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choke cherry brush where my wife had followed it with a camera giving 
exposures up to twenty seconds. As soon as she desisted the owl imme- 
diately closed its eyes, although its short flights were made with swiftness 
and vigor. 

It appeared to prefer perching at heights of three or four feet from the 
ground, and refused to stay in the tall box-elders of which there were 
several in the grove. A shrew-mouse on a branch near the owl had 
obviously been killed by it. As seen at a distance of eight feet this bird's 
appearance was as follows. 

Upper parts uniform chocolate brown, wings and tail darker; facial 
disc black, in strong contrast to broad white circles above the eyes, the 
wlfite including the forehead. LTpper breast the color of back, becoming 
abruptly fulvous on the underparts and giving the impression that beneath 
the bird is half brown and half buff. Primaries spotted with white. Feet 
and legs pale buff, bill black, irides orange. Length about seven inches. 

77. lsio wilsonJanus. On May 7, 1907, when walking with Mr. Dan 
Bowman at his ranch near KnowIron, we saw a Long-cared Owl lying dead 
upon her six eggs in a deserted erow's nest. We concluded that she died 
from eating a poisoned bait. 

79. Megascops asio maxwelhm. Four, two old, and two young which 
could scarcely fly, were seen by Bert Bowman at his father's saw-mill on 
Horse Creek, Custer County, in July, 1897. He again noticed four on the 
south fork of Sheep Creek, Custer County, in July, 1905. 

SUMMER BIRDS OF THE GREEN MOUNTAIN 

REGION OF SOUTHERN VERMONT. • 

BY FRANCIS tt. ALLEN. 

So little has been published concerning the distribution of birds 
in Vermont that I have thought my observations conducted in the 
breeding-season in the years 1886, 1895, and 1907 in the southern 
part of the State might be of some interest. These observations 
were confined to periods of about a f. ortnight each at a time when 
practically all birds were settled for the season, and they thus show, 
so far as they go, the breeding population. In 1886 I spent the 
time from July 5 to July 19 at Londonderry, in Windham County, 

• B, ead before the Nuttail Ornithological Club, Oct. 21, 1907. 
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and again in 1895 I visited the same place from Jnne 17 to July 1. 
In 1907 I conducted my observations in the neighborhood of West 
Bridgewater, in Windsor County, from June 18 to June 29. 

Londonderry is in Lat. 43 ø 13 •, in the valley of the West River,, 
about midway between the New Hampshire and New York lines. 
The altitude of the principal village, South Londonderry, is 1020 
feet; that of the North Village, three miles farther up the river, is 
1100 feet. The house where I spent my nights is on the brow 
of a hill nn the east side of the town and is about 1450 feet above the 

sea. The cormtry is smooth and comparatively fertile. The main 
Green Mountain range, on the west side of the valley, reaches its 
culmination for this rc•:ion in Stratton Mountain (3859 feet), 
said to be the highest monntain in Vermont south of Killington 
Peak. On the east side, Glebe Mountain, or the Glebe, is the 
highest, with all altitude of 2944 feet. These mountains were 
in 1886 ard 1895--I aln uninformed as to present conditions- 
almost entirely covered with forest, mostly well advanced second 
growth but with more or less of the original. They are graceful in 
shape, with flowing outlines, and present little of the rugged in 
appcarance. The West River is a swift, shallow stream, of only 
moderate width, except above the milldams. There are consider- 
able stretches of intervale in places alonl• its banks. 

The woods of this region were mostly yellow birch, hemlock, 
red spruce, balsam fir, and sugar maple. White pines were only 
fairly common. The deciduous trees and mixed growth extended' 
well up the mountainsides, even to the summit of the Glebe. The 
character of the country was sufficiently diversified to attract a 
respectable variety of birds. 

