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ulation of these birds. All use of pesticides 
and herbicides should be discontinued in 
this area, combined with a sustained effort 
at predator control. The success of these and 
future conservation measures may well de- 
termine the continued existence of the 
Guam Rail. 

SUMMARY 

The Guam Rail is an endemic flightless 
bird, occurring in greatest abundance in the 
mixed woodland, second growth and scrub 
habitats of northern Guam, and uncommon- 
ly in savanna and mature forest habitats. It 
is not found in wetlands. The rails are om- 
nivorous, preferring animal material, partic- 
ularly gastropods and insects, over vegeta- 
ble matter. The typical clutch consists of 
three or four eggs, with brood sizes ranging 
from one to four (X = 2.0) chicks. Nesting 
occurs year-round, but activity appears to 
increase during the rainy season (July-No- 
vember). The young are highly precocial, 
achieving adult weights in the seventh 
week of life and adult-like plumage after the 
sixteenth week. Formerly distributed is- 
land-wide, the Guam Rail recently has 
undergone severe range restrictions, vir- 
tually disappearing from southern Guam, 
and has become localized around the 
fringes of the northern plateau. 
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