PROGRESS REPCRT 0N THE [AURITANL, EAPZDITION

Ve Tene DICK

Ioeosplite of the advarces L. the kacclodes of wader migration
in Burope and North africa in the last {aw ygu-u, very little is
kncvm about the l:portance <nd positicon ot the Yoot Alrican coast-
lire in the =isration syst: o' Palcearctic waders. This autumn
& six-man cxpediticn from Ensgiend ond Frarce 15 tased ot the Zanc
d'.rguin in ilnuritanio te attonpt to ansvor sone of the many
questicons which hnve arisen us o result of recont ctudies in
BEuropce

The Banc d'irguin consists of a huse cooplex of mudflats and
151 ds 1 a d tirely b L Haharn Doas o i3 nrobstly thoe
lslands bordered entirely by the saharn Desert, ood 1s probatly C
mest important winterin,s ~ren Lor iurine P*lu;rﬁt*c vaders in ‘est

~Irica. L count of waders in Decemver 1971 i dicated that there
were rrobably at least one :illicr waders winteriny there. The

main objectives ¢’ the rresent oxpediticn arc twefcld @ firstly, tc
ccnsus the nunber 'nd species of wmders ‘r t‘;;g “ene d'Lrguir I'ren

Septemhur until Decenber, to tic in with ¢ Letoranticnal YWader
cxsu in Burcpes  secondlv, te Loetormine t;. cccoraphical crisin
' the wndors Ly neenns o rivgcirs oad bilomstric ctudics.

The expedition 1o lard=ibrsod and L usico: twe Dand- Revers wnd
o lnflatable boot rith cuthioard rotoer. JIEer o somewhat e i
. two=week journcy from &nglanu, lncluiixq crocaing the Sahara via
wlgeria, we arrived in Icuskchott, the capital of lLauwritaniz, o the
1h4th Septemoer, couplete with mist netting eguipment and twe commen
nets. Whilst we sorted cut a nwbur <L customs and other problens
we spent oneniht mist -etting 10 dles to the scuth of Nouakehctt

on a pocl fleoded by rocent ralac, wad were | leaswntly surprised that
the first Sonderling we caught warlu& . oritish ring ond the first
Rirged Plover = Swedish ring! .

t

The Ranc a'&nguln is gltu vtod ‘bout 15C wiles ncerth of
cunkchott ond ¢ be ronchiad ciorn s the beoelh at W/W tide and cross

Ocurtry. Thie Luq?:t‘ e lo s o0t working s o the Troie d'lorcudn

cre proving considorabl, nore 5 Uicult ond dilferent than on
previous "ader Exveditions™. e oarc using sclinr stills toe cenvert
sea woter to Lrech witer as tho Lunarest suypiy Ter woter, fucl and

- ﬂ is Nouakehott. © To addition wo v Lotamiiig: now catehing skills
tc vhtrin Lrosh fish. 7o nave oot Llluh&d L Mease camp” by wn

irlet rear te the main complex of mudflats. 7o have new spent six

weeks in the field, and the Lollowing is o sumsary of some of the
results obtained s fur.

Wader Counts

e have attempted to lecate and count =z1ll the high-tide wader
roosts, which 1s nct an uasy task, as the Zostere, covered oudflats
extend to about 15 wiles by 12 "11bs 1ntors%cjjza with islandse.

To reach oll the roost sites we have enlistced the nelp of the local

Toraguen fishermern who can navigate the difficult channels between

the mudflats in their hoats with very cshallew draughts. Or. the

high tide series of 10th-13th October, e c¢stimated the tctals given
y Table 1.
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T.BLE 1 - VLDER CHEISUS, 2.1C d'iRGUIN 10th-18th
CCTOBIER, 1973

Tar=tailcod Godwit 213,000
Redshank LG60 , 500
Knet 125,000
Oystcrcatcher 3,000
~ Grey Plover 2,000
Turnstone /’QUO
Curlew 1,000
‘himbrel 2,000
* Small Wader Sipe 176,000

TOT.L : 625,000

* Estirated propertions in Small Wader spp:

Ringed Plover 2,000
Kentish Flover eleld
Little Stint L,C0C
Dunlin 123,C00
Curlew Sandpiper 27,000
Sanderling 9,006

The cstimation of th ccapositicn @ £ the "omell wader sppe’ L1e
somewhat tentotive bocuse of Jif0 . rances i the composition of
f'eedin: flecks frowm ovne plice to uwother, ~nd the difficulty of
distin,uishis,: cpecles Lo owixed Plocks 1o £7145ht. In addition, thc
figure is almes® certoinly an w.dercstimete ns the small waders tend
tc roost in looser [locks alony; the tidewrack.

