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are axvare that an Owl has auy commercial value, although every one 
shoots the despised hird at sight. Thus for every one preserved adozen 
were probably thrown away. As inslancing this, I quote the tbllowing 
from a short note in 'Forest and Stream',* signed Ned Norton, and dated 
at Colebrooke, N.H., Dec. i :• "Hawk Owls came three weeks ago in 
greater nnmbers than ever seen before. Farmers' •ons have been killing 
them all over the conntrv." 

The account of this species in 'New England Bird Lift" (Part II, p. 96 ) 
•vould lead one to infer that while "a rare and irregular winter visitor to 
Massachusetts," it is of regular aud rather common occurrence through- 
out Northern New Eugland. 'Phis is certaiuly a mistake, as every col- 
lector who has an)' practical knowledge of our fi•ttna knows. Indeed the 
bird is ordinarily oae of the very rarest of our Owls-- so rare. in [;act, that 
during an experience of some twenty years previous to •884Ihad never 
seen either a living or fi*eshly-killed specimen. 

In regpect to the remarkable migration just described, it inay he well to 
add that all the specimens which I have examined belong to lhe American 
form, Sttru/a.•twcre(t (L.) Rieh. & Sw.•WILLIA•I BREXVSTER, C•?111- 

The Turkey Buzzard in Central New York.•I have lately examined all 
that remains ofa Ca/h•t;'les a,J'• •vhieh was killed in Oneida County, N.Y., 
in May, •879. When first seen be was in company with three others iu a 
small grove in WestmorehmdTownship, and wassllothyMr. Lavello J. 
Grove<, of that town, who had him monnted and preserved. This is cer- 
tainly the first record for the County andsIthink. tbr this parlor the 
State. EOn•RT I/ao(½, JR., (7//ca, ;•. •. 

Recent Occurrence of the Black Vulture in Ohio.--A Black Vulture 

(Calh(•r•ta (•/r(-'(0, in company with •ome Crows. flew into the Zo61og- 
ical Garden on the • afternoon of I)ec. 4. IS84. Spying one of the same 
specie• in one of the onter aviaries, it deserted its companions and 
alighted on the wire netting covering the aviary. From theuce it flew 
on tothelower limb of a large tree juatnpposite, and becoming fright- 
ened at the attempts of the keepers to capture it, circled to apreat height 
and slowly sailed off in an easterly direction.•FR,xNK J. Tno•.u'sox, 
ZOO'/O,(•V'c•I/ (;al'([('11. (f/llci•Zll•l[[, O. 

A New Bird for Illinois. In a letter f,'om Mr. Ridgway, dated Oct. 2.5, 
•884, he savs: ':Among the lot of birds yott seut us last week was a 
specimen of ]•,leo aorea//s k•'/•/e•*i (orig. No. 575)' a very typical speci_ 
men, from tlalfday, Illinois, July 25, I876. This specimen is particularly 
acceptable since the race waspreviouMy unrepresentedinou,r collection. 
It also adds onehirdto the fimnaot Illinois!" Referring tomy Re. cord I 
lind that No. 575 was one nf two large Hawks (the other a l%•lco •orertltS) 
hrought into camp by one of our party xvhileon a collecting trip along 
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the Des Plaines River, thirty lniles northwest of Chicago. It is an adult 
female, and measured in the flesh 21.7:5 inches in length and 4 ̧ inches in 
extent. It was captured while perched on a stake in a field not far from 
the •big woods.' Another large, light colored Hawk was seen which 
might have been the male, but it was too wary to allow a near approach. 
--H. K. COALE, Chœca•ro, IlL 

The Great White Egret and the Yellow Rail in Ottawa, Canada.--In 
the ornithological collection of the Geological and Natural History 
Survey of Canada are two mounted specimens which, fi'om the localities 
of their capture, deserve special notice. The first of these is a fine spring 
male of [urerodbts •v'etta, which •vas shot in the spring of •883 at Rock- 
liffe, Ont., by Mr. Sidney H. Mcintyre, and presented by him to the 
Survey. In answer to a letter of inquiry Mr. •V. H. Mcintyre writes: 
"Two of these birds are all that were ever seen here. They seemed to lie 
a pair, and after this one was shot the other stayed around for a day or 
two and then left, and we have seen no more like them. [ cannot give 
date of the shooting; it was shot, however, by my son Sidney H. 
Mcintyre within about one half mile of our house at RockliftS." Rocklifl• 
is on the Otta•va River, about lat. 77 ̧ 5o t north, long'. 460 o8 • west, making, 
its t)tr as I am aware, the most northerly record of the Egret. 

The other specimen is a spring bird of [•orza•ta noveboracensis shot on 
Lorontomarshes in June, I874, hy Mr. Herring, the taxidermist of the 
Survey, Mr. Iterri•g tells me that although this is the only specimen he 
has everactnally shot, heis quite certain that lie has on several other 
occasions 'put up' specimens of this Rail in the same 1ocality.--x,V. L. 
SCOTT, O[[tlZU(t, 

The Ogdicnemus dominicensis in Confinement.-- In September, •$$3, 
the Society received two Thick-knees, which were evidently young hirds, 
with their plnmage iu bad condition. Being- informed that they came 
from South America, they were provi,•i(mally called bL•lrt'atus. It was 
the latter part of last September (•$84) before they were properly iden- 
tified as tiEdicnem,',s dom/nœcensœs Cory (Auk, •SS4, p. 4). They have 
become exceedingly tame; arc in full plnmage, and during the summer 
bights make the whole garden ring with their peculiar shrill notes.-- 
FRANK J. THOMPSON, Zoiilo•t'cal Grt•'dc•, C/•cD•at[, O. 

The Western Semipalmated Sandpiper on the Coast of Virginia.--As 
there are but few recorded capttlres up [o this time of ]œreunetes3basillus 
occldenlal?s in the Eastern Province, it is perhaps worth while to mention 
its occurrence at Virginia Beach, •vherc Mr. Ilenry Secbohm and the 
writer met with it on Sept. 6 and 7, •$$4. It was in company with 
•. •ttst'[lltS and several other species of the smaller Waders, all of x•hich 
appeared to be abundant. Several of the hirds (E. occ?dental?s) were 
shot hut only one was preserved. which was seen and identified bv 
Mr. Ridsway. •. •Susœllns was also taken, so there was no chance 
of confounding the two forms. Virginia Beach. Va.• is on the Atlantic 
coast, twenty miles east ofNorfolk.--C. W. BECKHAM, I/Vas]tin/,rlon, 