West Bridgewater, the centre of my operations in 1907 (June 18- 
29), is a little hainlet situated in the narrow valley of the Otta- 
queehee River in the heart of the Green Mountains, in Lat. 43 ø 36 ' 
and nearly due north of Londonderry. It is at the extreme west 
of the township of Bridgewater and also of Windsor County, a 
considerable part of the village being in Sherburne, Rutland 
County, in fact. Three other towns corner near by,--Mendon, 
Shrewsbury, and Plymouth. The altitude of the river-bottom at 
this point is about 1100 feet, and the mountains rise steeply above it, 
covered entirely with forest except for a few hill farms on some of 
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their lower ridges. The brook from the reservoir pond in Plymouth 
enters the river near the post-office, and its valley forms with the 
river-valley a kind of Y. The intervales are too restricted to admit 
of extensive •rass-fields, so that the birds of the open are not very 
numerous and of so common a bird as the Vesper Sparrow I found 
but a single individual.' Woods birds, on the other hand, are 
abundant enough. 

The western wall of the valley is formed by the main range of 
the Green Mountains. Killington Peak (4241 feet), the highest 
mountain in southern Vermont, is due west of the village, the 
summit at a distance of about three miles in an air line and about 

five miles by trail. Pieo Peak (3967 feet) is a little farther north. 
Several other peaks in the neighborhood ascend beyond 3500 feet. 
On the other side of the Ottaquechee River is the long ridge of 
East Mountain, which rises to the height of 2812 feet. 

In the valley and well up the mountainsides hardwood trees and 
mixed growth predominate, except in overgrown pastures, where 
young spruces and firs are the principal trees. On the upper 
slopes red spruce forms the bulk of the forest, and the summits of 
Killington and Pico Peaks are covered with a scrub growth of 
balsam fir, except that the very top of Killington is bare ledge. The 
deciduous woods are composed chiefly of sugar maple, yellow birch, 
beech, and paper birch. Scattered trees of red oak are not uncom- 
mon on the lower levels. Hemlock is .common, but I saw no pine 
of any kind in the immediate neighborhood. 

The Ottaquechee River is swift and shallow here for the most 
part, though there are several natural deadwaters in the town of 
Sherburne, one of which, at least, has marshy banks which harbor 
a few Swamp Sparrows as well as Red-winged Blackbirds and 
Savanna Sparrows. 

The faunal relations of New England birds are so well understood 
that no general remarks as to the local distribution of the species 
are necessary here, and I proceed at once to the list. (It should 
be notcd that this list cannot pretend to completeness even within 
its narrow limits. There are certainly omissions among the larger 
and more seelusive birds such as hawks and owls, but it probably 
gives a sufiqeient indication of the general character of the summer 
ornis of this region.) 
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LIST OF SUMMER BIRDS OBSERVED IN THE GREEN MOUNTAIN 

r•EGION OF SOUTHERN VERMONT. 

Note.-- L. is used for Londonderry, W. B. for West Bridgewater. 

1. Butorides virescens. GREEN HERON.-- Not uncommon in L. in 1886. 
Not seen there in 1895 nor at W. B. 

2. Philohela minor. Aa,mRICAN WOODCOCK.-- One observed in Sher- 

burne, June 21, 1907, at an attitude of 1800 or 1900 feet. 
3. Bartramia longicauda. BARTRAMIAN SANDPIPER.-- A pair observed 

in L., 1895. They cvidently had a nest or young near by, to judge by thcir 
actions. 

4. Actiris macularia. SPO•ED S•NDPIPE•L One or two observed at 

L., 1895; none seen there, 1886. Quite common at W. B. 
5. Colinus virginianus. Bo•-wmT•:.-- One heard at L., June 30, 1895, 

all through the day, in fields and bushy pastures near thc housc where I 
stayed. Tiffs is probably about tllc ninebern limit of tl•c natural distribu- 
tion of this spccies in Vermont. I cannot, however, be positive tllat this 
was not an introduced bird, though I ttffnk it doubtful if any Quail have, 
or had at that time, been introduced in that neighborhood. 

6. Bonasa umbellus subsp. r•UFFED 'GROUSE.-- Not uncommon. 
One old bird with young at W. B. was scen to be very gray and was doubt- 
less of the subspecies togata, as are probably most or all of the birds in this 
region. 

7. Buteo borealis. RED-TA•LED HAWK.--Two observed at L., 1895; 
no i•awks identified thcre in 1886. Three at W. B. 

8. Buteo platypterus. BROAD-WINGED HAWK.-- Onc observed several 
times at L., 1895. 

9. FMco peregrinus ariaturn. DECi• HAw•:.--Onc seen at W. B. 
flying up the brook-valley one afternoon. Mr. G. H. Ross in iris 'List of 
Birds observed in Rutland County' (Vermont Bird Club, Bulletin No. 1, 
1906, p. 9) says this species has bred at Wallingford, which is about 
fifteen milcs southwest of W. B. 

