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NOTES AND NEWS 

The painting.of the Massena or Mearns Quail 
(Cyrtonyx montesumae) reproduced as the fron- 
tispiece of this issue is the eighteenth in the series 
of paintings by Andrew Jackson Grayson to ap- 
year in The Condor. This color plate Was given 
by Louis Cass, Sr., to whom all readers of the 
journal are indebted. Grayson painted this spec- 
tacular quail from specimens taken at Guadala- 
jara, Mexico, in May of 1866. 

We learn as we go to press of the death of 
Joseph S. Dixon in Escondido, California, on 
June 23, 1952. 

A recent paper by George H. Lowery, Jr. (A 
Quantitative Study of the Nocturnal Migration 
of Birds, University of Kansas Publications, Mu- 
seum of Natural History, vol. 3, no. 2, pp. 361- 
472, 1951) describes the success attained by a new 
method of studying the movement of birds at 
night, using a telescope to count the silhouettes 
passing before the disc of the moon. In the spring 
of 1948, over 200 ornithologists, students, and 
astronomers put this method to work at 30 wide- 
ly separated stations on the North American con- 
tinent. No particular effort was made at that time 
to enlist the aid of observers in the West. As a 
result, all the country west of the Great Plains 
was represented by ony a single station in Cali- 
fornia. 

Improved mathematical techniques now permit 
the processing of data in unlimited quantities. 
Accordingly, a second cooperative project is being 
scheduled for the fall of 1952-a project that is 
expected to be truly nationwide. The observa- 
tional procedure is a simple one. Anyone with 
access to a telescope has an opportunity to con- 
tribute tremendously to the solution of the many 
puzzling problems connected with the movement 
of birds at night. Details regarding both the 
method and other aspects of the problem may be 
secured by writing at once to Robert J. Newman 
at the Museum of Zoology, Louisiana State Uni- 
versity, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 

Richard F. Tohnston has been appointed as 
one of the Assistant Editors of The Condor as of 
June of this year. 

COOPER CLUB MEETINGS 

ANNUAL MEETING 

Scientific Sessions 

At the Twenty-third Annual Meeting of the 
Cooper Ornithological Club held at the Califor- 
nia Academy of Sciences, San Francisco, May 9 
and 10, 1952, the following papers were presented 
on the scientific program: A Method for the Ob- 
jective Study of Bird Song, William R. Fish; 
The Refractory Period for Photostimulation in 
Zonotrichiu, Alden H. Miller; Preliminary Ob- 
servations on the Differentiation and Growth of 
Down Feather Papillae, Robert E. Bailey; The 
San Francisco Bay Region Nesting Survey, 
Charles G. Sibley; Plant Succession and Quail 
Reproduction, Ian I. McMillan; The Daily Ac- 
tivity Cycle in Arctic Birds, Frank A. Pitelka; 
Preliminary Report on Color Variation and En- 
vironment in the Wren-tit, Dar1 E. Bowers; Feb- 
ruary on Barro Colorado in the Panama Canal 
Zone, Junea W. Kelly; Birds of the Tzitxio Re- 
gion, Michoacan, Mexico, John Davis; Intestinal 
Morphology of Gallinaceous Birds in Relation to 
Food Habits, A. Starker Leopold; The Problem 
of Adaptation in the Galapagos Finches (Geo- 
spixinae), Robert I. Bowman; An Incredible Bird 
from a Cave Deposit in Nevada, Hildegarde 
Howard; Discovery of an Early Publication on 
the California Condor, Lois Chambers Taylor; 
Comparative Ecology and Behavior of Hybridix- 
ing Titmice in Texas, Keith L. Dixon; Breeding 
Bird Populations in Relation to Plant Succession, 
David W. Johnston;-Species Characters and Hy- 
bridization in Certain Empidonax Flycatchers, 
Allan R. Phillips; Ecologic Comparisons of Avi- 
faunas, George W. Salt; The Changing Habitat 
of the Western Robin in Southern California, 
Kenneth E. Stager; Junior Nature Museums, an 
Answer to the Conservation Problem ; John Rip- 
ley Forbes; The Status of Certain Species in the 
San Francisco Bay Region, Charles G. Sibley; 
Variation in the Booming Nighthawks of West- 
ern North America, Robert K. Selander; An 
Analysis and Survey of Contemporary Bird 
Painting, Gene M. Christman; The Problem of 
Molt of the Tarsal Scutes in Birds, Robert W. 
Storer. 
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NORTHERN DIVISION 

FEBRUARY. - The monthly meeting of the 
Cooper Ornithological Club, Northern Division, 
was held on Thursday, February 7, 1952, at the 
University of California, Berkeley.. The following 
names were proposed for membership: John B. 
Bushman, Salt Lake City, Utah, by Wm. H. 
Behle ; Vaughan MacCaughey, 726 Cragmont 
Ave., Berkeley, Calif., by Junea W. Kelly; Sylvia 
L. Thomssen, 56 Avon Road, Berkeley, Calif., by 
Alden H. Miller; Willis V. Woodbury, Reno, 
Nev., by Ned Johnson ; Paul J. Keating, Tacoma, 
Wash., by Gordon D. Alcorn; John D. McCarty, 
Jr., 1020-East 21st Street, Oakland, Calif., by 
Frank A. Pitelka; and Robert V. Golden, Route 
2, Box 709, Los Altos, Calif., by Charles G. 
Sibley. 

