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Ringing and Migration Confercnce

If petrol permits this Conference should have a really excellent
programme for ringers interecsted in waders. ot ronly will we have a
session on Sunday during which Nieck Branson will t alk on Grey Plover,
Ted Ponting on Turnstone, but the Saturday evening Wader Study Group
meeting will be followed by a symposium on Dunlin. ‘Among the speakers
will be, we hope, Clare Lloyd (weights), Tony Hardy‘(recoveries),
Peter Ferns (races), Clive Minton (moult), and Tony Prater (numbers).
This promises to be a most intceresting session and cne that everycne
will be able to contribute towards. :

We are not circulating an agenda for the short business meeting
before Swanwick. However, if anyone has any point-that they wish
to raise, we hope they will nct hesitate to do sc. '

Subscriptions

Once avndn o goontle romindor thet 1970 1o canlng o ong and vwe
hope that you will pay your subreription promptly. -~ The Treasurcr
is still

Ron Birch, 3 Thornberry Closc, Sausghall, Chester
and P.Os/cheques for 50p should be made out tc R. Birch, Wader Study
Group.

Numbers of Waders Ringed

As you will have noticed, we have not included this table for
the last two bulletins, we will have u whole year's ringing summarised
in the next (March) bulletin, so please let me have your figures for
April-June 1973, July=-September 1973 and October 1973-March 1974.
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RECENT RECOVERIES

Cystercatcher
Pull 7.6.73 W.Uist, Outer Hebrides + Baic du ilont St.
- S " iichel, France. —  20.8.73
Pull 7.6.55 Skckholm, Pcmbr. x Tafly, Carms. 22.10.73
Ad  18.2.64 liorecamue Bay « Arnessysls, Iceland 2L4.6.73
Ad 18.1.69 " " x Faeroes 18.6.73
Ad 22.10.64 Dee x " 20.8.73
IY 9.12.72 Conway River i " Be7473
Ad 7.9.68 Burry Inlet b4 " 21.9.75
Ad 21.8.67 Wash x n 21.6.73
id 7+.9.68 Burry Inlet x Sor=Trondclag, Norway 2l.7.73
v 19.3.69 " " ¥ Regaland, Norway 25.8.73
Ad 3.11.68 Morecambe Bay x " " 2346475
PJ 4.10.70 " " ¥ Troms, " 67473
Ad 15.11.70 " " ¥ lore cg Romsdal, "  19.7.73
PJ 18.12.71 " " x Telemark, llorway le7e73
Ad 11.8.67 Tash %< Hore og Romsdal " 21.7.73
Ad 12.8.67 " x Rogaland " 0.6.73
Ld 13.8.67 . -
(& 549.67) " < liore og Romsdal " 25.7.73
Ld 13.8.67 " x Hordland " 1247673
ad 17.2.68 " % Rogalond " 12.7.73
4Ld 30.1.71 " v " " Le7e73
Ld 8+8.71 " % Hore og Romsdal "  10.9.73
Ad 19.8.67 " + Sinclland, Denmark 1.6.73
Ld 7.9.68 Burry Inlet + Jyllang - " 1.9.75
Ad . 30.1.72 Solway % Nord Holland, Netherlands 4.8.73
Iy 18.1.69 Poole Harbour x Shetlend ' 29.7473
Tmm 12.11.66 Burry Inlet b " 22.7473
PJ 18.8.70 Morecambe Bay x " YeT7e73
Ld 7e1l.73 Solway X N 0.3473
Ld 17.8.66 Burry Inlet » Crkacy 1.7.75
FG 9,12.72 Conway River b " 20.7+73
Ringed Plover
PJ 21.8.71 Dee v lorccambe Eoy 23.8.72
+ Pearyland,
1B Grecnland Zelel3
PJ 19.5.72 lLiorccambe Bay % Scqresbysund,
- ‘ NE Greenland 22.6.73
Iy 19.9.72 Bardney, Lincs. v rrondheimsf jord,
‘ Yorway 12.8.73
Pull 12.7.72 Pentney, Norfolk v Conway River 2949473
Pull 24.6.73 “ash v lorecrmbe BRay 9.9.73
Golden Plover
PJ 12.11.65 Swale, Kent + Jylland, Denmark 9.8.73
Turnstcne
ad 5.8.67 Wash + Pearyland, .Ee
Greenland Le7e73
Ad 11.8.72 Hayle, Cornwall % Finistcre, France 29.7.73
Snipe
FG 25.9.71 iligon, Lancs + Dunkeld, Perth L4e9e73
Ld 23.12.72 Redcar Yorks. + Dowrefl jell, orway  19.9.73



Woodceck
PJ 3Ce34/C Copeland, Co. Down. + Vormiond, Sweden 177673
PJ 7+1.73 Sevenoaks, Kent + Phrnu, Zstonia 184073
Commen Sandpiper
PJ . 3.5.7%3 [bberton, Essex x Aalsund, Norway 10.7.73
Knot
Ld Re2.70 tlorecambe Bay + Thulc, W Greenland 30.5.73
Iy 25+.2471 lash + HreJulianbhacb ST " 23.7.73
Ad 19.2.72 ‘iash % Hentlantic Occan, just

off S.E.Greenland 5¢3¢73
id 7+3470 " %z Hofnarf jordier,

) Tceland 8.8.73
ad 27.8.68 " + JyllLLd Denmork 5¢8.73
Ld 26410.68 " + " 545473
Ad 23.11.68 " + " " 9.8.73
2Y ’ 14-04070 " + " " 5.8.73
PJ 5.12.71 " + " " 10.8473
1Y 4+410.7C lorecambe Bay + " " 17.8.73
Ld 5.11.72 Ribble < bchl 38 -HOlgtElF,

jest | Ger :‘ny 2205.73
PJ 21.12.72 Morecoambe Bay < " " Re8e73
G 21.12.,72 " b " " 8.8.73

The t'irst major catches of Knot tc be mode in the Netherlands were
cbtnined in September rnd they included the follcwing rlnged Knet, 211 of
which were ~ndult unless mentioned.