It is clear that the situaticn hags beon chiy:ing continuously
with large arrivals of many specics (pqrtL ularly 3ar-tailed Godwit
and Rcdohank) towards the ond of Septembor ~nd corly October.

Frem the basis of the counts of December 1971, thoure are prcbably
nany wore weders (perticularly Dwidin) to ~rrive . ut. Clearly the
Banc d' Lrpuin is on oespecially loportant winterdns arce for the
lar-tailed Godwit. '

Rj_n{:'j_np-

e have found an excellent mist nectting site at a tidal lagecon
at Cap Timinis, wherc we have caught up to 300 birds per night,
and 1,398 in six nights netting. It hns beuon difficult to avoid
catching some of the 20,000 Black Terns which roost in the lagoent
Common netting is n less suitable technique as there arc few
suitable sites and the tidal range is, at the mest, 2 metres.

Tc date, 3,136 birds have been caught, including %2 foreign controls
as shown in Table II. ;



. T - ey . | - . ey T z
TLILE I7 - RINGING TOTLLS 16.%.77 o 20410072

Oystcrecatcher .
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Dunlin 991 2 .2  Lorway, Zritain
Curiev Sandpiper 409 1 C.2L 7 Mcrocco
Sanderiing A 1 Te25 Tritoin

“lack Tern 285

Comnorn Torn 130 9 5o “ritish

German
Dutch
Spanish
British
Danish
German

Sendwich Tern 657 15 2244

HARAO B o v

Hiscellancous 220

3,136 32
Come prolimirary comments con ioownde on the oot collected oo I
‘et

. number of facters zugssest thot the wlult (mot porulaticn
nay well be of Russian, os ¢pposced to Gree:

Lond, crigine

ae The percentage of contrcels chtained (i contrcl out of
346 adults cawsht) is lcwer thon nizht be cxpected
for Knot miyrating throush Britain.

be It would appear thet the »11ll lensthe of adult Knot
are cpproxinately 2 rme longer thoor the Ieelandic
BATP13Se The nicmetrics of Russinn Knct populations

D l:_

have not boen wvell cetohlished yot,

2. The Kact here orc wmeultin: cceraider - vly later than
the Greonlond poerulatices dn Srite i,

Qe the contrel fron Polac?
populntions ~re Tollowing
(only 1 Folish contrcl hns

S oussests thot these
' sirratic: rcute
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~hu wide ranze of ncult scores of the Knct causht so far
sugpests many may be first swnier birds. I% w23 nisc interesting
that many adults have beer incronsingg in woi.nt towerds the ond of

thelr moult, up to about 150 ima.

- The situation regording juveniic Knct io Jose o lear ns it-is
belicved that sore juvenile and first surer Greenland Knot winte
south of’ Britain and thesc populations mi ht ot hieve 2rrived in
lest iLfrica yet. e have found many juveaile Knot in o highly
exhausted conditicne 4 major orjective forp Novemboer is te cateh
23 Rnany Knot as possible.

Dunlin

Detailcd bidmetric :nalysis will he reguired to scparate the
populations presont but it seems that the oajerity of Dualin caught
s¢ far are Schinzii with sanller aumbers of ~lpico and virtually nc
arctica. 720 cf the 991 Dunlin caugnt sc Dor Lave boen juveniles
but this could be p'rtlallj duc to catching bins, as nlmost oll were
not netted. With Iuck it »ill e possible tc common net a larger

roosting sample in November.

Other Species

It is heped tivt sufficicntly Lawrce i les can te trapped <f
most species (;Auvpt Bar-toiled Godwit) to - llow useful analysis.
The data v«}l inevitably be less complets, _.ovover, than for the

“not and Dunlin.

The plons tor the nect month, hefere we lonve Mauritanin for
England, at the be,dnning of D\C(thr, arc t«o noke 2o further wader
count at the end of November, ond to cortinuc to obtain ringing
samples at Cap Timiris at intervils of' cbout twe weeks. In
cddition, we shall be tryin: to coman net soaples of waders-for
the larper recatine {lecks og thelir compecition mey well be diff-
crent from cur mist netted samploes. e onre oloo 1leetirs
mud samples, ond the invertebrate Ununa scems te Lo lmmenscely rich.
Liver samples arc being colliveted Uer pesticide cnalynis.

The Banc A'!xrpuin dic certs nly o vorv renarkstlo aren Indeed,
nct only for its pepulations of wintering xadcrs, rut s lse ror dts
unique breeding colonics of sround=nestine 13
Esrets, Herons wnd Cormorants. Fortunat-:iy thc crea 1o well
protected by natural barriers but breeding colicnivs arc extremely
rulnerzble to any developments in, {or exomple, touris:: which might
pCcCur.




