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NOTE8 ON TIIE INVASION O1,' NEW ENGLAN!) 
AND OTIIEIt ATLANTIC STATE.g BY TIIE 

NO!tTItl,]RN SilltiKE !)URIN(I Till,; WINTER 
()F 1926-27' 

BY CIIAIiLEI• B. FLOYD 

T.•: oeeupatio. of Nvw Engl:m,I I,y the Northern Shrike 
(Lanius borc.lis) during thv winlvr of 1926-27. was so pr• 
11()11111N'd IllHi W{(II'•{)l'('1111 that ! ham'(, alh.mpted to obtain 
from the nwnlbvr8 of th(. Northeastern !{ird-l{amling A• 
eiation and a few I.tmh,rs in the coast St:tics I.tween New 
1,•nghmd and Virginia ihforlmtlion cmmevh.d with their stay 
that would throw light tll)()r• the ('IIlIS(' Of their coming :tml 

m thi• porli:m of lhvir wintvr 
I•il'd-l.t•MintK h.$ v•taldi•l.,d m:tny wldvly 

furnish •l:tl:t rv•:trdin• thv mira her of Northvrn Shrikes 
i)rcsvnl abOtlt their stati,,ns during this last inrasion. ()w.r 
thr('v hun,h'c,I aml thirty qu(.sliommin.s w(.r(. m:tih'd. and 
I'Vldh.s wvn. rv,'cix'c,I to ovvr on,. half (,f {hvln. }It 
to lhvs(' replh,•. I h:,,i lhv privilv•v of vx:tmini•,• .11 .f thv 
rvs!.m,h.m,v svn.{ to E. fl. I,'.rl.•sh last wi•h,r I,y his 
ol,svrvvrs. which xx':ns co•nsi, h.r:•l,h. and xx'hiH• ro•tlalm.d 

'l'hv r,.cords .f •,•,, ,,f 11.. ,,I,l(,sl observers, now a 
of thv Norlhc:•sl,,r• liird-lian(ling Associ:tlion, ('h:trh.s J. 

wittim' (,f INfii} 07 II,(,rv was :, i.'o;tml;wv•l i;,Ihtx (,f Norlhvrn 
8l,rilws. Ih, stairs Ihnl v.rly i•; {h,lol.,r Ih,d!.,11s 

?l,lish,,,I r(,,,,,r, ls sh,,w Ih.l Nvw I'h,•h•t,,I has 

•(,;,s(,•s Ihvy :,r(, s,,hl,,m svvn, I•ll lhtls far no 
{,xl,hm:,lion for Ihis Ihwlu:,li,,n it• mlml..rs Im• I•{.v. 

I0Y?, 

I,(,lJJtrftlt* I {,' • I•rlllJt N {r it,, (/.,{olu• l, I•{t/.r•cJ,t,,l{.) {r,•t• 
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•hrik(.,• hay(; I)(.(.• n()t(,(I i•l I•nll•llal •llm•l)(,r• dtlri•g th(. wi.t(,r 
jlt•l lill•(•(I (1•)2(I 27)hi M/lil.,, N(,.' !hlllll)hir(,, ¾(,rllll)lil, 

Ni,w ,l(,r•i,y, Ill Ill(, I•r(ivill(,( , ()f (•m,h(,(, thi,y w(,r(, 

It,il•illy I)l(,lllit'lll itl fll•11 •(wfi•)ll ()f fit(' 

hi ('()lini.cf•cilf :l wl,(,• •':ll'l•(.i', ()ci()l•(.r •i•f, Ill fh• . ]irl- 

(h:ll :lc('()l'tl•ng It) ll•s r(,ct)t'tl• flit, :lvt,i';ig(, lill:ll il:ll(,.()f fht,ir 
•l:ly hi fh•s SI:II(, i• April I()fh. 

