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ANALECTA ORNITHOLOGICA. 

Seco,d 3'crh's. 

P.Y I.I';()NIIAIII) STIœJNEGEI{. 

ON TIIE PTARMIGANS ()F XF, LSON'S 

SEA• • ctc.• Iœ.'SPECIAI.LY TII()SE BEIA)NGING T() TIIE 
(moup Ailaffe•z 

IN a recent review of Nelson's 'Birds of llering' Sea and the: 
Arctic Ocean' (Auk, INS 4, p. 79), Dr. E. Corms makes the fi)l- 
lo•ving remarks upon the Ptarmioans: • 

'•The case of the •tttrmigan, as prcsentcd by Mr. Nelson, can 
be understood only })y reference to the crratum leaf. One is Za- 
•,'•½•s a/bsts. Two others (Nos. 7 S and 79) are to bc treated as 
one, 1)oth being headed •L•W'ofi•s rllficslrl½• Rock Ptarmigan.' 
Thirdly comes No. 8o, a certain 'Lh5,vfi,s rz•fieslris occ/de•zlaMs', 
Turner, Ark Iron Ptarmigan.' . . . Mr. Nelson's fom'th Ptarmigan 
is headed 'Z•ofiz•s a/fi/•zts. Sul)alpine Ptarmigan,' and is (mir 
reported as from Sil)m'ia, and upon Nordenskj61d's authority." 

Dr. Coues will t•tl<c n() ottbnce when I declare that I cannot 

"understand tl•c case by reference to the erinturn leaf," and that 
I tlnd it (lnite comprehensible if. in this case, we only pay no at- 
tention whatever t() that (mainous erratum leaf of the 'Cruise 

the Cotwin.' In reading Ncls(m's article M)out No. 79, 
i'llfiex[r[s •/.% it is evi(lcnt that it is written m•der the •uppositJon 
that the heading contained a name (liftbrent fi'om that of 
either specifically or subspecifically. XVc tm'n now to that 
thmous 'leaf' in order 1o find the name width ought to (listin•'uNh 
No. 79' the ff)unMaskan fi3rm.' of which •qmt two specimens 
the summer phmmg'c are in existence"; 1)ut we will only find 
there that •through an error the notes under numbers 7 S and 79 

%1//4•,¾. Kaup, Entw. ISur. Thit:rw., p. •7 o, 1829 (types .m•t/rz/z•s •.JttD•s] and 
i•/(.tdict•.s' [• L•fi•dor• d) (•ec Naum. •833, qt•(c 'D'lr•zs&'s ; /•'c .throw Gray, Gcn. 
Birds, lII, o68, •845, qz•(c IO'•%•',t/a Briss.; •lc( ..l/l(&ds Geofr. and l,ess. •83o ) 
A%v/z "Montin" Gray, Hahall. Bh'ds. [1, i ). 278, •87o.•a•qv Arislot. 0x, 36, 5) 
a gallinaeeous bird, probably /'(:/z/iv civerea. I,aI. :l[/(W'e•z Plinius, is 
nmong odmrs.---IG'*•,• is nol used by Montin as a generic or sub generic term, but 
simply the Lappie mmw al)loentled to 7?Dw(; in [)rackets. 111 the same ]nanher is the 
Finnish name for L. a/i,(t, 'Rehusak,' apptmded to the systematic name of the latter. 
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were not placed trader a single heading,. But if •vc unite them, 
the passage referring to the Ottoalaskan birds becomes simply 
meaningless; and under No. 7 S is expressly said: •On the Aleu- 
tim• Islands it •Z. rufieslr/s, sic stricte !• is represented l)y 
which are mentioned bcJow"; whence, therefin'e, came the 'No. 
79,' if it was not orig'inally intended to be a distinct Grin ? We 
are now justified in asking: ¾Vhat does the phrase on the crl'attllll 
leaf me:m? Was it prepared by Mr. Nelson himself, and does it 
indicate that hc has given up 'Xo. 79' as a distinct Grin ? I)ocs it 
nit:tit that "The dctMled (lcscripti(m off this form will [•zo•] bc 
given in the account ()f the Birds of zMaska, now in cottrsc 
prcpar:•tion" ? This seems to bc the most reasonable suppositi(m; 
but it (mg'ht to have been clearly st:tke(l. As the case is, the 
lucky erratom lca[' only adds to the confusion. 