Vlieland cn 2.9.73
Ringed on the Wash 26.8.60, 23.1.66, 18.2.68, 26.10.68, 27.8.69,
2724 71 19,2472, 12.24 72.
On Morecambe Buy 22.12.68, 8.2.70.
On the Dee  20.11.65 (IY)

Schiermonnikoc;: on 24/25.9.73

Ffom thU W‘"‘-Sh 26'8.60’ 609-63 (IY), 7.3'70, 19011070, 1908'72'
From Merccnmbe Bay 8.2.70, 18.3.73

i1so there were

id 1lhe2.72 Dee v Schiermonnikoog 3.10.73
Ad 23.11.68 Wash v " 6.10.73
Sanderling
id 19.5.73 Morccambe Bay v Nounkchott,

Mauritania 16.9.73
PJ 23.5.70 Dee v Wash 29.7473
Avocet

Pull 18.6.71 ifinsmere, Suffolk + .lgnrve, Portugal 1848473



PROGRESS REPCRT 0N THE [AURITANL, EAPZDITION

Ve Tene DICK

Ioeosplite of the advarces L. the kacclodes of wader migration
in Burope and North africa in the last {aw ygu-u, very little is
kncvm about the l:portance <nd positicon ot the Yoot Alrican coast-
lire in the =isration syst: o' Palcearctic waders. This autumn
& six-man cxpediticn from Ensgiend ond Frarce 15 tased ot the Zanc
d'.rguin in ilnuritanio te attonpt to ansvor sone of the many
questicons which hnve arisen us o result of recont ctudies in
BEuropce

The Banc d'irguin consists of a huse cooplex of mudflats and
151 ds 1 a d tirely b L Haharn Doas o i3 nrobstly thoe
lslands bordered entirely by the saharn Desert, ood 1s probatly C
mest important winterin,s ~ren Lor iurine P*lu;rﬁt*c vaders in ‘est

~Irica. L count of waders in Decemver 1971 i dicated that there
were rrobably at least one :illicr waders winteriny there. The

main objectives ¢’ the rresent oxpediticn arc twefcld @ firstly, tc
ccnsus the nunber 'nd species of wmders ‘r t‘;;g “ene d'Lrguir I'ren

Septemhur until Decenber, to tic in with ¢ Letoranticnal YWader
cxsu in Burcpes  secondlv, te Loetormine t;. cccoraphical crisin
' the wndors Ly neenns o rivgcirs oad bilomstric ctudics.

The expedition 1o lard=ibrsod and L usico: twe Dand- Revers wnd
o lnflatable boot rith cuthioard rotoer. JIEer o somewhat e i
. two=week journcy from &nglanu, lncluiixq crocaing the Sahara via
wlgeria, we arrived in Icuskchott, the capital of lLauwritaniz, o the
1h4th Septemoer, couplete with mist netting eguipment and twe commen
nets. Whilst we sorted cut a nwbur <L customs and other problens
we spent oneniht mist -etting 10 dles to the scuth of Nouakehctt

on a pocl fleoded by rocent ralac, wad were | leaswntly surprised that
the first Sonderling we caught warlu& . oritish ring ond the first
Rirged Plover = Swedish ring! .

t

The Ranc a'&nguln is gltu vtod ‘bout 15C wiles ncerth of
cunkchott ond ¢ be ronchiad ciorn s the beoelh at W/W tide and cross

Ocurtry. Thie Luq?:t‘ e lo s o0t working s o the Troie d'lorcudn

cre proving considorabl, nore 5 Uicult ond dilferent than on
previous "ader Exveditions™. e oarc using sclinr stills toe cenvert
sea woter to Lrech witer as tho Lunarest suypiy Ter woter, fucl and

- ﬂ is Nouakehott. © To addition wo v Lotamiiig: now catehing skills
tc vhtrin Lrosh fish. 7o nave oot Llluh&d L Mease camp” by wn

irlet rear te the main complex of mudflats. 7o have new spent six

weeks in the field, and the Lollowing is o sumsary of some of the
results obtained s fur.

Wader Counts

e have attempted to lecate and count =z1ll the high-tide wader
roosts, which 1s nct an uasy task, as the Zostere, covered oudflats
extend to about 15 wiles by 12 "11bs 1ntors%cjjza with islandse.

To reach oll the roost sites we have enlistced the nelp of the local

Toraguen fishermern who can navigate the difficult channels between

the mudflats in their hoats with very cshallew draughts. Or. the

high tide series of 10th-13th October, e c¢stimated the tctals given
y Table 1.
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T.BLE 1 - VLDER CHEISUS, 2.1C d'iRGUIN 10th-18th
CCTOBIER, 1973

Tar=tailcod Godwit 213,000
Redshank LG60 , 500
Knet 125,000
Oystcrcatcher 3,000
~ Grey Plover 2,000
Turnstone /’QUO
Curlew 1,000
‘himbrel 2,000
* Small Wader Sipe 176,000

TOT.L : 625,000

* Estirated propertions in Small Wader spp:

Ringed Plover 2,000
Kentish Flover eleld
Little Stint L,C0C
Dunlin 123,C00
Curlew Sandpiper 27,000
Sanderling 9,006

The cstimation of th ccapositicn @ £ the "omell wader sppe’ L1e
somewhat tentotive bocuse of Jif0 . rances i the composition of
f'eedin: flecks frowm ovne plice to uwother, ~nd the difficulty of
distin,uishis,: cpecles Lo owixed Plocks 1o £7145ht. In addition, thc
figure is almes® certoinly an w.dercstimete ns the small waders tend
tc roost in looser [locks alony; the tidewrack.

