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interent, however, and his office at the State House has served
as a elearing house for bird banding information. His
monthly bulletin, “Items of Interest,” published by the
State Depurtment of Agriculture, contains notes of value to
bird banders in every issue, and he has also contributed to the
pages of the Bulletin of the Northeastern Bird Banding Asso-
ciztion, articles of much timely import,

It is theeefore most fitting that the Associntion, through its
Ofticers and Couneil, should extend to Edward Howe Forbush,
its heartiest congratulations and good wishes on the oceasion
of his approaching anniversary.,

TREE SPARROWS RETURNING RATIOS

BY CHARLES L. WHITTLE

IN past numbers of the Bulletin 1 have published so much
of the history of a year's eaptures of Purple Finches and Cat-
birds as is revealed by returns for a succession of years,  The
matter is discussed under the headings “Returning Ratios’’
and “Survival Ration.”  Nee the Bulletins, Vol. 11, No. 2,
P A9, and Vol THL Noo 3, pps 58 and 60, These eatios had

to do with species returning to their nesting-grovnds,

During the present winter seaxon (1927 28) 1 have secured
similar rtion of some interest of o species, the ‘Iree Sparrow
(Spizella . monticola), returming to its wintering-grounds, and
while the history is perhaps not completed for the present
geason (1927 28), it seems best to place the fuets on record.
This record is given in a condensed form in the following tuble:

Band Date of Returng in Returns in
No. Banding winler seagon winler season.

1926-27 102728
AINISS  Jan. 30, 1926 Jan. 12, 1927
A26625  Feb. 4,1926  Dec. 7, 1926 Jan, 29, 1928 Return-2
A20725  Feb, 5, 1026 Jan. 16, 1927 Jan. 29, 1928 Return-2
A26730  Feb. 8§, 1926 Jan. 290, 1928 Return-1
A26734  Feb. 6,1926 Dee. 8, 1926 Mar, 11, 1928 Return-2
A26739  Feb, 7, 1926 Jan, 16, 1927 )
A26784 Mar. 7, 1926 Jan. 16, 1927  Febh. 18, 1928 Return-2

The six returns-1 recorded in the winter season of 1026-27
represent fifty per eent of the twelve Tree Xparvrows banded
the previous season. It should be stated, however, that thir-
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teen birds were originully banded, though one did not survive
to go north with its associates,  Of the six returns-1 in 192627,
four were again recorded nn returns-2 in 1927 28, or 33.33 per
cent of the original number, and 66.66 per cent of the returns-1
recorded the previous season,  One return-1 was recorded in
192728 not recorded in 1926 27, so that at least 41.66 per
cent of the original twelve survived until the present season.,

These returns bring out the fact that this species strongly
tends to return each winter season to its wintering-place of
the vear before.  The ratios, of course, do not necessarily
mean that all of the original twelve Tree Sparrows that were
alive and could have come neeessarily did so, but this sort of
statistical data colleeted from many stations vear after year
will in time give much more dependable ratios than are avail-
able at present,

Bird-handing is rapidly aceumulating data showing that
nesting birds do indeed return to their old breeding-places to
nest, thus supporting the view long held by many, but it was
not expeeted that banding would show that birds also return
to their old wintering-places vear after year and there spend
the winter in a very restricted aren. Faeh vear’s banding
records, however, ndd to the list of xpecies possessing this habit,

Referenee has alrendy been made (see the Bulletin, Vol 11,
1027, p. 13) 1o the possibility that o fuilure to record Tree
Sparrows in winter-time ot o station during the sueceeding
wintering-seasons may not mean that the birds are not passing
the winter close to the station, as will appear from the following
expericnees: The present winter season at Colsset up to
Febraary 16, 1928, has been unusually warm and free from
from snow, no snow fulling until Januwary 20th. Had the
conditions obtnining up to that date continued throughout the
winter, it is doubtful if I should have had any returning Tree
Sparrows,  Up to January 29th, only one banded Tree Spar-
row had been seen at my station, and only on one or two
ocensions, but early on the snowy morning of the 29th six
Tree Sparrows appeared, among which were three sight re-
turns, a fourth one being identified a few days afterwards.
On the 15th and 16th of February the weather was again
warim and the ground was onee more free from snow, with the
result that no Tree Sparrows whatever came to- the station
during these days,  From these observations it appears fairly
certain that the returns were wintering close by, that they
were finding an ample natural food-supply available, and that
all the winter season previous to January 29th the birds had

- knowledge of the existenee of the food-supply st my banding
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station, “hu-h was immedintely visited when the thick mantle
of snow made their natural food-supply inadequate,

C'ohasset, Massachusetts
March 11, 1928

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY OF THE
NORTHEASTERN BIRD-BANDING ASSOCIATION

ALICE B, HARRINGTON

e record of birds banded during the year 10927 is a8
follows:

Number of birds banded 13,128
Returns tnken H23

Species having largest number of returns:

Purple Fineh 130
Chipping Sparrow (i
Tree Sparrow 58
Nong Sparrow . 49

Names of members who have banded the largest number of
birds and those having had the largest number of returns
during 1927

Name Stations No.  Re- Recor-
Banded turns  eries
Charles B. Floyd Chatham and Auburndale
Mass, 4791 4
William P. Wharton Giroton, Mass., and Sum-
merville, South Caroling - 950 39
Charles L. Whittle Cohasset, Mass, Ay 87!
Rev. George AL Allen W hitinsville, Mass. 482
Mrs. Helen G Whittle Peterboro,  New Hamp-
. shire 475 1o
Harry E. Woods Chester, Mass, Ah7 5
Rev. EFugene Goellner Manchester, New Hamp-
shire A 20
Allan Keniston Vineyard Haven, Masa, REX B |
George D LFustis Chilmark, Mass. 314 IS
Mrs L C Dunham W ellesley, Mass, 311 28

AMrs. Richard B Harding  Cohasset, Muass., and Hol-
Ahmuw New Hampshire 258 57

\h-\ Cora M. Teot New Haven, Conneetieut 20N
k. C. Weeks Sanbornton, New Hamp-
shire 230 22

N oand Mreeo Whittle's “returns’ comprise only those birds which between lnkim(l
miade their rensonsble migrations to their wintering or nesting grounds amd came back to
their pluce of banding.--F.piToR.




