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Paulista, and on the literature of the subject. The nomenclature is 
essentially that of the British Museum 'Catalogue of Birds'. The 
synonymy of the species is given, with a brief mention of their distinctive 
characteristics and distribution, and the character of tbeir occurrence in 
Mao Paulo. The number of species recorded as occurring in the State is 
59 ø , of which just one half are Passeres.--J. A. A. 

Dearborn's Birds of Belknap and Merrimac Counties, New Hamp- 
shired --This neatly published list of •75 species is based on the personal 
experience of the writer during the past ten years, supplemented by other 
information from reliable observers, duly accredited. Although the list 
is incomplete, it is evidently trustworthy so far as it goes, and is judi- 
ciouslyannotated. The Loon (Gavœa œmber),Mr. Dearborn states, "has 
plaiuly decreased within the last t;vo decades. Twenty years ago they ß 
bred every summer at one or more of the ponds which are the headwaters 
of the Suncook River." They have, however, been so far killed or fright- 
ened away by "wanton hunters" that none have nested there of late, 
though they still breed at Lake Winnepisaukee. The Blue Bird was very 
scarce in •895 , following their destruction at the south by the severe 
weather of the previous winter. They were more common in x896, andin 
1897 had nearly reached their normal nmnbers. "This sudden increase," 
says Mr. Dearborn, '•is rather puzzling, when one considers that ordi- 
narily there is no perceptible increase from year to year." --J. A. A. 

Nash's 'The Birds of Ontario in Relation to Agriculture'?--The 
principal groups are briefly reviewed in reference to their influence tipon 
agriculture. The seven pages devoted to the Birds of Prey are based 
mainly on Dr. Fisher's well known investigations, conducted under the 
direction of Dr. Merriam for the U. S- I)epartment of Agriculture. The 
Crows, Jays and Blackbirds are considered at stone length, with a verdict 
that they have little to recommend them from the econolnic standpoint, 
their good deeds being in general quite balanced by their evil ones, while 
the Blue Jay is rather strongly condeInned, mainly on accotint of its fond- 
ness for the eggs and young of birds much more useful than itself. The 
Cow Bird is regarded as a pest, on account of the "terrible destruction '• 
of the small, insectivorous birds it chooses for its foster parents, each Cow 
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Bird being raised at the expense of a brood of some far more useful 
species. The Em'opean House Sparrow's numerous bad traits are 
recounted, and he is likewise credited with many good deeds. In the 
author's opinion, his good traits about balance his mischievous ones, as 
he is at present represented in Ontario, but he thinks the species should 
not be allowed to greatly increase. Of course, the Woodpecker, Cuckoos, 
Thrushes, •Varblers, and Flycatchers, are highly commended and their 
protection strongly advocated. This useful pamphlet closes with a 
reprint of the Ontario 'Act for the Protection of Insectivorous and other 
Birds'; the species exempted from protection are "Ita•vks, Crows, Black- 
birds, and English Sparrows." The 33 full-page original illustrations 
are not especially artistic, but will probably aid the farmer in distin- 
guishing between his •riends and foes.--J. A. A. 

Stejneger on the Birds of the Kurite Islands. • --This appears to be the 
first attempt to enmnerate the birds of the Kurile Islands, which are,. 
zo•51ogically speaking, as yet a /efta t)•cogr•zi/a. The only important col- 
lection of birds made there, since Steller's visit more than a century 
ago, was gathered by Capt. II. J. Snow, and passed into the hands of 
Capt. Blakiston and Mr. Pryer, who reported upon it in their paper 'The 
Birds of Japan', published in i882. I)r. Stejneger's list is an attempt "to 
lay a foundation upon which others may build." and for this purpose 
he has "gathered together all of the materials and records" accessible 
to him. In most cases the information is meager and unsatisfactory, and 
should serve to call attention to this extensive chain of islands, "about 

630 miles long," as an important field for zo•51ogical investigation. Dr. 
Stejneger's list numbers i46 species.--J. A. A. 

Ctark on the Feather Tracts of North American Grouse and (•uail?-- 
At great expense of time and trouble Dr. Clark succeeded in securing 
either fresh or alcoholic examples of all the genera, and of nearly all the 
species of North American Grouse and Q3•ail for the purpose of studying 
theirpterylosis. In the present paper of adozen pages aud three plates 
we have the results of his investigations. As the field was nearly new, 
the paper proves a valuable contribution to pterylography and also to 
North American ornithology. The information is both interesting and 
instructive, but does not have a decisive bearing on any points of taxou- 
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