It is clear that the situaticn hags beon chiy:ing continuously
with large arrivals of many specics (pqrtL ularly 3ar-tailed Godwit
and Rcdohank) towards the ond of Septembor ~nd corly October.

Frem the basis of the counts of December 1971, thoure are prcbably
nany wore weders (perticularly Dwidin) to ~rrive . ut. Clearly the
Banc d' Lrpuin is on oespecially loportant winterdns arce for the
lar-tailed Godwit. '

Rj_n{:'j_np-

e have found an excellent mist nectting site at a tidal lagecon
at Cap Timinis, wherc we have caught up to 300 birds per night,
and 1,398 in six nights netting. It hns beuon difficult to avoid
catching some of the 20,000 Black Terns which roost in the lagoent
Common netting is n less suitable technique as there arc few
suitable sites and the tidal range is, at the mest, 2 metres.

Tc date, 3,136 birds have been caught, including %2 foreign controls
as shown in Table II. ;
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Oystcrecatcher .

Ringed Plover 55 1 e
Little Rin.ed Plover
Kentisn Plover

Grey Plover .
Turnstone : A
Whimbrel
Bor Tailed Godirit : 6
Redshank
Grecnshank
Knot

Little Stint

- -

1 LeiH  TFinland

0.56 Telgiun

1 0.25 Foland
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Dunlin 991 2 .2  Lorway, Zritain
Curiev Sandpiper 409 1 C.2L 7 Mcrocco
Sanderiing A 1 Te25 Tritoin

“lack Tern 285

Comnorn Torn 130 9 5o “ritish

German
Dutch
Spanish
British
Danish
German

Sendwich Tern 657 15 2244

HARAO B o v

Hiscellancous 220

3,136 32
Come prolimirary comments con ioownde on the oot collected oo I
‘et

. number of facters zugssest thot the wlult (mot porulaticn
nay well be of Russian, os ¢pposced to Gree:

Lond, crigine

ae The percentage of contrcels chtained (i contrcl out of
346 adults cawsht) is lcwer thon nizht be cxpected
for Knot miyrating throush Britain.

be It would appear thet the »11ll lensthe of adult Knot
are cpproxinately 2 rme longer thoor the Ieelandic
BATP13Se The nicmetrics of Russinn Knct populations

D l:_

have not boen wvell cetohlished yot,

2. The Kact here orc wmeultin: cceraider - vly later than
the Greonlond poerulatices dn Srite i,

Qe the contrel fron Polac?
populntions ~re Tollowing
(only 1 Folish contrcl hns

S oussests thot these
' sirratic: rcute
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~hu wide ranze of ncult scores of the Knct causht so far
sugpests many may be first swnier birds. I% w23 nisc interesting
that many adults have beer incronsingg in woi.nt towerds the ond of

thelr moult, up to about 150 ima.

- The situation regording juveniic Knct io Jose o lear ns it-is
belicved that sore juvenile and first surer Greenland Knot winte
south of’ Britain and thesc populations mi ht ot hieve 2rrived in
lest iLfrica yet. e have found many juveaile Knot in o highly
exhausted conditicne 4 major orjective forp Novemboer is te cateh
23 Rnany Knot as possible.

Dunlin

Detailcd bidmetric :nalysis will he reguired to scparate the
populations presont but it seems that the oajerity of Dualin caught
s¢ far are Schinzii with sanller aumbers of ~lpico and virtually nc
arctica. 720 cf the 991 Dunlin caugnt sc Dor Lave boen juveniles
but this could be p'rtlallj duc to catching bins, as nlmost oll were
not netted. With Iuck it »ill e possible tc common net a larger

roosting sample in November.

Other Species

It is heped tivt sufficicntly Lawrce i les can te trapped <f
most species (;Auvpt Bar-toiled Godwit) to - llow useful analysis.
The data v«}l inevitably be less complets, _.ovover, than for the

“not and Dunlin.

The plons tor the nect month, hefere we lonve Mauritanin for
England, at the be,dnning of D\C(thr, arc t«o noke 2o further wader
count at the end of November, ond to cortinuc to obtain ringing
samples at Cap Timiris at intervils of' cbout twe weeks. In
cddition, we shall be tryin: to coman net soaples of waders-for
the larper recatine {lecks og thelir compecition mey well be diff-
crent from cur mist netted samploes. e onre oloo 1leetirs
mud samples, ond the invertebrate Ununa scems te Lo lmmenscely rich.
Liver samples arc being colliveted Uer pesticide cnalynis.

The Banc A'!xrpuin dic certs nly o vorv renarkstlo aren Indeed,
nct only for its pepulations of wintering xadcrs, rut s lse ror dts
unique breeding colonics of sround=nestine 13
Esrets, Herons wnd Cormorants. Fortunat-:iy thc crea 1o well
protected by natural barriers but breeding colicnivs arc extremely
rulnerzble to any developments in, {or exomple, touris:: which might
pCcCur.
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FOREIGIH RIIGED

"IADERS RECOVERED

1971 and 1972

Oystercatcher

Full 7.7:7C M7, Peninsular, Iceland
Pull 9.7.72 Stokkseyri, Iceland
Jug 16.8.72 Hvalf jordur, Iceland

Pull 23.6.67 Recaland, Norway
Pull 20.6.68 " "

Pull 20.6.68 " "

Pull 25.6.69 ilcre & Remsdel Norway
Pull 29.6.70 i "
Pull 27.6.71 " "

Ty 10.7.69 cutland, Denmark

Lapwing

Pull 11.6.62
Pull 7.6.63
Pull 14.6.67

Cstergotland, Sweden
Vaasa, Iinland
Fwiesland, Metherlands -

Full L.6.71 ioecland, "
Pull 3C.5.71 Hare, Minland
eI 1he3.72 T TMlonders, Celgiun

