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Size large (wings of 5 adult males 256-274 mm.); tail with one complete bar 
and an incomplete second one (usually present as an oval spot on central rectrices) ;’ 
underparts as in plagiata. Southern Arizona (Fort Lowell), south through Sonora 
(Saric, San Javier, Magdalena, Chinobampo, Guirocoba) to Sinaloa and probably 
to Tepic.TA. J. VAN ROS~EM, Pasadena, California, July 31, 1930. 

More about the White Pelican on the Texas Coast.-Since writing the little story 
which appeared in the July issue of the Condor regarding the nesting of White 
Pelicans (Pelecanus ergthrorhynchos) on the Texas coast, further observations have 
been made, an account of which may be of interest as supplemental to the original 
StOly. 

Naturally I was eager to find how the colony was faring this year, and the 
morning of May 25 found me on my way to North Bird Island. I was not prepared, 
however, for the thrilling spectacle that awaited us as we landed. The island was 
literally. white with breeding pelicans-acres of them. My estimate of adult birds 
was five thousand. The friend who accompanied me, and the boatman, insisted that 
there were twice that number. They were arranged in four major areas and a 
number of smaller ones, the largest being at the south end of the island as in 1929. 
The nests were placed near together and were poorly and, apparently, hastily built. 
The composition was nearly altogether of sticks and weeds with practically no mound 
of sand and shell, and they were not nearly so large as the average nest of the 
Brown Pelican. By the way, there were six nests of the latter in the colony. Most 
of the nests contained one or two eggs. A very few held young apparently two 
weeks old and other nests contained young newly hatched. The number of dead 
chicks lying about was large. One lone Caracara was the only scavenger observed. 

I was disappointed in being unable to remain on the island for more than two 
or three hours. Notwithstanding the birds being unusually fearless they were too 
much disturbed by our presence to permit observation of their feeding habits. Later 
in the day while on our way to the larger South Bird Island we saw company after 
company of White Pelicans headed for their nesting colony and I think it fair to 
assume that some of them were carrying food to their young and others were on 
their way to relieve their mates in the duties of incubation. Late in the afternoon 
we were in the same vicinity and saw them leaving the island in precisely the same 
order as we had seen them approach it. 

This pelican, being a surface feeder and not a plunger like his brown cousin, 
feeds in the shallow inlets of Laguna Madre, teeming with small fish, below South 
Bird Island. Not one White Pelican was seen north of North Bird Island. The 
thing that impressed me most was that they were gregarious in their coming and 
their going from the nesting place. They moved in companies of seventy-five or 
one hundred, not a great distance over the water, and in lines so uniform as to 
do credit to a comnans of West Point cadets. Not half a dozen isolated birds were 
seen. I might add that not a single White Pelican was on South Bird Island and 
the brown variety had been reduced to about thirty pairs, the smallest number that 
has bred there for years. Has the coming of the larger species in such great num- 
bers affected the abundance of the smaller?-J. J. CARROLL, Houston, Texas, August 
5, 1930. 

Nesting of the California Pigmy Owl in Oregon.---On May 21, 1930, I was hunt- 
ing birds’ nests on the west side of the upper Klamath Marsh near Fort Klamath, 
Klamath County, Oregon. While passing through a grove of unusually large quaking 
aspen trees/at the edge of the marsh, I noticed an old flicker excavation about twelve 
feet from the ground in one of the largest aspens. Upon striking this tree, a Pigmy 
Owl (Glaucidium gnome californicum) flushed, and on examination the nest proved 
to hold six beautiful white eggs of that species, slightly advanced in incubation. The 
set with both parent birds was collected and the birds were identified by Stanley 
G. Jewett in whose collection they now bear numbers 6278 and 6279.-J. C. BRALY, 
Portland, Oregon, July 18, 1930. 


