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was decided to remove it. I kept the Warbler in the cage for the rest of the day,
much to the disgust of the Canary, who was forced to occupy the smaller quarters.

The bird was very hungry and I procured an assortment of insects from a nearby
field. It readily took this food from my fingers or from forceps. In spite of its
hunger, however, it was extremely particular as to the type of food which it ate.
It snapped at a garden snail but refused to eat it. The same thing proved true in
the case of sow bugs and ground beetles. It readily accepted grasshoppers, flies and
crickets, and in the evening ate a little bread which had been soaked in milk.

The most interesting feature about the actions of the bird was its behavior with
large grasshoppers or crickets. Holding the insect firmly in the bill, the Warbler
repeatedly beat it against the floor of the cage. The movement of the head while
this performance went on was so rapid that my eyes could searcely follow it. Whether
such procedure is intended to kill insects that are too large to swallow or whether
it is intended to break them into smaller pieces, I could not say. It may be a
common act among Warblers, but I have never observed it in nature nor have I read
anything concerning it.

The only note made by the bird was a very sharp, rather high-pitched “chip,”
uttered occasionally when it was in the smaller cage.

On the morning of the 15th a small flock of White-throated Sparrows, White-
crowned Sparrows, and Myrtle Warblers was in the garden, so, against my ornitho-
logical desire to keep the Orange-crowned Warbler as a specimen, we liberated it.
At first it seemed reluctant to go, remaining on the edge of the cage for several
minutes, but upon hearing the notes of the other birds, it flew to the top of an apple
tree and immediately commenced feeding among the leaves.—HowarD L. MENDALL,
Department of Zoology, University of Maine, Orono, Maine.

On the Color of the Iris in the Western Cuban Grackle.—When collecting
in Cuba in 1900 with William Palmer, we found the Grackle (Holoquiscalus jamaicen-
sts caribaeus) not uncommon in Pinar del Rio Province and during March and April
the birds were all in adult plumage and with yellow irides. In the latter part of June
we visited the Isle of Pines and one of the first Grackles shot, though in apparently
adult plumage, had the irides brown. It was recorded on the label as hazel as we then
thought the specimen was a new form. Later we saw adults with yellow irides and
immature birds with brown irides, and reached the conclusion that all immature
birds had the irides brown and that they assumed the adult plumage before the color
of the eyes changed. This may explain some of the divergent views on the color of
the eyes in the Boat-tailed Grackle and related forms that have been appearing in
the literature in recent years. Unfortunately, Ridgway (U. S. Nat. Mus. Bull. 50,
pt. 2, 1902, p. 226) used the note on the color of the eye on the Isle of Pines’ speci-
men in stating the color of the iris of the Cuban Grackle as hazel. My understanding
of hazel at that time was not the hazel of Ridgway’s ‘Nomenclature of Colors,” but
more of a raw umber. The color of the eye of the Cuban Grackle as given by Ridg-
way is erroneous for the form and should have been corrected long ago.—J. H. RiLey,
U. 8. National Museum.

The Red Crossbill in Kansas:—A Correction.—In the October, 1932, issue of
the Auk (Vol. XLIX, p. 489) I reported the presence of the Red Crosshill (Lozia
curvirostra pustlla) at Lawrence, Kansas. The identification was based on specimens
then in the University of Kansas Museum of Birds and Mammals. Since then W. S.
Long, of this museum, and myself have had occasion to re-examine these and other
Crossbills in the collection. It is evident from this examination that the original
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identification was an error and that the birds collected were Bendire’s Crossbill
(Lozia curvirosira bendirei).—J. D. Brack, Museum of Birds and Mammals, Univer-
sity of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas.

Late Nesting of the Indigo Bunting (Passerina cyanea).—On the afternoon
of August 18, 1934, a nest of this species was found by me at Pomfret, Connecticut,
near the Hampton line. It was situated about three feet from the ground in a
clump of blackberry bushes bordering a section of small mixed woods, some 725 feet
above sea level. The nest contained three naked young. The male bird was not
present at the time, but rather fleeting glimpses of the female were obtained as she
nervously moved about the foliage of some nearby birches, giving the characteristic
alarm note.

On August 22 the young were marked with bands numbered ¢189824-26 by Mrs.
K. B. Wetherbee of Worcester and Pomfret. They were still in the downy state,
brownish in color, but feathers had begun to appear along the flanks. At this time
both parent birds were observed.

It seems that this observation might be of some interest as a Connecticut record,
since in his ‘Birds of Massachusetts and Other New England States’ the late E. H.
Forbush mentions August 14 as his latest date for fresh eggs of this species in Massa-
chusetts, and lists the nesting period as taking place somewhat earlier in Connecti-
cut.—Lroyp S. JENKINS, 10 Ashmore Road, Worcester, Mass.

Another Ipswich Sparrow from Georgia.—In ‘The Auk,’ for April, 1932, p.
238, Mr. Alexander Sprunt, Jr., recorded an Ipswich Sparrow (Passerculus princeps)
collected on Oysterbed Island, Ga., and mentioned the other records of the species
from this state.

Several times every winter since Mr. Sprunt and I found that first specimen, I
have carefully searched for others, but without success until this winter, when one
was seen on December 30, 1934, and the same one or another in the same locality
on January 13, 1935. Both times the pale bird was in a loose company of Savannah
Sparrows on the extreme eastern end of the island. Both times it was seen with
sufficient clearness to distinguish without binoculars, though I was using 10 x
glasses.—Ivan R. Tomrins, U. S. Dredge “Morgan,” Savannah, Ga.

The Pine-woods Sparrow a Breeding Bird in South Carolina.—In view of
the fact that the Fourth Edition of the A. O. U. ‘Check-List’ limits the range of the
Pinewoods Sparrow (Aimophila aestivalis aestivalis) to Florida and southeastern
Georgia, it is of interest at this time to record the occurrence of this subspecies during
the summer months in the extreme southern edge of South Carolina. In the course
of field work carried on late in July between Allendale and Ridgeland the writer
found Aimophila aestivalis fairly plentiful in the scattered stretches of pine woods.
Two birds, both adult males, were collected July 25, 1934, one at Allendale, in
Allendale County, and the other at Gillisonville, in Jasper County. These were
compared with specimens of both aestivalis and bachmani in the Biological Survey
collection and found to be clearly referable to the former. As the breeding birds at
Charleston are typical bachmani, the limited distribution of aestivalis in this southern
corner of the state apparently marks its extreme northern range on the Atlantic
coast.—THos. D. BurLEIGH, Bureau of Biological Survey, Washington, D. C.

Nesting of the Lark Sparrow in Central Tennessee.—The Eastern Lark
Sparrow (Chondesies grammacus grammacus) has long been known as a rare summer
resident in central Tennessee. Mr. A. F. Ganier has summarized early oceurrence
and nesting data (The Migrant, 3: 37 and 4: 22).