Rinsged Plover

Pull 1lL.0.6, Jutland, Dennmark

Golden Plover

FG 7.9.63 Friesland, etheriands
Pull 20.6.72 Vestmon Izl. Iceland
Eurnstogg

Ad. 23.5.53 lidaes, Iceloand

Ad. 25.5.71 llidnes, "

ade 25.5.72  Stokksuyri,
Ade 2A45.72 Gardskasi, it
Id. 348472 Hafnart jordur "
"Pull 19.7.70 Vaasa, Finland

Iy lh.8.7l Turku & Pori Finland

IY 30.8.71 Rogaland, Norway
FG L.9.69 Zeebrug;e, Belpium
Snipe

Of the 38 recoveries none was of an aged 1V
wvere ringed in the autumn - the excepticn was

vear. 41l but one

PJ 19.4.59 intwerpen, Delgiun

<<<MN<<§>:HH

v

e

X

T"’ 0

BER S

TAIN I

Shanncn Airport, Clare 1C.2.72
ballyeroy, ilayo . 22.12.72
Rescsiare darbe ir, Vexford ¢.12.72
"Iuah 2}—(»-0 12 72
Vinsh 30.7.72
Teegmouth 23.1.71
Lindistar e- 12671
Wash - 3.0.71
Tash 1760478
Wash 30.1.71
Tetney, Lincs. Z7.11.72
Alfreton, Derby 1971

Newpeort, Shropshire aCele/Z
Kilrusi, Clare T5.11.72
Dencaster, YOorks. 2Hela72

Hitcnin, Herts. 2343.72

icrecambe Bay 2348472

Ashficrd, Kent 27e1lle 71
Pcrtacloy, May 2C.10.7¢<
Coatherline, Kinecardine 12.l.72
Angsdle o, Pemurcke Crelel?
Trociy L7 i5.9.72
Cornoustic, Ansus Tella72
Portsmcuth, Hompshire 22.10.72
Hayle, Cornwall 1l.2.72
Wash 3C.7.72
Wash 28.8.72
Bradarell, ex 2L.10.71

tird recovered in its first

Sittinsbourne, Kent 2642472

The wmonths and ccunties of recovery are summarised fcr the rest.

From Finland

Lancashire 2e71 5  Yorkchire
From Sweden
Ireland Cffaiy 1.71 3 Armagh
Corle 1le.71 5 Kerry
" 1171 5 Woxford

3.772

Tipperar-

2.72

l_l
=P \D
L]
~ =l
RN
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Scotland Peebles 9.71 ; Terwick 10.72

England Devon 12.71 ; Norfolk 1.71
" L].. 72 ’. " 9.71
Kent 2.71 3 Suffolk 12.71
Sussex 12.72 ; Lincs. 11.72
. From Nofw@z v
. ) Cork 3.71
From Denmark
Aberdeen 1l.71 ; Devon l2.72 -
Antrin 1.71 ; armagh 1.71
Antrim 11.71 ; Tyrone 1.71
From Germany
Galway 11.71 H Wexford 11.71
inglesey 11,71 H Statfcrd 10.71
Devon 471 :
From the Netherlands
Lines. 3.71 ; Suffolk 1.71
Lancs. 10.72 H Hampshire 1C.71
from Lelgiun
From Guernsey
Dorset 11.71
From Czechoslovakia
Angus 11.71
Jack Snipe
F¢ 17.10.70 E.Flanders, Zelgium v Leish, Lancsa. 23.1.72

v Leigh, Lancs 212472
Woodcock

Pull 5.8.70 Turku & Pori, Finland
PT 31.5.71 Oulu "

Ad  23.10.71 Jutland, Denmark Brigg, Lincs. 22.1.72
FG 6.11.69 Texel, Netherlands Walsham, Suffolk 11.4.71

x A4lfold, Surrey 30.1.71

+

+

. X

G 16.11.%1 " " x Stornoway, O.Hebrides 26.12.72
. +

+

+

+

Dorking, Surrey 27.12.71

. FG 5.12.69 TFriesland " Quidenham, Norfolk - 8.1.72
FG ~10.11.71 " T Wakefield, Yorks. 29.1.72
¢ 19.,11.71 = ¢ " Dover, Kent » 16.12.71
¢ 27.11.70 Nord Helland " ‘Bridgnorth, Shropshire 2.12.72

Curlew

Pull 6.6.66 Vaasa, Finland + Chichester, Sussex 5.2.72

Pull 8.6.66 " " v Roe Estuary, Londonderry 3.12.72
Pull 30.6.63 " " -+ Hoclbeach, ash 2h.9.72
Pull 8.6.70 Tukrku & Pecri " : x Leugh Foyle "7 27.7.71
Pull 12.6.70 Kymi " + Holbeach, Wash 2.1.72
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Curlew (confd,)

Pull 7.6.72 Hame, TFinland . x Swale, Kent , 16.11.72
Pull 30.6.69 Gotland, Sweden x Swale, " 19.11.72
Pull 18.7.70 Morrbot‘n", weoo + Hanf'ord Water, Essex 31l.1.72
Pull 18.6.72 Rogaland, Norway x Wexford 11.12.72
Pull 12,5.71 Potsdam, GDX. + Gwendraeth, Carms. 1.9.71
Pull 24.5.72 lunster, FDR. + Gwendrasth, " , 1.9.72
Pull 246.5.69 Cverijssel, Jetherlands

+ B3urnham, Scmerset 25.5.71
Pull 7.6.70 intwerper, Selgiunm + Burnham, Essex 2h.10.71
PJ 2.7.69 Zeebrugge " + Goldhanger, " 14.9.71