There was no need, however, for Mr. Nelson to cancel ;No. 79' 
off his list, as this fin'm certainly is distinct nnd rather easily char- 
actcrizc(1, :red I take great plensurc in nami•g it 

Lagopus rupestris nelsoni, 

ill hollor ()f its discoverer. 

It is rcmarkal)lc for the rich fi2rrug'il•cot•s-brown of the ul)pcr 
parts of its fircwxl&,a[ plumazc • without gray intermixture • ill 
this respect azrecin • with L<¾ofius r/d•w•/recently described 
I)y inc G'oln the Commander islands, it rcsclnblinT, in fitct, the 
fiosh•'sl/va/ plumage of the latter, 1)cin•, however, vc U distinct 
from its prca'stival garb. it slmrcs• l(,gcthcr with L. r. alhJ'c•zsD 
(Tin'her), the tmifi)rm aspect or the uppvr sm'fitcc and the mhmtc 
bl:tckish vermicnlations without crossbars. either 1)lack or white, a 

1)cculiarity which gives their pltmm•'e an 111)pCal'i]11cc similar to 
the posta•stival !)ltmmgc of other fin'ms; but Nelson's bird ctiltk• s 
t'l'Olll Turncr's in being- of a satin'areal brown color. while the htl- 
tcr is 1):tlc grayish st•fli•sc(1 with rusty. In hoth these fin'ms the 
jug',dum :tml pra, pcctus of the. prc:ustival plumage are very dis- 
tinctIv an.l father regrularly mmsvcrsclv barred with black, in 
contradistinction to the Commander island species, which has 
these parts :thnost tmifin'm })lack, consequently bclong-ing- in the 
nci•hborlao,)d of L. nzulrz alld not of L. •-•fi('sD'zk. 

The type of tlds nexv fi,m• is No. 93.4SS, U.S. Nat. M,s., a 
fine g c<,llcctcd I• 3 Mr. E. XV. Nelson, ,m the Island of' [.Tnalashka, 
May •8. •877. 
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A detailed description is not thought necessary in this conncc- 
rio., as prolmbly Mr. Nelson's original description •'ill soon bc 
published. 

In respect to Nelson's remark about DaWs winter •pccimen 
[Yore Unalashka• that the lack of ';the black border through the 
eve appears to l)c a merely individual character," it may be men- 
tiened, that the specimen in question is labelled ' 9 ,' and conse- 
qaently is in the iy)l'lnll plnmtge (>f the female. which usually 
lacks the black stripe. 

The often-mentioned et'ratttm leaf, however, does not correct 
mosV ilnp()rtm•t typographical error contained in the heading- 
"Zaffofiz•s a/fi//za•x. (8•.) Subalpine Ptal'mig'alF'; fi)r it is evident 
that it ought to be either •'Z%4,-op•/s a/•/Jzux. (St.) Alpine Ptarmi- 
gan," or ';Zaffo•z•s xzt3a/fi/•t•tx. (S• .) Subalpine Ptarmigtm"; but 
which of the two it is tlol possil)lc to tell withtrot turning to Nor- 
dcnsl•j51d'a 'original accotrot. 