()lily fw()I'(,ct)r(Is ()f flit, •l•gl';llll Slll'Jk(, w(,r(, 
Ih(, tirsl (•ll I)(wt,liih(,l' .I. 1•)21•, fi't)ltt I)1'. Ah,x•imh,r 
•lt •l:tl'yl;tlttl, :t I'•tl'(' ()('('lil'l'('ll('(' •lt litat Sf:tf(', 

J,•, t)l' t't)lll'•(', Itt)f •tll'l)l'•,•li •, t'()l' if i• tlJllit'.Jlf I.)•if•vi.ly fi) 
i,h't,lil'v if lliih'• llw I,ir, l• :ll'c il) haml. 

•1()•'1 (if lb(' 2ili•w(,i'•'r• r(,i.)rl (•il>' ()m, •hHkc t• :• •iv•,t• 
hw:ilily, hill if lh:ll •)•l(' w:i• (l(',ll'i•y('•l. am)lh(,l' (•fl(,tl l()(•k il• 
i)l:l('c. ()lily •cc:•i•:•11y •v:,• Ifil,f(, i)l()r(, 

Ilwi',, w:i• :• c()11('('llll'illi•)ll •)l' •lll:llh,r hird•. 

hy Ihi• •l)(,ci(,• which w•,l'•, C;ll)llll.(,•l I)()lh 

.hi.l•.. ;ili•l Ihll'l)}•, l.'ilich. •vhil,, lhr('•' i.,l'•),l• xaw 11w ('hick- 

lw(,•llv-.•i• ilidivi•hl:ll• .f I'(,•i•l(,•il• ()r willl•,l. vixil(•l'• lhlil, 
f•,11 vlclim• I•) lh(, •hrik•,. '1'•) lb(, li•l ()f •l.,ci•,• k•l•)w•l I•) 
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victim is despatched, it is carried to a t•e or shrub where 
i! can be securely Io(11•ed or impaled.• 

Opinions differ widely as Io lhe comparative ability of the 
Shrike and the Ilawk as destroye• of birda. It is certain 
lhat lhis SlS,cios hns not lhe skill in capturin• birds possessed 
])y l ln, ('oopiu.'s or Sharl•-shinn('d ]!awk or the Goshawk. 

The Shrike has two methods of attack. The first is a 
rapi(I, mwxpecl('d swoop downward upon lho inl(mded 
victim from n perch, If lhis is nol su(,c(,ssful, lh(, Shrike 
r(qm'ns lo its favorit(, post and wails for lhe (,xcit(mwnt 
eaus('d I)y ils I)r(,s(,nce to sill,side and I hen hi!lll('h('s all fl 
lipOil 111Jolh('r bird. Th(' olh(,r m(,thod in an ou*-an(I-out 
ellaN(', whi('h may I)rove suc(.(,ssful. My I•(q'•owal heli(,f 
lhal tho •hrike. whih, a,rapi(I flyer, cam•()* lm'w and 
in lb(, air, lhi(.k(q, or hedge, as readily n• lhe •malh,r bit(In 
on which il feeds. Snrl)rise avid ferocity are the chief fea- 
tures oi its Illlack. ()l)S(,l'vi, rs hnvc note(! thai Illally sll('h 
pursuits are Imsu(.(.(,ssfnl, lb(, Inn'su(,(I oulmamvnvring 
purstwr and (,s(.al)inff I)y do(lffin• (n' s(,cking refuff(, in a hoh,, 
thiek('l, or ahnosl any haven lhal (,all I)(, rcnch(,(I in tim(,. 

The qucsli(m was ask(,(! wh(,lh(,r or n()l lh(, Shrike cart'i(,d 
ils In'(,y in its bill or claws. The following at(, lh(, r(,i)li(,s to 
I hal qu('$1 ion: 

P(,mons ohserring llw use of hill in carrying l)n'y--Thirteen 

l•'•oll• oh•vrvin• lho u•e of I•lh in cnrr)'hxg p•,)', 

!)m'ing lh(, six monlhs from (h'l()l)er 1o Ai)ril, sixly*lwo 
8hrikes were rel)Orle(I (h,slroyed I)y Imnders, while eight were 
I•:ln(led and release(!. 

