3.9 individuals were trapped each time birds were found
in the trap.

Band No. Dates of Capture
120994 5/12—5/15
136157 5/12—6/1
120995 5/12—7/19
120991 5/19—6/23
39-141517 6/7 —6/9
39-193327 7/3 —7/4
39-193334 7/5 —7/11
39-193331 7/5 —7/19
39-141512 6/7 —6/9 —6/27
39-193324 7/2 —7/4 —7/5
39-199841 6/10—6/13—6,/27—6/30
(at 10:30 a.M.
and 5 p.M.)

Trapping operations were resumed in late September but no English Sparrows
were captured before November 11. Until that time the birds ignored the trap
and bait. After the eleventh the birds consumed the bait in front of the trap
but for the most part would not enter it. A few entered the first compartment
but managed to escape through the entrance. Two more were trapped on Novem-
ber 16. For some time after that no other birds were captured. They were seen
around the trap but would not enter or escaped from the first compartment. The
trap was discontinued in early December.—RarLpr W. DexTrer, Kent State
University, Kent, Ohio.

A Purple Finch Recovery.—On January 23, 1938 Roger Branham banded a
male Purple Finch at Hingham, Mass., applying band No. 37-140424. The bird
was recovered by me April 7, 1941 at Cohasset, Mass. This is the first bird ever
recovered at our station from a neighboring town.—KaTHErINE G. HARDING,
Cohasset, Mass.

Two Records of Crippled Birds.—In trapping sparrows on the roof of