Looking through Nordc1•skj61d's 'The Voyage of the Vega' 
(Amer. Ed., t8S2. pp. 43t-436) we lh•tl in his accoul•t of the 
imal litU near his winter station, some notes given him by Lieu- 
tenant Nordquist (fin' which consequently the lalter gentleman, 
and not Nordenskj51d. is respcmsihle), and there (p. 433) occurs 
the fi•llowing relating to our case: "()F land birds there winter 
in the l'egitm only three species, viz., an o•o[ (<•/r/x ,yclca, L.), 

Nilss.); the last-named is the most cronmen." From this it 
wonld seem as if Mr. Nelson had intended to have No. S• headed 

L<5•ofi•zs s•z•l•/zz•z.s' Nilss.; but in that case No. 81 Ollly dupli- 
cates N(). 77, Z<•,½z,x •z/&zs, •)f which it is and always has been 
an unc(mditional synonym. This is nnder the supposition that 
Lieut. Nordqnist's determination is correct• which may 1)e seri- 
ously dou/)tcd ? I)ut if rcfcral)le to a species ()f the :ll[5½r(,•z (or 

D'[s• as it is to the latter fin'm, and nt>t to the true m•tD•,• ( 

%x,4{'. Nelson, on page 6o, accepts it name from the same work without suspecN 
ing it to he identical with another bird of his ]ist. Altlnough no description accompa- 
nies the statement, that ,•v/z'i,t cpr•r•2za•7•/ "in June settled on the })lack deck 
of the }2k'w/' it seems little doubt fid, that the bird was •/tl,ff•px•cwsh • bo•'•'•z/is Bias., of 
which, ,n fact, 3),&•ia eversm•z•//• Midd. nec Bp. is a synonym. There is, consequently, 
every reason for uniting Nos. 8 mad 9 under the heading of the latter. Of course it is 
much less likely to he the trne /•h. cw'r•'ma•liBp.,which is a synonym of P•5./r(•c/lib• L 
;• •Vestctn l',d;carctic fi)rm occurring not at all as far east as the 'k'cg:t's' •xinter 
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altS/Jza Nilss0,* that the Siberian Tundra Ptarmigan has been 
referred, while mulus is said to occur ou the mountains of So utheru 
Siberia only.-• It will thus be seen that No. 8• of Nelsou's llst 
ought to disappear altogether as a separate heading. 

VII. ON SOME CIIANGES NECESSARY IN Nm•TII AMERICAN 

AND EUROPEAN ORNITHOLOGICAL •'N/OMEXCLATURE• IF 
(•ENERIC •PPELLATIONS PIlEVIOUSLY APPLIED 

IN BOTANY BE NOT REJECTED. 

A most superficial examination of a list of genera of birds xvill 
soon convince us that quite a number of names are in t•se both iu 
ornithology and botany, while a closet' examination shows that 
some of the ornithological generic names have been dropped and 
replaced by others because preoccupied in botany. 

The Gllowing short list, picked up at rand()m while hurrying' 
over all alphabetical index, is evidence enoug'h :• 

Acrocephalus, Dasycephaltt, Petrophila, 
Aegialites, Diomedea, Phaetusa. 
Arenaria, Drymophila, Platylophus. 
Bartramia, Erythrimt, Polysticta, 
Brachyrhanq)hu.•, Glaux, PrunelIa, 
Calcndnla, Hylophila, Sailcarla. 
Callicephalus, Linaria, Sibia, 
Ciconia. Micropus, Spathulca, 
Citta. Nectris, Undina. 

Corydalis, Paliasia. Vi(ttm. 
Corypha, Passerina, •Vilsot,ia, 
Cyanocei) halu• , Pcriste,'a, 

Several oœ these are also preoccupied in other branches of zool- 
(>gy• a•ld are thns altogether out of question. tbr instance, 
lhri•za and /•al/as'/a}; others have been i• unchallenged t•sc since 

*(.f Seebohm's description of two male birds obtained by him on the 22d of July 
at the Yenisej, in LaL 71 1-2 ø • "the throat and 10feast are rather paler Ib:m the back"- 
and determined by Prof. Newton to be "most probably m•fiesD-is," while not belonging 
to •ztt/us (Ibis, x879 , p. •48). The similarity of the Sib:nSan bird with rafie.•/ris, as 
distinguished form mu/z/s, was long ago mentioned by yon Middendork 

•Saunders, Yam Brit. t3irds, 4lb ed. [1I, p. 86. 