Bar-tailed Godwit

FG 5.9.71 Revtangen, Norway + Whiteness, Inverness 10 cr 11
1971

G 5.9.71 - " " v Lindisfarne, Northumt. 2L.11.71

Redshank

IY  3.7.71  imarer, Denmark % Foulness, Essex Le2.72

Pull 28.6.72 Holt, Iceland + Lymingten, Hampshire 2.9.72

Spotted Redshank

Juv 10.8.72 llunster, FDR. v Eyebrock Res, Rut/Leics. 2.9.72
¥not
Iy 25.8.72 lMikoszewo, Poland v Morecambe Bay 21.12.72
Ad  13.8.65 Ottenby, Sweden v Solway 14.2.71
FG  30.9.66 Reviangen, Jorway v Morecambe Bay 20.8.71
¢ 1.10.66 " " v Wash 8.10.72
FG 10.8.67 " " v Wash R.10.72
G 6.9.69 " " v Vnsh 19.2.72
G 1349469 " " v dash 19.7.72
Y 2908, /0 i " # Lnble, corthumb. 19.%477
1Y DY " " v Waosh B.10.72
I'¢  50.83.71 " " v Wash 3C.7.72
Iy 7.10.64 Vendce, Irance v Wash 8.1C.72
IY 13.9.66 " " v Dee 2.1.71

v Wash 19.2.72 & 19.3.72

G 3'906-/ " "

From Iceland there were 42 controls in Dritain cf Knot ringed by the
Cambridge Iceland expeditions. The catchcs of these were made on the

Dee:- - 2.1. 71(2), 3.1.71(1), 24.2.71(3), 12.6+72(10).

Morecambe Bay:~ 20.8.71(1), 14.3.72(2), 5.11.72(1), 21.12.72(7)
Ribble:- 22.9.71(2)"

Wash:- 27.2.71(1), 11.8.71(1), 19.2. 72(4), 19.3. 72(1), 8.10.72(6)

ﬂmr]behwukmm:rqmrmﬂ/mr&

Ad. 31.5.61 iidres, Iceland v.Morecnmbe Doy 2Le2.71
44 12.8.7C Hvammut, " ¥ aberlady Z:.y, Firth

. : o & Forth- 7e3.71
Ld  12.8.70 " " + Solway ‘ 18.3.71

Ad 12.5.72 Eyri, "o x Morecambe Day 3.12.72

P
/!



Dunlin

Only those recoveries from counties which have few are fully
summarised ~ the rest are in the table

Ad L.8.63 lMidnes, Iceland v Morecambe Bay  25.7.71
v n " 8.7.72
44 5.8.63  Midnes, " v Dee 13.8.72
Pull 14.6.65 Dalvik " v Morecambe RBay . 25.7.71
FG  25.5.64 Gt.iinov Isl.USSR. v Wash 2743071
4d f.24.7.70 " " v Dee 29.1.72
'Gm 18.8.70 " " v Morecambe Bay C2741.71
FG 5.9.69 Hiddensee, DDR. v Wash .28.8.72
44 10.8.72 Vlieland, Netherlands v Langstone Harbour 8.10.72
FG 13.9.72 " " v-Wash Lell.72
PJ 22.3.69 Kncxke, Belgium v Wash 9.8.71
F¢ 17.9.79 Zeebrugge, " v Wash 27.2.71
FG 23.8.63 Morbihan, France v Morecambe Bay 25.7.71
Juv 12.9.66  Vendee, " v Skukholm, Pekbs. 23.4.71
PJ 26.2.71 Morocco v Dee 20.8.71
COUNTRIES OF RINGING
Where
Recovered Finland Peland Sweden  Norway Denmark FDR
Solway - - - 1 - -
Ythan - i - - - -
Firth cf Forth 1 - - 3 - -
Northumberiand - - 1l 1 - -
Humber 1 - 10 5 - -
Wash 13 L 19 16 3 2
Suffolk - - 3 1 - -
Bradwell - 1 1 - - -
S.Thames 1 - 6 3 -
S.Kent - - - 1 - -
S.Coast 1 - 7 1 - -
Pembs. - - 3 - - -
N.Wales 1 1 5 8 - 1
Dee 3 L 20 9 3 3
Mersey - - - - 1 -
Morecambe Bay 5 1 7 4 1 2
TOTALLS : 26 12 82 53 9 8
Sanderling
FG 29.8.70 Revtangen, Norway v Wash - _ 28.7.72
FG 14.3.71 Cape Rown, S..frica v Wash 15.5.71
IY 30.8.71 Revtangen, Norway v Wash 19.2.72

YWADER STUDIES IN MOROCCO

In the autums of 1971 to 1973 detailed studies of waders have
been made on the .itlantic coast of Morocco (see Bulletins L4, 6, 7).
In 1971 the first University of Bast .inglia (UEL) expedition
surveyed riost of the coast and started studies at several sites.

The work at Sidi ioussa (near E1 Jadida) was continued in 1972 by
the second UE.L expedition and by a Cambridge edpedition led by
Derek Stanyard. The 1972 UEL Expedition alsc started studies at



Puertc Cansade in the Saharan scuth of the ccuntry. 1973 saw the
third successive autumn of work at Sidi Moussa due t¢ an expedition
led ty Francis irgyle. The report cf the 1971 work has already becen
published (uvailable from me) and that of the two 1972 expediticns is
nearly complete.

The purpose of this note is to point cut that further werk in
Morocco will be particularly useful in vigow of the studies that have
already taken place. Such future visits wculd %we cf maximum value
if they were direccted to the gaps in cur intormnticn. Two such zaps
occur durinz the summer (late June/early July) and in the late
autumn and winter (Octcber onwards). While » visit tc Puerto Cznsado
in the far south requires a cross-country vehicle and a substantial
Budget, this is not the case for Sidi Moussa. Mally-made-ur recads
réach this site, which is only a short distance south of Casablanca,
the main cormercisl city. The Moroccan ringing authorities welcoeme
these visits and help to obtain research permits from the goverrment.

