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DESCRIPTIONS OF THIRTY-TWO NEW SPECIES OF 
BIRDS FROM THE HAWAIIAN ISLANDS: 

PART I. NON-PASSERIFORMES 
by 

Storrs L. Olson and Helen F. James 

PART II. PASSERIFORMES 
by 

Helen F. James and $torrs L. Olson 

These monographs, based on 15 years of fieldwork, document one of the most 
unexpected ornithological discoveries of the century, the existence of dozens of 
strange birds that were extirpated through human agency in the 1500 years prior 
to the first scientific exploration of the Hawaiian archipelago. These new birds, 
which were part of the modern but now highly disturbed ecosystems, are known 
from thousands of bones recovered in sand dunes, sinkholes, lava tubes, a crater 

lake, and archeological midden deposits 
on five of the main islands. The total 

number of prehistorically extinct species 
approximately doubles the size of the 
historically known avifauna. Part I 
briefly recounts the collecting sites and 
provides formal scientific descriptions for 
3 new genera non-passerines. These include 
a petrel, a flightless ibis, 2 new genera 
and 3 species of ponderous flightless 
ducks (moa-nalos) that may have been the 

ecological counterparts of tortoises, a goose related to the Nene, 5 species of 
flightless rails, a peculiarly adapted harrier, and a new genus with 4 new species 
of long-legged bird-eating owls. Part I1 continues with the descriptions of 2 new 
species of large crows, and 4 new genera and 14 new species of Hawaiian 
finches (Drepan/din/3, including a disproportionate number of finch-billed species, 
several icterid-like gapers, and an enigmatic new genus with no recognized 
modern analog. Discussions focus on patterns of colonization and extinction of 
Hawaiian birds. 

1991, Partl 88pp.;Partll 88pp. 
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the entire Indian Subcontinent, South 
East Asia, the Philippines, Taiwan and 
much of Indonesia and China. 

It is open to all ornithologists throughout the 
world who share an interest in the region's 
birds and their conservation. 

Members receive two Bulletins and a journal 
'Forktail' annually, keeping them in touch with 
the latest developments in Oriental ornithology. 
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IN CRISIS 
Solutions from Conservation Biology 
Edited by Steven R. Beissinger 
and Nod E R. Snyder 
Now World Parrots in Crisis covers the biology of 
one of the most threatened groups of birds in 
the world as well as a range of possible 
conservation solutions. The essays explore such 
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and legal regulation •,•.. • 
of the international trade in parrots. •! 
Nov. 9 b&w illus. 256 pp. 
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Lovebirds, Cockatiels, Budgerigars: •HAVIOR & EVOLUTION--• by J. Lee Kavanau, UGLA 

l•..highly informative volume...actually several books under one cover....[the author has] 
enormous experience with the raising of these birds ..... presenting a great deal of inter- 
esting information, much of it new. Prof. Ernst Mayr, Harvard Univ. 

l•..unique, exhaustive laboratory studies of..behavior....insightful and remarkably compre- 
hensive scenario of..origin & evolution of birds &..roots of their behaviors....must read- 
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forward to. An-depth study &..to apply [the author's] concepts to...aviculture and arian 
veterinary medicine. G.J. Harrison, DVM, Bird World, Nov., 1987 

l•...offers an interesting synthesis of evian evolution, in general, tying together [the au- 
thor's] views on evolutionary sequences involved in thermoregulation, insulation, egg 
care, care of young, mode of feeding, and degree of arboreality. Auk, July, 1988 

• ..... scope. As impressive ..... information conveyed..is almost overwhelming ..... comprehensive 
discussions on.behavior, morphology, physiology, ecology, biogeography, and evolution 
of all birds ...... extremely detailed discussion of the evian brain ....... fascinating. ideas on 
the. evolution of bird reproductive behavior ..... should provide much fuel for thought & 
some debate among students of arian evolution ..... detailed descriptions of captive bird 
breeding and experimentation provide numerous ideas for_research on captive birds ..... 
a must for anyone seriously interested in evian evolution... Wilson Bull., Sept., 1989 
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