}P•t//,zsi•t was i;roposed by E. ;-. Homeyet in t873 ( I. f, Orn., I873 , t). •9o) fbr a 
genus having :lhzzt&t ato•o/ic•a Pall. for type. The group, being mainly character- 
ized by the short secondaries, needs a new name, as that given by v. Hornever is ante- 
dated by 15•/h•sia Rob. D. x83o (a dlptcr.), I propose to call it lqc/vcory.r (wzeodv 
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their creati(•n; others agai• have had a w•'yi•g fate, n()• being 
•'qjcctcd, i•ow •gain accepted, e. •'., ]3arlran•ia (• 
By.), D,'ym•hila (=.l,[yrmeciza Gray, •84t ) L i•aria (= Can- 
na3i•a), Passcrlna (---•,•nos•iza B•iir(1, •858), Pelro2hi/a 
(• Oroc('les Gray, t84o ). •[/sonia (• •]•[odlocles Audub., 
•839), etc.; while a t•,w hz•ve nc•t been revived si•ce first dropped 
o• acc(•u•t of having been preoccul)ied in l•otat•y, three ()f them 
having even received •ew •ames fi'o• their original describer, 
when he became aware of the fi•ct, viz., Micropus, C),anocepha- 
lus, and Co•3,2ha. In en(teavori•g to find means for creating a 
stable n(•mencl•ture, our rules n•ust be •s fi'ee as possible fi'om 
exceptlomas, and i•a the prescott c•se we have only the choice 1)etwee• 
two •qetbo(Is: either to accept or to reject •tll the •nmes pwoccu- 
pied in 

A glance :•t the above list will show at once thz•t the cha•gcs 
•'esulti•g fron• a rejecti(• c•f •l•e •ames ah'eady applied i• bot•ny 
wo•fid be s(• ra(lical a•d aflbct so many cur•'e•t •ames, that a 
choice in that (li•-ectio• mnst be cons•deret• very undesirable. 

If we carry the r•fle ()•t in the other direction, the cba•ges will 
be less serious. 

The first n•t•e t() be conside•'cd then, •s 

Arenaria ]3n•sg. 

which antcalcites both Alorinel/a Meyer at•d Sirepsi/as 111iger by 
fitly yea•'a (see n•y paper in P•'. U.S. Nat. Mus., •882, p. 34)' 
The t•vo North American species would stand •s 

t. Mvenaria interAres (Linn.) Vieill.• T•rnst(•ne. 
z. Arenaria melanocephala (Vig.).• Black T•rn•t()•e. 

Corypha G•zv, •84o, 

was claa•ged by the author' l•imself i• the ft)llowing year to 

Cyanocephalus BoN:x•'., x84z. 

is eight years ()lder tha• the same author's Gffntnok[lla, the 
s?()•?•y of which sta•(ls as foll•)ws: • 

•84•.• (;ymnorhlna W•), Reise Nord. An•er. ]] (p. 21) (nec 
I84O). 

i842.• •yanoce•halus BONAP., Oss. Stat. Zool. Eur. Vert. I840-'4 I, p. 
17 (nec Hotan.). 

•85o.• Gymnokilla Bo•aP., Consp. Av., I, p. 382. 
i88o.• •ymnocilla Coups, Bull. Nutt. Ortl. Ci., i88o, p. 98. 
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The only species belonging to the North American Fauna, is 
No. 285 of Ridgway's list, and would stand as 

6.'yanocejbhalz•,s cyanocejbhalus (Wied).--Pifion Jay. 

Micropus MF•¾. & WOLF 

unfi,rtunatcly antedates the cui'rent name Cy•Sxelv. s of Illigor by a 
year only. Yet, under the supposition above, there is hardly any 
escape from accepting it. 

