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Gallinago delkata. Wilson Snipe. One lone bird flushed from the reeds at the 
upper end of the lake, January 27, 1929. It was closely observed during three short 
flights. 

Acoipiter cooperii. Cooper Hawk. A female, killed on the golf course at Avalon, 
during September or October, 1927, is now in the collection of the Avalon High 
School. 

Asyndesmua lewisi Lewis Woodpecker. 
at Empire Landing, November 11, 1927. 

Two birds were seen in the old quarry 
At Middle Ranch, January 27, 1929, two 

more were seen near the ranch houses. The birds had been around the ranch for 
two months, an employee said, and the roof of one certain house was their favorite 
morning playground. 

Passer domesticus. English Sparrow. Extremely abundant around Avalon, and 
found all over the island. A nest and four eggs were taken, May 10, 1928, from a 
palm tree on the golf course. The birds also nest in the eucalyptus trees. As near 
as I can find out, the birds were seen first on the island about five years ago. 

Piranga ludovicia’lza. Western Tanager. Two males seen near Wish-bone Loop, 
on the Coach Road, two miles from Avalon, May 13, 1928. A female seen near the 
new bird farm, Avalon, September 6, 1928. 

In addition to the above new records the following notes may be of value. 
Fake sparveks phalaena. Desert Sparrow Hawk. Lee Baldock, of Avalon, 

watched a hawk of this species hover over the steamer “Avalon” for fifteen minutes 
or more while the ship was in mid-channel, ten miles out of Avalon, October 6, 1928. 

Calypte costae. Costa Hummingbird. 
January 26, 1929. 

A male was collected at White’s Landing, 

Sayornis nighcans. Black Phoebe. A nest and two fresh eggs were found on 
a beam under a bridge in Cottonwood Canon, May 13, 1928. 

Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark. A flock of twenty-five birds was 
seen near the summit of the Coach Road on the afternoon of February 19, 1928. 

Bombycilla cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing. Four birds seen in an old pine tree 
near Middle Ranch, January 27, 1929.-DoN MEADOWS, Avalon, Santa Catalina Island, 
Califo&a, Februarry 7, 1929. 

Ringed Turtle Dove at Large in Los Angeles---The morning of February 24, 1929, 
found me for an hour or so in Pershing Square, Sixth and Hill streets, Los Angeles. 
Here I met with a species of Old-World Turtle Dove entirely new to my own expe- 
rience and apparently not heretofore reported as out of captivity anywhere in Cali- 
fornia. There were at least twenty pairs about the park, commingling tamely with 
the human occupants of the rows of settees-active members of the “S. and A. 
Club”. The doves were to be seen feeding from persons’ hands, and the birds are 
regularly fed with grain by the caretakers of the park. I saw one pair of the doves 
tending two small squabs in a stick nest about eight feet above the ground on the 
forking branches of a palm. 

I took down the following description from a bird (evidently a male) perched 
on the back of a settee within arm’s length of me. “Size smallish, body bulk a 
little larger than that of Mourning Dove; tail square-ended; general color of body 
ashy drab all over; tail whitening toward end, but with slightly darkened zone 
toward base; a sharp, narrow, black-appearing bar across hind neck; iris red; bill 
dull lead-color; feet coral red.” 

This description proved to approximate closely that by Ridgway (Birds of North 
and Middle America, Part YI, 1916, p. 386) of Streptopelia risoria (Linnaeus), the 
Ringed Turtle Dove, whose native country appears to be unknown, but which is 
domesticated “nearly throughout the world”. In America it has been “naturalized” 
in several of the West Indian islands. And in the United States it is “said to be 
established in the Bronx, New York City” (McAtee, U. S. Dept. Agric., Misc. Circ. 
No. 13, 1923, p. 74). 

Enquiries by letter, of several persons I thought likely to know something about 
the introduction or occurrence of this dove in California, brought the following 
information. 

Mr. George Willett of Los Angeles says that the Ringed Turtle Dove has been 
plentiful in Pershing Square for the past twp years at least, probably longer, but 
that he has never seen it in any other part of that city. 
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Mr. Edward W. Gifford of Oakland, an experienced aviculturist specializing in 
the Columbiformes, states that &oricG is such a common dove in captivity that he 
doubts if any are now regularly imported. Birds sell locally sometimes as low as 
26 or 60 cents apiece, and many farmers have them about their premises. 

