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COLOUR MARKING -

During the past few years several comments have been made in editorials
about colour ringing and colour dyeing schemes. The situation is now,
almost totally chaotic with international schemes cutting across
national ones and local ones - and vica versa. Colour ringing and
colour dyeing are both very useful techniques which can and do result
in important information being discovered.

It is essential that INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION takes place otherwise
many schemes may be rendered useless. Everyone I have spoken to in
Britain and elsewhere acknowledges this but what happens when they
want to colour mark is different!! ' In this bulletin Harry Green has
described the possible confusion with two schemes. The BTO has learnt
of another suhcii2 in the arctic which could affect long term results of
studies in Greenland and western Europe. :

The WSG is prepared to publish regular bulletins on colour marking
schemes in progress (like the one in B.D.R. in this bulletin) and give
advance notice of <ther intended schemes. This can only work if
everyone informs us of their scheme (or even of any known to them).

Jo scheme should ever be put into operation without several months
thought as to the likely results and checking that no confusion will
arise because of it. There is only one way to do this and it is to
have all the information together in one place. 'Euring' tried to do,
it but failed miserably because few projects were notified until
after the initiel register was set up. Full and up to date information
is vital. N

The WSG requests that all existing (and recently completed) colour
marking schemes affecting waders be notified to Tony Prater (BTO, Tring.
Please include:-

1) Species involved and area of ringing
2) Colours of rings and/or dyes
'~ 3) Number of rings, position of dyes

L) Length of time that the scheme will operate and number
of birds expected/hoped to be ringed

5) If you have checked that the scheme is compatible with
others in your country.

6) Other schemes in other countries which have checked with
before writing to AJP.

RINGING TOTALS

e trust that these are not the only waders ringed in Britain for the
first half of 41975.

WWRG MRG S .Wales Spurn B.O. ,
Oystercatcher 142 L6 ‘ 1
Lapwing 258 66 ~
Ringed Plover 1 60 LTy
Little Ringed Plover L
Grey Plover 25
Golden Plover 59

../



WRG MRG 5. Wales Spurn B.O.

Turnstone .14

Curlew - 1 :

Whimbrel 12

Bar-tailed Godwit 12 1 2 ‘
Redshank 16 -1
Knot 119 1 1 2
Dunlin 390 876 yo2 - 117
Sanderling 63 108

Please iet us have totals for July-September period promptly.

RECENT RECOVLRILS

Cystercatcher

Pull.  15.6.59 Skokholm x .Burry Inlet 14274
Pull. 30.6.74 Glenshee, Perthx Workington, Cumbria 22. 3.75

Ad 20.2.72 Wash x Kjosarsysla,lceland 26. 4.75
- BJ 15.12.74 Dee x Vestmannaeyjar, " = 17. L.75
Ad 28.7.5¢ Wash x Goteburg,Sweden . 26. 3.75
Ad 19.8.67 Wash X Rogaland, Norway 25. 2.75
18 30.8.68 Wash X Rogaland,Norway end. 7.74
1Y 12+11 .69 Morecambe Bay x Rogaland,Norway 12.. 575
1Y 12.11.69 licrecambe Bay x Rogaland,Norway 19. L4a75
1Y 23.12.72 Wash X Rogaland ,Norway - A9. 5.75
N 5. 9.63 Burry Inlet x More & Romsdal,Norway 8. 5.75.
3 28. 5.72 Wash x More & Romsdal,Norway L. L.75
3Y 25.10.69 Morecambe Bay x Aust Agder,Norway . 6e 475
Ad 30. 1.71 Wagh X Sor Trondelag,Norway 27. 5.74
- 2Y 25.11 .73 Golway x Sogn & Fjordane, N~ 5; L.75
Ad 21. 9.66 Conway Bay 'x  Fano, Denmark 8.74
Ad 3+.11.68 Morecambe Bay x Jutland, Denmark ‘ 1&. 5.75
FG 24. 7.67 Wash ' x  Noord Holland Netherlds 5. 5.75
Juv 30. 8.68 Wash x Overijssel, Netherldsk 16« 5.75
Juv 7. 9.68 Wash x Friesland, Netherlds 29. L4.75
Ad 13. 2.71 Swale Xx PFriesland, Netherlds 9. 3.75
Ad 20. 2.72 Wash (long)x Friesland; Netherlds 24. 3.75
PJ 14. 9.74 Morecambe Bay x Brae, Shetland 5. 5.75
Ad 12.11.69 Morecambe Bay x St Kilda 25. L.75
Imm 14. 6.67 Conway Bay X Swannay, Orkney 8. 475
e 4. 2.71 N.Bull, Dublin x Orkney 19 7.74
1Y , 21.10.71 Poole Harbour v Guernsey . 22. 275
in addltion to these 9'birds were recovered from breed grounds in
Scotland (from Morecambe Bay 6, Wash, Conway Bay and De and 2
from England (Poole Harbour and Dee). .
Lapwing ce
Pull 3. 5.65 Salisbury,Wilts x Burford,Oxford end. 5.75
Pull 26. 5.74 Skipton,Yorks + Vendee, France 25.12.74
Pull 1. 6.74 Blair Atholl, x Maykirk, Kincardine:  29. 1.75
' Perth ' e
Juv 1. 6.66 Caithness x kast Lothian ‘ 18. 1.74
PJ 27.12.69 Morecambe Bay x Penrith,Cumbria 20. L.75
;G 5¢11.69 E. Tllbury x Zhabinka,USSR 30. L.75

(52N, 2LE)
’ eesf



Ringed Plover
Juv 18.41.72

Pull 29. 6.74
Juv 18.11.72

Grey Plover

Ad 13.10.73
Turnstone

Ad - 19.1C.74
Snipe

PG 5.10.68
G 29.12.71
PJ 19. 3.72
rJ 19, &.72
rd S5¢12.74
BPJ 2l1.41 .68
Ad 6.10.73
1Y 5¢12.73
Woodcock

