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There is no doubt that a newspaper is not the best medium for the publication
of new names. However, Ramsay had apparently no available channel for publi-
cation and Peters and other authors have accepted other newspaper names of
Ramsay. The International Rules contain nothing that would invalidate Ramsay’s
name. We must therefore accept amabilis Ramsay as an earlier name for aqurei-
cinctus Layard.—E. MAYR, American Museum of Natural History, New York, N, Y.

Unusual “pigeonries” of the domestic pigeon.—While collecting data for a life
history study of Falco mexicanus Schiegel, “street” pigeons or hybrids of Columba
livia, C. affinis and possibly other species of the genus Columba, were found in
an apparent reversion to a wild state,

A number of colonies have been observed in recent years in the bluff and cliff
formations in southeastern Wyoming and eastern Colorado; these “pigeonries”
often are situated on the open plain, many miles from the nearest human habita-
tion, and the birds to all appearances subsist independent of man.

One of the largest colonies located was on Bear Mountain, Goshen County,
Wyoming, where eighteen adults were counted. Two nests were found containing
two eggs each. These nests were composed of small sticks and twigs placed well
back in small potholes in the cliff. These potholes had openings of about six to
eight inches and were slightly over a foot in depth. The accumulations of fecal
matter indicated that similar potholes were used as roosts.

In northeastern Colorado a pair of blue checker pigeons with white primary
feathers was observed in the company of a male Falco sparverius sparverius. All
three landed on a ledge and relationships were on an apparently harmonious basis.
The cock pigeon was driving the hen to nest and the Sparrow Hawk followed them
from ledge to ledge. The eyries of Buteo regalis, Aquila chrysaetos canadensis,
Falco mexicanus, and Falco sparverius sparverius have been located within the
immediate vicinity of these colonies.

The observations have been confirmed by Harold M. Webster (personal com-
munication), Tucson, Arizona. “I have found wild pigeons in several sections of
cliff living right along with nesting falcons and an eagle in one case. They are
especially common in the Garden of the Gods, the Larkspur area, the Park of the
Red Rocks, and in South Boulder Canyon (Colorado). It is not unusual to see
one taken by a falcon, but as you know the falcons prefer to eat ground mammals
instead. The pigeons I have seen in the cliffs adjacent to falcon eyries were all
well blooded birds and showed remarkable ability in keeping ahead of the falcons.
In flying, these pigeons came in like comets, not giving the falcons much oppor-
tunity to stoop at them.”

There is yet, however, little available information as to the habits of these
pigeons, or even as to whether the colonies are permanently established.—RarLpu
B. WiLuiams, Wyoming Public Health Laboratory, Cheyenne, Wyoming.

Aircraft collision with a goldfinch.—At about 4:30 on August 11, 1944, while in the
vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, the ship that I was flying, a Douglas transport weighing
twelve and a half tons, struck a bird with the windshield which was cracked badly.
We were descending at the time and our speed through the air was between 170
and 180 miles per hour after corrections for temperature and altitude errors. The
indicated altitude at the time of the impact was between 1,000 and 1,200 feet above
the surface of the ground. The surface elevation in that area is about 1,000 feet
above sea level.

Upon arrival at the airport, examination revealed that some of the bird was



