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this period to the time they leave the nest, the youngsters call incessantly from
dawn to dusk, occasionally giving lusty cries long after it has become too dark
for the parents to gather food.

I saw one brood voluntarily leave the nest box on the sixteenth day after some
coaxing by the parents. The largest nestling on its initial flight from the box
flew 70 yards. Three others flew to a clothesline 10 yards away, but the smallest
missed the line, volplaning to the ground 30 yards from the nest.

The parents commence to feed the first young to hatch, and as the interval be-
tween hatching of the entire clutch may be twelve hours or longer, it is evident
that the most precocious youngsters secure a good start over their less fortunate
nest mates. When the birds are small, about 60 to 90 trips a day suffice, but
with increasing size and greater alimental needs, the parents must ‘hustle’ from
dawn to dusk. During a three-hour period (5 a. m~8 a. m.) the adults made 47
trips to the nest and later on the same day (4 p. m~8 p. m.) 61 trips were
recorded. Cursory observation during midday did not suggest that feeding was
curtailed in any way. On this basis we may assume an average of 225 trips a day.

As soon as the first brood has left, the female commences relining the nest, and
within a few days has started incubating her second clutch. Meanwhile, the male
is caring for the young birds. They seldom venture far from the home site, and
may almost invariably be seen within a quarter mile or so of it. When the
second brood has hatched, and this may be late July or early August in the
event of a late first nesting, the male parent returns and aids in the feeding. Oc-
casionally feeding duties are rendered less arduous by the young of the first brood
aiding in these duties.

Nesting Bluebirds which I have observed are seldom concerned over the prox-
imity of other native birds, but I have seen the male vigorously pursue Baltimore
Orioles on several occasions, chasing them for two hundred yards or more. On
one occasion the male threw two eggs of a Chipping Sparrow from a nest in a
nearby plum tree.—~W. J. HAMILTON, JR., Cornell University, Ithaca, New York.

Unusual nest of the Parula Warbler.—What I am inclined to believe is the
first nesting record of the Parula Warbler in this immediate vicinity was secured
this month. I discovered the nest along the Chemung River about two miles west
of this city on June 10. The nest had been built within a cone of grasses, weed
stalks and leaves that had been caught on one of the slender lower branches of
a maple tree overhanging the river when it was in flood. The receding waters
had left this particular cone about nine feet above the present sloping bank.
Lacking the customary usnea, the Parulas had utilized fine rootlets, grass fibers,
bits of linty material, and the like for the nest itself.

When discovered, the young had already hatched. On June 16 they left the
nest. My husband and I subsequently collected the nest, at the suggestion of
Dr. Arthur A. Allen of Cornell University, who in the meantime had been notified
and on June 12 came and filmed both nest and parent birds. For the Parula to
build this type of nest appears so exceptional as to deserve special mention.—
OLIVE R. YORK, 862 Hoffman Street, Elmira, New York.

Bullock’s Oriole as a fighter.—~While serving as a member of a biological collect-
ing party in southeastern Utah during June and July of 1927, the writer had
an opportunity to observe some interesting and unusual activities of Bullock’s



