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history of one falcon family that was observed closely,
and the development of his feelings toward the species
and the individual birds. This personal account is
backed by a thorough résumé of the wider status of the
peregrine, including its peril from pesticides. The
writing is accurate in dealing with science, vivid in
telling the story, and eloquent in conveying the au-
thor’s feelings. This book is not just for falcon enthu-
siasts but for anyone concerned about the interactions
between mankind and wildlife. Photographs, list of ref-
erences, index.

Voices of some Galapagos Birds.—Recorded, narrat-
ed, and produced by John William Hardy. Tape cas-
sette, ARA-4. Available: Holbrook Travel Agency, 3520
NW 13th St., Gainesville, FL 32601 and ARA Records,
1615 NW 14th Ave., Gainesville, FL. 32605. “This re-
cording is designed to acquaint the visitor [to the Ga-
lapagos Islands] with the most commonly heard songs
and calls encountered in one of the formally-conducted
tour sessions of a week or so. Birds of the shores and
lowlands are thus emphasized.” Fourteen species, in-
cluding eight Darwin Finches, are presented in cuts
of generous length and very good quality. Several of
the finches have been recorded at more than one place
in order to show inter-island variation. Hardy’s narra-
tion is informative. The cassette should be helpful in
learning identification of birds before a trip and in
evoking memories afterward.
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ulation of these birds. All use of pesticides
and herbicides should be discontinued in
this area, combined with a sustained effort
at predator control. The success of these and
future conservation measures may well de-
termine the continued existence of the

Guam Rail.

SUMMARY

The Guam Rail is an endemic flightless
bird, occurring in greatest abundance in the
mixed woodland, second growth and scrub
habitats of northern Guam, and uncommon-
ly in savanna and mature forest habitats. It
is not found in wetlands. The rails are om-
nivorous, preferring animal material, partic-
ularly gastropods and insects, over vegeta-
ble matter. The typical clutch consists of
three or four eggs, with brood sizes ranging
from one to four (x = 2.0) chicks. Nesting
occurs year-round, but activity appears to
increase during the rainy season (July-No-
vember). The young are highly precocial,
achieving adult weights in the seventh
week of life and adult-like plumage after the
sixteenth week. Formerly distributed is-
land-wide, the Guam Rail recently has
undergone severe range restrictions, vir-
tually disappearing from southern Guam,
and has become localized around the
fringes of the northern plateau.
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