
PROGRESS REPORT ON THE 2LiUR!T.iNIjœ' '•'[PEDITiOI,? 

DICK 

!•: spite •f tk, adv:•:'ccs • . th• l<no':i•.d;',; •'i' v:a. deP Pigrati•.n 
in Europe and North ,•rrica h: t[• last i'e-,.' yc:•rs• very little i.s 
•crm about the i'.:portance qnd :,,.'szticn ,.L' {;he ,/{sat Lfrican coast- 
line in the "i-' • "o-, .•r•tl .... s}•st,•E..s of P.21oaFotio -;/slops. This autu::m 

d'_',r{juin in ;ll.uritania tc •.t o,•._• t• ........ :3 ,e '• , ...... ., 
questions which k,"•ve arisen as .,• result of r{..c•:rb stu{l. es in 
Europe. 

The Banc d',lrduin cznsist:s c.• a huqe c•:..pie:,: c:P-m•llla•s and 
.u-.d is brobahiy the islands bordered •ntireiy b 2- the oahara D•sert, 

, ß most i:::portant v•nterinj •z'ea. r• -., -. •, - ß 
.2r_ca. . co•t of we{ors •n D,•oembor !911 i. dicetee1 that there 
were !•rcbabty at least one '.ii!ic.•t w,•ders '.'•i•.tcri2u"• there. The 
P•in •)b.jectives •_f the i'res,m•t ,•xl,oditicn qr'c tv;ofold : 
census the :lui:•l eF ,,lie s•Tec%es •f 'r'uL;rS , ' ..... Usnc l. rguin from 
Sentomb,or until • ' 

consu'- in Eurc•' :seca, rid '•.- t.• ] .t•u. 
f the ',';ad,.rs b;/ . • ß ,-, , '.,_,'•ns cf •-i',,;ir,- •:d biom,.:tric studLos. 

.v• lnflatabiu b.-.r•t 'vith •Lttt,c''•r! xLtor. j,f%,:r .' sem. ewhat cxhaustin,• 
two-week jourt•ey from Zn:;l?azdL• J_ncluii:-q cro::s!.•.• the S•hara via 

. ,,16eria , we arrived in -k, uakchctt, the cai:lta! el' i.;a•itemia, on the 
l•th September, c,c:nplete '.'•ith mist nettin:• c%uipmcnt and two common 
nots. •_ilst ',re s•:rted •ut a nu;•b,•r zf oustams ',cad other problems 

._:cs to •',• south c •' Nouakchctt 

on a l.ocl i'ioodcd 1.? r.:ccnt r•l•s, _.ha ':.,ere k. leasunt•7 surprised that 
the first artder= _ '.,o cnuf;ht carriua.c. 5rltish Fi.tl• .?21d the first 
Ringed Plover •. Swedish rinc• . 

The Vano 6'.Lr./•u.i•t .ks situ;:t,.;d :•bout 150 .... Lies z•orth of 
lkuakchott .v,.d c'.,, l•,• rc:•,•ku•l ...•.•,;• ' ,the. tJeacl• •t !,}w ti{o an6 cress 

nountry. Ti•o k,..':"tic '"•' i_.,.-.'. ,•' '.'t,Jrk•,•' :,t tk,, '-,:::c d'..rjuir. 
are t_:r•vin•: cc•.sid,;rabl,/ '_•r,• ,L];'['_i. cui_t r.:•d difl',•r'•nt than on 
previous ""/.•dar •t,editi.•ns". ,,',: ,:re usLn; ::ci•:r stills to ccnw:rt 
sea water tc rr•sn w,:t•:r ,':s thu t,u,:rer;t su•,[,iy Car v; tor, ['uui 
l'cc• i:s ?[cuakchL,tt. l:. ad(lJ.ti•, ' '..r,• l,.;'.m'•:... -u2',': catct•i:•.j skills 
to d•t,'•in fr,.sh fish. '.';,• havu ,_:'s b: :Ll ished .. "i:':s• c?,mp" by '• 
inlut near tu the ma•t compiux •,{' mu•'lats. 7o have now sl.ent 
weeks in the field, ttnd tt•c i'o!1owi•tj is e..,:u•nary of some of the 
results obt•ned so far. 

