Northeastern Bird- Banding Association

GENERAL NOTES

Migrating Blue Jays. Dr. Lugene U, UfTord has had reported to him
by the Biologien] Survey the first recovery of a migrating Bhwe Jay (¢ pan-
ocitta e, cristat) made of a bird of thin species banded in New England of
which we have knowledge,  ‘Uhis bird, an adualt, No. 259271, was banded
by hinyin Auburndale, Massnehusetts, September 2, 1927, and was captured
at Cresskill, New Jersey, November 20, 1027

A second migration record of this race of the Blue Jay was reported by
Mr. Benjamin Shreve of a bird, Na. 324765, banded by him at Cotuif,
Massachusetts, August 25, 1927, which was taken at Cooleemee, North
Carolina, on the Piedmont Plateau, ahout 430 miles away, by Theodora
Hilliard, December 18, 1027,

These two recoveries are of great interest as they are the sort of things
that will in time tell us whether there is orderliness or lack of it in the
dintribution of this race throughout its wintering-range. that is, whether
the most northern birds ocenpy the northery portion of the wintering-area
and the more kouthern nesting hirds occupy the southern part of the winters
ing-nrea, or if the migrants are seattered at random within this ares

It has not been shown that Marsachusettc-nesting Blae Jays, for example,
migrate as a whole to more sonthern regions to pass the winter, thongh the

_nhove recoveries show that some individuals do so, nor have we evidensce

that the places of such migrating birds are taken by Blae Javs nesting to
the north of Massanehnsetts. It is very prohable, however, that a line
oxisty within the nesting range of the northern raee south of which no
regulne migration takes place, though an irregular ranging aboot of the
Blue Jay in winter-time is to he expected,

In addition to the above recoveries, the Technical Bulletin, No. 32, for
December, 1927, juat issued by the Burean of Biological Survey, records
three other Blue Jay recoveries of birds banded in the middle west.  These
are tabulated below:

Location of
No, | Banded by | Date Baniding | Recovery
Ntatson Date

314.’!25' i‘ll" R, | May 6,1 Whitten, | Jan. 22, s lmmum_utvly
Butler 1428, Towa 1426 Ark. south of Whitten,

111511 Frank July 8, | Rockport, | June 13, | Sabeths, | Recoveral approvimately 50 miles
Binchof 1924 10, 1926 Rans, routh of Roekport.

287513] Roland [June 16, ] Winnetks, | Dec. 10, | Sulphur | Recovers) about 400 milee a little
Willlams 1928 L. 1925 Rock, Ark, west of south of place of handing.

Of these five migration records, the three western show a movement
almost due south, whereas from New England the movement was south-
westerly, as would be expeeted on account of the trend of the Atlantic
~coart-line.  Blue Jay, No. 111511 appears to have nested well south of its
summer residence of two years efore. --C. L, W,

A Junco Return-3 and an Indigo Bunting Return-2.- -Mrs. Herlwert
Salmond, who operates a banding station at Westfield, Massachusetts,
reports the capture of & male Juneo (Junco h. hyenalix) for the third suc-
cessive winter season —a return-3. ‘This bird, No. 166654, was handed
October 31, 1925, ‘The returning dates are April 23, 1926, November 18,
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1920, and January 2, 1928. The bird, therefore, was at least three and
one half vears old on January 2, 1925,

Mra. Salmond also reporta a Return-2 Indigo Bunting (Passerina
cynnea), No. 157491, a bird returning to its nesting-grounds. The bird,
a male, was banded May 1K, 1925, returning May 20, 1926, and May 15,
1927 -a remarkably close accordance of datea. This is the second re-
corded return of this species to its nesting-ground within our territory, the
tirst heing a female reported by Professor Frederick A, Saunders at Kenne-
ik, Maine,see Vol 1, Nao. 3, p. 32 of our Bulletin,

Evidence of Migrating Groups of Tree Sparrows. -l.ast season
between February 28, 1927, and Mareh 23, 1927, 1 handed wo new T'ree
Sparrows, but from March 23, to April 15, 1 handed thirty-two new onea,
not one repeating during this period, and none has returned so far this
yvear.
©Om November 10, 1927, T banded my first fall Tree Sparrow and up to
the 2151 of November, 1 banded twenty-one. Not one of these has re-
repeated, though from the 21st on the repeats have heen numerona.  From
these records Leonelude that in the spring of 1927 1 handed a group moving
northward in migration, and that in the fall [ banded a group moving south-
ward in migration.  Murs. ANNIE S, Wieper, Westfield, Massachasetts,
Narch, 1925,

Nesting-Habits of Barn Owls. —-Mrs. Mabel Gillespie in the Marceh,
1928, Natwre Maomzine has an article entitled “Ghosts of a Water Tower,”
deseribing the feeding-habits of Barn Owls ( Aluco pratineola) which raised
a family in an old windmill.  The loeality is National Park, New Jersey
gouth of Camden on the Delaware River.  For several seazons hroods o
voung, ranging in number from five to seven were rised there, and all the
yvoung hirds were handed, also one adult female. The adults in one in-
stanece remained in the tower all winter during the daytime.  The voung,
however, in three recorded instances departed from the parental roof in the
fall and were shot, thus furiishing records of the closing events in their
hfe-lastories.  These three recoveries were as follows: No. 233485, handed
June 12,1925, was recovered August 20, 1925, at Somers Point, New Jersey,
fifty miles southeast of the old windmill. A second one, No. 233182,
banded May 20, 1925, of the same brood, was Killed on November 16, 1925,
six months after leaving the nest, at Wilmington, North Carolina, four
hundred miles =outherly of its birthplace.  The third bird, No. 332441,
banded November 14, 1923, was shot at Trappe, Marviand, on the eastern
shore of Chespeake Bay, on April 5, 1926, four months after leaving the
nest. These three records show an easterly or southerly dispersaland
alwavs to the seaconst.

© The following additional details of the handing of the Barn Owls have
been sent us by Mrs. Gillespie:  From 1924 to 1926, twenty-six Barm
Owls were banded in the tower, all voung birds but one, No. 204477, a
female banded May 5, 1924, This bird repeated on November 15, 1924,
and again on May 20, 1925, showing that it passed the winter at National
Park.  The remainder represented four broods, two of seven young each,
one hrood of six, and one brood of five individuals,

Mra. Gillespie also writes us of the fall nesting of Barn Owls in the old
tower, and of a second instance of this kind, the young leaving the nest,
which was built in a teee, shout November 20, 1927, and even as Inte an
March N, 1928, two of the brood were being fed by their parents, -'I'nk,
Fanrous.




