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Table 1. Relative masses of primary wing feathers of waders. 

Primary number 
species 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Source 

Grey Plover Charadrius squatarola 3.1 4.0 5.1 6.8 8.4 10.5 12.7 14.6 16.3 18.5 

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 4.1 4.9 6.0 7.7 9.4 11.0 12.1 13.5 14.8 16.5 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 3.8 5.0 6.3 7.5 8.8 10.7 12.2 13.9 15.3 16,5 

Bristle-thighed Curlew N. tahitiensis 4.0 5.0 6.1 7.6 9.2 10.9 12.2 13.5 15.1 16.4 (a) 

Redshank Tringa totanus 5.0 5.7 6.7 7.7 9.1 10.6 11.8 13.1 14.2 16.1 (b) 

Greenshank T. nebularia 4.4 5.1 6.0 7.3 8.8 10.4 12.1 13.7 15.3 16.9 

Turnstone Arenaria interpres 4.2 4.7 5.9 7.2 8.7 10.4 12.0 13.7 15.4 17.9 (c) 

Knot Calidris canutus 3.9 4.5 5.5 7.1 8.6 10.6 12.3 14.0 15.7 17.8 (d) 

Sanderling C• alba 3.9 4.6 5.4 6,8 8.3 10.2 12.0 14.2 16.0 18.7 (e) 

Little Stint C. minuta 4.4 5.2 6.1 7.3 8.6 10.3 12.0 13.7 15,4 17.1 

Purple SandpiperC. maritima 4.4 5.0 6.0 7.0 8.6 10.2 11.6 13.2 15.5 18.5 

Dunlin C. alpina 4.0 4.9 5.7 6.9 8.5 10.2 11.8 13.7 15.8 18.4 (f) 

Curlew Sandpiper C. ferruginea 4.0 4.7 6.0 7.3 8.8 10.3 12.2 13.9 15.3 17.6 

Average m i 4.1 4.9 5.9 7.3 8.8 10.5 12.0 13.7 15.4 17.4 
Sources: (a) Marks in prep.; (b) Summers eta/. (1983); (c) Summers eta/. (1989); (d) WCWSG unpubl.data; (e) Underhill & Zucchini (1988); 
(f) Kania (1990), in litt.. 

Table 2. Recommended factors for converting moult scores for individual feathers to proportion of feather mass grown. The motivation for 
these values is given in Underhill & Zucchini (1988). 

Score s Proportion grown p(s) 
0 0 
1 0.125 
2 0.375 
3 0,625 
4 0.875 
5 1 

Table 3. Worked example of the procedure for transforming a moult score recorded as 5554310000 to PFMG. 

Primary i Relative mass m(i) Score s i Proportion grown P(si) • x P(si) 

1 4.1 5 1 4.1 

2 4.9 5 1 4.9 

3 5.9 5 1 5.9 

4 7.3 4 0.875 6.4 

5 8.8 3 0.625 5.5 

6 10.5 1 0.125 1.3 

7 12.0 0 0 0.0 

8 13.7 0 0 0.0 

9 15.4 0 0 0.0 

10 17.4 0 0 0.0 

PFMG = 

10 

• mi p(si) = 28,1% 
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