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NOTES ON BIRDS OF NORTHERN NEWFOUNDLAND 
AND LABRADOR 

r•v EVARTS •. LOOMIS 

THESE notes on the birds of northern Newfoundland and casual 

observations from Labrador were made during a five-year sojourn in 
these parts while engaged in medical work for the Grenfell Mission. 
The periods from June, 1936 to February, 1937, from June, 1939 to 
August, 1941, and from June, 1942 to June, 1944, were spent at St. 
Anthony near the northern tip of the island and twenty miles south 
of the Straits of Belle Isle. The notes from Labrador were made 

during a six-weeks stay at Indian Harbor in the summer of 1935 and 
also on two subsequent trips on board the mission medical yacht, 
going as far as Cartwright in 1936 and Northwest River in 1940. 

Indian Harbor is a small rocky island at the entrance of Hamilton 
Inlet. The following birds were regularly seen there during the sum- 
mer and were breeding there or on the neighboring islands: the Semi- 
palmated Plover, the White-rumped Sandpiper, the Northern Horned 
Lark, the Northern Raven, the Pipit, the Savannah Sparrow and 
the White-crowned Sparrow. The short Labrador list includes only 
those records which were considered of interest in extending fall 
migration dates as recorded by Austin (AUSTIN, OLIVER L., JR, 'The 
Birds of Newfoundland Labrador,' Mere. Nuttall Ornith. Club, 1-' 1- 
229, 1932) and one or two other items. 

St. Anthony is one mile from the coast on a well-protected harbor. 
The terrain of the region is very barren and covered with snow from 
November to June. These northern harbors are blocked with ice 
flows making navigation impossible five months of the year. The 
trees, chiefly spruce, fir and birch, are stunted near the coast with 
good stands of timber inland and along the foot of the bays. 

During the period of these records, note was made of all birds seen, 
giving special attention to migration dates. The land birds, always 
nearer at hand, eonld be observed much more dosely than the water 
birds. Notes on the latter, which are by no means complete, were 
made during the course of medical trips by boat along the coast and 
also on shorter overland hikes. As it was impossible to leave the 
hospital for more than a few hours at a time, I was unable to get back 
into the marshy interior and make any notes on the breeding water 
birds. 

Whenever the local name in use among the Newfoundland fishermen 
was known it has been included. The general remarks and dates 
without reference to place refer to the St. Anthony region. Except as 
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noted, all records are sight observations. The number of birds seen 
at a particular time has sometimes been included in parentheses 
following the date of observation. Included in the list are the occa- 
sional records of: H. Peters, the Ariantie Flyway Biologist and T. 
Burleigh, his associate while in Newfoundland during the summer of 
1943; Dr. E. Burge, a medical associate during the season of 1936 
who, like myself, is an amateur ornithologist and former bird-bander; 
and S. Cooper, a local minister and naturalist who is thoroughly 
familiar with the waterfowl. The notes followed by an asterisk refer 
to information that I gained from local inhabitants while discussing 
the birds and their habits by their local names and reference to 
Fuertes's plates. The notes from St. John's Bay were given me by an 
extremely observant young lumberman and fisherman who was 
thoroughly familiar with the local bird life of the region. 

NORTHERN NEWI•OUNDLAND 

1. C-avia iraruer iramet, Co•a•oN Loon ("Loo").--Common, breeding on interior 
ponds. Summer resident. 

2. Gavia stellata, IL•D-•t"RO,•tED LOON ("Whabby").--Common and breeding on 
interior ponds; June to September.* 

3. Pu•nus griseus, Sooty S•EARWA•g (" Hagdown").--Common migrant seen in 
all months from June to October, on stormy days, particularly just off the 
coast. Particularly common in the Straits of Belle Isle. Usually seen singly 
or in pairs and associating with the next species. 

4. Pu•nus gravis, Gva•A•g $nExgwx•g ("Hagdown").--Abundant in Straits of 
Belle Isle. Often seen in large flocks. 

5. Fulmarus glacialis glacialis, A•rx,xN•rxc FU•M• ("Noddy").•Seen frequently in 
small flocks offshore during the summer and fall. St. Anthony, October 8, 
1936; specimen collected. 

