
more common during migration periods than in winter 
(Gallagher & Woodcock 1980; Uttley et aL 1988). 
Furthermore, population turnover can be significant as 
migration is not synchronous within a species. It is likely 
that the number of waders using Barr al Hikman as a 
migratory stop-over is at least as great as the numbers 
wintering. 

The large number of birds present in this region, and their 
roosting habits, coupled with its great extent and difficulty 
of access make accurate counts extremely difficult. 
Sample counts of areas such as Barr al Hikman cannot be 
assumed to provide an indication of the species and 
numbers present, especially when we have very little 
knowledge of how sites and habitats are used by different 
species. If shorebird populations in the middle-east are to 
be assessed and monitored, extensive counts by relatively 
large teams of experienced observers are essential. 

In summary, we found the shores of Barr al Hikman to 
hold internationally important numbers of shorebirds - 
notably Crab Plovers, sandplovers, Bar-tailed Godwits, 
Dunlin and Redshank. In addition it is the westernmost 

significant wintering site yet discovered for Great Knot and 
may hold significant numbers of Slender-billed Curlew. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris breed in eastern Siberia 

and •inter principally in northern Australia (Hayman et al. 

1986), where recent surveys have found over 250,000 
(Lane 1988). Their migration appears to take them very 
largely through the Philippines and New Guinea (Hayman 
eta/. 1986). Considerably smaller numbers are regularly 
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