If anyone is contemplatiri; toakiig: o rinsiy; party to licrocco
or would like mere information cn the situation, I weuld be pleased
to hear from them. I this way I should te nrle to suppiy them
with informaticn for the planning and it will he possible to cbtain
the maximum cof results from the effort.

MIKE PTENKCWSKT

st LGETG TECHIICUE FOR GOLDEN PLOVER

by Tan Sainbridie

45 the Golden Plover (Pluvinlis spricarius) is one of the f'ov
waders which 13 lel't in the catoirory off un;uuxlbl¢/SQXublc in the Jdoer

Aeelins Guide, wd as bhe specios s Leeoming more and mere o prinue
tory bt Lor eonnon=netting o wiot-nottin: toams, T deeided to shtonpt
to ind charactors to e wued oz the Bleds, by Lookins at sy many

muscun spocibens ns pogsil Lo

Hoving locked at eishty-{ive wuseun specimens, I am now
conlident that Gelden Plovers cun b aged for ~t least part cf
the .wutumnn, using the follcwin;; charactcrs:
+LDULT

The cuter webs of the cuter under tail coverts are barred
strongly gold and brown, perpendicular to the shaft of the feather,
cr at on angle towards the tail frem the feather shaftse. (fig 1.)

The breast feathers are brovm, edged dull zold. (fig 2.)

The belly feathers nre white.

Of course any Lird that shows ~ny traces ol black summer plumage
ot the end of the autumn moult is also an odult. The abcve three
criteria are for birds in winter plumage.

JUVENILE

The outer webs of the outer under tail coverts are barred less
strongly at an acute angle towards the body from the shaft (fig 3.)
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The breast fcathers are tasilcnlly jold, with o bBrown !'shaft
triangle' (fiz k.)

The belly feathers are wnite edoed bHrovm.
I am conf'ident that the wbove criteria will ase Golden Plovers

until the beginning cf November with cert-inty, as they agree with
all but twc cf the 2ged nmuseun speoimens, which for several rcasons

I belicve tc be wrongly aged. It scens thoush that mest juveniles
undergo a bedy ncult from the chlhnlnﬁ of' Nevember cnviards vhich rmay
encompass the under. toil coverts, cither whelly or partially. -hrcp

specimens irn November, January ~nd llarch cxzhivited both zdult =nd
Juvenile under tail coverts, but threc specimens, i Novemcer, January
and Lpril, exhibited only Juvenile coverts. This, ~lon; with the
drop in numbers cf specimens from November ovnwnrds, which are ageable
as Jjuveniles, suvgests that at least some juveniles underge a complete
tail covert noult, ronderin,; them indistinguilshable r'rom adults.
Lbrasion cr wmcult of the breast and belly feathers makes these two
criteria unworxkable Irom this tiune of year 21s3.

The graph shews the numbers of Juveniles ~rd -.dults in oach

monthly sample, aged using the sbove characters. Tu; tiny sample
in November mnkes it inpossible to say ot prescnt ther juveniles

are all ageable or not in November.

Thus the sof'e thin: te do 2t present would seem tc be to
apply the cudes'3' cr '5' tc arny birds showing the juvenile
charzcters, Tut after Cctober to apply the code '2', changing
te "' ot the sirning of the new year, for ony birds showing the
adult plumage. The next ster is to catch sone Golden Plovers in
November tc test the validity of the charceter in thot monthe

On o slightly separatc note, the charncter ¢f the outer under
tail coverts would ccoen to apply to both of' the Lesser Golden Plover
species, (P. dcuinica and P.tfulvus), thoush I have done ne mere thon
salnce at both of' these cpecies.

Finally, I sould 1ike¢ tu thank the P.lisiieH., Tring, Leicester
and Sheffield Muscurs for cilcwing me access to thelr specimens.

WHEN DC “I.DERS DIE? - ./ RE(CUCEST FCR JELF

Me'lo Plenkowski

Despitec the nmany recent studies on waders, we still nAve wery
little information o when the moin pericds ol wader mortalilty
occcur - apart Ii'rom thce heavy mortality in wry scvere wintors (sce
eeg. Teports in Wildtowl Trust 15th .nn.Rep. 1952-63).  Oae right
gxpect relatively hoenvy mortality tc take ploce during periods when
enersy reqguircments cre hiph snd/or food supplics low. Such
pericds nmay occur over winter, at migration timcs, c¢r sven in the
breeding scascn amengst cther times, but ~5 yet we huve 1little
evidence as tc vhich, if arny, cf tihese is impcrtant.

The cne socd type of evidence that birdas are dying is the
finding of corpscs. In the past several studies Lirve bteen made
of times of mertality by the use of reports of rinsed birds found

dead. This Lias some disadvantages, in thoat:-
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(1) the sample size available i3 reduced tecause not only dces a
dead bird have to be found, btut this bird reeds tc have been
ringed at some stage in its lirce. Therefore, the proportion of
bodies found which are reported will approximate to the preportiocn
of waders in the population which are ringed, this normally being
very small, and

(ii) "there is no information c¢n the recoveries file as to what
length of shore has been searched and also tliere is no indication cf
effort spent in relation to time of year.

The advantage is that some data are already available having teen
accumulated cver the years in which waders have been Pl“bed.
This analysis is therefore alsc being undertaken.

However, as indicated above, this is nct o satisfactory methced
for generating new data, especially at a2 time when there is an
urgent need for knowledge of wader blology in view of current
threats tc estuaries. Ve therefore need a scheme of systemstic
searches of beaches for ;11 todies,not just those with rinss.

Fortunately such an organisation already exists in the
R.S.P.B./Seabird Group Zeached Tird Survey, organised by Cclin
3ibby. .- The mein ~im of this is to estimate the ratural and
artificial (oiled, pcisoned, stc.) nortality of seabirds.