6. Oceanodroma leucorhoa leucorhoa, LExcWs l•rK•x, (" Mother Carey's Chicken ").• 
Abundant in Straits of Belle Isle during summer. St. Anthony, October 8, 
1936; spedmen collected. Harbor Deep, June 21, 1941. 

7. Moris bassana, GANm•r.--Fairly common off northeast coast. Not known to 
breed. Griguet, September 20, 1936; October 10, 1943; Hare Bay, September 13, 
1943. 

8. Phalacrocorax auritus auritus, Dom•x,E-c•zEs•rEx) CoP,•ORAN!r ("Shag").--Fairly 
common locally. Bale Verte, September. 7, 1943 (six). Harbor Deep, Sep- 
tember. 12, 1943. 

9. Botaurus lentlginosus, AmPmCAN Bn•ERN.•l•airly common summer resident. 
10. Branta canadensis canadensis, Common C,•NAv,• GoosE.--Nesting commouly in 

Canada Bay region.* 
11. Anas rubripes, Bx,,•e;r Dvc;r.--Migrating in late fall. A few winter. Nests 

commonly in interior ponds near Ship Cove and Hare Bay.* Hare Bay, 
March l? and 24, 1940; August 10, 1943. 

12. Anas carolinensis, ORIgEN-WINGED TEAL ("Teal").--Nesting, Ship Cove and 
Hare Bay regions.* Hare Bay--eight specimens (Cooper). 
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13. Clanœula hyemalis, OLDøSQUAW ("I-Ioun").--Common winter visitor. I-Iare 
Bay, June 12, 1943. 

14. Histrionicus histrlonicus histrionicus, ]•As• I-Iaxc•Qm• D•CK ("Lord and 
Lady").wRare visitor.* Fairly common St, John's Bay.* 

15. $omaterla mollissima, ]•XD•R (" Canvasback"; "Shore D uck").--Abundant in 
migration and winter. A few breed. St. Anthony, December 22, 1936; 
(8. m. borealls). 

16. $omateria spectabills, ICx•o EXD•R (" King Drake").--•Rather common, January 
to May, arriving later than $. molldsslrna. Commonly associated with the 
heavy pack-ice of this season.* 

17. Melanitta fusca deglandi, WHXT•-WX•O•D Sco•a ("White-winged Diver").-- 
Fairly common summer resident. Breeds Haze Bay.* St. Anthony, June 21, 
1942. 

18. Merœus merganser americanus, Az•xca• M•a•,qs•a.wHazbor Deep, June 11, 
1941 (breeding). 

19. Mergus serrator, 1L•D-B•AS•D M•a•A•R ("Shell Bird").--Common summer 
resident, breeding in Hare and Canada bays.* 

20. Accipiter cooperii, CooPza's I•w•.--St. Anthony, September 30, 1943. 
21. Buteo lagopus s.johan,is, AM•Rm• •OUGH-LI•GGI•D HAWK.---St. Anthony, July 

1, 1943. 

22. Italiaecrus leucocephalus •vashi,œto,le,sls, NoaTm•a•T BALV ]•A•L• ("Grepe ").• 
Uncommon resident• Hare Bay, April 30, 1941. 

23. Pandio, haliaetus caroll,e,sis, Os•¾ (also "Grepe").--Falrly common. Wild 
Cove, September 10, 1943. Canada Bay, June 7, 1942. 

24. Falco pereœri,us anatum, DvCK Hav•.--St. Anthony, October 14, 1939. 
25. Falco columbarius columbarius, E•s•a• Pm•o• Ha•wK.--Much the commonest 

hawk of this region. Breeds abundantly along the east coast from St. Anthony 
to Hampden. Summer resident. 

26. Falco sparverius sparverius, ]•As•m• S•.tm•ow I•wK.--One record. Very 
careful identification at dose range. St. Anthony, August 16, 1936. 