Norl hem Shrikes nrc 1)arli('ularly (h'sl ru('l ire and 
almnl a fce.linff ()r Imn(linff sialion •. Their au.laeilv is well 
known. Th(,v (Io IiOI hcsital(, Io seize tl hird n(,wl); handed 
wh(m it flies [r()tn lh(, I):m(hq"s hah(I, avid lh('y enl(q' a 11'al) , 
J)ar!i, I'OO!11, of hell-h()lls( , wilh al)•ohll(, !111('Oll('(q'11 whon 
birds (n' mice arc seen there. In lhe Ira l) lh(,y kill all the 
birds tlwrc I,ffor(, consi(teri•)g h()w lh(,y may cscal)e or pausing 
to (mi. A Shrike lhal was s('ell 1o t'lllt'l' all (q(,(,Iric-(,ar I)arn 
in Inn'suit of an English SI)lJl'l'()w killed all lh(' •Si):lrl'ows ill the 
I)arn, wilhoul thought of ils(,If or pausing Io eat any of its 
vi('lims. Auolh(,r $hrike chased an English Si)arrow inl(i a 
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ham, where the bird, ten'or-stricken. erawh.d into a erevi•.•,. 
The Shrike was unable to reach its victim, I•lt remai•'d :•!! 

ß day in the hnrn I)ef()r(. almnd()nirt• th(' ('hn•('. 
•VIl('ll ill•('l•t III)()• •h(' ('•tl)1111'(' of ils H('xl IH('fil. lh(' •hrike 

Ios(.• •dl s(,•ts(. ()f f(.•r (ff re:tit. Mrs. Ilieh:trd B. 1t:u'dirt• 
wril(,s 11mt •tl her slltli(•tt ill ('(•h:ts•('l, •l:•ss:•('husvll•. 
•hrik(' (h'"l)l)('d •ll)()n a lrlt I) in which lh(,r(. w(,r(. (dh(.r I,inl•. 

lh(, iutlwis.'d I•irds. :tn(l :thh.•r•h Mrs. !l:tr'•li.ff 

Ii1 il, Ih(, •hrike w.uhl n,•l h,:tv,, lite irttrn(.(li:tl,, 
When sh(' w(,•l I.t(,k i•tl• lh(, It•t•(', Ih(' •hrik(. i•-l:•rtlly 

Mrs. N, I •. Iliel)t..t., •t' N•wlh •li,ldh,l.,r•.t•l). •l:•le- lh:tl, 

hv Ih(, :d:tr'med •'.11s •d' :t •r'(.q) . ('hi('k:.h,es. •1)(' 
'"1 rush('d l() th(' •vittd.-lr':ty. :tr.l •ts i r)(':tr(,•l il. lh(. 5hriko 
th'w 1() :t r'(•s(, I,r:trt('h wilhilt Iw. :•rtd :t h:df fi.(,l •f rtt F 

nl lh(' Idr'd :tnd lt'i('d I- sc:tt'(, il I• F ser'(,:mfi•t•. The' I•inl ,lid 
Ilol IIl()V(' tlrtlil I w(,•tl (fi•l•i(h, :trtd Ih.•ri•h(,d :• l.w(,I. lhen 

whi('h w(,r(, fe(,dirtff :•1 Ih(, I t-:ty." 
('(.w(,r'rtittff the deslt'm'liv(,twss (ff •hrik(. :tl :t 

('()h:tss(.l. :• •hrik(' (.:trtu. i•tl. art :H)I)I(' 1•.(' jt•l (•v('r :l 
in which liter(' w(,r(, Ihr'(,(, .Jllll('(• :111d (;11(' '1¾•'(' •I•:11'I'•;W ill 
lh(' s(,('.rtd divi•i•.t -f lh(' Irwin. The •hrik(, lh,'tt I:t.,l(',l .rt lite 
1(• I) (•f Ih(' lr:•l), ffr'(':lllF t'ri•l)le•tirtff II., hir',l•. When lh(' 

