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Possibly the presence of Wilson’s Phalarope at Martinique may be explained by
the violent atmospheric disturbance that prevailed over the Caribbean area during
September, 1949. Between September 20 and 23 there were similar depressions and
anticyclones over the southern United States and the Gulf of Mexico, and on the
24th of the month a hurricane swept over the Tampico district with violent reper-
cussions as far east as the Lesser Antilles.

From July to November, Martinique lies on the flyway of many migrant shore
birds, including Totanus melanoleucus, T. flavipes, Tringa solitaria, Numenius
phaeopus, Catoptrophorus semipalmatus, Micropalama himantopus, Ereunetes pusillus
and E. maurii, Evolia melanotos, E. fuscicollis, E. minutilla, Pluvialis dominicus, and
Sguatarola squatarola. Under the circumstances it is likely that further observation
in the Lesser Antilles may show that the species here recorded is a less uncommon
migrant than has been believed in the past.—REVEREND FATHER Pincmon, M.
Bon-Saint-Come, Martinique.

The Pomarine Jaeger, Stercorgrius pomarinus, in South Carolina.—
Heretofore, there has been but one record for the occurrence of Stercorarius pomarinus
in South Carolina—a sight record by Allan R. Phillips, off Charleston, November 4,
1943. On October 28, 1950, while fishing in Lake Moultrie, Santee-Cooper, Berkeley
County, 8. C., Mr. Ben Scott Whaley of Charleston secured a male Pomarine Jaeger
with a boat paddle! It was making an attack on a Laughing Gull, Larus atricilla,
and had knocked the latter out of the air into the water three times when Mr. Whaley
came up to it in an outboard skiff. ‘The jaeger was so intent upon its victim that it
was itself killed in the above mentioned manner. ‘The specimen was presented to
the Charleston Museum. Two others were seen the same afternoon.

This record, aside from constituting the first actual specimen of the species for the
state, is the more remarkable on account of the location. The writer has seen
jaegers but twice from South Carolina beaches, though they occur regularly off-
shore. Lake Moultrie is a huge, impounded body of water, created for hydroelectric
power, about 30 miles in from the coast. Its presence attracts numerous gulls, and
one supposes that these jaegers must have followed such birds inland. The writer is
indebted to Mr. Whaley for the privilege of recording this important capture and
observation.—ALEXANDER SPRUNT, Jr., The Crescent, Charleston 50, S. C.

Nests of the Barn Owl, Tyfo a. pratincola, and the Red Crossbill, Loxia
curvirostra, in Essex County, Massachusetts.—The Barn Owl has nested regu-
larly for many years on Martha’s Vineyard, off the southeast coast, but there are
few records of breeding birds for the mainland of Massachusetts. Several for the
Springfield area, Cambridge (1942-1944), Concord and Pittsfield (each in 1945) are
the only printed records found for this century. In Essex County the bird has been
considered an accidental visitor, with eight records prior to 1949; three of these are
substantiated by specimens in the Peabody Museum in Salem. ‘These were collected
over a wide span of years: Lynn, 1862; Danvers, 1900; and Ipswich, 1931. On May
9, 1949, Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Poor, Jr., of the latter township found an owl sitting on
four eggs in their barn; this was identified by Mrs. Lionel Shepherd as a Barn Owl.
On June 7, 28 days later, one egg hatched. The adult continued to sit on the re-
maining eggs until they were removed on June 24, after they had been incubated for
more than six weeks. Two proved to be empty, the third was infertile. The single
young was photographed and banded on July 9; on July 20 it left the rafter near the
nest and was not again seen until July 23 when it was found, well-feathered out, in a
“nest” of old automobile tires piled on the floor below. It was noted intermittently