PG L.14.72

BPJ 10. 3.73

Conway X
Wells, Norfolk X
Conway T
Wash +
Conway v
Hottingham = "X
Wigan,Lancs =~ 7

Drakelow,Derby +

Lsbjerg,Denmark
Morbihan, France
Dee

Huelva, Spain

Morecambe Bay

Vladimir,USSR
Ukraine, 3SR
Bryansk,USSR

Salthouse,Norfolk 4+Ivanov,U3 SR

Abberton,Essex brd
Shotley,Suffolk +
Stafford +
Epping,Essex +

‘Tsle of May,Fifey
Withernsea,Yorks:y

" Bar-tailed Godwit

Ad 5.10.68
Ad (m) 26.10.73

Common Sandpiper

Pull 17. 6.68
Ad 15. 8.69

Ad 22. 8.74
Redshank

PJ L. 9.66
Ad 20. 7.74
Juv 22. 9.71
Ad 5011 072
Ad 7. 2.74
A4 1711 .74
Knot

Ad 28. 2.71
Juv 6. 9.63
Ad 16, 3.66

Swale = oy,
Londonderry,N I.v

Bolton,Lancs = '?
Minsmere,Suffolk'.v
Wisbech,Norfolk .

Swale

Wash
Ythan,Aberdeen
Wash
Southampton
vlash

;;xxxx'

Wash
Wash
Wash

L

Aaland Isl.Finland
Goteborg,Sweden
Landes, France
Manche, France

L. Neagh, N.Ireland
Noord Holland, Netherlds

Vlieland, Netherlds
Wash

Casablanca, Moroéco
W.Flanders,Belgium
3eine Maritime,france

0 pland, Norway
N.Sea (53N,3E)

‘Tomatin,Inverness
Ballindalloch,Banff

Glamis, Angus
Welney Washes

Jutland ,Denmark

acheswig Holstein,W.Ger.
Scheswig Holstein,w Ger.

1. L‘.o' 5
30.10.75
11. 5.75

early.i1.74

126 L4775

25. 8.73

1973

12. 8.73

30s €74
1. 5.75
22¢ .73
7-1207“-
5. 175

21+ 7.72
8e 5475
12. 5.75
6. 5.75

20. 3.75

31¢ 1.75

(28. 9.74)

6. 8.74
13¢ 475 .

coo/



not continued

Ad
Ad
Ad
Ad
Ad
Ad
2Y
Ad
Ad

Curlew Sandpiper

<2
Juv’

3. 9.63
7. 370
19. 2.72
19. 2.72

2h4. 2.71

22.12.68
190 8072
14. 2.71
18. 8.74

f:é;19.69

Dunlin

PJ

Ad
2d
Ad
2Y
1Y
Juv

. 44

Juv
Ad
PJ
Juv
Ad
Ad
Juv
Ad
Juv
Ad
Ad
G
Juv
ad
id
2Y
Juv

18. L.69

8. 9.67
11. 2.68

28. 8.72

4o 8.73
15. 5.73

14.10.73

6. 2.70
14.10.73
11. 8.7
17. 8.74
20.12.73
1.12.74
18. 9.71
16. 8.65
30. 8.69
18, 9.73

27. 1.74

10. 4.74

25. &.74

1. 9.74

3. 8.69
23. 8.74

17. 12.7u_

Wash
Waslh
‘Wash
Wash

Morecambe Bay
Morecambe Bay

Wash
Solway
Wash

Dee

Wash
Jpurn
Wash
Wash
Dee
Solway

Morecambe Bay

Solwvay
Wash

Southampton

Arbroath

Portsmouth

Dee -

Wisbech SF

‘Wash

Minsmere,Suffolk+
Portsmouth
Spurn,Yorks

Durham
Teeside

Orford,ouffolk

Wash
Wash

Mcrecambe‘Bay

- . ,...__,,

v PFriesland,Netherlds
v Friesland, Netherlds
v Friesland,Netherlds
v Friesland, thherlds
v Friesland, Netherlds
v Wash

v Morecambe Bay

v Morecambe Bay

b 4 Walbersw1cx, Suffolk

et g amm e e e

+ Ukralne , USSRM" e

x off Bear Island, opitz-:f

,__,bergen
? Kalingrad, USSR

v Latvian, USSR

+ Arkhangelsk,UsSSR

I

“+ - Komi, ASSR

v rurku & Pori Finland

v .

b 4 Jutland,Denmark

x Jutland, Denmark

x Schgswig Holsﬁein,w.%er
X " e

~x Noord Holland,Netherlds

-+ x Texel, Netherlds

x N.Sea (53N,2E)
v W.flanders, Belgium

x finistere, France
Ministere, France

+ Somme, France
- +—Loire Atlantique,France
v  Gironde, France.

+- Beira Litoral, Portugal
x Tejo, Portugal

+ Safi,Morocco

v . Plym, Devon.

V. Cahway”“"“"'““'

3. 1.75
13. 2.75
16.. 1.75
16. 1.75
13. 2.75
16411 .74

' 130 3-75

13. 375
27. 3.75

13. 8.72

UV OMFEAEEES EFGUE O

Apart from the last two same wlnxer recoveriea within Britaln there‘
were a further 25 which did show movements in.subseqpent winters or-

mlgration periods.

" ad

sanderling
13. 8.69
Ad 1. 8.70
12. 9.69

o 1Y

0

o~

_Wash

Dee
Dee
Dee

e B e
- ———il T

L

xR Lena,Yakutsk USSR
(705N, 12743E)

v -W.Flanders, Belgium
~~+ ~Cadiz, Spain

X Blackpool,vLancs.}

20. 5.7
17. 8.7
2. 8.7
2. 6.7
Si 607
34. 8.7
27. 5.7
15. 6.7
15.3-607
15. 6.7
23. 4.7
23..3.7
124 L7
18. 4.7
15. 7.6
3. 2.7
19. 1.75

1 011071-[-
early 2.75
364174
22.10.74
0.12.74

- 2e 475
17+ 475
16. 2.75
25. 6.7
19. 4.72
24. 1.75
" 25. 3.75
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_ADER_CCNFGRANCE : LIVERPOOL POLYTECHNIC 21-2L August 1975

This conference for those people actively working on waders is to be

neld between 21st and 2Lth August. It is open to all and it is hoped
that as many amateurs as possible will Dbe able to attend. An outline
of the sessions is set out below to give some idea of the content. .