Mr. W. Leland Smith of Fairoaks, Sacramento County, writes me that he has 
liberated Ringed Turtle Doves on various occasions on his place and that there are 
a few “wild” ones around now, nesting in the oaks. But these birds are so tame, 
“always under foot”, that Mr. Smith thinks they would promptly be exterminated 
if they should venture onto unprotected 1and.J. GRINNBLL, Museum of Vertebrate 
Zoology, University of California, Berkeley, March $1, 1929. 

Mountain Bluebirds Winter in Montana.-Having read a newspaper item, under 
date of January 15, 1929, which stated that a pair of bluebirds was wintering in the 
yard of Mr. and Mrs. Charles E. Spaid, of Missoula, Montana, I wrote to Mr. Spaid 
for confirmation of the report, and for certain additional information about the 
birds’ stay. In his kind reply he verified the record, and gave all the desired facts. 

The hardy visitors, a male and a female, are Mountain Bluebirds (Stalin 
currucoides) . They are believed to be a pair that nested in Mr. Spaid’s garage last 
summer; they have spent the nights in that building during the winter. They are 
both strong, healthy birds, capable of normal flight, and “well able to care for them- 
selves”. Answering a question about the birds’ ability to secure sufficient food, Mr. 
Spaid writes: “It was eighteen below zero yesterday and the birds were both busy 
eating berries from the vines around the front porch. We feed them only once in 
a while.” 

The wintering of this species so far north, in the interior, is very unusual. 1 
do not know of any previous record of its occurrence in Montana at this season. Mr. 
Spaid writes that he has observed this bluebird in different localities from Washington 
eastward, but has never known one to remain so far north during the winter. In 
describing the seasonal residence of the Mountain Bluebird in Montana, A. A. 
Saunders states : “This species is so early in its arrival in spring, that it seems as 
if it would some day be found to winter in the state, at least on the west side of the 
continental divide. There are no winter records, however, at present. I was told 
of a bluebird wintering near Choteau, in the winter of 1911-12, but the information 
reached me second-hand and I was unable to find out from whom it came or to 
verify it” (Pacific Coast Avifauna No. 14, 1921, p. 171).-WINTON WEKDEMEYER, 
Fortine, Montana, January 28, 1929. 

The Cassin Purple Finch in San Diego.-In his Distributional List of the Birds 
of California (Pac. Coast Avif. No. 11, 1916, p. 107)) Dr. J. Grinnell gives no record 
for the Cassin Purple Finch (CuvocEaeus ca.ssirtii) south of Riverside County. Its 
occurrence in Balboa Park, San Diego, is therefore of interest and an extension of the 
known range. I first saw this species in San Diego on March 23, 1927, when several of 
both sexes were seen, together with large numbers of California Purple Finches (Car- 
podacus purpureus californicus) and House Finches (Carpoducua mexicanus frontalis), 
feeding on the sunflower seed supplied to the parrots in the San Diego Zoo. These birds 
were also seen by Leroy W. Arnold of this city who agreed with my identification. 

Although I watched carefully for the re-appearance of this species it was not 
again observed until February 25, 1929, when an immature male was taken from 
my bird banding trap at the O’Rourke Zoological Institute in Balboa Park. This 
specimen was preserved and is now in the collection of the San Diego Natural History 
Museum where my identification has been verified by Mr. Laurence M. Huey.-FRANK 
F. GANDER, O’Rourke Zoological Institute, Balboa Park, San Diego, California, March 
22, 1929. 

A Male Linnet in Female Plumage.-While collecting at Nashmead, Mendocino 
County, California, on May 7, 1926, I took what I thought to be a purple finch in 
immature plumage. The bird was singing when taken but I paid no attention to 
the song, so intent was I on getting the specimen. After skinning the bird I examined 
the testes and noted that they were greatly enlarged and wrote on the label at the 
time “testes developed, breeding”. I had no other evidence that the bird was actually 