The synony•ny of the genus is as nnder :-- 
•758.-- I]D'nndo L•N?,-. Syst. Nat. ed. lo, I, p. •9 • (fiart.). 
•777.--Yl•us ScOPOLt, Introd. Hist. Nat. P. 483 (nec P^LL. t776 

Crust,). 
•8•O.--M[cro•us MEY. & WOLF, Taschb. Deutsch, V/3g. I, p, 2So (nec 

Borah., nec Sw^•Ns., •83•). 
•$• •.-- Cg,fiselus ILL•G. Prodr, Syst. Main. Av. p. 230. 
•8•$.--13rachyfius MEY. VSg. Liv- nnd Esthl. p. t42. (nec SwMNs., 

•$24). 
•$•6.-- C•bselus V•E•LL. Anal. p. 35. 
Illigor was very well aware of the two earlier names. Here 

are his reasons for r•jccting them: '•Nomina Apns, Micropns 
terminis zoograph[cis reddenda sunt, qnam ob eausam nomcn 
Aristotelicum Cypselus, quod de nidis in foraminibus abscon- 
diris deducturn vldemr, generi restltui." 

The American species would stand as 
R. 349.-- '•ricrøj bus saxalills (W'oodh.) 
Those of Dresser's List Eur. B., p. 20, as 
284. J•Q'crojbus a/Sus (Linn.). 
2S 5. ZVficroi3us •ffinis (Gray). 
z$6. :]•/icrojbus jba/lidus (Shelley). 
z8 7. 'yFl7crolSus unicolor (Jard.). 
288. ffficrojbus melba (Linn.). 
The last genus of the list is 

Wilsonia 13ONAP., 

which has also been rejected mainly on account of being preoccu- 
pied in botany. Dr. Cones (Birds Colorad. Val., p. 3z3) 

[•' It seeins desirable to adopt for this species Professor Baird's name melanoleuc•s 
for reasons which will be apparent on reference to page I43 of "Birds of North' 
America" (Vol. IX., Pacific RR. Reports). The name of the White-throated Swift 
would therefore be .•ricropus me/anolettcus (Baird).--- R. RIDGWAY.] 
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remarks that it, besides being preoccupied in hotany, is also used 
in entomology. Its use in the latter connection is ()f very recent 
date, however, and cannot prejudice its. use in ornithology. being 
proposed by Clemens in •864 (Proc. Philad. Entom. Soc., II, 
•864, p. 42S) for a lepidopterous insect. 

The name •/lsonia was given by Bonaparte in r838 (Comp. 
List., p. 23) as a cv:s•mc terln ("Genus IO8, WILSONIA, 
Nob."), and in this genus he included the fi)llowing species, thus 
nailled: -- 

x38. }P'ilso•tia midrata, Nob., 
I39. Wi/.•'o•z/a bonafiar•ii. Nob.. 
•4 ̧. •'/son/a mDz•tta, Nob., 

these being exactly the same Ibm' species which at the present 
date are admitted into the gcm•s. If the name W/lson/a cannot 
be rejected, bccm•sc preoccupied in botany, it will have to take 
precedence of J•[yiod/oc[es Audub., x839. 

VIII. Zarzts schDZ/saffz•s• •x N,-:w SVF•C•S ()F GULL V•O.• 
TIlE NOI•TH PAC•F*C. 

Among tile specimens of Gulls collected by me on tile Com- 
mander Iskmds is a very dark-mantled large species, somewhat 
intermediate between Z. marinz•s and Z. cach/•tna•zs, although 
in general aspect much nearer to the tbrmer. and when on the 
win• indisth•guishal)le fi'om it. 

The occurrence of this new species in the Kamtschatkan waters 
easily explains the almormalltv in the alleged distribution of 
mari•s, as it is almost certain that all North Pacific references 

to the latter species really belong to the present fi)rm. 

Larus schistisagus n. sp. 

1)I•x(;N,--White: mantle dark bluish slate-gray. First primary *vith a 
long white tip, apical and suhapical spots being fused together, and a gray 
'wedge' on the inner web; secoud with a subapicalwhite spot on the inner 
web only, and the gray wedge reaching fi•rther down towards the tip; 
third with the wedge reaching the white subapical spot; no gray wedge 
on outer web of the four first primaries. Feet pinkish flesh-color, Total 
length, 67o min.. wing. 46o min. 
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TYPE: U.S. Nat. Mus. No. 92,885. 
SYN. t858.--Lartts cach/nnans KI'rTLITZ, Denk•v. Reise, I, p. 336 

(nec PALL. ). 
1858.--]•arus arffentatus K•TTL•TZ. op. cit. II, p. 225 (•arl.). 
xS6o.• Larus arffenlalus var. cacht'nnct•ts SCIIRENCK, Reise A•nurl. I, p. 