However, coverage has extended irnto parts of some large estuaries
ond nearly 2,00C waders have already becr. recorded. [he
crganisers have kindly agreed to extend the survey and place more
emphasis on waders and estuaries of all sizes. - It is up to us

to take ndvantage of this ¢ffer and to wrdertake to cover stretches
of’ shore.

The requirements arc simple. Helpcers should 'adopt' o l:ingth
of shorc (the length that they can conveniently deal with) and walk
it at rcgular intervals. The Seached Bird Survey helds simultano-
ous counts un weckends in Septenber, November, January, Fobruary
and March, but wclcomes counte at other times. For the wader work
it would be useful if one visit ceculd be rmade cach menth and the day
cf the Birds cf Estuaries Znquiry count mizht be 2 suitable occasion
as many people are invclved in tcth surveys. sefore starting cr a
stretch of shcre, helpers should contact tae Beached 3ird Survey,
so as tc avoid overlap and tc obtain forms and fall instructions.
"Jader workers" should, of course, dsc record other groups of birds.

Would anyone prepared to help or requiring more information
please write to me or directly to !'r. C.J. Sibby, RSPB Rescarch
Department, lhe Lodge, 2andy, Bedfordshirc Those enrolled in
the scheme will receive a resular supply cf fcrms and also reports
of progress in the SUrveys.

MJLP's address is -jn.the change of nddress section cf this
Bulletin. ‘ .
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RECENT PURLICLTICNS Cif WDHERS

The t'cllcwin; List incliudes referencos nninly from 1972-73
but ~ few carlicr prpers are alsce given if theso were not listoed
in the previous listc of recent publicntions (ccnpiled by P.Stanley
in Bulletins 2 =nd 7). tt is nect possivle to includs oll prpers
on waders -nd prioricy Yo given to those - cunsuses, nigration,
weights, moult. cte. Reports cn cther sutjects (w.ge. behavicur,
ecology, ncrrhcleny) arc included if space permits. I weculd b
pleased tc hear fron readers whe have comments on this emphasis.

I wculd also be srateful 1f readers were to draw my cttenticon to
any paperc vhich arc nct included but which they think cught to bg

especially thess in cbscurs ~r loecal publicaticns). Readzrs rre
alsc referred o th2 absteacts in Tbis, Auk ond DRird-Randing
~mongst cthers -nd t2 the lists inWRB 3ulletins.

e

ZKER, .C. % TUKER, .oBeils 1973 Niche reclationships nmong six
species of shorecbirds on their winterin; and breeding ransges.
Eccl. lLioncz. 43: 193-212,

BENGTSON, S... 1270. T“reeding behaviour of the Firple 3andriper
Calidris noritine in Jest Spitsbergen. Ornis beand. 1@ 17-25.

CLiRK, G.... 1973 Unipednl postures in birds. Zird-ianding Li:22-26.

D/RE, P.J. % MERCER, ...J. 1573 Foocds of the Oysterentcher in
Morecanbe 3ay, Lanceshire. Bird Study 20: 173-18L

DAVIDSON, I.E. 1972 Oystoreatchers and cockles (Zeffer) Tird Study

19: 53-5L.

DENNIS, R.H. 1772 Tomninek's Otints nestin.s in Scotland. “r.lirds
65: L381l.

DYBBRC, T. 1970 The Koentish Plover (Charadrius ~lexondrius) .5 o
breeding bird in ssnmark.  Dansk.Orr.Foren.Tidsskr. Ah: 205-222

(Danish with fne. summary).

EDITORS 1972 Photographs of Wilson's Phalarope in Sussex 1971.
Br.Birds 65: 530.

RUCHS, E. 1973 OLurchzug und Uberwlntering des ..lpenstrandlaufers
Calidris alpina in der Camarguc. Orn.Beob. 70: 1l3=13L
(German with Lnj;s and Fr. summary. Studics on Dunlins
in the Cumarague.)

GLUE, D.E. 1972 Observations on the passage of wnigrant geese -nd
wnders in Northwest Tcoland. Bird Study 17: 252-25L

GLUTZ VON BLOTZHEIM, U.N. 1972 Zur Mruscr von Charadris
Hiaticula, dubius und aloxandrimus J.O0rn. 113: 323=-333
(Germen with Eni. summary. Houxt of Eingud, Little Ringed
and Kontish Plovers)

G0SS=CUST.RD, J.D. 1.97C. Tho ruspomsescf Rodshank ([ringa totanus
(L)) to spatinl variaticns in the donsity of their pray.
Johnim.Ecol, 39: 9l=113.
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1970 Feeding dispersicn in some overwintering wading birds
Socini behaviour in Lirds and Mammals (Ed. J.H. Crook)
ppe3=35. _eadcnis Press, London -nd Mew York.

1970 Factors :.ffectin,s the dict and feeding rate of the
Redshank (Tring;n totanus) in arniunl populations in
relation to their food rescurces (Ed. ...Wntson) ©p.
101-110. 3Blackwecll, Oxford ~nd Edinburgh.

H.RRIS, M.P. 1970 Territory limiting the sizc¢ of the breeding
population of the oystercatcher (Boematopus ostralezus)
a removal expcriment. J..nim.Beol. 39 : 707-713

HEPPLESTON, P.3. 1972 The couparative breeding ecology of Oystercatchers
(Haematopus cstralegus L.) in inland and const~l habitats.
Jelnim.Beocl. 4L1: 23-51.

HOIMES, R.T. 1973 Socinl behavicur ¢f breeding Western Sandpipers
Calidris mauri Ibhis 115: 107423.

JEHL. J.R. 1973 O2reeding tiology ~nd systemntic relationships of
the Stilt Sandpiper.  #ilson Bull. 85: 115-147

KETTLE R.H. 1973 Coumor Sandpipers manipulating and eating fish.
Br.Birds 66: 397.