Wader Counts 

'Pie have attempted to itcate and count all the high-tide wader 
roosts• which is not •:a •;asy t•sk, as the Zo?vor'a covered mudflats 
extend to about 15 '.i!es kY 12 !:tiles interspersed-vith islands. 
To e•_..ch all thu roost sites .... e have enlisted the heir' sf the local 

IF•aguon fishermen who c?m. navigate the difficult channels between 
the mudflats in their •.oass with very shallow iraughts. 0n the 
high tide series of 10th-i2th October, 
in Table 1. 



TABLE I - VfADER C•SUS, A'2•C d'.•C, EI.• 10th-iSth 
OCTOBER, 1973 

3aF-ta [lad C, od;'Jit 21• 

Knot 125, 
0yst erc etcher 3,0 
Gre)• Ptovcr 2•000 
T•nstone 3, 
Curlew I r•'• 

7•himb rel 2,000 
Small •7ad•r S•p. 176,000 

625,000 

ß Estimated i:roportions in Small 'Jadcr spp: 

Rin d:ed P!cver 2,000 
Kentish Plover •, 000 
Little Stint 
Duniin 12•, 
Curlew S andpil;er 27,000 
•.•nderl •n6 o C)OC. 

The cstim?.tion •,f' th. campos'•'_ic.a ' • the 
somewhat tcntativ• ::•:c.•s•_, •f' •'•'..•,.nc•:" :h' the: c•m•pos•ti.o• af 
'- '' .•-.d icons:.: flocks f'ro::: o•,e •:]_,,.c•J t• 

:•sti•juish•,,' :•l,,•c-tes kh •,.h:.zud •'l_,,cks in f"l.h•;ht. i_,• ,•dditi.on, the 
figure Ls almost cur'tai•:ly a•: u•,derusti:nat• ;,,:3 tkc small •,/adurs tend 
to •oost in loo:•:r F!ucks alon,; t}lo tidewrack. 

It is clear that the situation has }:oe• cha::L;ing continuously 
with large .arrivals of many sliecics (p.%rzicularly 3ar-tailed Godv•it 
ß •d Redshank) to'•ards the and •sf /]upt•m•or •-4•,i •.mly October. 
Frcm th• basis •.f [,hc counts of December !?/]., th.sr• 'tre probably 
m•my ::,ore waders ([•arl.icularly D•,lin) t•' •rri.v' ' ,.•t. Clc'•rly the 
3•0 d' lrCu• [s all •spcciaily i:'•p•. •ant v/knteri,•S arc:• for the 
Der-tailed Godwit. 

'Je have found an cxceilcnt mist netti.'•g site at a tidal lagoon 
at CAp Timinis, where ;•e have caught up to 300 b.•rds per night, 
•md 1,•98 in six nights netting6. It has both difficult to avoid 
catchug some of th,• 20,000 Black Terns which roost in the lagoon: 
Common nettLng is a less suitable technique as there are few 
suitable sites and the tidal range is, at the most, 2 .metres. 
To date, 3,136 birds have been caught, inclu½lin;.; •2 foreign controls 
as sho-;m in Table If. " 



,/ 

Czstercatcher 
?,inged 
Little ?,in,:ed 
Kentish 

Grey Plover 
Turn st one 

Wh•.broi 

Bar Ta•ed God:it 

Redshm•k 

Gr•ensh•k 

•ot 

Little St•:t 

Dmnlin 

C uriew S and•,ip er 
S ande ri in 

'-,!ac h T:m• 

_ 1 

i6 

,q? 1 

•78 

991 2 
4O9 1 

•9 p 

Sandwich Tern •7 15 

,.,.z s c e i- •no ou s 220 

.56 

C. 23 .:: ,• 1,-red 

:'. 2 [(cr,,v%-• 2ritaLa 
0.24 ? :v!croccc 

c,-. - 2ritish 

! Dutch 

I Sp•ish 
22.• 9 British 

5 Danish 
1 German 

3, :1.36 32 

_Tqn c t 

Z nmmber of' fqctcr: su C ]est th'tt the '.,..t•_t -- ,.,t ', .... uiaticn 
may well be cf Russian, 

a. The percentage cf controls ebta•:od (L centre! out of 
•6 ?,dults cat•:ht) is lower tha• might be expected 
for }%:ot migratJm_g t,hrcu• Brita.•':. 