504 ß 

•87•.•"Larus fuseescerts Mus. St. Pe•ersb." M•v•s. •fv. Sv. Vet. 
Akad. F6rhandl. •87i, p. 787 . 

•874.•]•arus marlnus SWIKH. Ibis, •874, p. x65 (nec L•.).•S•xu•'- 
DEllS, P. g. S. 1878, p. i8o (•t//'/.).•SEEB. Ibis, •879 , p. 24.• 
BL•K. and PR. Tr. As. Soc. Japan, X, •882, p. •o4.• Rmow. 
Bull. Nutt. Orn. C1. •882, p. 6o.•BvzaN, Pt. U.S. Nat. Mus. 
•S82, p. •68.•NsLso•, Cruise Corwin, p. •o 7 (•883). 

•876.•Larus •elcz,•t'cus TACZAN. Bull. Soc. Zool. France, •876 , p. 263 
(nec BRUCH). 

IIABITAT. Coast of Kamtschatka and other parts of the North Pacific. 

This species was found by lne in small' numbers on Bering 
Isltll•(l, near Kamtschatka, dtll'illg the Spl'[llg ()[ IS•3, aud a single 
specimen was obtaincd on May 5' I afterwards met with it on 
the mainland of Kalntscha[ka in the vicinity of Petropa•llski, 
where it breeds. 

REMAnKS. The colnr of the mantle is pure bluish slate-gray 
without any mixttu'e of brownish, of a shade just between the 
Sallle parts in Zarus occiclenlalis and Z. (toml'ilicllx, being a 
lJttte lighter titan the lightest Z. marinus I have seen, and easily 
distinguishable froin the latter by the pnreness of the gray. 

Characteristic of the wing-pattern is the presence of a xvell- 
developed 'wedge' on the inner web of the first primary, as dis- 
tinctire fi'om mar•'nus, as well as the absence of a similar wedge 
on the outer webs of the second to fimrth primaries, in which it 
difibrs fi'om cach/nnan and arffcnla•us. The •lnirrof ou the 
second prilnary is also peculiar, rcselnbling, however, the pattern 
of the corresponding quill in Z. cachii•narts. In the third prb 
mary the large white spot at the end of the gray wedge Js very 
characteristic. It may thus be seen• that while the second 
prilnary shows less •vhite than in m•r[•s and a•,en•atus, the 
third has more of the same color than is the case in the latter two 

species and in cach/nnans. 
Irls of a clear yellowish cream-color. Eill deep gmnboge 

yellow with whitish tip and tomia; an orange red spot on each 
side of the lower mandible; angle of mouth yellravish flesh-color. 
Naked eye-ring reddish violet gray. Feet pinkish flesh-color; 
nails horuy black with whitish tips. (From the fresh specimel• •) 
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A more detailed account of the Slate-backed Gull will be given 
in my report on the birds collected hv me on the Commander 
Islands and in Kamtschatka. 

IX. Prioce/la /enz•[rosD'is (hub.) NOT A BIRD or I{ERING 
•EA OR THE ARCTIC OCEAN. 

I feel compelled to correct another mistake in E. ¾V. Nelson's 
'Birds of Bering Sea and the Arctic Ocean.' At No. i66 he 
gives "]•riocella letzuz'roslrz's (Aud.) Ridg•v., Slender-billed Fnl- 
mar" as occurring in these seas, and says: "There is but a single 
record of this bird's capture on the coast of Alaska. This was at 
Kotzebne Sonnd, whence Mr. Dall secured a single skin during 
his explorations in the Territory." Under the head of the ibre- 
going species, Fulmarus fflac[al[x rod•ersi, he passes the fi)llow- 
ing remark: •'As we approached the harbor of Ottoalaska on 
September 22, IcqSl, lmndreds of these birds were seen in the 
ordinary light-colored plumage, which were in company with 
abont au equal number of bi?ds either of the same species or a 
closely related one of exactly the same size .... Mr. Ridg•vay 
suggests that the dark-colored birds seen at that time were the 
slender-billed 