27. Laœopus laœopus alle,i, ALL•'S Prta•Mx•A•.•Common permanent resident. 
Much sought for food. 

28. Lagopus rnutus welchi, W•LC•'S P•oA•.--St. Anthony, February 6, 1941. 
Seen on higher hills about St. John's Bay.* 

29. Rallus limicola limicola, Vm•x•w_a Raxx,.--One record. Careful identification at 
dose range (Burge). St. Anthony, August 16, 1936. 

30. Charadrius hiaticula semipalmatus, S•aXPALM•D Pcov•.•Common fall mi- 
grant. Probably breeds. St. Anthony, August 27-September 18. Haze Bay, 
July 10, 1943. 

31. Charadrius vociferus vociferus, KaU,D•.---One record. Observed carefully at 
dose range. First noted by its familiar call, St. Anthony, November 19, 
1940. 

32. $quatarola squatarola, BLACK-B•LLIED PLov•R.--Quirpon, August 17, 1936 
(three). 

33. Capella delicata, WXLSO•'S Sm•]•.--Very abundant, breeding in the marshes 
about St. Anthony. St. Anthony, April 21-October 27. Mating call first 
heard, lViay 18. 

34. Numenius phaeopus hudsonicus, H•DSO•X• Crrm,•w.--Fairly common locally 
in migration and undoubtedly breeding. Quirpon, July 24, 1936; September 
10, 1940. Haze Bay, June, 1943 (Cooper). 
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35. Actitis macularia, SPo•r•n S,xNn•øx•øeR.--Common SUmmer resident. St. An- 
thony, June 21-August 26. 

36. Totanus melanoleucus, GREATER YeLLOW-Leos ("Anseres").--Breeding in Hare 
Bay.* St. Anthony, common in migration; August-September. La Seie, Sep- 
tember 5, 1943. Harbor Deep, September 8, 1943. 

37. Erolia fuscicotlis, WHzT•-RV•r•Ven S•Nmox•o•R.--Very abundant in migration. 
Frequently seen on pastureland in flocks. St. Anthony, October 11-Novem- 
ber 22. 

38. Erotia minutilla, Le,xsT S•Nn•or•eR.--St. Anthony, August 27, 1939. 
39. Erolia alpins sakhalina, Ren-B,xcKen S,x•n•ox•oeR.--St. Anthony, August 29, 1939. 

Observed in a group of shore birds. It was carefully studied at close range 
with respect to the shape of the bill and the size. 

40. Phalaropus fulicarius, Ren Pmx•,,xRoPe.--Uncommon along this coast although 
possibly unidentified in fall plumage. Several careful identifications in fall 
have all been of the northern variety. Hare Bay, offshore about two miles, 
June 6, 1941 (twenty). 

41. Lobipes lobatus, NORTHern; PH.•,.•RO•øe (" Gale Bird ").--Abundant along coast 
in fall migration. St. Anthony, September-October. Straits of Belle Isle, 
September 29, 1940 (several flocks). Bale Verte, September 6, 1943. 

42. Larus hyperboreus, G•,xvcovs G•r• ("Slob Gull").--Common in fall, winter 
and spring, especially when the drift (slob) ice is just offshore. Canada Bay, 
June 6, 1942. Cape Banld, October 10, 1943. 

43. Larus marinus, Gm•,xI B•,xcK-B,xcr,•n G• ("Saddlehaek").--Common perma- 
nent resident. 

44. Larus argentatus smithsonianus, Hello Gur•, (" Bluie ").--Common in spring, 
summer and fall. 

45. Pagophila eburnea, IvoRY G•r• ("Ice Partridge ").--This grill is associated with 
the coldest winter days and a pure white landscape. St. Anthony, December 
1, 1940 (an unusually early date). Pistolet Bay, February 8, 1940. 

46. Rissa tridactyla tridactyla, A•r•,x•cxc KXrTXW,XK• ("Ticldelouse").•Abundant 
fall migrant. Used for food when ducks are scarce. Attracted to the fishing 
boats by the fishermen's calling "yitti, yitti " St. Anthony, 
September-December. Less common in spring. 

