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Sightings of colour ringed birds show that 
Avocets from the Wadden Sea may spend 
their winter as well in the Tejo estuary in 
Portugal as in the delta of the river Senegal 
in west Africa. Both wintering sites differ 
fundamentally in habitat structure and stabil- 
ity of the food supply. 

In the Tejo estuary the c.10,000 Avocets 
wintering on the site find a very stable and 
diverse food supply each year with a 
minimum biomass of about 6g AFDW/m 2. 
The feeding activity on the mudflats is ruled 
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water after the rainy season in s 
they then dry out until the following 
February. Prey (mainly Chironomid larvae) 
and predators (waders and flamingoes) 
concentrate in a few sites. This is especially 
the R•seve du Faune de Guembeul, where 
the salinity increased from 5.2% in Novem- 
ber to 16.0% at the end of January. The food 
biomass. decreased in the same time from 
4.2 to 0.12 AFDW/m 2. Avocets fed day and 
night on the lagoon. They had to leave the 
region by the beginning of February. Due to 
insufficient rainfall there is not any suitable 
habitat available in some years. Colour- 
ringed Avocets from the Waddensee were 
under represented. 

The hypothesis that the Avocets reached the 
carrying capacity of the Tejo estuary is 
discussed. 
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