The bird which Mr. Dall procured was Pll2qinUS /enu/roslris 
Ternre., and was correctly identified by Professor Baird, as every- 
body may be convinced by looking at the plate given (Trans. 
Chicago Acad. Sci., I, t869, pl. xxxiv, fig. 2, t)p. 322, 3o3). 
But this bird belongs to a totally difii•rent group, the Puffinera, 
and is not the same as Andubon's l•rocellarœa letzuirostris of 

of the group Fulmt•reae. The claim of the latter species for recog- 
nition as belonging to the North American Fauna rests solely 
upon Audubon's type, said to have been collected by Mr. Town- 
send off the mouth of the Colnmbia River and now preserved in 
the National Museum. As the name Procellar[a tenuiroslrœs is 

preoccupied by Temmiuck in I828 for the lvuff•us, Audnbon's 
bird should stand as t•u/marus ff/acialoides (Smith) or Prœocel/a 
g'lacialoides.* 

• The reviewer of Nelson's memoir, in 'The Auk,' x884, p. 80, correctly quotes this 
synonym, but seems not to have been aware of the fact, that Dall's bird was something 
totally different. The error is repeated in Coues's 'Key,' 2d Ed., p. 779. 
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From this, it is needless to s:ty, that Mr. Ridgway's suggestion 
did not alltitle to the Slender-billed l?zdmar, but to the Slender- 
billed Shearwa[vr. For my own part I think it jt•st as probable 
that the bird seen was the dark phase of the bird usually known 
as ]•rocc[/aria ffacz•'ca of Audubon. The latter name is preoc- 
cupied by Gmeliu's ZS'ocellarla ffact•'ca oœ • 788. and a new one 
should therefore be provided. I propose to call it ]?zdmarztsA,-la- 
c/a?isg'lu•ischa ('Gh•pisch' being the name by which the bird 
is known in the North Pacific). I may add here, that Mr. Nel- 
son is not quite correct either, when asserting that the only known 
record of this bird having been captured in Alaska is that of the 
bird obtained by Mr. Dull. F. H. v. Kittlitz secured a specimen 
at Unalaschka on August 3 •, •8z8. The bird has been recorded 
by him under the name of •Proce//aria curi/ica Pallas, a sytao- 
nym of Temminck's •roce/larz'a /eJtuiroslris (Denkwfird. ciner 
Reise, I, p. 296 ). A third specimeu is in the 111uscum at Leiden, 
said to be fi'om Sitka (Schlcgcl, Mus. P. B., Procell., p. z6 
(•863)). 

X. ON O•) ,x•) NF.W Gv.•,'•mc 

The second part of Dr. S. H. Scudder's 'Nomenclator Z()(/1- 
ogicus. An alphabetical list of all Generic Nan]cs .... [I. 
Universal Index to Genera in Zoolog3.'. Complete List of Gen- 
eric Names employed in Zoology and Paltautology to the Close of 
the Year •879, as contained in the Nomenclatures of Agassiz, 
Marschall•, and Scudder, and in the Zoological Record' (Bulletin 
No. r9, U.S. Nat. Mus.), is .jusl out. ,•s the title says, it is a 
compilation of the ah'eady existing four • Nomenclatores Zool- 
ogici,' and one might, thetel(ire, confidently expect to find almost 
all the generic names published up to •879. Ornithologists, at 
least, will be rather disappointed, however. A hurried glance 
through the work made it apparent that the following generic 
names, applied to JVorlh .4roercan birds, are missing, 2• of 
•vhich are used in the latest Smithsonian List of North Ameri- 

can birds, prepared by Mr. R. Ridgway: 
•qaja, •4lle, Ml•(co (Guerini, • 767), Calcarius, Canace, Ca•h- 

erpcx, Chama?a, Citeton/a, C/iv/cola, C•t•idonia, J•:elivox, 

I'sa//r/ffarus, Riffaria, Sal•inc/cs, Sz'morhynchtzs (Mettern, 
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•8•9), Symibhemia• 7KaIassarche, Thalas.wlca, •hryomanes, 
•vm•an•chus, •¾an•hoce•halus, 