47. Sterns hirundo hirundo, Co•o• TeR• ("Steern").---St. Anthony, common in 
migration; August 28-November 14. Breeding about Ship Cove and Green 
Island in the Straits of Belle Isle. (My records do not give the relative hUm- 
be. rs of this species as enmpared with the Arctic Tern.) 

48. Alca torda, R•zoR-•n,r•n Avx ("Tinker").--Occasioual visitor but rather un- 
common off the northeastern coast.* More common in the Gulf of St. 

49. Uria aalge aalge, Ar•,,xsTxc M•mu• ("Turr").--Abundant in fall, winter and 
spring. Used extensively for food. 

50. Uria lornvia lornvia, BR/•rica's Mmu• ("Murre").--St. Anthony, December 
11, 1942. Much less common than the preceding spedes. 

51. Plautus alle, Dove•e ("Bullbird").--Very common winter resident. Very 
tame, often swimming very close alongside the boats. St. Anthony, October 9 
(earliest date). Straits of Belle Isle, September 29, 1940. 

52. Cepphus grylle grylle, B•,,xc•r Gv•c•,e•or ("Sea Pigeon ").--Common permanent 
resident. Nesting commonly on most of the rocky islands of this region. 

53. Fratercula arctics arctica, AT•,XNr•C PVl•z•.--Occasional off the northeast coast 
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of Newfoundland. Much more common in the Straits of Belle Isle, particularly 
on the Labrador side. 

54. Bubo virginianus heterocnemis, LA•taDOR Homq•D Ow•.--Ship Cove, occa- 
sional.* St. John's Bay common.* 

55. 3Iyctea scandiaca, SNowY OvrL ("White Owl").--Frequent winter visitor. St. 
Anthony, January 17, 1936, February 2, 1936; February 11, 1936; January 1, 
1943. Ship Cove, January 3, 1944 (two). 

56. Asio fiammeus fiammeus, S•oRr-•am•v Ova,.--Quirpon, May 30, 1943 (Peters 
and Burleigh). 

57. Megaceryle aleyon alcyon, EAS•N BELTED K•s•.--Harbor Deep, June 9, 
1941. St. John's Bay, common.* 

58. Colapres auratus, l•mK•l.•Oceasional visitor. St. Anthony, August 9, 1936; 
October 10, 1936; May 18, 1941. La Seie, September 4, 1943. 

59. $phyrapicus varius varius, Y•LLow-•x, Lm• SA•,SVeK•I.•One record. St. 
Anthony, August 2, 1936 (Burge). 

60. Dryobates villosus terraenovae, N•wtov•roLam• Woom,•cK•R.--Hare Bay, Janu- 
ary 7, 1937. St. John's Bay, common.* 

61. Dryobates pubescens medianus, No•a•N Dow•¾ WoOD•,•CK•X•.---St. John's 
Bay, common.* 

62. Otocoris alpestrls, HORm•V L.S, RK ("Mud Lark").--Fairly common visitor in 
migration but by no means as common as the Snow Bunting. It is not usually 
seen associated with the buntings as it is in the United States. Cape Bauld, 
October 10, 1943. St. Anthony, occasional in fall; records lacking. 

63. Perisoreus ½anadensis nigrlcapillus, L,•o• J,¾.--Abundant in wooded areas 
including Hare Bay, Canada Bay and Hooping Harbor. 

64. Corvus corax prlncipalis, No•tTm•mq Riv•N ("Crow").--Common permanent 
resident. 

65. Parus atricapillus atricapillus, Br•,c*r-c•m,• Cmcx&•.--Common permanent 
resident. 

66. Parus kudsonicus littoralis, Acama• Cmcxa•.--Common permanent resident. 
67. $1tta ½anadensis, P•D-•m•AS• NWra,Tca ("Upside-down Bird").--St. An- 

thony, August 3, 1939. Only record until 1943; October 15, 1943 to February 
14, 1944, abundant. St. John's Bay, common.* 

68. Troglodytes troglodytes hiernalis, E,s•m• Wx•q•r•R Wm•.--Common from 
Canada Bay, southward. St. Anthony, uncommon, May 8, 1944. Daniel's 
Harbor, March 1, 1936. Canada Bay, June 7, 1941. Williamsport, June 8, 
1941. 

