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Table 1. Wci;;hts' and neasuroneats of Ringed Plover caupht ot the nest in Scotland
and on passage "in August. The wing longths refor to naxiumun chord. Standard
deviations dre also given. " .

It is’ mhkelj that the obsnrved difference in: wing length is due to winb
shortening as described by Picnkowski and Minton (1973) because, between May/July
when the Scottish hirds wure :asured and sugust, any shortening would amount
to less than 13 (Ldult Knots decrease by 4 over the y:?): (P:Lenkcwsld a.nd M:Lnton,
1973). t is tlierefore assuned tha.t tho uu,,ubt sample belongs to 2 di.fferent

jols) pula.ti'on'. , o . ; )

Shors-winiod R:'no'e'l I‘Wovers breed in northern regions. C.h. tundrae breeds
in Spitsborgen, I -u,g.n:.:.nmn. aul N.Rus..aa. east to Tchutchki peninsula, and have
wing lengths ranming trem 127-135 wa- (17 birds) (Witherby et.al. 1943). However,
these nmay not be moxinum chord masuraments and probecbly refer to museun skins .
which will have shrunls  G.h.septontrd onalis (= psomncdroma) (not recognised. by.
Witherby ct.al,) breeds in Groenland, Tceland, and Facroes, and Green and Willlans
(1973) give a meau lzng h of 131.3-3.0 (maximum chord) for 12 fresh birds obtained
in Greenlond. A%t rresent it is unknown which of these two populations is

represented in tho Lusvst sauple.

It is nct dizplied that the augest sample is a pure one containing only
arcti: birds, thoush it may indsed be so. However, it must contain a high
propoertion of tuea in order to give the significant difference in wing length.

It may also be mentioned t‘u.‘b none of the u.dults was in wing nmoult, at a tine
when Scottish adults udergo noult.
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LUTUMN WADERS T THE OUTER HEBRIDES

Ron Sumcm & Nigel Buxton

b ——

The Outer hebr.u.uc; acc o chulrn of i"land" 15@ m:.lea long ly:mg 30 milea off tha.,
north=-west coasi of th: Scoivtish mainland., Drowned valleys give a strongly mdepte&
cast coast, whereis the Atlaniie. povnded, wst coast is characteriised by miles of’.
gleoaming teaches strevn with torn seaweed and backed by marran dunes and’ pachairs”

The islands cont®rn lirge in wrt:x.d..l sand flats (str".mls) rich in invertebrate life. .
Thousands of lugrorn casts that dot the surface and scattaerings of cockle shells

are cvidence of this.
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The position o the Outer Hebrides is also of interest, situated as they are
off the N.W. coast of Britain they would be the first possible landfall for waders
on direct linc t'rom Izeland or Greenland. Past ornithological records (Baxter and
Rintoul 1953) state t: 1t large autum ‘flocks of Sandorling and immense flocks of

.
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Ringed Plov:;z' .coour -theres It.was therefore of interest to know more precise]y
what the numbers ~wara and if possible to deterimine their ong:ms. Tt

soLoinr il SIEBITLI

. . Ve travelled. to the Uists (part of the Outor Hebrides) on the 26th Lugust 1973
for l week, in-order to count, locate roosts and if possible to catoh’ for biometiic
data. There are.5 major strands in the Uists/Benbecula group and associated with
3 of these we found substantial roosts (300-500 birds).  We also censused 28 km.
_.of.. exposed beach and rooky coasts. The totals ~re given in Table 1. = The seawsed

stz_:gy_m beaches were found to support high densities: of waders. L clear feeding .~

zonation was found amormgst the waders on these beashes; Bartails in the water,
Sanderling at its edge following the waves up and down, Ringed Plover on the well-
drained sand, Dunlin in wet patchss and Tumstona anong the piles of seaweed. ST
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The appalling weather prevented much * oa.tching. However, n“Small sampIe was .
obtained, with interestiiig:resultsi. . TheRinged ‘Plover- dppearéd to beffong, totha T
British. race:Charndrius h:histteuls as they had long wings (mean ="137:3, pi=' 1)
and were in moult. Published figures- for tha _mean lengths-. of—the ﬁ-reerﬂ.and b .
species and British.rane arerrespectively’ 131i3 ‘and 136.9 m ((reen’ & - Wililans' ‘1973)"‘
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.= Fhe Sanderling were:. nlSo of:interest as-they too were in moult S -but” :I;n
earlier stages. On the Wash (WWRG 1970 Report) it is belidved that- it‘-:l.s--the-— -
Siberian population.which:moults and.-wimters in th:ls oountry ‘and that the : N ;.....; "

Greenland population-is.:only a passage ones A N LLAZUR RROTR. LS 3?‘0“ N
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The only indication of o new amval was- ,]uvenile Knot whfch we:l.ghsd, ‘Bb'gu..
The mean winter: weight for-these: birds on ‘the Tay is-136-gn. ° Only 2.5 Knot werg “8den -

but in rid. Sgptamber a.flagk of 100-was: reoordcd (Lelfs Ca.mpbell, pers. comm.)“f:‘:
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Conclus:.ons . IADxppears ‘fror-this short” survay that fair poPulati:ons of 'Wp,&ersz et
(especially n.np'ad. Plover) do occur in the N.W. Isles, ond a greater “krowledge of .. ..
these is required befare. the relative importance--off 6ther areas can: - be: 338338§Q-o_, ._'”::.t
Initial progress.hambeer:made as to'thy origins of tlie wadors: of t‘ke I-Lebr:i‘.q_s,"‘“""‘“'
but it is hoped that next yoars "expedition" mkes greater inroads™in: thism mr s
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