10. Syrnium varium. BA•RED OWL.--One heard at L., 1895. I 
heard no owls at W. B., though I took a number of evening walks for the 
express purpose of listening for them. From what the inhabitants told 
me I concluded that the Barred, Great Itorned, and Screech Owls were all 
found there. 

11. Coccyzus eryihrophthMmus. BLACK-BILLF•D CUCKOO. Rather 
common. 

12. Ceryle Mcyon. BELTED •r(INGFISHF•R.--Rather common. 
13. Dryobates villosus. H).mY WOODPECKF•R.--Not uncommon. 
14. Dryobates pubescerts medianus. DOWNY WOODPECKER.-- Rather 

common. 

[Picoides arclicus. ARCTIC TH•EX-•O•) WOODP•CKEm---Prof. G. H. 
Perkins in his ' Preliminary list of the Birds found in Vermont ' (New York 
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and Albany, 1901) says that Mr. G. H. Ross of Rutland has foimd this. 
species nesting in Sherburne; and Mr. Ross, in his 'List of Birds observed 
in Rutland County,' says, "One nesting record, Pico Peak, Sherbuum." ] 

[Picoides americanus. AMPmCAN THRElg-TOED •¾OODPECKER.-- Mr. 
R. H. Howe, Jr/s, Review of Perkins's List (Contributions to N. A. Orni- 
thology, [1, 5-23, 1902) gives this bird as a summer resident on Pico Peak 
above 2500 feet on the authority of Mr. Ross. Mr. Ross, in his own 
List (0]9. cgt.), merely says, "Have seen it in summer on Pico Peak." 
Probably neither of the Three-toed •roodpeckcrs is at all common in this 
region. In two ascents of t(illington Peak and one of Picot saw none.] 

15. •phyrapicus varius. YELLO•V-BELLIED SAPSUCKER.--Prctty com- 
mon; probably the coralhOnest woodpecker of the region. 

[Ceophlceus pileatus abieticola. NORTHEI•N PILEATED •VooDPECK]•HL-- 
I think I saw one of these birds at L. in 1895, and I found peck-holes of 
the species at W. B., though none that were very fresh. It should 
probably be classed as a rare resident in this region.] 

16. Colaptes auratus luteus. NORTHF, RN FLlC•ER. Rather common 
at L. Only two observed at W. B. 

17. Chorderies virginianus. NIGHTHA•VK. Rather common at L. 
None observed at W. B., though I fomid them common at Woodstock, a 
dozen miles to the east. 

18. Chsetura pelagica. CUlMXEY S•V•rT.-- Abundant. 
19. Trockilus colubris. RUBY-TH•OATED HUMMINGBIRD.-- Two at 

L., 1886; none there in 1895. Five at W. B. 
20. Tyrannus tyrannus. I(INGBIRD.--Rathcr comnlon at I•. }Xrot 

very common at W. B. 
21. Myiarchus crinitus. CRESTED FLYCATCHER.--Not very common 

at either locality. I found a pair at an altitude of about 2000 feet in the 
town of Sherburne, in a lumberman's clearing in the woods. I also observed 
two other individuals in different localities in the neighborhood of W. B. 

22. Sayornis phoebe. PIttEBE.-- Coimnon. 
23. Nuttallornis borealis. OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATC•ER. Rather coin- 

moil. • 

24. Coniopus virens. Wood PEWEE.--Common. 
25. gmpidonax fiaviventris. YELLOW-BELLIED FLYC.kTCHER.-- Not 

common. A few observed at L., 1895; none identified at W. B. 
26. Empidonax traillii alnorum. ALDER FLYCATCHER.--Uncommort 

at L. Rather comaIon at W. B. 

27. Empidonax minimus. LEAST FLYCATCHER.--Rather common at 
L. Coaimon at W. B. 

28. Cyanocitta cristata. BLUE JAY.-- Rather common. 
29. Corvus brachyrhynchos. AMERICAN CRow.-- Common at L.; 

less so at W. B. 