Neither time •or space will allow me, on this occasions, to re- 
view the •-bole catalogue of some 8o,ooo names, bnt the follow- 
ing list of bird-genera• picked out of the letter E alone, •vill give 
an idea of the deficiences: •leo•t'cus, •lminia. •m•i•livora, 
•n•omiza, •omel•usa, •o•hona, Eparnetes, •herusa. 

•'ucycla, •dacnls, •ud•tila, •uetheia, •uhierax, 

The list is by no means complete and dilige•t search might 
add several more names. 

The high sta•dard of Agassiz's • No•enclator' resulted fi'om 
his collaboratio• with prominent ornithologists. He had his 
proofs revised by men like Bonaparte, G. R. Gray, and Strick- 
la•d, who, by allo•vi:•g their names to be printed on the title- 
pages, partook of the respo•sibility. The same perfection might 
have been reached by Dr. Scudder, if he had •bllowe(t a similar 
course. 

Nevertheless, the work will be of very great t•se to the work- 
ing ornithologist, who will only have to be careful to remember 
that he has not got a complete list of all the existit•g names. 

A look throt•gh its pages sho•vs the necessity of several changes 
in our nomenclature. 

In the first place, I find that the name S/henelus, which i 
applied, in •88z, to the Black-necked Swa• from South America, 
was preoccnpied. It consequently requires a new one, and I 
propose in fi•tnre to call the species 3•henelides 

&'udocimz•s Waglet, •83z, will not hold good •s the genus-nan•e 
fk•r the White and Scarlet Ibises, as there is a lepidoptero•s insect 
called •udocima Billb. •Szo." It is veD' doubtful what name 
will have to replace it. Guara was bestowed upon the Scarlet 
Ibis by Reichetabach i• •85I , and Zeucibis at the same time t•pon 
the White Ibis. But in bls 'List of Ge•era' of •855 G. R. Gray 
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quotes "Part'his Geofli'oy" as a synonyln of Eudocimus, with- 
out further indicatiou of its original occurrence or its date. Later 
authors have failed to find where it was originally given, and I 
have not been more fortunate; the uame is possibly only a man- 
uscript name. In view of these circumstances it seems desirable 
to adopt one of the names given by Reichenbach, œeucœbœs being 
preferable on account of its correct Greek derivation, as com- 
pared with the barbaric Guara. Until the question about 
]Varibis can be settled the two North American species should 
stand as 

R. 5o•. Leucibis alba (Z[nn.) ]?eichenb., and 
R. 5o2. Leucibis rubra (Zinn.) S•ejn. 

Jr]eteroscelus Baird, •858, unIbrtnnately will have to give xvay 
for Z]eteroscelis Latreille, i825. As a snbstitute may be em- 
ployed 

Heteractitis, 

fi'om [',•pos • difl•2rent, and d dx,'•s: an inhabitant of tile shore. 
The North American species will staud as 

R. 553' Heteractitis incanus (GmeL) 3¾ejn. 

Before closing these remarks i would call attention to the fi•ct 
that ];i•ea Cory, •884, is preoccupied, whether spelt Zz•,'ea or 
Zz'•ia. The Ibrmer name was employed by Dybowski fi)r a 
mollusk; the latter by Fabricius for a crustacean. It seems desir- 
able that Mr. Cory should supply the gem•s with another name. 

NOTES ()N CERTAIN LARID•E AND PROCELLARII- 

D./E OF THE NEW ENGLAND COAST. 

BY CAPT. j. %'. COLLI•'S. 

I• tile second volume of •New England Bird I.it•' edited by 
Dr. Elliott CouPs, statements are made concerning the habits of 


