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Reservoir cascades on the Dniepr river have created breaks in the historically-formed ecosystems 
and have caused the development of new ecological conditions. Four phases of reservoir 
development can be identified. The first period is connected with the original conditions on the 
river. During this period 7-15 wader species were recorded breeding in different areas along the 
Dniepr. Their breeding density ranged from 24-38 birds/ha in different habitats. During the second 
phase (ecosystem deforestation) increased areas could be used for nesting and the density of 
breeding waders exceeded 32-48 birds/ha. During the third development phase, the initial and 
total filling of the reservoirs, the density of breeding waders increased to 42-50 birds/ha. After that, 
the process of shore destruction and the increase in anthropogenic influences together with 
stabilization of the water level regime in the fourth phase result in the density of breeding waders 
being reduced to 14-18 birds/ha. 
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