b. It :,.:ould ap9oar that the '•ill len.jths cf adult tq•ot 
are ,:q•?roxi:ateiy 2 n:n. i,::,n,•:,or th, ,• ti•o Zcclmndi• 
s•m:>ies. The ,.-Lcmetrics c,t' Russi':q Kuct 2c:uiatio:qs 
have n•.t i:een '..-ezl •:st-:biished 5'or. 

pof,u!'•.tio:'t;; .... follow:[::: '.,.n u,,,.stcri$; -.i,"r•,tzc•.: route 
(oniz 1 t:'c/Lish coKe. trot ¬,•'.'• been r,::ccr,2.:,! l_: 2rita•). 



. 

suggests many may be first s •'•r• b ß Z',', ,','•.s ':lso •aterestin,: 
• h_•v,u b inet't: : .... - that 

their r'•ouit• _ . _, 

The situati,•,n rcL•,.zd•r.,: juvunilo Kn•t _i.s ].•.ss • . ß , 

buli,•vcd that sor,.o juvenile and first su•u-,ur Grcc:•iand toter ',,,,inter 
south of B•itain ;•nd these ]•oFuiatio•s mi•:h't ::•:t h•vc zrrivc•% Lt 
'•est •',fric: yet. :fie have found many juw•,•ile •zot in n highly . 

exhausted condition. ,i major c..'.jective for "•vemb,:r is tc catch 
as many I•ot a:• possible. 

Dunl• 

Detaiic,i biOmetric. :•a. lysis will be rcqt•irod re: separate the 
populmtions present but it se(:ms that the :./:jcrity of D,•alLn c%u•t 
so far are SchLnzii with smaller numucrs cf .[• •__•a %nd virtually no 
arc•ica. 720 cf the 991 D•iLn caught s• f.r !,zve bc•n juveniles 
but this could be p•rtially due zo catchin;j •ias• as :,•imost all were 
not •zettcd. With luck it will ]'e possible to co•mon net a lar•er 
roostin/• s•ple in !,iovumber. 

Other Species 

Tt is h•'ped tl•.%t suuOfictuntly 1T,;c ::t..:i l.•s c.mn •'e trai:ped of 
most s•ec:l. cs (,•:.:ce•t Bar-tailed Ood,vit) tc ß [!•:v,' useful analysis. 
Th• data ..•i/,.l i",evitab!.z be l•:ss complete.., ..... vov.•r, than f:r the 
i'•z•ot a'nd Dunlin. 

Thu i•lan.'• _for the .,e:,:t month, . _ 
England, at thu b,•,ii•:ir,,_• of' D,•cembcr, -ire t,, •.."kc % further wader 
.co•t at the end of November, and to cotttinue to obtaLn ringing 
.s,•plos at Cap Tigris at inturv.•ls of about t:zo •eeks. In 
addition, we shall be ' --' ' ' - •r,/ln,• to ccm•qr, •t s tr",•i:•cu of v,':tders .For 

oront from our mist r•etted ;:•n:f,l•s. '.7o .'.r,. :,i• Iioctir_c 
mud sa•sples• :tnd the :[nv•rtcbr"•t• •'%una so,:ms to b,• l•v,e?'•soi.z rich. 
Liver sampl,•s are 

The L;anc d'•'_rguin in cert.' .,•.l_y ,".-•'or•,, .... ,•~rl•..;•i • ttrer. L:•oeu., 
nct only for its j•c:pulati,,,n's ,: ff ".tnter'•c .varig, r::, l ut ..ls• for its 
'mnique bree•n[: c(:ionies •i' ,•rcund-nest•t: P•:!ico::::• Sf, oonbilis• 
Egrots• Herons .v. nd Cormorants. Fortun•t,:l'y the area is •i:•ii 
protected by nat•al barrit•rs but breedin4 coionius are extremely 
'•iner-tble to stay devolupraents .[n• flor examl,le, tuuris::-vhich might 
•ccur. 


