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On-land counts of waders were made at the Black Sea Nature Reserve and its buffer zone in 1986- 

1991. Data on biotope distribution, diversity of species and the dynamics of numbers of migratory 
waders were obtained. In spring, waders are the most numerous waterfowl migrants in terms of 
the number of species. In the peaks of their spring migration (end of March - beginning of April) 
and autumn migration (August) waders are the second most numerous group after wildfowl. In 
comparison with the data for previous years (Klirnenko 1950; Ardamatskaya & Semenov 1977) the 
number of migrating wader species has decreased from 41 to 39. The numbers of migrant waders 
has also decreased significantly. The numerous spillways of irrigation water into the bays and 
lakes of the Reserve have caused changes in the species composition of algae and ground 
invertebrates. This and other anthropogenic factors have caused the decrease in attractiveness of 
the Reserve for waterfowl and threaten the existence of this area as a site of international 

importance. 
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