
The Wader Study Group has decided to initiate a project 
to provide updated information on breeding waders in 
Europe. The project, "Breeding Waders in Europe 200(7', 
has three objectives; 
ß to revise population estimates collated previously in 

Piersma (1986; Bulletin 48 $uppL); 
ß where possible to establish population trends - both 

within and across countries; 
ß and for any species with especially good data, to 

monitor population densities and trends on different 
habitats. 

To ease updating and analyses in the future it is planned 
to develop a "Breeding Waders Database", where data 
from.wader surveys and breeding biology studies can be 
collected and stored in a standardised way. 

The first year of the project was mainly used to establish 
an organisational structure. A network of national co- 
ordinators has been set up, at present covering most 
countries of Europe (below). 

The different phases of the project will be implemented 
separately. The first part, to be carried out during the next 
year, we have named: "Updating; best available 
population estimates". The breeding populations of the 
wader species are estimated as precisely as possible, 
based on the most recent available census data. 

The availability of new data since the fieldwork for the 
European Bird Atlas project and BirdLife International's 

"Birds in Europe" will vary from country to country. For 
some countries the first phase of the project will primarily 
be a repetition of figures from "Birds in Europe" with only 
few additions while in others an update will produce major 
new figures, either because of essential recent surveys 
since the data collection for the former projects, or 
because specialists involved in Breeding Waders in ' 
Europe 2000 were not involved in the other projects. 

This part of the project only involves population sizes, 
however, it is hoped to extend the project by collation of 
data on population trends and to compare population 
trends and densities on different habitats• 

The update should help to identify major gaps in 
knowledge of population sizes and their distribution in 
different countries. Also in this respect this part of the 
project may be seen as a step towards cataloguing any 
information available on the numbers and distribution of 

the species within each country. Such basic and accurate 
information of populations, core habitats and trends is a 
basic requirement for effective conservation. 

This "update" part of population estimates is planned to be 
completed this autumn. A workshop on this update will be 
held in connection with the Wader Study Group Annual 
Conference in V. Vedsted, Denmark on 11 August 1997. 
At this workshop data will be displayed and it will be 
decided how to conclude this phase of the project. 

People who have unpublished data on recent country-wide 
or regional surveys of breeding waders are invited to 
contact the relevant national co-ordinator. National co- 

ordinators are listed below. 

Ole Thorup, Mark O'Brien and Nicola Baccetti 

NATIONAL CO-ORDINATORS 

Greenland & Ellesmere Island: Hans Meltofte*, Danish Polar Center, Strandgade 100 H, DK-1401 Kebenhavn K, 
Denmark (Tel: +45 32 88 01 34 /priv: +45 31 35 27 87 - E-mail: Mel@dpc. dk) 

Faroe Islands: Scren Scrensen, Bratskowej 5, DK-2720 Vanl•se, Denmark (Tel: +45 38 71 22 43) 

Ireland: Simon Delany, Irish Wildbird Conservancy, Ruttledge House, 8 Longford Place, Monkstown, Co. Dublin, Ireland 
(Tel: +++ (01) 2804322; Fax: +++ (01) 2844407) 

U.K.: Mark O'Brien*, RSPB, 17 Regent Terrace, Edinburgh EH15 2BH, U.K. (Tel: +++(0)131 557 3136; Fax: +++(0)131 
557 6275) 

Norway: Karl Birger Strann, NINA, Storgt. 25, N-9005 Troms½, Norway. (Tel:+47 77 60 68 90/81, Fax:+47 77 60 68 82, 
E-mail: nintkbs@tromso.npdar. no (priv. Tel:+47 77 65 74 42) 

Sweden: Paul Eric Jbnsson, Dept. of Ecology, Lund University, S-22362 Lund, Sweden. (Tel: +46 46 222 88 52 - Fax: 
+46 46 222 47 16 - E-mail: paul-eric.jonsson@zooekol.lu.se) 

Finland: Mikko Ojanen, Turku University, Satakunta Env. Res. centre, Konttorikatu 1, SF-28900 Pori 

Denmark: Ole Thorup*.*, V.Vedsted Byvej 32, V. Vedsted, DK-6760 Ribe, Denmark (Tel: +45 75 44 52 06) 