(,rtl('t'('d Ih(' It: H) lhr'.uffh lh(, (l..r', ff•ittff •liv(.(.Ih' ittl. Ih(. 
(livisi-n which ('(ml:ti•n'd lhe I•it',l• :tt.I kilh',l 11te•t•. •;tt(, :lfl•'r 

lh(' •hrik(' r'(,:tliz(,d Ih:tl il wa• Ir:H•l)(,d :•ttd tri(',l 1(• ('s('Ul•' 19' 
(,litttldrtff :thotlt lhe lt':t I) :rs ,•lher I,ir'•l• (h). Th(.re was 

•rn:dl hit'ds .fl('•t r('m:•i•t m.li.rtl(,ss •r' "fre(.zv" •vh(.n 
•hvik(' is s('(,•. •s Ih(, F d():•t Ih(, I)t'('s('m'( ' (•f :• ll:t•'k. :t.,l lhe 
I Jills ('S('HI)(' PH]11 II1'('. 

I1 is .•r•(.sl('(I irt :• e(•rttrt•mtie:•l i-r• fr.tt Miss !l:•rt'iel I"l:•u•, 
()t' •l)r'itt•tiehl, Rl:ts•:tchtl•ell•, wh(• ()l•s('r'v('d :• •hr'ik(, kilt 
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n twig, lhal lhis bird did no! Slx,ml nil its little in search 
!.'oy. •he wriles, "! saw n Shrike fly aml run after a dry 
leaf which was hlown al)out hy lhe wind. The hird s(,enl(,d 

.•rthur M•)rh'y, of SWnml)SC•)ll, •l•lss:u,husett•, who kept 

I•inls previously kilh, d I)y th(, •hrike in n trap. All 
the five birds were enle•l ex(,el)t the wings, bill, mul tarsi. 

•}lr{ke would ejecl seYel'nl I•'11('ts wlfi('ll !111•:i•tli'(Ni •rolll Imlf 
•lil {lich Io11• (o o11• • :llld oll(,-•,{•]lth •11ch•'•. They 
t hl'ee-eiffht ll• t)f Jill illi'll ill tli:llllt,I er.I 

This interexli•sff nhervlilion i• •.onfinm'd hy !{ohert 
•ulilh, •)1' West riehl, M•iss:.'h.setls, who nl)serx'ed :• •hrik(, 
kill :red e:tl n Tree Slmrn)w willfin fifty feel nf I•is 
wiml.w. Th(. Shrike •.eul)ied ":m hnur or so" in 
il• •nenl, •t•.l when il had li.ished, m)lhi• remnim,d hul lhe 

lu,lh,t •imil:lr in :q)l)enr:lm'e lo Iho•e di•()r•('d by :• 11:•wk 
I hvl. 

it Im• I•(,e• •llff•e•h'd Ih:ll lhe •u.veme•sls •)f •hrikes 

•lU'Cie• UlU.• xvhi•,h Ihey prey hi winlet-lime, Imrlieul:.'ly 
l(edl)oll •md 11u' •i•ki., :red Ilmt lhey f.lh)w Ih.,k• 
I•inl• i.1o New !';n•hmd :sml f:srlher s(.•lh. I. order lo lest 

(hlrillff 1 lie •Villl I'l' Xl':l•011, I)lll I Ill' ( 'brill lllllx ('i•IiXIIXI•X 

•lllllllll'd tip, Ihvrc :ll)l)l':lrs ll) I)l, lilllv Io •111)l)orl Ihe view 

ililO •l,w ],;llffl:lllll i•f Iledl)oll•, •ixkiils, i)r other !11)rth(,l'11 
•l)l'('il'•, i•l lltlllll)el'X, a• will he •ee. I•>. lh(' folh)wi•iff 

U. Ill l{e,11•,11s very ahuudal•l. ('r,sshills and •hrikes ran,. 

1•114 l{edl•11• alul ('n•sshill• •{'arce. •i•kin• very ahmulant. •hrikea 
lieually well di•trihuh.d. 

1915 l{edp.1•, ('ro•hill•, a•ul •i•kin• rare. •brike• 
1•117 liedl•11• and n•rlhertl Isir, l• •,ner•lly ahunda•t. •hrik•,8 ram. 
191• l{edl•dl• aT•d northern hird• ran'. •hrikvs al•ilmlaut. 

