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Inland records and first specimen of Black-legged Kittiwake from Missis-
sippi.—On 25 January 1969 I noted an immature Black-legged Kittiwake (Rissa
tridactyla) among a flock of 125 Bonaparte’s Gulls (Larus philadelphia) which were
resting on the waters of “Lower Lake,” a basin lying below the dam and outlet
channel of Sardis Lake, Panola County, in northern Mississippi. The bird was seen
again on 26 January and 7 and 10 February frequenting the basin area and outlet
channel and sharing the latter as feeding ground with Bonaparte’s Gulls and Ring-
billed Gulls (Larus delawarensis). Y. J. McGaha and I collected it on the last date
and found it to be a female in first winter plumage weighing 317 g. This specimen,
now No. 3565 in the Vaiden Collection of the University of Mississippi Department
of Biology, is the first taken in Mississippi.

The first two sightings of the Black-legged Kittiwake in Mississippi were recorded
from the Gulf Coast area. A single immature, possibly the same individual in each
case, was reported offshore in Mississippi Sound on 28 October 1961 and 11 March
1962 by two groups of observers (Audubon Field Notes, 16: 46, 338, 1962). My only
previous observations for Mississippi was another inland record of two immatures on
4 December 1967 (A.F.N. 22: 51, 1968) that were found on Grenada Lake, another
federal flood control reservoir 42 miles south of Sardis Lake. No certain sightings
were obtained in later efforts to find and collect the birds on 9 and 20 December
1967 and 17 January 1968 —W. MarviN Davis, Department of Pharmacology, Uni-
versity of Mississippi, University, Mississippi 38677.



