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BTO SI/RVEY OF •ING WADERS C• WET MEADOWS 

by R.J. Fuller 

Wet meadows on alluvial flood plains are probably the most threatened habitat in lowland Britain. The rate at which 
they are disappearing through the effects of land drainage is a cause for great concern. Breeding waders such as Snipe 
Gallinago gallinago and Redshank Tringa totanus which were once widespread along river valleys are becoming extremely 
scarce birds in many of the English lowland counties. 

In order to cc•,ent effectively on drainage matters, conservation bodies must hold good information on the wildlife 
interest of each river valley and the remaining areas of unimproved grassland within it. In the case of waders we 
ideally need to know the size of breeding populations in different catchment areas as well as the precise localities 
which hold high densities. The BTO, with the full backing of the Nature Conservancy Council and the RSPB, is organising 
a project which hopefully will provide information of this type. 

Pilot study fieldwork will be carried out in 1981 in two counties (Hereford & Worcester and Suffolk) with a view to 
launching the project nationally in 1982. Four 'key species' have been chosen: Lapwing Vanellus vanellus, Snipe, 
Curlew Numenius arquata and Redshank. The aim is to obtain estimates of the numbers of breeding pairs of these species 
on selected sites and also to encourage more extensive coverage of river valleys. Information on other wet meadow 
species, such as Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava and Shoveler Anas clypeata, will be welcomed. Standard recording 
cards will be available and if you would like to try these out on your local areas, or if you can help with the 1981 
pilot survey in either of the counties mentioned above please contact: R.J.Fuller, BTO, Beech Grove, Tring, Hertford- 
shire (phone Tring (044282) 3461). 

R.J. Fuller, British Trust for Ornithology, Beech Grove, Tring, Hertfordshire, HP23 5NR, England. 

LIST OF Mt•4BERS - Changes since Bulletin 29 

New hember s 

Burgess,J. P.C. 
Chase III,C. 
Filbrandt,U. 
Hills,S. 
Howell, L. 
Hussain, S .A. 

Lovvorn,J.R. 
Mullie,W.C. 
Pampush,G.J. 
Sirkia,J. 
Strand,Dr.A. 
Van Gessel,F.W.C. 
West,G.C. 

Changes 

Anderson,K.S. 
Beintema, A.J. 
Buxton,N.E. 
Clark,H. 
Donald,M. (formerly 
Famous,N.C. 
Hicklin,P.W. 
Jensen,N.O. 
Lank,D. 
Mallory,Ms. E.P. 
Martin,P. 
Mes,R. 
Miller,E.H. 
Pitelka,F.A. 
Pringle,S. 
Rynn,Mrs. S. 
Savard,J-P. 
Sunmers,Dr. R. 
Sutcliffe,S.J. 
Th•venot,M. 

Resignations 

42 St Keverne Square, Kenton Bar, Newcastle-upon-Tyne,NE5 3YJ, U.K. 
Denver Museum of Natural History, City Park, Denver, CO 80205, USA. 
Lappstrasse 12, 3403 Friedland/Gross Schneen, Germany. 
Burke Museum, DB-10, University of Washington, Seattle, WA98195, USA 
c/o POBox 144, Kieta NSP, Papua New Guinea 
Project Scientist, Avifauna Project, Bombay Natural History Society, Hornbill House, Shahid Bhagat 
Singh Road, Bombay 400 023, India 
Dept. of Forestry and Nat. Res., Forestry Building, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Indiana 47907,USA 
Herberdsland 66, 4337 CP Middelburg, The Netherlands 
Box 239, Umatilla, Oregon, 97882, USA 
Toukolantie 7, 15880 Sora•ki, Finland 
Sveriges Ornitologiska Forening, Runebergsgatan 8, 11429 Stockholm, Sweden 
15/172 Brunker Road, Adamstown, NSW 2289, Australia 
Institute of Arctic Biology, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, AK 99701, USA 

RFD 2, 22 Winter Street, Middleboro, Mass 02346, USA 
Willem de Zwygerlaan 15, 3941GA Doorn, Netherlands 
42 Aird Tong, Isle of Lewis, Western Isles, UK. 
18 Vansittart St., Wick, Caithness, U.K. 
Skeel,M.) 7648-172 St., Ed•Dnton, Alberta, T5T 0J6, Canada 
Box 428, RFD 1, Machias, Maine 04654, USA 
Canadian Wildlife Service, PO Box 1590, Sackville, NB EOA 3CO, Canada 
Stenstrupsgade 9, 9900 Frederikshaun, Danmark 
Biology Dept., University of North Dakota, Grand Forks, ND 58202 USA 
Dept of Biology, Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio 43022, USA 
Program in Biological Sciences, 202 Bunnell Bldg, University of Alaska, Fairbanks, AK 99701, USA 
Welderiugsstrjitte 25, 9035 CX, Dronryp, Netherlands 
Vertebrate Zoology Division, B.C. Provincial Museum, 675 Belleville St., Victoria, BC V8V 1X4, Canada 
PO Box 9278, Berkeley, CA 94709, USA 
26 Morris Road, Lewes, Sussex, BN7 2AT• U.K. 
32 Eccleston Street, Wigan, Greater Manchester, U.K. 
Canadian Wildlife Service, POBox 340, Delta, BC V4K 3Y3, Canada 
MAFF, Worplesdon Lab., Tangley Place, Worplesdon, Guildford, Surrey, U.K. 
Eaton Cottage, Lydstep, Near Tenby, Dyfed, U.K. 
Station de Baguage du Maroc, Institut Scientifique (Zoologie), Avenue Ibn Batouta, BP 703, 
iRabat Agdal, Morocco. 
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