21st August  assemble during the evening

22nd August ~ AJM. Winter Feeding Ecoloay, including talks from
specialists from The Netherlands. . a

P.M. Breeding biolo and feeding during the breedin
season. lIncluding several basic talks on British.
populations (Curlew, Ringed Plover, Redshank) the -
details of which have not been presented before. Also
breeding of Stints in finland. o

23rd_August A.M. Carry cepscity and numbers. Summaries of local’
o and national studies which tie in with migrati
sopulation studies. :

P.il. Geographical variation, including talks on
Dunlin, Ringed Plover and Tringa SD. which should have
relevance for ringerse. -

2Lth August wil' be spent on thé Ribble looking at the research ..
A areas and even birds. . ;

If you would like to attend the conference please ¢ontact Dr.W.G.Hale .
(Liverpool Polytechnic, Department of Biology, Byron Street, L
Liverpool L3 34F) for further details of the programme and prices
(which are very reasonable). . ' ' ,

Notes on the Weights and Biometrics of'Purgle Sandgipér in Lastern

Scotland.

Norman Atkinson, Ron Summers and Mike Nicoll.
The Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritima is one of the poor:sr ringed

of the wader species. Only 735 had been ringed in Britain up until
1973 (spencer; 1975). Difficulty in capture and their sparse
distribution are presumably the causes of this situation. As 8 - -
result, little is knownabout the migrations of this species. -~ - ---

RN i~
——

™ 1967 we found that small samples could be caught by torch light

o the Isle of lay Bird Observatory despite various enosunters with ___
Grey Seals, but attempts to repeat these successes on the mainland
shores usually ended in failure. As. a result we have continued to
visit the Isle of May on a regular basis and 234 have now been ringed.
In late 1972 the ray R.G. acguired a_ cannon net and it was found ‘
that about 10 of the 3000-4000 Purple Sandpipers present on the

ecast coast ware in cannon-nettable sites at some part of the year. .
Tn the succeeding 2 years 152 were ringed. This gives a oombined

total of 386 to the end of 197hs :

oo/
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The fcllowing,artiéle.is a presentation of an initial analysis of our
data collected between 1967 and May 1974.

RrRecoveries

There are four toreign ringing recoveries. Two ringed in September
1969 on the Isle of May were recovered on the Norwegian breeding
grounds, one in July 1970 was shot with its young, and the other in “
June 1974. Cneé ringed in hugust 1968 at Revtangen (on the Norwegian
coast) was controlled in December 1973 on the Isle of May. A pullus
ringed in Norway in June 1949 was recovered in Aberdeenshire in Jan.

195G, ‘
Weight

The birds were weighed to the nearest gm. at the time of capture. The
seasonal changes can be seen in table 1. Both adults and first year
birds show a relatively stable weight through late autumn, winter
and early spring. Ffirst year birds are slightly lighter, but this
is not a significant difference for the months of December (4 = 0.79
» 70.1) ‘and March (t = 1.65 p° 0.1) when good samples of both age
groups were obtained. In early May there is a sharp increase in
weight presumably due to fat deposits for migration to the breeding
grounds. The main exodus is not until 10 - 25 May so the weights
attained prior to departure may be in excess of that seen on the

L - 6th. It is of interest that the first years also prepare for
migration, bearing in mind there is a summering populatione.

.. ADULT o FIRST YEAR
Mean SD lange Ne Mean Sh Range n.
Oct 64.1 5.2 54-77 49 591 L3 55-67 7 !
Dec 63.5 7.2 52-73 60 62.3 7 <1 52~77 32
March 648 8.1 $1-84° 58 61.6 6.4 52~73 23
May 7'-'--’4 9 o 6 63"92 23 80- O o ' 68"90 3
(L-6th) - o I |

TABLL 4 The mean weights'(gmé,) of adult and f'irst year Purple
" . Sandpiper in eastern Scotland. Standard deviations, ranges
and sample sizes are also given. . ' '

Pl

Biometrics.1. Bill Lenhgth e }{:“"rh S

In all months the frequency distributions for bill lengths were bimodal,
aentred consistently on 25-26 mm. and 29-30 mm. for adults and on-

25 mm and 28-30 mm. for first year birds. The data for all months has
therefore been lump=d (Fig.1.).This bimodality 1s known to be due to
sexual dimcrphism €Witherby et al, 1943) and this was confirmed in a
collected (under licence) sample where males had a gill length of-
26.4 X 2.7 (range 23-30 , n = 9) and females 30.2 = 2.0 (range

28-34, n = 12). However,analysis of the data in figure 1 by the
grahical inflexion method gave some interesting and conflicting
results. Figure 2 shows the percentage cumulative frequency (ECF)
curve for adults (kinked lines and the calculated population linex
for the '"males" (lerft) and "females" (right). The line for the
"nales" shows a normal distribution with a mean of 25.4 and 8D of 1.1.

oo/
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Chis mean (25.4) lies within the 95» confidence limits of the mean

in the collccted usumple (24.3 - 28.6), but the SD (1.1) is
approximately half of that ol the collected sample. The variance
ratio (F = 5.0") shows Lhat the standard deviations are significantly

different (p  0.001). :

The population line for the "females" was even more puzzling as it
wus found to be skewed to the right, though where the curve does
pass througnh the 50» mark (29,9 mm.) it is close to the mean in the-
collected sample (3C.2 mm.).

