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the dunes at the end of which is deposited its single egg. The sudden appearance of
the large white birds as they popped out of the mouths of their burrows produced a
very curious effect from a distance. The great nests of the Black-necked Stork (Xen-
orhynchus asiaticus) we learn, sometimes reach dimensions of six by three feet and
in one instance the birds took more than a month in building the structure, using
sticks of various sizes from mere twigs to branches two feet in length and two to
three inches in diameter. Upon this they placed a rim of clay, deseending alternately
to a near-by tank and bringing up the mud in their bills and arranging it with great
care. There are interesting accounts of nestings of the curious Ibis-bill (Ibidorhyncha)
which spends its life in the Pamirs, Gilgit and the Tibet region of western China,
breeding along the river shores, while the accounts of taking eggs of the Lammergeyer
(Gypaetus) from high over-hanging cliffs will arouse the enthusiasm of any oélogist.
Mr. Baker tells us that of the 2351 forms of Indian birds the nesting of 279 species
and subspecies remains quite unknown so that there is still much to learn before the
subject is entirely exhausted. In his parting word on egg collecting he says: “No
one should start egg collecting unless they have some scientific object in view in so
doing. To collect eggs merely to satisfy one’s aesthetic sense of the beautiful, or to
aequire something which someone else has not got is admittedly not sufficient excuse.”
He, however, upholds egg collecting where the collector is advancing science and
calls attention to the fact that bird photography (and we might add bird-banding)
is often quite as detrimental to the birds as egg collecting.

There are seven halftone plates from photographs of nests or scenery.

We congratulate Mr. Baker upon the completion of his labors and his four hand-
some volumes will stand as a monument to his energy and his knowledge of his sub-
ject.—W. S.

Spiker’s ‘Bird Life of the Finger Lakes of New York.’—This publication! is
another of the excellent local ornithologies issued by the Roosevelt Wild Station.
It covers the region of the famous Finger lakes especially Keuka, Seneca and Cayuga,
a region where a number of prominent ornithologists have lived and conducted their
investigations—Fuertes at Ithaca; Eaton at Geneva; Burtch and Clarence Stone at
Branchport—and is therefore rich in tradition.

Mr. Spiker spent two summers, one winter and a spring in the region and the report
is the result of his observations. The accounts are popular in character with brief
descriptions of the field marks of the species, and accounts of nests, song and habits,
the whole forming a handy pocket ornithology of the area. The‘illustrations consist
of 57 photographs of characteristic spots along the lakes and their vicinity, including
the Taushannock Falls which Dr. A. A. Allen has made famous in his photographs
of the Duck Hawk.

Beside the value of the pamphlet to local bird students there are many observa-
tions of interest on the habits and behavior of various species which are contribu-
tions to their life histories.

The author has done a good piece of work.—W. 8.

Danforth’s ‘The Birds of Saint Lucia.’—Dr. Danforth has recently published
an excellent monograph? on the birds of Saint Lucia. As he points out we have no

1 A Popular Account of the Bird Life of the Finger Lakes Section of New York, with Main
Reference to the Summer Season. By Charles J. Spiker, Field Naturalist, Roosevelt Wild
Life Station. Roosevelt Wild Life Bull,, Vol. 6, No. 3. Pp. 391-551, Figs. 228-284, July,
1935.

2 The Birds of Saint Lucia. By Stuart Danforth, Prof. of Zoology and Entomology,
College of Agriculture, University of Puerto Rico. Monographs of the Univ. of Puerto Rico,
Series B., No. 3, 1935. Pp. 1-129, P1. I. To be had from the Librarian of the University,
Rio Piedras, P. R.



476 Recent Literature. [8311;{

complete work on the avifauna of any of the Lesser Antilles and in attempting to
meet this deficiency he has selected Saint Lucia because of the number of its endemic
forms and peculiar genera, and because of the threatened extinction of several of the
species. He has collected all of the published information on the birds of the island
as well as some unpublished material and spent a month during the summer of 1931 in
a personal study of the avifauna. Under each of the eighty species and subspecies
found on the island are given references to Saint Lucia occurrences, a brief descrip-
tion sufficient to distinguish it from other birds of the island and an account of its
habits and distribution.

In addition there is a sketch of the physiography of Saint Lucia, a list of collecting
localities, a history of ornithological research on the island and a bibliography.

There are no less than sixteen endemic forms in the avifauna and twenty-two
migrants from North America. The nomenclature follows ‘“the current scientific
name” but this is not always easy to determine and apparently in making a last
minute change from the A. O. U. ‘Check-List’ to that of Peters’ the genus Tringa
is divided in two by Catoptrophorus!

There is a colored plate from a rather crude painting of a pair Melanospiza richard-
soni by F. W. Horne, but the colors of the birds are accurately presented. Dr. Dan-
forth is to be congratulated upon a good piece of work which should arouse interest
among the residents in their birds and in the rigid protection which they apparently
need.—W. S.

Birds of Jehol.—This publication! constitutes a part of the ‘Report of the
First Scientific Expedition to Manchoukuo’ and is the joint product of five of Japan’s
leading ornithologists. The Passeres are by Dr. N. Kuroda and Marquis Yama-
shina; the lower orders by Prince Taka-Tsukasa and Marquis Hachisuka; and the
“résumé’”’ by Dr. Uchida, who also supervised the making of the plates.

The collection made by Messrs. Kishida and Mori contained seventy species and
subspecies one of which Passer montanus tokunagai Kuroda and Yamashina (p. 87)
is described as new, and named after the leader of the expedition.

There are 28 full page color plates by Kobayashi, decidedly the best that he has
produced and while he has changed the body position of some of his birds he seems
to be unable to get away from the profile view so far as the head is econcerned.

The text is in duplicate being presented first in Japanese and then in English with
apparently little reduction except for the omission of the synonymy and the measure-
ments of the specimens.

The publication is creditable to all concerned.—W. S.

Wild Life Management in the National Parks.—The second number? of the
“Fauna Series” of National Park Publications consists of various reports mostly by
George M. Wright and Ben H. Thompson on various aspects of wild life conserva-
tion in the parks. Those most concerned with birds are two by Wright on ‘Men and
Birds in Joint Occupation of National Parks’ and ‘The Primitive Persists in Bird
Life of Yellowstone Park.” In the first he lists as infringements of birds upon man’s
rights—Woodpeckers disturbing visitors to the hotels, and other birds stealing
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