
[Auk 312 Recent Literature. /April 

after calling attention to the failure of the various codes of nomenclature 
to cover the question of what constitutes a "different" name, finds fault 
with certain authors for following the A. O. U. Code, which is the only 
one that attempts to present a definite ruling. The criticism is entirely 
destructive so far as we can see, and no solution is offered. The results 
of the A. O. U. rulings may not be consistent, it is true, but questions of 
this sort have to be settled arbitrarily and inconsistency is bound to result. 
The wisest way would probably be to "let sleeping dogs lie" in such cases, 
and not propose new substitute names until we have some arbitrary board 
which will say "these names are the same, these are different." No rule 
can be framed that will do the work automatically. If the other extreme 
to the one Mr. McAtee criticises were to be followed as thoroughly, there 
would be just as many undesirable changes. 

Illidge, R. The Channel-bill or Rain-bird. (Queensland Naturalist, 
II, p. 106.) 

Owen, J. H. The Sparrowhawk. (Nature, CVI, p. 695.)--A life 
history with excellent illustrations from photographs of this British bird. 

Haxikin, E.H. The Problem of Soaring Flight. (Proc. Cambridge 
Philos. Soc. XX, p. 219.) 

Hesse, Erich. On the Name Columba pallida Latham. (Mittl. Zool. 
Mus. Berlin, 8, p. 311.) [In German.] 

Olsen, A. Madagassisk Bird Names. (Nyt. Magazin for Naturvid. 
58, p. 65.) [In Finnish.] 

DeQuiros, Jose L. Ornithological Excursion to Janda [Spain]. (Biol. 
R. Soc. Espan. Hist. Nat., XX, No. 7, p. 236.) [In Spanish.] 

Berkmann, M. A comparison of the Birds of eastern and western 
Hanover. (Jarsb. Naturh. Gesell. Hannover, IV, pp. 48-82.) [In 
German.] 

Anon. The Crossing of the North and South African Ostriches. The 
Success of the Experiment. (Jour. Dept. of Agric. Union of S. Africa. 
Nov. 1920, p. 737.) 

Doderlein, L. [A "Leitmotiv" in Animals.] (Die Astersden der 
Siboga Expedition. II Gattung Lindia, p. 194.)--Suggests a "Leitmotiv" 
in every well defined and properly understood group of animals, which 
may or may not be of systematic importance. The wonderful develop- 
ment of plumes in male Paradise birds is cited as an example of such a 
"Leitmoti•(," these plumes developing on the head, breast, back or tail 
as the case may be, but always present somewhere. [In German.] 

Woods, Frederick A. A Random Teal> in the Theory of Protective 
Coloration. (Jour. of Heredity, XI, No. 6.) 

Lanbmann, A. Critical Investigation into the l•ixing of Genotypes 
in LeSSOh'S "Manuel d'Ornithologie" 1828. (Archiv. ffir Naturgischichte, 
LXXXV, abt. A., Heft 4.) [In German.] 

Additional Publications Received.--Hollister, N. Report of the 
Superintendent of the National Zoological Park for the Fiscal Year end- 
ing June 30, 1920. 
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Burnett• W. L., and Maxon, Asa C. Feeding Habits and Food of 
the Ring-necked Pheasant. (Circular 31, Colo. Agr. College.) 

Sherman, Althea R. Bird Conservation. (Iowa Conservation, July- 
September, 1920.) 

Witherby, H.F. A Practical Handbook of British Birds. Part X. 
Bulletin of the American Game Protective Association. X, 

No. 1, January, 1921. 
Bulletin of the Charleston Museum. XVI, Nos. 6-7, 8; XVII, 

Nos. 1-2, October, 1920-February, 1921. 
California Fish and Game. VII, No. 1, January, 1921. 
Canadian Naturalist, The. XXXIV, No. 8, November, 1920. 
Fins, Feathers and Fur. No. 24, December, 1920. 
Le Gerfaut. X, No. 4, 1920. 
Natural History. XX, Nos. 4 and 5, September-October, and No- 

vember-December, 1920. 
Oologist, The. XX_XVIII, No. 3, March, 1921. 
Science. LIII, Nos. 1358-1369, January 7 to March 25, 1921. 
West Chester (Pa.) Bird Club Bulletin. 1919-1920. 