30. Dolichonyx oryzivorus. BOBOLINK.-- Common at L.; less so at 
W. B. on account of scarcity of good breeding-places. 

31. Agelaius pheeniceus. RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD.-- Rather common. 
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32. Icterus galbula. BALTIMORE ORIOLE.--TWO observed in South 
Londonderry village, 1895. None found at W. B., though a few were 
noted at Woodstock on my way there. 

33. Carpodacus purpureus. PURPLE FINere-- Common. 
34. Loxia curvirostra minor. A•EnICAN C•OSS•ILL.--A flock of 

fifteen or twenty seen twice, and small detachments or individuals several 
times, at L., 1895. 

35. Astragalinus tristis. AMEnICAN GOLDFINCH.--Pretty common at 
L. Abundant at W. B. 

36. Spinus pinus. P•NF• SISK•N.--Three seen at W. B. 
37. Pocscetes gramineus. VESPER SPAnnO•v.--Common at h. 0nly 

.one observed at W. B., where extensive upland grass-fields were few. 
38. Pa.•serculus sandwichensis savanna. SAVANNA SPARRO•V.---Com- 

mort in both localities. 

39. Zonotr•'ckia albicollis. WHITE-THROATED SPARROW.-- Common 

at higher levels. Found as low as 1800 feet •t W.B. It came still lower 
at L., but I h•ve no record of the precise altitude. 

40. •pi•ella socialis. CHIrmN• SrAnnOW.---Common. 
41. •pi•ella pusilia. FIELD SrAnnOW.--Rather common at L. 

two observed at W. B. 

42. Junco hyemalis. SLA•E-COLOUED JuNco.--Common •t higher 
levels. Found among spruces as low as 1200 feet at W.B. A few were 
also seen in the valley at L. 

43. i¾Ielospi•a cinerea melodia. SoN• SrAUROW.-- Common. 
44. i¾Ielospi•a georgiana. SWAMr SrARnO•v.--Not very common, 

doubtless because suitable breeding-places are not numerous or extensive. 
One observed at L., 1886; three or four there, 1895; three males singing 
in Sherburne. 

45. Zameloclia ludoviciana. ROSE-•nEASTF•D GnOS•EA•.--Not un~ 

common at L., 1886; none observed there in 1895. Rather common at 

46. Cyano.qpiza cyanea. INDICO BUNTSNO.--Common at L. Rather 
common at W. B. 

47. Piranga erythromelas. SCAULET TANAGER.--[ found none at L. 
in 1886, but they were rather common there in 1895. At W. B. I found 
them not uncommon. 

48. Petrochelidon lunifrons. CLIFF SWALLOW.-- Common. 

49. Hitundo erythrogaster. BAnN SWALLOW.--Abundant. 
50. Riparia riparia. BANK SWALLOW.--Not uncommon at L., 1886, 

but not identified there in 1895. Abundant at 5V. B. 

51. Ampelis cedrorum. CEDAa W'AxwiNc.--Common. 
52. Vireo olivaceus. RF.D-EYED VmEO.-- Abundant. 

53. Vireo gilvus. WAnULIN• VInEO. Four heard in the village streets 
'in L. in 1895. 

54. Vireo S0litarius. BLUE-HEADED Vmro.--Not very common. 
55. Mniotilta varia. BLACK AN•) WHITE WXn•LEm-- Rather common 

•t W. B. and in 1895 at L., but not observed at L. in 1886. 
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56. Helminthophila rubricapilla. N.•suv•E W•RB•Em---' I noted but 
a single individual •t L. in 1886, but found the bird •bund•nt there in 1895. 
Common •t W.B. Perhaps this •nd the p•ceding species were commoner 
•t L. in 1886 th•n indicated, •nd h•d merely suspended singing. 

57. CompsotMypis americana usne•. NORTHERN PARULA WARBLElt.--- 
l•ather common. 

5•. Dendroica c•mlescens. •LACK-THROATED •LUE WARBLEn.• 
Rather common at L. Common at W. B. 

59. Dendroica coronata. MYI•TLE WA•tBLER.• A few observed on 

the higher levels at L. Pretty common at W.B. A bird of the spruce 
growth. 