69. Turdus mlgratorius nigrideus, B•*C*r-•*cK• Rom•.---St. Anthony, common 
s•rnmer resident. April 15 to November 8. 

70. ttylocichlaguttatafaxoni, EAsv• H•x•nT T•vs•.•common summer resident. 
St. Anthony, April 24 to October 24. 

71. ttylocicla miniran aliciae, G•¾-C•K• Ta•vs•.--Common summer resident. 
St. Anthony, June 3 to late Angust. 

72. Regulus satrapa satrapa, E*s• GO•N-CROVaq•D Kx•T.--Rare. St. 
Anthony, October 17, 1940. 

73. Regulus ½alendula calendula, 
summer resident. St. Anthony, May 3 to October 3. 

74. Antbus spinoletta rubescens, A•c• Px•'xT.--Common in migration at St. 
Anthony, May 16 to June 27; August 27 to ?. 

75. Lanius excubitor borealis, No•vm•N SH•K•.--Uncommon. St. Anthony, 
April 6-17, 1943 (seen each day in our yard). Hare Bay, February 1, 1936. 
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76. Vireo olivaceus, i•D-•Y•D Vn•o.--One record. St. Anthony, July 7-9, 1940. 
(This is a certain record as the bird was picked up by its song and then ob- 
served at close range.) 

77. Dendroica aestiva arnnicola, H]•W•OU•DLAh'D YISLLOW WARBLI•R ("Yellow- 
hammer").--Fairly common summer resident. St. Anthony, June 5 (earliest 
date). 

78. Dendroica coronata coronata, MYR•LI• WARBL•R.--Uncommon, St. Anthony, 
April 25, 1943. Canada Bay, June 7, 1941. 

79. Dendroica pensylvanica, CH•S•rNu•r-srO•D WARBL•R.--Canada Bay, June 7, 1941. 
80. Dendroica striata, BLACk-POLL WA•L•R.--Common summer resident. St. 

Anthony, June 7 to August 30. 
81. $eiurus noveboracensis noveboracensis, i•oR•rH•RN WA•R-THRUSH.--Common 

summer resident. St. Anthony, May 25 to September 7. 
82. Wilsonia pusills pusills, WXLSON'S WzmBL•R.--Common summer resident. St. 

Anthony, May 28 to September 4. 
83. Euphagus carolinns, RUSTY BLACY•BXRD.--St. Anthony, April 28 to May 6, 1941 

(one bird seen d. aily). 
84. Pinicola enucleator leucura, CANADIAN Px•r• GROSB•AE ("Mope").--Common 

permanent resident. In full song and mating in early April. One specimen 
taken on October 3, 1936, was, according to measurements, P. e. legcurs rather 
than " eschatosus. " 

85..4cantMs hornemanni exilipes, HoAR• I•DPOLL.•Not uncommon in migrating 
flocks of redpolls. St. Anthony, October 18 to December 19, and probably 
later. 

86..4canthis linaria linaria, Co•o• I•POLL (" Sprucebird ").--Common the year 
round, breeding here in large numbers. These birds gather into large flocks 
for migration during October and early lXIovember. Our winter redpolls 
wintering here are probably from farther north. 

87. Acanthis linaria rostrata, Gx•a•x• l•POLL.•Occasional in flocks of the pre- 
ceding subspecies. St. Anthony, October 2, 1936; October 2, 1940; April 23, 
1940. 

88. Loxia leucoptera leucoptera, W]•rr]•-w-•a]• C•OSS•iLL.--Seen here commonly in 
the winter of 1943-1944 but at no time before. St. Anthony, October 14 to 
February 10, 1944. 

89. Passerculus sandwichensis, Sava• S•'am•ow.•Common summer resident. 
St. Anthony, May 16 to October 11. 

90. Junco hyemalis byemalls, SLA•r]•-COLOVa• Jv•co.--Fairly common in spring, 
summer and fall. Occasional winter straggler. Ship Cove, February 12, 1940. 