Zrophical anolycis of the first year bills gave similar results with
nalculnted means of 25.5 and 29.7 mm. for "males and females"
respectively. Aalso the "males" appeared to be normally distributed
whilst the "females" ware skewed.

There are two possihble explanations for this situation.

(1) The distributions for poth males and females could be skewed
sowards their unper cnd (fig 3a). The tail in the male distribution
weing masized by the females so that the distribution appears normal
.n uvhe graphical anslysis. (2) There are 2 populations involved

with suwall-bil.cd birds in the majority. (Fig 3b). The slight peak
&% 34 mm. in figure 1 may represent females of a different population.

Biopetrics.2- Ning length

Before describinrs the wing lengths, any decrease in wing length'in

the inter-moult pericd, as found in the Knot (Pienkowski and Minton,
1973), must e acccmted for, ~ll birds measured twice within this
period were exz2mjned. These included birds from mid October (807
have completed moult by this date) to May. As yet, we have no birds
which have Lec> measurcd before and after the breeding season.

8 of the 21 pirds iancrzo~:d in length, 7 remained constant and 6
decreased {Ffig L). It iherefore eppears that the wing length remains
constant bet.cen wohober and May,the deviations being due to measuring
variabilisy. what tien s the reason for the difference between the
Qurple Sandpinzr and Yanot? Perhaps it is related to differences in
mohility, which possibly results in abrasion of the wing tips.

nots carry out repular winter movements (Minton 1971) whilst our
“ata sugreat (hdt Purnle Jandplpers remain on a limited stretch of
coastline thruvsnrout che non-breeding season, and are not very prone

to {light,

When frequency disiribucions for wing length in the different months
were drawn, 0o bimccality was apparent so the data are described by
a single mean (7Tablc 2). The consistency of the means between
Jctober and llay suphoris the conelusion that wing lengths do not
dccrease. Hdewovery the mean length in August is 3-4 mm. leas,
wupgesting that there is wear due to migration, but larger samples
a0 required to confirm this. Certainly at this time the wing tips
ar< abraded. . LT ‘ N :

The wing lengths oi' first year birds are 2-3 mm. shorter. This
Aifference was. sigiificant for the J months that were tested;

v = 2.444 p 0.05 for December; t = 3.70 p '0.001 for March; and
v = 2.83 p  0.01 fer April.’ B ’ E '

e/
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TABLL 2 The mean wing lengths (mm.) (maximum chord) of adult and
first year Purple Sandpipers in eastern Scotland.

ADULT FIRST YLAR .
Mean 5D Range n Mean SD Range n
Aug 127.3 2.4 125-131 6 Insufficient data
Oct 130.6 3.4 123-136 L2 Insufficient data
Dec 130.2 307 123"'1,4-0 60 128.3 508 121 -136 32 g
Mar 132.3 4.5 122-1l4 5S¢ - 128.9 3.4 122-136 @ 23
Apr 430.3 3.7 12414 72 - 127.5 2.8 123-132 16~
May 131.7 4.3 125-136 23 - . Insufficient data '

Biometrics.3. Comparisons with other areas

Because of the problems of comparing present day data on maximum
wing chords of fresh birds with past published data where the “type
of measurement taken and condition of the bird are not stated,

no conclusions could be made. Bill measurenents, however, are
standard and useful comparisons can be made. ' ' :

Lévenskjoid (1954) gives a list of measurements for Spitsbergen -

breeding birds (Fig 5 (2)) whose average for males (28.2 = 1.9,n'= 2C)

and females (32.” = 1.3, n = 24) differ significantly from our

Scottish data (:"ig 5 (15) (t =2.4 p 0.05 for males and t = 5.4

p 0.001 for females). It can be concluded that Spltsbergen birds

- do not winter i~ eastern Scotland. Little can be made of Ogilvy

and Taylor's (1% 7) Spitsbergen data for they give a single mean

-~ ¥8D for a sample which, judging from Lévenskjold's (1954) data,
would have been bimodal. Less complete data are available for the

breeding birds of Iceland (Timmermenn, 1938) and Canada (Godfrey

1966) Fig 5(5) and (3)) but it would appear that neither formed

major components.of the eastern Scottish population.

Salmonsen- (1950) gives no bill lengths for Greenland breeding

birds but the wing length data he guotes for various populations

suggests that Greenland birds are veryslightly smaller than

Scandinavian breeders. His statement though, that 'bill length

is 'a reliable sexual characteristic, being 32 mm. and over in females

while practically all males in all populations have bills shorter

than this measurement,' requires modification in light of the more

recent data.

The Fair Isle (north Scotland) data (Pig 5 (6)) is of interest as it
suggests that these birds belong to the long-billed Icelandic-
breeding popRwlation. S Coe _—

lorrison and-Wilson (1972) caught birds on the coast of Iceland
in May (Fig 5 (7)) and pointed out the similarity between their
and Timmermann's (1938) data.

The birds caught by the 1974 Oxford-Varangerfjord kxpedition
were caught in Aug/Sept and several were in moult (Fig 5 (u4)).
They may not have originated from the local population in northern

Norway .

ees/



summary

Norwegian brecding birds are known to occur in eastern Scotland and
they probably form the bulk of this population. The possibility of
other poptlations being present cannot be excluded, though neither
Canadian, Icelandic, nor Spitsbergen birds will form a major
component of the eastern Scottish populations. Wing lengths remain
constant between Ociober and May. First year birds are 2-3 mm.
shorter in the wing. Weight is stable through late autumn, winter
and early spring. Both adults and first years put on weight for
migration in early May and duparture occurs in mid May.
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Noodcock Research 3roup (IWRB)

The exasperating Woodcock is a 'fringe' species amongst waders and
waterfowl and woodlend game, and tends to be neglected in any group
study. wWoodcock enthusiasts are parhaps as odd and solitary as the
bird they have chosen, and the new Woodcock Research Group of IWRB

is striving to flush some and inducec flocking behaviour. Any members
of the WSG with an active interest in woodcock are asked to write to
lionica Shorten at Last Gate, 0ld Castle Road, Salisbury, Wilts SP4 33F,
and to tell her what they are doing or would like to do. :