60. Dendroica maculosa. M•NOL• •V.•BLEm--Abundant at L. 
and the commonest warbler there. Common at W. B. Haunts the 

sparse spruces and firs of overgrown pastu•s. 
61. Dendr•ca 'pensylvanica. CHESTNUT-SIDED WARBLEI•.--Common 

at L. Abundant at W. B. 

62. Dendroica stfiata. BL.•C•-rOLL W•n•Lmm• One heard singing on 
summit of Stratton Mountain, June 29, 1895, at an •titude of about 3800 
feet (Auk, XIII, 1•96, 345). Abundant on and near summits of Killington 
and Pico Peaks and found down to about 3200 feet. 

63. Dendroica blackbur•. BLACKBURNIAN WARBLER.• Common. 
64. Dendroica •rens. BLACK-THROATED (]REEN WAltBLER.• Rather 

comlnon. 

65. Seiums aurocapillus. Ov•N-•mg.•Common at L. Ra•her com- 
mon at W. B. 

66. Oeothlypis p•ladelphia. MOm•N•N½ W*anL•a.• One heard sing- 
ing June 28 and 30, 1895, a• L. Four sin•ng tomes found a• W.B. One 
of •he lat•er u•ered a number of •imes in my hearing a call or alarm no•e 
which may be worth recording here as it is no• described in Mr. Chapman's 
'Warblers of North •aerica.' It was a sharp, rough cb{p, di•cuk of' 
description bu• quite dis•inc• from any o•her bird-note wi•h which I am 
familiar. 

67. Oeothlypis t•chas brac•dac•yla. NORTHERN Y•bLOW-THROAT.• 
Common. 

68. Wilso•a canadensis. CANADIAX •'ARnLE•.•NO• common a• 

L.; two observed there in 1895. Abundant a• W. B. I •hink I have 
never elsewhere found •his species so abundan• as in the neighborhood of 
Wes• Bridgewater. 

69. Se•oph•g• mticiHa. A•IEa•CAN EEDSTAIiT. Ra•hcr common a• 
L. Common a• W. B. 

70. Oaleoscoptes camHnensis. C.iT•ntm• No• common a• L. Ra•her- 
common a• W. B. 

71. Toxostoma rainre. BROWN THRASHER.• Three or four observed 
a• L. in 1895. None a•W. B. 

72. Troglod•es a•don. Housz W•N.•No• common. I found. 
none a• L. in 1895 and none a• W. B. 
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73. 01biorchilus hiemalis. W•NTEU WREN.--Rather common at L. 

At W. B. I found it positively abundant on the higher levels and occa- 
sional as low as 1200 or 1300 feet. 

74. Certhia familiaris americana. BROWN CREErEm-- Rather common 

on the trigher levels. 
75. .gitta carolinensis. WH•TE-•R•AST•D NUTHATCH.-- Not vel•f com- 

mon. 

76. .•itta canadensis. RED-•RE,,STED NUTHATCH.--Rather common 

at L. Unexpectedly uncommon at W. B.; only three observed there. 
77. Parus atricapillus. CHICKADEE.-- Common. 
78. Parus hudsonicus. •-IuDsONIAN CHICKADEE.-- Two observed June 

29, 1895, on summit of Stratton Mountain at an altitude of about 3800 
feet (Auk, XIII, 1896, 345). I fully expected to find the bird on Killington 
Peak but on my two ascents of the mountain I was disappointed. 

79. Regulus satrapa. GOLDF, N-CROWNED KXNGLET.-- Rather common 
on the higher levels at L. Commoner at W. B. 

80. Hylocichla mustelina. Wood THRUSH.--I was surprised to find 
the Wood Thrush a fairly common bird in the neighborhood of West 
Bridgewater. I heard nine individuals, eight of which were singing. The 
ninth was heard calling near the top of the mountain on the eastern side 
of the Plymouth Pond brook, at an elevation of probably 2000 or 2500 feet. 
The olhers were at lower altitudes and ctfiefiy at the foot of the mountains. 
Their songs conld be heard from the road together with the songs of Wil- 
son's, Olive-backed, and Hermit Thrushes. The first one i heard was on 
my way back from Killington Peak, where I had found the Bicknell's 
Thrushes in full song, so that I heard that day all five of our New England 
thrushes singing on their breeding-grounds,--an experience which I had 
enjoyed only once before, at Chocorua, N. It. I believe that the Wood 
Thrush is extending its range in northern New England, and it is not 
unlikely that it may now be found at Londonderry, but I am certain that 
as recently as 1895 it was absent or at any rate rare in that locality. It 
also breeds farther north in Vermont. Mr. A. H. Howell found it at the 