91. $pizella arborea arborea, ]3as•m• Tx•]• S•'•ow.--Rather uncommon. St. 
Anthony, July 5, 1936; October 9, 1940 (banded). 

92. $pizella passerina passerina, ]3as•x• C]•x•x•a S?am•ow.--One record. St. 
Anthony, June 22, 1943 (Burleigh and Peters). 

93. Zonotrichia leucophrys leucophrys, W]•x•r]•-cx•ow2vaD S•,aP,•tow.•Common sum- 
mer resident. St. Anthony, June 1 to October 5. 

94. Zonotrichia albicollis, W]•x•-•r]•aoa•'a• S•,aP,•tow.--Common summer resident. 
St. Anthony, May 10 to October 5. 

95. Passerella iliaca iliaca, ]3as•a• Fox S•,Am•ow.--Commonest breeding landbird. 
St. Anthony, April 14 to October 27. 

96. Melospiza lincolnii lincolnii, Lx•coL•'S S•,am•ow.--Common summer resident. 
St. Anthony, June 1 to September 19. 
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97. Melospiza georgiana, SWAMP S•,Am•OW.--Fairly common summer resident. St. 
Anthony, May 28 to September 19. 

98. Plectrophenax nivalis nivalis, EAST•tN SNOW BtrNTXNG.--Common in migration. 
Occasional winter straggler. St. Anthony, March 27 to May 2; October 13 to 
November 11. Cape Batfid, October 10, 1943. 

LABRADOR NoTeS OF INTeReST 

1. Ga•a $tellata, R•D-THROAT•D LOON.--lkigolet, September 24, 1940 (spedmen). 
2. Fulmarus glacialis glacialis, ATLANTIC FULMAR.--Batteau, September 21, 1940. 
3. Histrionicus histrionicus histrionicus, EASTERN Iff•m,•Qtr•N Dtmx.•Square Island, 

July, 1940. Stuffed bird recently killed offered to me for sale. 
4. Melanltta fusca deglandl, WHIT•-WXNGB• ScoT•R.--Rigolet, September 21, 1940 

(•fty). 
5. Melanitta perspicillata, Strm• ScoT•.--Lake Melville, September 15, 1940; 

September 21, 1940 (2000). 
6. Mergus serrator, I•-B•AST• M•ANS•.--Lake Melville, September 16, 

1940 (adults with young). 
7. Arenaria interpres, R•or•¾ TtmNSTON•.--Oready, August 23, 1936; Seal Islands, 

September 12, 1940; Barteau, September 21, 1940. 
8. Eroliafuscicollis, WmT•-•tnm,• SaNm'n,•R.--Indian Harbor, abundant summer 

resident. July 22, 1935, adults seen with young birds (I can find no record of 
the bird's breeding in Labrador). 

9. Crocethia alba, SAN•RLIN•.--Brador Bay, September 23, 1936 (Bttrge). 
10. Hirundo rustica erythrogaster, B•mN SwALLOW.--Indian Harbor. One record, 

August 23, 1935. 
11. Loxia Ieucoptera leucoptera, Wm•-WIN• C•osssmL.--Indian Harbor, August 

7, 1935. 

Washington, D.C. 

THE PRESENT STATUS OF THE GREAT BLACK-BACKED 
GULL ON THE COAST OF MAINE 1 

BY ALFRED O. GROSS 

Plates 12-15 

Sx•c• the beginning of the present century great changes have 
taken place in the populations of the sea birds inhabiting the Maine 
coast. The unprecedented increase brought about by protection and 
other contributing factors has involved serious competition among the 
birds, which is requiring many readjustments. For example, islands 
which 25 years ago were inhabited by thriving colonies of terns have 
since been completely taken over by Herring Gulls and today are •ow 
being encroached upon by the Black-backed Gulls. 

Not only have these increases affected the interrelations of the birds 
Contribution no. 13, Bowdoin Scientific Station, Kent Island, Bay of Fundy, New Brunswick, 

anada. 