It seems that the occasional woocdcock does get ringed by the WSG - a
total of 5 was reczorded for 1974 - thank you, TRG and Humber! The
capture and ringing of this bird during itsbreeding season really
separates the men from the boys, yet there is a great need for 600-
700, mainly pulli or juveniles, to be ringed in the British Isles
cach year. It has not been met since 1935 (763 pulli) and the
average yearly total, ircluding £Gs on migration, has been about 30
in recent years with pulli averaging about 8. So every young
woodcock ringed will be a help. The recovery rate is 7.9%.

iwo years ago Ib Clausager (Kalo, Denmark) published a good guide to
methods of determining the age-class and sex of woodcock from external
features. bkven very precise measurements of bill length and central
tail feathers,expressed as a ratio, allow adult males and femalcs to
bc confused: the best that can be donc without disscction is to use
the formula of Strcnach, Harrington & Wilkins which reduces the
probability of crro- to 28p: . . -

- 0.2952 bill length plus 0.1566 céntral tail feather length

which gives o S o _ )
grecater than - 8.3640 male (724 correct)
less than - §.36L0 femele (75% corrcct)

Birds in thcir first twelve months nfter hatching must be cxcluded,
and this can be done by c<emining the tips and proximal edges of the
outcr primaries (ragged outlinc on first years; smooth on older birds,
at least until #4pril) and. the terminal lighter bar on primary coverts
(broader and browner on young birds). This quick, simple method
correctly classifics 95-98%. Any woodcock ringed during migration
periods or in the winter is worth such e¢xtra records in the notebook.
But can anyone sex.woodcock pulli? - ' .

" Mdnica Shorten -
‘Co-ordinator, WRG ' -

©wm — = Fares

Look tc Colour - ringed and Dxé;hérked Waders! ° - o '”LE’
3ince 1372 Conmmon San&biper Tfinga thdleucdsménd Little Ringed Plovers
Charadrius dubius have been marked individually with colour - rings

and an aluminium - ring of the Crnithological 3tation Helgoland

below the intertarsal joint. They were ringed on the mud ponds of.

the sugar factory of Norten - Hardenberg, Lower Saxony, Federal
Republic of Germany. ) o .

#rom spring 1975 a larger number of several specieé of waders,
especially Common Sandpipers T. hypolsucos, Wood Sandpipers

coof
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L. Glareola, Grecen Sandpipers [, ociropus, Greenshanks T, nebularia,
Little Ringed Plovers GChs, Dubius, etces, will be 4 ‘e-marked on the
under parts of th: body by rcd, cr-en, blue, yellow and possibly
black colours. Thc undor part of the body is divided into three
sections: 1) breast, 2) belly toc the beginning of thigh, and 3)
beginning of thigh to under tail coverts. The combinations can
easily be recognised with a standard binocular at considerable

<istances.

Details of rings and dye-marks seei, place of observation, date and
time, length of stay etc. should kindly be sent as promptly as

possible to:

B°r1ngungsgemelnschaft Bernd Rledel, 3410 Northeim 1, Wilhelmstrassc *°

DRD.

Sanderling, Greenland and colour rings
by G.H. Green

[ne followingz should be regarded as a piece of personal rep ortave
rather than a definitive scientific publication. I was at a brass
band concert the other evening and while the band was playing my
mind wandercd off into random thoushts about Sanderling, partly
because this time (28 June) last yecar I was in Greenland listening
to their strange croaking song and partly because on 416 June this
year I received a cable from Danmarkshavn in NE Greenland wiich
read “S.NOLRLIVG MLEAL RING RIGHT LiG PALL R.D PLAQPIC RING ILIT
IEG OBSuRV.D DANMARKSHAVE 416 JUME YOURS MELTORLG "It was an -
exciting cable to receive as it tells of a bird rlnved at Mestersvics
(ﬂL Greenland) in 197l by the Joint Biological uxpedition and - found
in the next breediang season 550 im further north. So far I.don't
knew if the bird has been caught and can only speculate whether it
was ringed cs a passag’e mlgrant at lestersvig or whether it was an
adult which has forsaken its former breeding site. If the first it
lends support to the theory that waders mlgrate along the Ro
Greenland coast. It-is unlikely to be a 1974 pullus as young birds
appear to remain south for their 1irst summer. ,

The observation is yet another 'first' and another valuable piece
of information from the colour ringing and dye marking scheme we
used in Greenland in a small way in 1972, Meltofte used in

Pearyland in 1673 and the Joint Biological uxpedition used more
extensively in 1674« To date, in additlon to the Danmerkshavn bird,
9 Sanderling, 1. Ringed Plover, 1 Turnstone and 1 Dunlin have been
reported in Britain solely by observation-of dye marks and colour
rings (see DIV News 73 June). The scheme can claim the first
definite records of Greenland Ringed Plover and Sanderling in Britain,.
All the 3anderling (except one in the west of Ireland, March 1975)
were seen during the August-Septenber passage period and confirm the
view, first put forward by A.G. Williams at a Ringers Conference

> years ago, that Greenland Sanderlins occur in Britain as passage
migrants and do not stay for the winter. We were therefore rather
sut out and Huzzled by several reports which reached us last winter
from llolland, Belzium, and ussex of Sanderling with red colour rings
only and no aetal rlngs.‘ Later we found that Dr Gerard Boere had

cos/
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colour ringed 3anderling on Vleiland (Ifriesian Islands) the previous
Auzust and had inadvertently used the same colour code as we used in
Greenland. The metal rings were not seen because thc Dutch place
them above the 'Inee'. So the problem is apparently resolved - the
Vleiland birds were probably of Siberian origin which moulted in.
Curope znd later wandered for relatively short distances further .
west in winter. BUT the two colour marking schemes came very close

to iavalidating each other - and we still do not understand the Irish
Lird whose description tallies wecll with the Greenland rings. Colour
ringing and dye marking are powerful tools for wader migration
research (Mascher used dye on Scandinavian Dunlin some time age) but
international co-operation is required and I appeal to anyone

thinking of using such a scheme to coatact the BTO ‘Wader Study Group
beforehand and let us know what you are doing. The Group’'s bulletin
circulates to members in Britain ond Turope and can give publicity

to »proposed schemes, Markinz individual birds with complex codes

is perhaps less likely to cause confusion than year or place codes
based on single rings. Lack of liason and mutual consultation could
sc easily lead to coloured plastic chaos among wader watchers.

