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Stratford, and several others are taken from Dr. Merriam’s ‘Review of the
Birds of Connecticut,” on the basis of their known occurrence at Milford.
In the main, however, the List is based on the author’s own observations,
and those of'a few fellow-observers, whose names are given in the List.
The writer says that ‘‘no species has been admitted on unreliable evi-
dence,” and a careful examination of the List indicates that it has been
prepared with excellent judgment and great care. The number of species
recorded as actually known to occur in the immediate vicinity of Bridge-
port is 246, all of which are briefly annotated, explicit data being given for
the more notable rarities.—J. A. A.

Summer Birds of Greene County, Pa.—Mr. J. Warren Jacobs has just
issued a carefully annotated list ! of the summer birds of Greeue Co., Pa.
The list gives about go species as breeding in the county, and several
others are mentioned as found there during the breeding season. The
author says he has *‘aimed to give a correct list of birds found during the
breeding season, and to describe, briefly, the localities frequented by the
birds, and to state, where sufficient data has been gathered, the nesting
date and the numberofeggs composing the complement.” Greene County,
Pennsylvania, is situated in the extreme southwestern corner of the State,
and includes an area of about 600 square miles, the. elevation nowhere
much exceeding 1200 feet. The list thus relates to a region of which we
previously knew little except inferentially, and being restricted to the
breeding season, gives most important information respecting the
character of its fauna. A similar list for almost any locality south of
the latitude of the Ohio and Potomac Rivers, and east of the Plains, would
be a most welcome addition to our knowledge of the breeding ranges of
many species of our birds, and form a valuable contribution to faunal
literature.—J. A. A.

Nutting’s Zoological Explorations on the Lower Saskatchewan River.*
—Mr. Nutting’s ‘Report’ of nearly 60 pages records the results of two
months’ work, in July and August, 1891, by himself and Messrs. Frank
Russel and A. G. Smith, on the Lower Saskatchewan River. Although
general collections were made, mammals and birds received particular
attention, 38 pages of the ‘Report’ being devoted to birds (pp. 247-286).
Besides an annotated list of 104 species, —all taken between July 6 and
August 25, and hence assumed to be ‘‘summer residents,”—several

pages are devoted to a discussion of the cause of migration, and several
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more to a tabular list of the species observed with reference to their dis-
tribution over other parts of the continent. In seeking a cause other
than ““instinct” for the migratory movement in birds the author holds
that the impulse to migrate “comes in the shape of a stimulus from witk-
oxt and the act is a conscions seeking for a more suitable clime, on the
part of the adults at least, the young simply following or imitating their
elders.” He adds: *“There is much to indicate that this stimulus comes
in the form of wi»d” ; a warm southerly wind in spring will bring the
birds north, and a ‘“‘cold windy night in the fall will bring the birds
south,” etc.

A perusal of the list renders it evident that not all of the 104 species
observed were strictly ‘‘summer residents,” but that among them are
many more properly to be classed as early fall migrants, the field of
observation not being reached till the breeding season of many species
was nearly over, and but little before the early migrants normally begin
to move more or less southward. Unfortunately the dates of the actual
capture of specimens are rarely given, nor are even the localities defi-
nitely indicated. The list, however, abounds with many interesting
observations.——J. A. A.

A New List of Chilian Birds.!—The present list, compiled by the late
Mr. II. B. James after a long residence in Chili, ““contains only what the
authors believe to be species that have been positively identified as occur-
ring in Chili, and omits all those that are doubtful, or that have been
erroneously introduced into previous lists. It includes in its scope all
Chili, from the newly-acquired Province of Tarapacd on the north to
Chiloe on the south, but not the territory of Magellan.” The list is
mainly a nominal one, consisting of the technical names, and the vernac-
ular when known, with abbreviations indicating whether the species is a
permanent resident or merely a winter, summer, or occasional visitor, as
the case may be. Those occurring only in Tarapacd, or on the Islands
of Juan Fernandez and Masafuera have these localities appended. The
total number of species given is 255, a number surprisingly small con-
sidering the extent and character of the country.

Dr. Sclater gives in his preface a short biographical sketch of the
author, from which it appears that Dr. Sclater and Mr. James had formed
a plan to prepare jointly o work on the Birds of Chili as a sort of com-
panion volume to that on ‘Argentine Ornithology,” by Sclater and
Hudson. It is greatly to be regretted that the death of Mr. James on
the 22d of July, 1S9z, is likely to prevent the consummation of so
J. AL AL

desirable a scheme.
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