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following the opossums,--some on both sides, some in the rear. Suddenly, three or 
four of the vultures attacked one opossum at the same time. In less time than I can 
write it, both opossums were covered with a swarm of hissing, flapping birds, and 
within fifteen minutes there was nothing left of them but the larger bones and the 
hides, and these were stripped of every vestige of flesh. 

It is also of interest to note in the feeding habits of these birds, that during dry 
periods when food is scarce, Black Vultures congregate in the early morning where 
the herds of cattle are bedded down for the night, and as the cattle move off to graze 
shortly after sun-up, the vultures feed on the fresh excrement which the cattle drop 
as they begin their day's grazing. This is a common feeding habit of the Black 
Vultures which I have observed for many years. The Turkey Vulture (Cathartes 
aura septentrionalis) apparently has not this samc food habit, nor have I ever seen it 
attack a living animal.--E. A. MCILHENN¾, Avery Island, Louisiana. 

Eastern Sparrow Hawk feeding on big brown bat.--About 6.30 o'clock 
(eastern daylight time), on the morning of May 5, 1939, while observing birds in 
Washington Park in the heart of the city of Albany, New York, my attention was 
drawn to a female Eastern Sparrow Hawk (Falco s. sparverius) perched high up in a 
large elm. As I watched, the bird, evidently; unaware of my presence, suddenly 
darted from its vantage point to the trunk of an adjacent tree of similar kind and 
size, seized and carried away what appeared through the binocular to be a small bat. 
The color of the victim, its shape and a brief view of the tip of a weakly flapping 
wing afforded the bits of evidence for my first and provisional diagnosis. 

On following the flight of the hawk it was observed to alight well out on the limb 
of another elm, about fifty feet above the ground, where at once it began vehemently 
and greedily to devour the prey. The first struggles of the victim, manifest princi- 
pally in the flapping of one wing, soon subsided as the hawk continued to tear it to 
pieces. Perhaps two minutes elapsed before the bird had finished the meal. As I 
continued to watch these proceedings through the binocular, I wished that some 
way might be found to determine definitely on just what the hawk was feeding. 
Then, as though in answer to this thought, it arose in flight and in so doing dropped 
from its claws a fragment of the prey. Upon examination this proved to be the 
facial portion of the head of a big brown bat, Eptesicus fuscus. Although the brain 
case had been removed by the hawk, the furred facial skin, the intact left ear and 
the complete dentition provided sufficient evidence for positive identification of the 
bat. All the other parts of the animal had apparently been eaten by the hawk. 

I have never before observed this feeding habit of the Eastern Sparrow Hawk and 
so far as I have been able to ascertain, records of the occurrence of this or any other 
bat in the stomachs of Sparrow Hawks appear to be very rare.--DAY?o• S?O•ER, 
New York State Museum, Albany, New York. 

Falcon, Buteo and Harrier eat Herring GulL--That many if not all of our 
hawks are occasional carrion eaters is a long-established fact and yet all too seldom 
is this factor mentioned or at least given sufficient significance when an analysis of 
the stomach contents of one of these birds is published. The writer has had several 
occasions to see how erroneous it might be for a stomach-contents analysis to be 
taken as a sign of exactly what the raptors might be killing. A recent observation 
even though extreme, strongly illustrates this point. While driving along an exten- 
sive mudflat on the south shore of Long Island my attention was attracted to a bird 
ripping apart a dead Herring Gull (Larus argentatus smithsonianus). The bird 
turned out to be a large adult Duck Hawk (Falco peregrinus anatum) which circled 