This summer Hans Meltofte is dye marking waders at Danmarksnavn,

N% Greenland but he is not using colour rings. ~rlease keep & look
out for them and for birds carryinz colour rings from previous years
and let either Tony Prater or myself know of any sightings as soon as
possible. ' . ’

The swallow is often guoted as one of the great wonders of bird o
migration but for me the Sanderliig is the bird to fire the ima; inatiocn
ifnouzh information has now accumulaited to outline the yearly cycle

of the Greenland birds. In May they arrive in Britain and are !
familiar birds of sandy beaches, scurrying at the tide edge in search
of food, and mixing with birds of Siberian origin which have wintered
in Britain or- Burope. Their summer plumage, achieved by hody moult

is well developed when they arrive and complete before they go -

further north. Their backs become mottled reddish brown, black and
white and the upper breast and neck become spotted and suffused

with colour - reddish brown in the males and greyish in females.

lhey stay in Britain for about 2 weeks - chicfly eating. By the

time they cdevart many have nearly doubled their weight and some

weich over 100 gms The main concentrations are on the west coaste
Meanwhile in Arctic Greenland the thaw is starting. According to
eltofte snow starts to melt in ernest at Scoresbysund (southern

NG Greenland) about 19 May and in Pearyland, 1500 km further north,
about’ 7 June. Secattered alan: the whole coast there appear to be.
valleys where the snow melts earlier than in surrounding regions tlus
providing wader breeding oascs in a snowy desert, At the end. of.May

or in early June the Sanderling leave Britain. They have a heavy

load of fat which provides fuel for the flicht. They are rarely

seen in Iceland in Spring and it may be that they head straight for
Greenland, 'Je don't know. We don't know if they still havc fat
reservcs when theéy arrive to tide them over a period of bad weather

or to cnable the gonads to start developing inmediately even if

food is scarce; or whether the femzles have to wait long before they -
find sufficient food to produce ecggs. . 3mall flocks occur at Tfeeding
areas but quickly disperse aud the birds take up territory in
suitable tcrrain as soon as the snow clears. In otherwise
favourable localities the snow melis too late in some years for the
birds to breed and in fact large tracts of country thaw too late

to be of usee. ‘ o

la
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‘the Sanderling is an clesaat. wader both brecding and grey and whitce
winter plumare al i call notes arc guitc plcasing - but the song
is a bizarrc croaxing riven in low {luttering displey flirdit over
the territury - o sir.ng conircst to the high trlllin sony flirhts
of th¢ Dunlin, tihe whlstlln; scng of tnhe Ringed Plovor and the
hauntingly melodious song of the hanote ‘The nest is placed on
sparsely vegetated tundra, the clutch is usually. li, incubation

last 2l days +e.ses but in Cinada Parmelec has found that 3anderlin;;
may lay two clutches in cuiek succession, each attended by one of
the pair alone. We found no sign of this behaviour in Grecnland

in 1974 and perhaps the birds of the two areas differ in this reswcecs.
he eygs weigh about 11 gme o little small in reletion to female
welﬂh compared with most other waders. The newly hatched chicks
weigat about 7.5 gme They feecd on tundra insects and fly waen
10-17 days old when tihey weizht about 45 gme. The adults start to
loose their summer nlumage (particularly underparts) duvring
incubation. The adults leave the breeding areas before the juvenilcs
~and the megjority of both leave nmy mid August. The whole brcedlng
cyclc probably takes 55-60 days. ‘e don't know how much fat is
accumulated before migration but both breeding adults and August
.uveniles have recachcd 70 gme In Britain in July and August they
again incrcase weight by up to 100we They rcimain in Britain for

2 = 3 weeks before migrating south to = ¢ Somewhere in West or
South africa. A Bird carrying a South African ring las been caught
at the “iash. In Africa they moult both wing and tail feathers and
uney remain therc from September to Aprils In May- nhey are found
on Luropean shceres again on their way north. We don't know how
long thcy live or how man such journeys they make, .

The above lu a mixturc of fact and speculation bullu on rather :

scanty data and needs confirmation or refutation - more rinrlng

recoveries are hadly needed. Iiowever, it is interesting to see iiow

re¢searca oil an international scile is revealing the life pattern

of a wader speecies. This note has deliberately been wriitten

without references and includes our own data from Creenland and that

collected by wader ringing groups = mainly the Wash ‘Wader Ringing

Group and the Merscyside Ringing Group. The xollowing are (or will
v) the most userul publications. o

Parmelee, D.D. Brecding bchaviour of the oandcrllng in the Canadian
High Arctic. Liying Bird 9 : S7-145

rarmelcc, D.Fe & Payne, ReBe 1973 On mululple brood end uhe breedin-
strategy of Arctic Sanderlings. Ibis 115 : 218-226

Pienkowski, H.We % Green, G.H. (in prep) Observations on thc breeding;

L biology of Sanderling Calidris alba in ast Grecnland
Minton, C.J.L. 1975 \lash fea31billty studye. he waders of the ‘Jash-
© Ringing and biomctric sutudies.