Estonia: Agu Leivits, Aia st. 22-18, Kilingi-NOmme, EE-3622, Estonia (E-mail:agu@nigula.tartu.ee) 

Latvia: Otars ̧permanis, Museum of Zoology, Kronvalde Bulv. 4, Riga LV 1842, Latvia 
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Poland: Jadwiga Gromadzka, Ornithological Station, Nadwislanska 108, 80-680 Gdansk 40, Poland 

Russia: Pavel S. Tomkovich and Elena A,. Lebedeva; Pavel S..Tomkovich, Zoological Museum of the Moscow 
Lomonosov State University, Herzen Street 6, Moscow, 103009, Russia; Elena A. Lebedeva, Russian Bird 
Conservation Union, apt. 110 MPGU, Kibalchicha Str., 6, building 5, Moscow 129278 Russia (Tel/Fax: +7 095 
283 12 02 - E-mail: rbcu@glasnet. ru). A Russian working group will translate the project form and other 
material into Russian and distribute these to wader workers in Russia, Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova and 
Kazakhstan. 

Romania: Peter Weber, str. Kogalniceanu 19, 3125 Medias, Romania (Tel & Fax: +40 69 814 036) 

Bulgaria: Assen Ignatov, Bulgarian Society for the Protection of Birds, 1172 Sofia, POB 114 Dianabad, Bulgaria. 
(Tel/Fax: ++ 0359 (02) 620 815) 

Turkey: E.S. Kira(•, PK 245, Yeni_ehir, 06443 Ankara, Turkey 

Greece: George Handrinos/V. Goutner, Min. of Agriculture, Dept. of Nat. Parks and Wildlife Management, 3-5 
Hippokratous str., 10164 Athens, Greece (Tel: +++ 3606901; Fax: +++ 3635359) 

Albania: Taulant Bino, c/o Tour du Valat, Le Sambuc, F-13200 Aries, France 

Hungary: Gydrgy Szimuly, V•rtesszblbsi Ut 7, H-2890 Tata, Hungary. 

Italy: Nicola Baccetti*, Istituto Nazionale per la Fauna Selvatica, Via Ca'Fornacetta, 9, 1-40064 Ozzano Emilia/BO, 
Italy. (Tel: +++ 51 79 87 46 - Fax: +++ 51 79 66 28) 

Czech Republic: Miroslav E. S•lek, Dept. of Ecology, Faculty of Forestry, Czech Agricultural University, CZ-165 21 
Praha, Czech Republic (Tel: +42 2 338 2854 - Fax: +42 2 32 58 63 - E-maih salek@les.vsz. cz) 

Switzerland: Hans Schmid, Schweizerische Vogelwarte, CH-6204 Sempach, Switzerland. (Tel: +++ (0)41 462 9700- 
Fax: +++ (0)41 462 9710) 

Germany: Georg Nehls, NABU Institut fdr Wiesen und Feuchtgebiete, Goosstroot 1, D-24861 Bergenhusen, Germany 
(Tel: +49 4885 570 - Fax: +49 4885 583) 

Netherlands: Arend Jan van Dijk, SOVON, Rijksstraatweg 178, NL-6573 DG Beek-Ubbergen, The Netherlands (Tel: +++ 
85 82 06 40 - Fax: +++ 8895 48 188) 

Belgium: Patrick Meire, Instituut voor Natuurbehoud, Kiewitdreef 5, B-3500 Hasselt, Belgium 

France: Bernard Deceuninck, LPO, La Corderie Royale, BP263, 17305 Rochefort cedex, France 

Spain: Alejandro P•rez-Hurtado, Dept. Biologia Animal, Fac. Ciencias del Mar, Pol[grono, Rio San Pedro s/n, SP- 
11510 Puerto Real (Cadiz), Spain. 

Portugal: Rui Rufino, CEMPAJlCN, R.Filipe Folque 46, 5 ø, P-1900 Lisboa, Portugal 

Canary Islands: Juan Antonio Lorenzo Gutierrez, Departamento de Biologia Animal, Universidad de La Laguna, 38206 
La Laguna - Tenerife, Islas Canarias, Spain. 

* ' member of the Project Steering Group 

**: Project Co-ordinator 
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