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RECOVERIES OF COMMON TERNS BANDED
AT CHATHAM, MASSACHUSETTS
By Cuanves B, Frovn
I'r in interesting to record at this time the recoveries seenred

to dute from seventeen thousand Common and Roseate Terns
(Sterna hivindo and Sterna doungolls) banded ot Tern Islaned,

Chatham, Massachusetts, from 1924 10 1925 inelnsive,  Of the

above number, the great nimjority are Common Terns, and this
report is confined to this species only, ax no recoveries have
been received as yvet of the other species, T'wenty-one recove-
cries are reported from points in the United States and Canada,
and twelve recoveries are from lands bordering on the Caribbean
Sea, all voung-ol-the-year when banded. The faet that only
thirty-three recoveries have been made from seventeen thou-
sand banded birds shows the need of banding many thousands
more before satistactory data can be obtained concerning the
migrations of this species,

The twenty birds recovered in the United States ean be di-
vided into two gronps.  The first contains those taken at points
near the place of banding before the fall migration had begun
and during the period of wandering,  Terns were recovered i
the following plaees in Massachoasetts: Welltleet coway, Lynn,
Provinectown (two), Ruee Point, Chathamport ctwol, Seituate
(two), nnd Truro,  The following were seenred well north of
the home island:

No. 252200, banded July 70 1925, and recovered at Monhegan,
Mauine, Julyv 28, 1028,

N 3508528, banded July S, 1928, and recovered at Washimgton,
Muaine, Nggust 7, TN,

No. 677820, bunded July 7, 1928, and recovered “midway between
Windsor, Nova Seotu, and New York, probably off the Massaclnsetts
const,” on September 27, 1928, .

No. 404509, handed July 16, 1926, for some reason did not pove
south with the others and was picked up exhansted alving the nest
duyy at West Dentis cnext town to Chathamy on November 6, 1026,

The following recoveries show the Terns on their migration
journey

No. As0308, banded July 3, 1925, recovered at Mantalohing, New
Jerney, Nugust 20, 1928, )

No, SHASO, bynded JJuly 1, VS recovered at Smithtown, Long
Ealned, New York, Sogust 31, 10928,

No, 470020, banded July 1, 1925 pecovered ut Rachmond, Virginin,
September 20, 128,

No. 677872, handed July 7, 1928, recovered nt Neptune, New Jersey,
October D, TY2N,
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One record appears of a westerly migration and is that of
number 434325 banded at Chatham on July 7, 1926, and re-
covered August 1IN, 1928, at Conway Grove, two miles east of
Rondean Provineial Park, Lake Erie, Ontario,

The following cight records are of birds secured on the winter-
ing-grounds of the species: ‘

Nao. 676305, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, Julv 5, 1925, and
recovered at Miavaguez, Porto Rico, on September 14, 1928,

No. 678732, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, on July 10, 1925,
and recovered near Haina, Santo Domingo, on September 15, 1928,

No. 675752, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 3, 1925, and
recovered at Altamira Puerto-Plata, Santo Domingo, on September 23,
TU2N,

No. 6785193, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 9, 1025, and
recovered at Cape Hutien, Haiti, on September 27, 1928,

No. 676184, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 3, 1928, and
recovered at Carupano, Venezaela, South Ameriea, on October 10014928,

No. S3ISEY, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 6, 1928, and
recovered at Blanchisseuse, Frinidad, British West Indies, on Ovtober
25, 10928,

No, 676352, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 6, 10925, and
recovered a1 Carapane, Venezuela, South Amerien, on November 23,
142N, )

Noo 6714238, Bunded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 1, 1928, wnd
recavered at Rio Guagara near Para, Brazil, South Ameriea, December
13, 1028,

It ix evident from the foregoing records that the migration
is a strageling one, for on October dth there is a record of a
Tern in New Jersey, and on the 10th a bird was taken in Ven-
ezuela, South Ameriea.  On September Hth a recovery was
made in Porto Ricot on the 20th, one in Vieginin: and on the
26th, one on the island of Hait,

Four records now follow of recoveries made during May and
June of Terns on the species” wintering-grounds, birds which
were banded the previous July, At this time of the year these
birds theoretically should be very near or actually on their
nesting-grounds, hundreds of miles north, '

N, 403958, handed ar Chatham, Massachusetts, July 12,1026, and
recovered at Frein Beach, Frin, Trinidad, British West Indies, on May
10, 1927,

Nao. 133205, handed at Chatham, Muassachusetts, July 6, 1926, and
recovered at Black River, Morugza, Trinidad, British West Indies, on
May 25, 1027,

No. HH03 T, banded at Chatham, Massachusetts, July 13, 1026, and
recovered ju Salvera, Trimidad, British West Indies) on June 7, 1927,

Noo 135207, handed st Chatham, Massachusetts, July S, 1926, and
recovered i Chagoaramas, Urinidad, British West Tadies, on June 10,
1427,

These recoveries so far from the hirthplace of the birds give
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some support to the theory that this species does not breed
during the first year, but on the other hand these birds may
have been breeding on their wintering-grounds, for aceording
to Bent! and Forbush? Common Terns do breed oceasionally
on the coast of Venezuela.

During the summer of 1928 one hundred and sixty-five adult
Terns were trapped on their nests at Tern Island.  Included in
this number were five which were two or three years old. While
these recoveries are too few to have any real significanee, they
do give some slight support, subjeet to later “quantity trap-
ping.” to the theory that the Common Tern does not breed
during the seeond summer, or that they donot returnto the place
of banding during the second summer,

On the other hand, the following recovery should not be
overlooked.  No. 384216 was banded at Chatham, Massa-
chusetts, on July T 1923, and was recovered at the height of
the hreeding-season near the extremie northern limit of the
species’ breeding-range along the Atlantie Coast, at Little Fogo
Island, Newfoundland, a year later almost to the exaet day
of banding.  rom faets gathered to date, the question of
whether the Common Tern breeds the yvear after hatehing is
entirely a matter of conjeeture, and it ix the writer’s hope to
settle the question next year through an extensive trapping
of banded nesting birds,

While the above reeords do not contain all the information
desired, they suggest interesting possibilities,

Auburndale, Massachusetts,

NYNTEMA l 1C ORNITHOLOGY AND BIRD-BANDING
By Jamres L. PeTeRs

Sysrematie ornithology, as generally understood, eonxists
largely of the elassifieation of hivds; that is, first, the grouping
into orders, families, and genera, und ultvmptlnu to arrange
‘these groups, the =maller within the larger, in an ovderly se-
quenee that best expresses their relationships; second, distribu-
tion of the various groups, and the retinement of the species,
t.e. breaking the species into geographical units or subspecies;

! Bent, A C, Rulletin 113 1. X, National Museum, i\. 248,
* Forbush, 12 1L, Birds of Mussnchusetts and other New Englund States, Vol 1, p. 107,