\eltofte, H 1975 Ornithological Observations in NE Grecnland between
latitudes 76 and 78 W 1969-71. Med 4Am Grénland (in press’

licltofte, H (in srep) Ornatholovlcal Observations in Pearyland, N
N. Greenland 1973.

wreen, G.ls & Lloyd, C.3. (in prep) The timing of breedj.n.'7 o; .waders

‘ in M Greenland 197& - . N
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llorwzcy  An cxncultlon is "01nu to NW Worway Tor July/aAusust 1976.
It is sponsored by Sheffield University and will include various
intercsta (ceZ. geosirayhers). The area is an intertidal fjord c
with mudflats adjaccnt to it and it is hoped to include studies

of waders in thc programme. If esnyone would be able to spare
three or morc weeks next year to look at the waders of this area,
one almost untouched by wader ringers, thea they would be very
welcome. If you are intcrestcd and wish to know more of costings
etc. would you please contact Charis Loyncs, S;a Place, Powers Hill
Znd, J;tnam, Lssex CMS 1LS. , .

Portuzal It is hoged thot a joint i'rench and British cipedition
will ne going to Portugal during the carly pert of 1976. A4t the
moment no f£irm arrangemcnts have been made - a further announcement
will be made in the next bulletin. , S

Recey__vbllcationa on I g

N-.'

3ce £lso abstracis in Ibis, ~uk and Blrd-Bandlnr and lists in TADR
Bullewine. Thanks to those people who have pointed out owmissions,
details oi’ which are always welcome - to Mike Pienkowski, please
Thenks particularly to Mrs. Monlca Shorten . for brinfing us up to
data on ‘Woodcoclze )
BAKITS, TeAe 1972 (Ornlunologlcal investigations in the littoral zonc
ut Sola Sca, Rogaland, Worway.) Sterna 11 : 217 -
: 228 (Norw. w. unge. summary B
BuAUDGT, JeCe & CORMICR, J.P. 1973 La migration des Barges a
ueue noire, Limosa limosa L. dans la region d'Angcrs
gaine—en-L01re) au )rlntemps 1971, Oiscau 43 :
- 16=31
Buli%iS0N,5 A, 1975 Timins of the moult of the Purplc uandplpcr .
Calidris maritima in Spitzbergen. Ibis 117:100-102
ENFLTT, GeFoy MuAD Code & BARNer, S.ffs 1975 Blood parasites ol
blrda handled for ringing in binjland and '/ales.
Ibis 447 : 232-235 '
BussCld, Je 1970 Reactions du Gravelot a colller 1ntorroan ct dU‘
Guepier a l'egard du Paucon hobercau. :{0s -
' - Ciscaux:'33 : 264 et
BOZRu, “.Ce 1974 (Was 497Lh a de,breedinﬁ season Tor arctic ‘waders? )
- De-Levende Natuur 77 : 217—220 (In Dutch; autnor
 ‘can supply e cyclostyled Enge sumary)
BCYLu, G.C. 197b grcy Phalarope Lecdlng on carthworms. Br. Birds
iino 6703 352 S
CLiLUSAG:R, I. 197) Age and sex determlnation of the woodcock
4 g?cglopax rusticola). Danish Rev. _Game Biol,.
S 4 -
CLLUSAULR, Ie. 1974 Migration of ucandlnav1an woodcocks (S. rusticcle)
. w1tu special refcrence to Denmark. Danish Rev,
' .. Geme Biole. 8(8). 37ppe -
COOMBELR,R. 1075 Contrastin' vredator-rcactions ol two Oystercatcncr
' ‘chicks..gg&mgiggg 68: 157-8
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¥,¥, Do & LuBRuT, T. 1972 (Changcs in the avifauna oi tie ’huboscu
in the first year arter the elimination of the tic Co
Limcsa 45 : 101-113 (Dutch w. Lng.sumn)
Biliiiy we 1974 Les Barses a gueuc noire
statiomlznt sur lc littoral du sud Je la Vendee
- apportienncnt a la race islandais (Llnoua Llimosa
islendica)e Bull.Offices.iat.Chasse 1974 Spoeial
(2 71 183-189
GAVDRILLL, G. & TROLIGHON,J. 1973 Prospcction -)ost-—cstrmlc au 3anc
d'Arruin (Mauritanic ). Alauda 41 : 129-159
CGODIRaY j\edie 1972 Norith American Ruddy Tt.x'nstonc ia Britaln. Bull.
Br. Grn. Club 92 : 148
GRAUL, W.D. 1973 Possiple functions of head and breast markings
in Charadriinae. /ilson Bull. 05 : 67-70 o
HILDu:.T 0. & VUCLANTO, S. 1972 Breodiiy niolouy “of tha Red-nvekcd
Phalarope Phalaropus J;qhgﬁgq in ifinlend.
, Omis.fenn. 49 : 57-85 ,
HOGST.DT, G. 1974 Tength of the pre-laying veriod in the Lapwing
Vanecllus v‘mellus L in relation to its food recouirce.
Ornis. Scands 5 & 1-4

HOLZING:R, T. & SCHILIANSL, K. 1972 Untcrsuchunécn zur Brutbiolo ¢
an ciner sudwest deutschen Population des

POURNIGR, O. & D'w

Mlussregenpfeifers (Charadris dubius). Beitr.
natwk.i'orsch,_ | Sudetl. 314 : 93-101
INGRuM,C. 1’374 Possible functions of une tail spots in the

Woodcock. BreBirdg 67 : 475-6

JVLNGV.., M.3. 1975 (rostembrydnc devclopment of Phllonac‘ms
M}g_),.) Zool. Z1. 52 1677—1682 ('feussian We LN
summ