Mr. Howard L. Cogswell and Dr. Charles G. 
Sibley reported their observations of Townsend 
Solitaires in California this winter. 

The speaker of the evening was Mr. E. W. 
Pfeiffer of the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, 
who presented a motion picture and commentary 
entitled, “Glimpses of Various Birds of Prey from 
North America and Africa.“-ROBERT I. Bow- 
MAN, .%Z?‘hWJ’. 

MAncH.-The monthly meeting of the Nbrth- 
ern Division of the Cooper Ornithological Club 
was held on March 6, 1952, at the University of 
California. The following names were proposed 
for membership: Mr. Wm. Doggett, 2125 Union 
St., Eureka, Calif.,.by Robert I. Bowman; Mrs. 
Lester H. Brubacker, 181 Mountain View Ave., 
San Jose, Calif., by Charles G. Sibley. Mr. D. W. 
Johnston reported Allen Hummingbirds seen in 
Marin County on February 4 by Mr. Robert A. 
Norris. Allen Hummingbirds were reported in 
Richmond during the first week of February. 

The speaker of the evening was Dr. Seth B. 
Benson, who presented an illustrated account of 
“Distributional Areas for Vertebrate Animals in 
Baja California.“-ROBERT 1. BOWMAN, Secretary. 

, 

APRIL.-The monthly meeting of the Northern 
Division of the Cooper Ornithological Club was 
.held on April 3, 1952, at the University of Cali- 
fornia. The following names were proposed for 
membership: Mr. David L. Samuels, Atherton, 
Calif., by Charles G. Sibley; Mr. Albert Schnit- 
zer, 922 Lakeside Place, Elizabeth 3, N. J., by 
Junea W. Kelly. 

Recent publications reviewed or noticed were: 

Proceedings of the Xth Ornithological Congress 
of Uppsala, Sweden ; A. .4. Allen’s “Hunting Birds 
with Camera; and Charles G. Sibley’s “The Birds 
of the South San Francisco Bay Region.” 

The speaker of the evening was Dr. Frank A. 
Pitelka, who gave an illustrated lecture entitled 
“A Summer Season in Northern Alaska Bird-life.” 
-ROBERT I. BOWMAN, Secretary. 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 

MARCH.-The monthly meeting of the South- 
ern Division of the Cooper Ornithological Club 
was held March 25, 1952, at the University of 
Southern California. The following names were 
proposed for membership: LeRoy William Giles, 
280 E. Front St., Fallon, Nev., and Florence Nora 
Poyser, Box 1, Boulder City, Nev., both by G. W. 
Gullion; Mrs. Carlos E. Gibson, 9980 Beachy 
Ave., Pacoima, Calif., by K. E. Stager; Frank 
A. Stoerman, 1721% Westport Ave., Kansas City 
2, MO., by Harold C. Hedges; Paul Schwartz, 
E/o York Venezuela, C. A., Apartado 1766, Cara- 
cas, Venezuela, and H. R. Vance, Terrace, British 
Columbia, Canada, both by T. R. Howell; 
Charles Tuttle Drummond, Box 93, Rt. 1, Mon- 
tague, Calif., Walter K. Dunlap, 103 Ardmore 
Rd., Berkeley 7, Calif., Mrs. Paul H. Fairbanks, 
U.S. Forest Service, Miramonte, Calif., George 
Elford Hudson, 303 Side St., Pullman, Wash., 
Howard Knight, Weber College, Ogden, Utah, 
Ralph J. A. Stern, 305 Clay St., San Francisco 11, 
Calif., and Arthur C. Twomey, Carnegie Museum, 
Pittsburgh, Penn., all by C. V. Duff. 

H. L. Cogswell, speaker of the evening, dis- 
cussed “Physical Features of the Territories of 
Birds of Chaparral and Coastal Sagebrush.“- 
DOROTHY E. GRONER, Secretary. 

APam.--The monthly meeting of the Southern 
Division of the Cooper Ornithological Club was 
held on April 29, 1952, at the University of 
Southern California. The following names were 
proposed for membership: Mrs. C. R. B. Combel- 
lack, 3021 Friendly St., Eugene, Ore., by Gordon 
W. Gullion; Harry J. Reidsma, 100 N. Mans- 
field Ave., Los Angeles 36, Calif., by W. J. Shef- 
fler; Earl Axe1 Anderson, 733.5 N. Ode11 Ave., 
Chicago 31, Ill., Lyde William Bro, 236 Palisades 
Ave., Santa Monica, Calif., and Homer V. Grif- 
fin, Paonia, Colo., by C. V. Duff. 

Dr. Barbara Blanchard Oakeson spoke on “The 
Natural History of Mountain Village, Alaska,” 
illustrating with Kodachrome slides.-DoaoTHv 
E. GRONER, Secretary. 