base of Mr. Mansfield in 1899 (Auk, XVIII, 1901, 345), and I found four 
or five individuals singing at Willoughby Lake in June, 1896. Mr. Brad- 
ford Torrey has also reported the bird from Lake Memphremagog, though 
from the Canadian side of the border ('Birds in the Bush,' Boston, 1885). 
The occurrence of the bird in the Province of Quebec, by the way, is not 
noted by Mr. Ridgway in 'The Birds of North and Middle America, 
Part IV.' 

81. Hylocichla fuscescens. WmSON'S THRUSH.-- Pretty common at 
L. Abundant at W.B. Confined to the lower levels. 

82. Hylocichla alici• bicknelli. Common on and near the summit of 
I4ilhngton Peak and descending to 3200 feet. Mr. R. H. Howe, Jr.,--on 
the authority of Mr. G. H. Ross, as he writes me,-- gives it to Pico Peak as 
well as Killington. My failure to find it there on June 25 was very likely 
due to the fact that the birds were not active at the time, the day being a 
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very warm one and my stay on the summit of short duration. On my 
second ascent of Killington Peak on June 28 I heard only one or two sing- 
ing, though a week earlier I had heard as many as eight. Mr. Howe says 
it "undoubtedly breeds on Mr. Annanance and other peaks over 3,000 feet." 
I am confident that it breeds on Annanance, for I saw there on June 30, 
1896, a thrush with a loud squealing note wlfich was unknown to me at 
the time but wlfich I have.since learned to be one of the Bicknell's notes. 

I tlfink it very doubtful, bowever, if it is to be found on all peaks over 3000 
feet, at least in the southern part of the State, though it may desce,•d to 
that level on mountains of a greater altitude, spreading down from the 
scrub firs and spruces wlfich are its normal habitat into the larger growth 
of the mountainsides. 

83. Hylocichla ustulata swainsoni. OL•VE-BXCrrED THrUSh.--Rather 
common at L. Abundant at W. B. Commonest on the higher levels 
but descending well down the mountainsides. 

84. Hylocichla guttata pallasii. HIEItMIT Tnacsm Abundant in both 
localities, except that in 1895 tlfis species had suffered decimation from 
the severe frosts of the preceding winter in the South, so that I found 
at L. that year but seven individuals singing (probably representing as 
many pairs). 

85. Merula migratoria. A•ma•cxN RotaN.--Abundant. 
86. Sialia sialis. BLUE•mD.--Common at L., 1886; absent in 1895, 

owing to the disastrous frosts of the preceding winter. Rather common 
atW. B. 

The absence of the Bay-breasted Warbler (Dendroica castanea) from 
the foregoing list will perhaps be a matter of surprise to ornithologists 
who have found it comparatively common in the Wlfite Mountains of New 
Hampshire. I was constantly on the lookout for the bird at •Vest Bridge~ 
water, especially among the spruce growth of the higher altitudes, just 
below the Blaek-poll's haunts, where I confidently expected to find it, but 
though I am very familiar with its song and should certainly have noted 
it had the bird been present and singing, I was unsuccessful. Neither did 
I find the species at Willoughby Lake, Vt., where I spent the fortnight from 
June 17 to July 1, 1896. It is also absent from Mr. A. H. Howell's admir- 
able list of the 'Summer Birds of Mount Mansfield, Vermont' (Auk, XVIII, 
1901, 337-347). Professor Perkins calls it simply a migrant, and Mr. 
Howe (op. cit.) says, "Repo•.ed at Townshend summer, 1901, though 
not actually found breeding, Evans." It seems improbable therefore that 
•he Bay-breasted Warbler can be anytlfing like as common a breeder in the 
Green Mountains as it is in the White Mountains. 


