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In many countries young people are allowed to refuse army service, if they do social service 
instead. In Germany such social service can be, among other things, work in environmental or 
nature protection. Using the example of the 2,700 sq.km of National Park in the north German 
Wadden Sea it is shown how useful this possibility can be for nature protection. About 50 army 
refusers, do in fact most of the work which has to be done professionally in the National Park. This 
includes most of the educational work, most of the work in guarding sensitive areas and a 
significant part of the scientific fieldwork. This also includes about half of all the bird counts which 
are carried out in this part of Western Europe's most important wader and waterfowl area. The 
project has meanwhile proved to be extremely successful for several reasons. It seems worthwhile 
to consider initiating similar projects in other countries where such people could be used for nature 
protection work. This seems especially possible under the circumstances of large scale 
disarmament that we face today. 
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