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should be no. 8, of both wings. The best Dick,W.J.A., Piersma,T. and Prokosch,P. 1987. 
collection method is to pull them out. A Spring migration of the Siberian Knots 
secondary result of the analyses would be Calidris canutus canutus: results of a 
greater insight into the whereabouts of the co-operative Wader Study Group project. 
Nearctic Knot populations. In particular a Ornis Scand. 18: 5-16. 
comparison between icelandic and Norwegian Goede,A.A. and de Bruin,M. 1984. The use of 
spring samples would be of interest in this bird feather parts as a monitor for metal 
respect. 
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SHEPODY BAY, BAY OF FUNDY: THE FIRST HEMISPHERIC SHOREBIRD RESERVE FOR CANADA 

by Peter W. Hicklin 

In the latest Wader Study Group Bulletin which read in part: 
supplement (No. 49, IWRB Special Publication 
No. 7) Myers et al. (1987a) described the 
"Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network" 
and its role as a shorebird conservation 
strategy (see also Myers et al. 1987b). A few 
months following its publication a significant 
event took place in the development of this 
conservation initiative as a new member site 
formally claimed membership in the network. 

On 8 August 1987, Mrs. Pauline Browes, 
Parliamentary Assistant to Canada's Environment 
Minister Tom MacMillan, Mr. Malcolm MacLeod, 

SHEPODY BAY: INTERNATIONAL SHOREBIRD 
RESERVE 

Shepody Bay is Canada's first Western 
Hemispheric Shorebird Reserve recognizing 
its importance to over one million 
shorebirds which annually stop en route 
from Canada's Arctic to South America. It 
is also recognized as a Wetland of 
International Importance under the Ramsat 
Convention (1971). 

Provincial Minister of Natural Resources and This symbolic event by public officials was 
Energy (New Brunswick) and Mr. Stanley Malone, witnessed by over 200 invited guests, members 
Head of the Suriname Forest Service, unveiled a of the media, and about 50 000 Semipalmated 
bronze plaque at Mary's Point in Shepody Bay Sandpipers Calidris pusilla roosting within 
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50 m of the proceedings. This launched Canada's 
first and North America's second reserve of 

hemispheric importance dedicated specifically 
to the conservation of migrant shorebirds. 

The network has defined two types of reserves: 
hemispheric sites which must contain 250 000 
birds or at least 30% of the flyway population 
of a species, and regional reserves require 
20 000 birds or at least 5% of the flyway 
population to attain this designation (see 
Myers et al. 1987a, 1987b for more details as 
to how the reserve system functions). 

Canada's formal participation in this network 
has prompted further site designations and 
initiated searches for others which may qualify 
as hemispheric or regional reserves (see Butler 
and Kaiser 1988, Dixon and Smith 1988, this 
Bulletin). In 1988, the Southern Bight, Minas 
Basin, Bay of Fundy was listed as a new Ramsat 
site and which in August 1988 will become a new 
sub-unit of a larger Bay of Fundy Hemispheric 
Shorebird Reserve. 

The presence and participation of Mr. Stanley 
Malone of Suriname in the August ceremonies at 
Mary's Point was especially significant. The 
banding and survey work of Dr. R.I.G. Morrison 
(see Morrison 1984) had clearly indicated that 
Semipalmated Sandpipers migrating through James 
Bay and the Bay of Fundy were most likely the 
same birds that overwinter along the muddy 
coast of Suriname. All those involved were 
especially pleased when Mr. Malone arrived in 
New Brunswick with a proposal for the Canadian 
government's consideration. Based on this 
document, and by the time all the officials had 
arrived for the dedication ceremony, a final 
Memorandum of Understanding was agreed which 
read in part: 

The Canadian Wildlife Service of the 
Department of Environment, Canada, and the 
Suriname Forest Service, Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Energy, Suriname, 
agree to the twinning of internationally 
important habitats that will become part 
of the Western Hamisphere Shorebird 
Reserve Network. Specifically, the parties 
agree to twin the Mary's Point Section of 
Shepody National Wildlife Area (1200 
hectares) and Shepody Bay (12 000 
hectares) in New Brunswick, Canada, with 
the Coppename River Mouth Nature Reserve 
(12 000 hectares) and the Wia-Wia Nature 

Reserve (36 000 hectares) in Suriname. 

The memorandum ended with the declaration: 

In signing this Memorandum of 
Understanding, we affirm our intentions to 
work for the future generations of this 
important resource we share. 

The document was signed at the dedication 
ceremony by Mr. Jean-Francois Martin (Acting 
Director General, Canadian Wildlife Serice) and 
Mr. Stanley Malone. This event was an 
auspicious beginning to Canada's participation 
into this international conservation network 

dedicated to the preservation of shorebird 
populations shared by many New World countries. 
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