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Whilst un4e•• •a t•ono•c •t• of the •• Plover 

•s • feml• • s•r pl,,•ge sh• slier •erences • •e . 

. 

It is '•o• that • •ter pl•e,. a•t •es • fe•ie•:;can 
b•.•fer•tiate• • th• •. •e "H•ook" states that • reales 
• is a v•le n•er of br• femth•s •te•• with 

''• feath•:p that fo• t• •st•c•ve b• on the h• a• tBe • • . ß 

fe'•t•b pres•. • Aooo• to •e •ter•t• %• s•es o•ot 
••At• on •'..D!• o•mct•stios when • s•r pl•e.. 

...... .,' .• . .; 

A i•ge s•es)o• Bi '• • s••' pl•e was asse•le• • 
•se speo•e• 2•t '•. of the s,•er fe•s •o• v• 
of-br• fe•• • th8 •ok •ct•ml b• • it was •• 
q•t•_•'•e a•Jective 'obse•ations • • .mtt•pt to f• 

I I ß ' 

co•t'e• bStween Z•:'•d Sopt•r, most• f•m weste• 
but .a few f•m $re•!• • Sibe•,. we• exom•nea cl•se• f9r the 
abse•e or •re•e•e •f $• • b•ck f•mthers • •e'pec•or• b•d. 
If'was note• •t •-of •e br• "f•th•s"*•g s'f•• '•' •e si• 

•e fo•e• •g. •e•fea•ers .• t•s re,on we• oo•te• by 
•p•ss•g the pl•e al•g t• ante•r e•e :of • peot• 
•a•g a see•r •t•:,ao•ss t• b• to •e.-poste•or e•e. Aa t• aeek• 
•sses •e tip of ea• fearer ai•g •e •e'ss• •e, •e feath•s 

, 

' • t•s •er s•ty' e•t •t • m•s'"• •• m•t f•• were 

or black. •e pe•ent•e of br• feathers p•s•t Wgs•c•c•ated for 
ea• •up of b••':•e•h mon• st•• •. the ••e' of 
• b•ok fearers o•, 'bro• feath•s-0• 0r= a •'•e of: the' 

•es was a•o c•ate•. •e •a•s •. 'sh•' •' T•le I • 
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Fi•r• I. l•P•r left and ri•t.- peerage of b• feathers in the • , 

p,.cto•l •u•',of Rin•d. Plover; plus 'one s••• •eviation either sid& 
of the' •n. Bottom. 1• a• ri• --pe•en•ge of bi•s wi• all blacl• 
f•thers, venial •chin• mll.%• f•Zhers• horizon•l hatching; 
brown and black leaShe.rs .mixed,, no.-hat. ehir•g.. 



T4BLE I The peteenrage of br•n..feathars in the peatoral ba• of 
•ed Plover. S.D, •s one'st•• •• •m •e •, t 2s 

results of S•ts' t test o•• •e •s of m•es • 
f•• •m the • m•t• - no notati• •e t •s • the 

means are no•. stat.• .tio. aj•. •oaat; ' = si•ioant P-o.5 - o.•; 

:•ot• b• of •e• Plov•; pl•-•e st• •ati• ei• 
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c•• a •h • ••• • •• feasts • •e S• re.on 
of the peot• b• t• • t•..•es; tB•e d••oes • stst- 
i•• s•••t' (s,• •le. I, t tests). ..... • o• mon• w• 

I oms•er • t•, is ••b• j.•. t•:•e p•senoe. of so• •st 

feath•s t•• • •st-J•4• •t. •' •e ..of 2Be bi•a. 
•up was po•tive• •n$•• as..a-••-•'b• by •e •ompl•e 
oss•ioation of • •,•. •e •t•on of a few •uv•e feath•s 
• •e • pl,,•go ia by'•no m•s :•ce•io• • h•a Been 

• •1 black peoto• b•'• • • • •C•t to ••. 
• be •t •e b• have be•. ••ot• s• by',•. oo•eotorn - 
•s • not be 'too • s•e 2t h• b'e•..•t•ted •t up 

The '•a e•ra•o';e O• •c•e•h•rS:"in: i•1• of males o•3•ote• between 
Me7 ar• Septarab_e,, az('.tha._'.Xaok::,•c•,,.'..•.a•:: • .'• fea. th. ers..in ?•'•. of females 
o_•.• eete• .in. the' ia•e 

...with • blaok feathers males. :"r•.,•.lar•er-series of"birda Would 
possible to.'a•z"i•rre0•.•'ab"m•.' 8•. '.of,-:. adalt• •' 'irma oau•. 'between May 

'•alX black or all brown"' situsfl.:on;': 

TB• omoTU•œ•s that •.•e 'drawn-f•om +_.•4-•. l*-•te• st•ly are 
•at. hixO. oa:•t in ,'.• eerie_.. brown-featBets in the si4a 
regio•'o• the peetoral'.b.azd •o•' •e:'o•ther- •'al•s or fema. Ybs• ."•ut 
are more likal7 to-be females,- .-'•[Ow•e• '.those' .Birds with- brcw• feathers 
oa,,•ht in M•7 to September will ,l,•t oer•min!• be females-and those 


