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Jhe colour-ringing of Rinzed Plovers in W singland,; described in
7sG Dulletin No.9 (September 73 ), is continuiag. Iihile this is
nainly conecerned with a behevioural and ecolosical study, sightings
21 chese birds in ovvher areas are exirenmely valuable and we are

vory nrateful for those already reported. The number of birds
rainced in the past yeer was greater than in preceding years and we
cre nopeful of more sightings. wvetails of date, locality, »ositicnn
cad coldurs of rings ond any othor relevant information should be
sent to Mike Pienkowski,(address on Page 1). Chscrvers will be
intormed of ringing detellse.
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reter Seras and llarry Green.

With few excentions, we know relatively little about British and
Irish breeding waders. wWhat 1s the exact distribution, habitat
oreference and popul~tion size of each spec.es:  Jhat are their ball,
wing and tarsus measureiments? owhere do they winter?Y ITn a eountry
tiiat hes made major international contributions to the study of
aders, wmany of these guestions remain cubarassingly unansvered.

s3w neople have studied our hreedins waders. .Xceptions are
Jetvhersole-~Thompson's (1951~l975) worlk on Grecnshanks and Dotierel

10 Scotland, Oystercatcher studies by Harris (1967) and olhcrs,

Jim wilson's unpublished prelininary study of Mebridean Ringed
slover, Lapwing, Dunlin and Oystarcatchoi, and currens worlt on
itcdshanks by Bill Hale and his collcagucs, nud on Ringedl UVlover by
mike Pilenkowski. In spite of bthese mood horinnings o conceitiod
cliort is nccded to ring, weish and mecasurc brecding adultbts bo
croovide bagic inforaation for compurison with the cscellenc data
clready collcecied from nigrant, wintering and some oversens populat oo,
It is not on easy toask since bhreeding adults canl only boe caught one
at a time, and even this reguircs patiencec. the fact that cvery
breeding adult measured is worth pernaps a hundred uncasured on
Alsration or in winter, provides some congolation. ve set out

oelow some basic catching techniques Tor use in breeding areas. uv
exnerience has been gainced, ironically cnough, in north-cast Greenl. .
but we hope it will prove of value nearer home.

Locating nesits and young

Random seurcining Tor either nests or young in suitable arcos is
segldom of any real value. 4o few way e found in this way. 4n
adult bird which is awarc of the observers' vresence will rarcly
stand anywhere ncar the noest, so a scorch in o arca whero a bied
hns vecn standing 3is an even rooter waste of timcs  tYhe most
useful gtoadara method is to walk systematically across suitablce
habitat until a bird is flushed (o bird lushed Lo a nest usually
rises wueh later than onc, lfor crample, <ceding), and then Lo rebivo
to cover, as far away as possible, anl avaltc ito rcturne Wit shy
species wilch flush casily the problem is retrcating rar cnough
o allow the bird to return but to still be within binocular rongc.
With species which sit tight, the problem is rettineg them to risc
at all, and in this case a lengtin of rope held strctched between tvo
neople and dragged systemotically ecross the ground often hHroves

& car 1s an cxcellent hide for

useful, I some ports of Pritain
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