JOHNSGN, C.D.N., VmL.BL...b, Tede & thLL.LLS, Geive 197u. J.lelt.. notes

KiLCHREUILR, VON ILRIBLRT 1974 U'bcr den Zug der .Jaldsclmapfc
: (8colopax rusticola) nach europaischen Ringfundcn.
Vogelwarte 27(3) : 153166 (Germun WeulZe SUMiile )
KuYHuR, I.F. 1974 Gapeworms in waders. BreBirds 67 : Ll-4L42
KINGTOLI, BeLe 197l Little -Ringed Plover with red lc.'fs Dr.Birds 67:217
I GUNZLL, Wede & WILGERT, RoGe 1973 snerpgetics ol a opOuth band.piw‘l
feeding on a brine fly larvae (Paracoenia;
Diptera; Lphydriidae) in a thermal spring
: community. Wilson Bull. 35 : 1!-73—1.76
L.[Z25L, Re 1974  Ringfunde der- hampflaufers (Philomachus .p_ugnax)
| IR iuspicium 5(4) : 3W-346
LENINGTON s 3o & MiCh, Te 1975 Mate fidelity and nesting site tenacu"
in’ the Killdeer. fiuk 92 : 148-151

VLM TSCHEK, G 1575 Beitrage zur Aen Dulz - und Bratbiotopen der
Waldschnepfe ($colopax rusticola) in Niedersachen.

e . . W
L3

Deitrage zur laturlmnde Niedersachsens 26(1) :
1 = 9 (. German)

NuTTLLSIIIP, D.No 1974 The breeding of the Knot Calidris canutus at
Hazen Camp, lLllcsmere Island,‘f.w T. P _1.. ariorschun
Ly : 8-26

i ML liIP, DeNe & LUJ‘IIL.., Wede 1973 The av1fauna of Hazen Caiap 2
kllesmere Island,i.W.T. Polarforschuncs L3: 56-7L

NORTCH, D..Ve 1972 Incubation schedules of Tour species of Calidridin
sandpipers at Barrow, nlaska. Condor 74: 164~ 7L
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ORiEL, G.de. 1974 dSharp—-tailed Sandoiper with flesh-coloured legs and
feets Br. Birds 67 : 211

OWEH ,R.Be & KRCOIN, WeBe 1973 Moult pattorns and weignu changes of the
smerican Woodeoci. Wilmsen Bull. 85 : 31-W1

PAGu, Geo & MIODLETCHN, Aeleire 1 V72 Weg dupos1tion 1n the Semipalmated v

. Sandoiper. Bird Bonding U3 85-96

PA“RuLms R G. & PLREER, Gone 1973 Sequential activitics ia the
feeding behaviour oi some Charadriiformes. J, nate. Hist.
7 : 575-539 :

PILNKCHWSKI, MoWe. & FNIGIT, P.de 1975 Wing moult OL Cystercatchaers in
Icelands Ibis 117:11L

DPIMBLK:, Peire 197l L hv1faundl review for the Barrow recion and
north slope of arctic 4Llaska. iLrctic Q_tlEAQQ“Rgﬁo
6 (2) : 16484

PROVIGE, 1. 1972 LimlkolcnoeochhtULFen auf dem "Bock' nordwestlich
von Stralsund. ueitr.ngelk.& Le;gzlf 18: 367-387

PROGLEDIVGE 5th iunericen Woodcock Workshop 197L, itens, Georgia, U.3...
includes »aners on .nerican and muropean Spie

RABBITS, Be & LY, L 197L Leg colour of Greepsnank. Br.Birds 67
210-211

RAYLuuDa, J.2. 1974 Feedins ossociation between Marsh Sandpiper and
dabblin: ducks. Br. iirds 67 : 477

ROBINSON, H.P.ii. 1974 Purple 3andpipers - offshore migrants?

. Seabird Ren. L ¢ 93-94

ROUX, .'s 1973 necenacment d'oiscaui aguaticues dans le delta du
Scnezale Oiseau U3 ¢ 2-15

SCHILM.NE, . ’072 Uber dlnuurqudrclere nordeu opaischer
Cdinshuhnchen (anlafqnps lobatus Vorelwarte 20:329 35%

aCHhIDL, Xe 1975 Zum Brutvorkommeir und Durchzug der Li Limikolen ia
Werratal. Beitr. Vonelk., Leipzis 19: 43-70

SELRRCCK, JeleRey LLRGUDON*MMHS, lede & The Rare Breedin: Birds Panel.

_ 1975. Rare breeding birds in the Unitied Kingdom in

: 1975, Dre Birds 68 : 5~23
SHORTCN, M. 1970 rhe =uropéan doodcoch (QCOIOQQA rusticola), a search
' of the literature since 1940. Gamg Conoervanqz“RqL,

N0ssl DD 95+ £1.00. i comprehcnsive review with
cxtensive 'list of previous vorh on nost aspects of
Woodicock bialogy.

SLiDL, Bele 1970 Large. gpring roost of Jhlmbrcls in Brldvewater Bay.
Dre Birds. 67 : 513-514

STuLZER, M. 1975 Uber das Vorkommen der Wasuertreter (Phalaropodidac)
in der Schweiz und ihren Randgebieten. Orn.Beobe.
70 : 157-170. (Welinge.summ. )

SUMIER3, . 1974 »dr-bdlled Codwit foedlnw on open heath. Br.Bir

67 : 303
SiELM, d.D. van 1975 Foraging behaviour of Grey Phalarope. Bird Study
22 : 52

o3 I3ANEN, Reney HILDEN,O., SOIKKELI,M. & VUOLLWTO, 3. 1972. Log
dimension variation in five wader species: the role of
heredity. Ornis.fenn L9: 25-Ll

- [LRB, R.Je 1974 Coiunon Sandnlper cating butterflies. Br,nirds 67 :4L.0

u;LLIM,oON, K. 1975 The Waterways Bird Survey 197lL.Bird Study 22:53-5..

WILSON, J. 24974 The Birds of Morecambe Bay. Dalesman Publishing
Col.Ltd.,Claphan, via Lancaster. 66ppe. LOp. .

WOLFT, WeJe 1973 (Results of five yecars of wader couanis on the islands
of ocuouwen). Limosa L6 : 21-l1 (Dutch weing.summ. )
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