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protection of wild life for its economic value to our trees, flowers and
crops — and necessarily to man himself.

This report should be read through by every one interested in wild bird
life and every reader will we feel sure join with us in. congratulating the
National Association and its officers upon the completion of a most success-
ful year’s work.— W. S.

Lloyd-Jones on Feather Pigments.'— This investigation while car-
ried on primarily in connection with the study of color-inheritance in
Pigeons, has an important bearing upon the general subject of coloration
in birds. The author finds that there are only two pigments in domestic
Pigeons, a red-brown, which produces the red and yellow colors, and a
black, which under different conditions produces black, dun, blue and
silver. In typical “red” birds the pigment granules are about 0.3 m. in
diameter; in ‘plum colored’ individuals they are 2.0 m. or more, while
in yellows they are so minute that their granular structure cannot be
determined. Blue as in all birds is a structural color but just what physical
peculiarities of the feather produce it has not yet been determined. An
interesting point in the author’s paper is that he finds that the black pig-
ment may exist either in spheres or in rods so that genetically speaking
we may have two different blacks which to the eye appear absolutely identi-
cal. Mr. Lloyd-Jones is to be congratulated upon a piece of careful work
in a field which offers opportunities for many important investigations.—
Ww. S.

Grinnell on Distributional Control.2— Dr. Grinnell’s object in this
interesting paper is to demonstrate that data secured through field observa-
tion can be so employed as to bring results essentially similar to, and just
as conclusive as, those secured through laboratory experimentation, in
determining the factors which govern the delimitation of animal habitats.

The cases of several species of bird and mammals are considered in detail
and the possible effect of various environmental factors is carefully weighed.

Dr. Grinnell finds that in the majority of cases which he has studied,
temperature looms up as the most frequent delimiter of distribution, but
he argues that this fact is in no way antagonistic to the claim that other
factors such as humidity, food-supply and shelter also figure critically.
The paper is suggestive and gives one a deeper insight into the complica-
tions of a problem that we are perhaps too much inclined to regard as
entirely solved.— W. 8,

Recent Publications of the U. S. Biological Survey.— Three bulle-
tins have recently been issued by the U. S. Biological Survey. One of

1 A Microscopical and Chemical Study of Feather Pigments. By Orren Lloyd-Jones.
Jour. Exper. Zodl., Vol. 18, No. 3, April, 1915, pp. 453-495, pll. 1-7.

2 Field Tests of Theories Concerning Distributional Control. By Joseph Grinnell.
American Naturalist, LI, pp. 115-128, February, 1917.
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these! consists of popular economic accounts of twenty-three of the most
common birds of the southeastern states with especial emphasts on those
species which destroy the cotton boll weavil. Another? tells how to
attract birds in the northwestern states. It is a reprint of similar bulletins
for other sections of the country with a different list of fruit trees and
shrubs.

Still another ® deals with the care and breeding of Canaries and seems
rather outside of the regular activities of the Department though if it tends
to do away with the caging of native birds where this is still permitted by
law it will serve a good purpose.— W. S,

The Ornithological Journals.

Bird-Lore. XVIII, No. 6. November-December, 1916.

Winter Bird Photography. By C. F. Stone.

Dick, the Sandhill Crane. By Florence M. Bailey.

Observations on Woodpeckers. By W. O. Doolittle.

A House Wren Record. By Hubert Prescott.— Tabulation of food.

A colored plate by Fuertes, illustrates several species of Wrens, while
the Educational Leaflet treats of the Black-necked Stilt.

The Annual Report of the National Association of Audubon Societies,
makes up the bulk of the number {(see p. 231).

Bird-Lore. XIX, No. 1. January-February, 1917.

Birds in the War-Zone. By Major Allan Brooks.

A Condor’s Quill. By F. M. Chapman.— Trapping the birds in the
Andes.

An Effective Feeding Device. By J. C. Lee.

The colored plate illustrates the Thrashers and the Educational Leaflet
covers the English Sparrow.

The usual Christmas Bird Census is issued in this number.

The Condor. XVIII, No. 6. November—December, 1916.

Some Results of a Winter’s Observations in Arizona. By A. B. Howell.

Meeting Spring Half Way. By Florence M. Bailey.

Nesting of the Leconte Thrasher. By J. R. Pemberton.

The San Domingo Grebe in Bexar County, Texas. By R. W. Quillin
and R. Holleman.

More Summer Birds for San Franciseco County. By M. 8. Ray.— Fifty-
six species added to his previous list. ’

1 Common Birds of the Southeastern United States in Relation to Agriculture. By
F. E. L. Beal, W. L. McAtee, and E. R. Kalmbach. Farmers’ Bulletin, 755. October 26,
1916. -

2 How to Attract Birds in the Northeastern United States. By W. L. McAtee. Farm-
ers’ Bulletin, 760. Qctober 16, 1916. .

3 Canaries: Their Care and Management, By Alexander Wetmore. Farmers’ Bulletin
770. December, 19186.