Auk, Vol. XL, Jul)', 1(.)23, Pl). 
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HI20 !h,dpolls, Siskins, and (Trossl,ills unusually al.mdant. Shrik,.• 

!Ii22 Ih,dl.dls few, all norihern sixties scat'(.e. Shrikes very a!.mdaT.. 
!!J27 Ih,dl.•lls and Siskins scarce. Shrikes humerims. 

it will !)(, nol(,(I that only in 1(,)1.I w:ts :t visit(Jr frmn lh(, 
•()rlh (th(' Siskin) I)r('s('n! in nnnth(,rs :rs w('11 as Shrikes. an 
fi('('()l'(Jall('(' Io() infr(,(lU(,IJl l(i I)(. jud•('(I :rs olh(.r lh:llt :t 
coim'i,lcn(,(, in th(, f:tc(, of s(.v(u':d sPas*illS in whi,'h ill(' :H)l)(.:tr- 
IIlI('P of Shrik(,s ill J:lrg(' IIIIIIIIWI'S WIts wilholll Ifil infhtx of 
11e(11)olls. Siskius, (q,,.. as :tn almn,l:ml ac,',mq):u6m(,.l. I 
h:tv(' also been tin:tide Io link tl I) lhc I)r(,scncc her(, .f the 
(h'(.al Ilorn(,d ()wl alJd lit(' (h)shawk in wint(q' with the 
i)rcseu('(, of Shrikes, !h,(11).11s. and Siskins. 

Coml)arativcly few i)(q's(ms :tl)lWar to have h(,ard tl)(. bird 
sinff and know from (,Xl)cri(,nc(, the I)(,a•Iv of th(, song. The 
(,arlicsl dal(' on which the s()n• was he:lr•l is ()clohcr 21si lit 
('(mn('(qicul :ll lh(' Birdcraft S:u..lu:n'y in !:airily.hi. 
Frank Novak r(q)orl('d lb(' (d)s(q'v:tlioll. II may I,(. thai the 
WIII'111 w(':tlh(q' (lll lhis daY(' (qWOtll'age(I lb(' sil•ff.l'. for 

.l:•nn:tt'y until the 30th of the last n:mw•l m,•tlth. lh•rin• 
I,'('l,r•lary and March, fr,,m (',)nnc,'li,'ul 1. M:sh.,. the 
was h(.ard on various da•,.s. I.. Mcl. 'l'(.rrill in 
(':mad:t, I..ard •h('m sinff ,m •h(' 131h -f !"(.I,ru:•ry. :ll•(I wriies 
lhal I)y AI)ril 4•h lh(.y w(,r(. in f•dl s(mff. I•y far •hc 
IiIIllllwr o[ persons i'(qlll'llillff Ill(, (!•l(,sliot•liaire ,lid n(,l 
Ilw Shrike sinff a• all. A s•a•enu,n• ci)m(.s from Ilu,lyard 
lh•h(m ()f lhe Am('ric:ul Muscmii of Natm'al llislory lhal hc 

. heard lhcir "call holes" on I)ec(.ml)cr 27•h, buy t., 
(hw (ff lh(' in(lir(.cl I)(m(,tils lhal ('atl I)e crc.li•ed •. ICn•lish 

Sl)arrow4 is lhal lh('y ('oral)rise :t lar•c part of lhe f,)od 
which lh(' Shrike suhsis•s during •1.. (.old m,,n•h• when 
win•(,rinff in N(.w I.;nffl:... at.I I)(.c:u•s(. of the :d,ut.l:•nc(. 
lhis Sl):trrow, lh(' m()rl:fiilF :•monff other and m,)r(. u•('fuJ 
Sl)cci(,s is umloul,l(.dly 

1)m'inff lh(' warmer days. ('v(m in winl(.r tin... wh(.n 
sidcral)h. I)arc fifomid (.xisls, this species relllrns to ils tlorlnal 
food-SUPl)ly, which consisls of small rodents and ins(.cls. 
Aul,•m.lah,, Massach•:•.lls 
.Jnly, 1927 


