204 General Notes. [April

large skeleton, similarly measured, is but a tritle more than twenty-five
inches in length.

A life-sized, colored photograph of the bird as it appeared before re-
mounting is preserved in the collection. —F. A. Lucas, Washington,
D. C.

Eggs of the Florida Dusky Duck. A set of the eggs of the Florida
Dusky Duck (Aras fulvigula) were taken by Mr. O. A. Quartermain on the
Banana River, Florida, May 22, 1889 .The set contained ten eggs, which
are almost white in color, showing a very faint tinge of green when held
in the light. An average specimen measured 2.15 X 1.60 inches.—
CuarLEs B. Cory, Boston, Mass.

Another Capture of the Widgeon (Anas penelope) on the Atlantic
Coast.—On January 11, 1890, L saw a very fine adult male hanging in a
marketman’s stall in New York City, near Washington Market. On in-
quiry, I learned that it had been shipped from Baltimore to New York,
and doubtless was shot on Chesapeake Bay. It was hanging amongst a
lot of Dusky Ducks (Azas obscura) with which it was said to have been
received. It has been mounted and placed in the collection of the Amer-
ican Museum of Natural History, New York. Its fresh measurements
were as follows: length, 495 mm.; alar expanse, 850 mm.; wing, 260
mm.; tail, 116 mm.; culmen, 34 mm.; tarsus, 40 mm.—EDGAR. A.
MEeARNS, M.D., Fort Snelling, Minn.

Capture of a Specimen of Somateria dresseri in the vicinity of Ottawa,
Canada.—On November 7, 1889, after a strong easterly storm the writer
shot a young male of this species, in the pluinage of the female, while
flying up the River Ottawa a short distance below the City. This is, 1
believe, the first specimen obtained in this locality.—Gro. R. WHITE,
Ottawa, Canada.

The Red Phalarope on Lake Erie.—I take pleasure in making the fol-
lowing record of the occurrence of the Red Phalarope (Cry mophilus fuli-
carins) on Lake Erie at the mouth of the River Raisin, Monroe, Michigan.
On October 24, 1888, Mr. Ralph Brandreth noticed the bird sitting in the
water and shotit. It was in suimmer plumage. It was mounted, and is
now temporarily in my possession.—RoBT. B. LAWRENCE, New York

City.

Recent Occurrence of the Turkey Vulture in Eastern Massachusetts.—
Messrs. Goodale and Frazar, the Boston taxidermists, have lately
mounted a Turkey Vulture which was shot at Essex, Massachusetts, Nov.
16, 1889  The species has been bought for the Essex County collection of
the Peabody Museum of Salem. There are records of four previous occur-
reunces in the State, one by Samuels (Agr. Mass., Secy’s Rep. 1863, App.,
p- xviii) of two specimens taken in 1863, another by Maynard (Nat. Guide,



1890.1 General Notes. 208

1870, 137) of a bird seen in Waltham, August, 1867, and a third by Mason
(Auk, VI, Jan., 1889, p. 71) of anexample shot in West Falmouth, Sept. 9,
1888. Two supposed ‘““Massachusetts instances,” referred to by Dr. Coues
in New England Bird Life (II, 1883, 137), have been since shown by Mr.

llenA (Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist., No 7, 1886, 242 (foot- note), to really

relate to Maine instead of Massachusetts.~—WiLLiaM BREWSTER, Cam-
bridge, Mass.

Harlan’s Hawk a Race of the Red-tail, and not a Distinct Species.—
An adult specimen belonging to the Iowa Coliege Museum, Grinnell,
Towa, which Dr. Merriam has kindly submitted to me for examination, is
so clearly intermediate between B. Zarlani and B. borealis that I have no
longer any doubt that the former is simply a peculiar variation of the
latter, in which the coloration of the tail is chiefly affected. In this Towa
specimen the plumage is in every respect, except the tail, that of typical
B. borealis, while the tail has the curious mixed coloration so character-
istic of the so-called B. karlani. The ground color of the tail is chiefly
white, but this is much broken by numerous lorgitudinal mottlings and
spots or other markings of dusky in longitudinal series, both webs of the
feathers being thus marked. Most of the rectrices have a greater or less
amount of rufous suffusion along the edge of the outer web, while the
inner web of the middle feather on the right side is almost entirely
rufcus, though this color is broken by the usual dusky blotches; all the
rectrices have a suffusion of rufous near their tips, which are narrowly
white, the subterminal dusky bar of typical B. dorealis being slightly
indicated by dusky blotches and rather extensive dark brownish gray
shading. In addition to the distiact dusky markings and rufous washes,
many of the rectrices are washed. with brownish gray on portions of their
outer webs, this gray wash being also more or less mottled or blotched
with darker. The specimen is probably a female, the measurements being
as follows: Wing, 16.75 inches; tail, 9.35; culmen, 1.10; tarsus, 3.20 (un-
feathered portion in front, to tips of feathers, 1.16); middle toe, 1.75; the
outer toe about .15 longer than the inner.

"The technical name of Harlan’s Hawk should therefore be changed to
Buteo borealis kavlani (Aud.).—RoBERT Rineway, Waskington, D. C.

Capture of a Third Specimen of the Barn Owl in Massachusetts.—
Through the kind offices of Mr. J. A. Farley T have just obtained a Barn
Owl (Strix pratincola) which was taken by Mr. C. T. Wood at South
Westport, Massachusetts, Dec. 30, 1888. It is a male in fine plumage
and was mounted by Mr. H. P. Babcock of New Bedford. Mr. Wood
writes that he shot the bird in a bushy pasture on ‘Horse Neck’, within
a few rods of a salt creek. The specimen is, I believe, only the third that
is known to have been taken in Massachusetts. —WiLLIAM BREWSTER,
Cambridge, Mass.
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