KLUKCLL, 4. % LILT., J. 1972 Migrotion ofrgmlidris ~and Limiccla
species At Yyteri in 1961-69 Porip Lintutict Yhd.Vuosik
3: 17-23 (Pinnish with Eng. summary).

KING, B. 1973 Leg colour of Spotted Sandpiper. 3Br.Birds 66:
L54=L55.

LILJ, I & SOIKKELT M. 1972 .. Dunlin Calidris alpin~ scorchcd by
an H-bomb explosion? Ibis ll@: 273%=274

LOWE, V.P.W. 1972 Distraction display by » Woodcock vith chicks.
Tbis 1l4: 106=107.

MiCDON.LD J.W. & MC..MDREW, R.T. 1973 Dunlin with pursistent ccugh
' dying from gapeworm infestotiorn. Zr.Birds h6: 78-79

M.DGE, S.G. 1972 Palaearctic ivader nigrants using floating vegetat-
ion as‘a feeding platform. Bird Study 19: 172. (Note also
correction to nomenclature in Bird study 20: 91).

\DGE, S.G. 1973. Greenshank with yellow lugs. 3r.Birds 66: 397

MiSON, C.F. 1972 Report on the pilot survey of the Inland Wader
Enquiry, sutwm 1971. . report to the 3.T.0. 17pp.

MALCLEAN, G.L. 1972 Clutch size ~nd evolution in the Charadrii
auk 88: 299-32). '

MELTOFTE, H. PIHL, S & SZRENSEN D.M. 1972 /jutumn migraticn cf
waders (Charadrii) at Blovandshuk, W.Jutland 1963-1971
Dansk. Orn. Foren. Tidsskr. #6r 63-AG (Danish I Eng.Sunmary )

MORRISON, R.I.G. 1972 Carbridyse Iceland Expedition 1971 (Report)
Cambridge.
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NETHERSOLE-THOMFSON D. 1973 The Doff'crel Collins, Londen. 238 pp.
(reviewed in 5r.birds 66: L05-406)

NETTLESHIP,D.N. 1973 Zreeding ccology of Turristoncs .renariz interyros
at Hazen Comp, Ellesmere ILsland, 06T, Ibis 115: 202-217

NETTERSTRZM, 3. 1970. The autumn migration cf the Inct (Calidris
canutus) in Western Jutlond. Danske Orne Foren. Tidsskr. €l
223228 (Drrish with Eng. summary)

NIEBOER, E. 1972 Preliminary notes on the prinary meult in Dunlins
Calidris 2lpina irdco 60: 112-119

P.RMELEE, D.F. 1970 2recding bchaviour of the Sanderling in the
Canadian high arctic. Living aird 9: 97-145

P.RMELEE, D.F. & PLY!E, R.5. 1973 On nultiple. broods ~nd the
breeding strategy cf actic Sanderlings. Ibis 115: 218-226.

PTENKOWSKI, i.w. 1972 University cf Bast lngli~ Zxpediticn to
iiorocco 1971 Report liorwich 70pp.

PTENKOWSKT, ia/e & MINTON, C.D.T. 1973 Wing length changes of the
¥not with asze and time since mcult. 3Sird Study 20: 63=63.
Niote thoat Fiscse 2 and 3 were transpersed, sec.>ird Study
20: 153) o

PRATER, ..J. 1972 32TO/RSED Birds ¢f Estunry Enquiry for 1970/71
" Cyclostyled, 25ppe.

PRATER, i.J. 1972 Food of Turnstoncs in lorecsnmbe lay 2Zird Study
19: 51-52. -

PRATER, ...J. 1572 The fcod rnd Ceocding habits off Knot (Calidris cinutusi
in HMorcecanmbe Bay. Jenppl.Becls G 179-194 ‘

RECHER, Il.F. & RECHER, J... 1%9. OGcue copects of the ccoluwy of
migrant sherebirds. IT Jocfression Wilsor ull. 81: 140-15L4.

REYNOLDS, J.f. 1972 Little Stint incubating ciht eggs Br.2irds 65:52G.,

REYNOLDS, J.F. 1973 Greenshanks feedins 2wing fror uoter Lr.dirds 66:119|

SMITH, P.C. & BLELKNEY, J.S. 1969. Cbscrvations on cil polluticn and
wintering Purple Sandpipers. Erclia maritine (Brunnich) in Nova
Scotia Con.Field Nat. 83: 19-22

ST.NLEY, P.I. &% #INTON C.D.T. 1972 The unprecedented westward
migraticn of Curlew Sandpipers in autumn 1969, or.3irds 65:365=33C

TESTER J.R. & WiTSON ... 1973 Spocing »nd tcrritoriality cf Wlcodeock
Scolopax rusticola based con roding behavicur Ibis 115:135=-138

THELLE, T. 1970 Thec migration cf Cystercantcher (Hoematopus
ostralegus) from West Nerway to the Wadden Sca. Dansk. Orn.
Foren. Ticsskr. 5h: 229=-247 (Danish with Enjz. summary)

TUCK, L.M. 1973 The Sni;es, Invironment- Canoadn Tildlife Service,
Ottowa. 432 pp. (Revicwed in Bird Study 20: 239)
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V.N SCHiAREN, K. 1972 Little Ringed Flovers nesting in mussel shell.
Br.Birds 65: 528-529.

VWL LTERS, J. 1972 The fledging pericd c¢f the ..vocet. 3Bird Study
19: 251-252,

WILSON, J. 1973 ilader populations of lMorecambe Day, Lorncashire.
3ird Study 20: 9-23.

ZW.RTS L. 1972 3ird counts in Merjs Zergn, licroeccc. December 1570
Ardea 60: 120-123.
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